ot al Rl

I

ational politics
’.i:ﬁld India are coming
‘withvarious models of pacts
and exercises. For obvious reasons,
to contain the mighty China’s hold
on South. Asia. The long-term

.* strategy of America is to form a

seamless region, similar to the

former British India.

. The next phase is to contain

Uge energy resources,
goal of neutralising
). For this a closer
is necessary, preferably
esh! The Asian Highway
iway are a part of the game.

&

marauders is the state of discon-
tent in the Saarc member coun-
tries; suffering from the after-
effects and fall-outs of partition.
since 1947 [Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka and Nepall Add the
arrogant attitude of the of the big
brother, now being oiled by uncle
Sam. i

These smaller members are so
busy in day-to-day cleansing of the
entrenched evils in the changing
society that the foreign policies do
not get enough time or priority to
ensure long-term strategles. In
addition, for diversion, we are
lured by the international aid
agencies [controlled by the western

[ ]

fyanmar crisis

[ am surprised that nobody in Bangladesh is raising voice

against the oppressive military junta in Myanmar. The situation
there has deteriorated to such an intolerable level that normally
quiet Buddhist monks had to come out in the street in full force

to demonstrate against the military junta. The oppressed people
also came out to express their anger. As usual, bullets were

fired, people were killed and thousands were arrested by the

junta. The whole world is supporting the people of Myanmar in
their fight for democracy and human tights, and condemning

the harsh military actions.

0
moral

3

+ Our politicians appear to be so corrupt and scared about the
going fight against corrupt people that they have lost the

| strength to protest the oppression occurring in our neigh-
bﬂﬂhm&t about the civil society? What is the reason for

powers] with packets of goodies for
sustainable deveJopment.

Now watch the revolt against
the IMF in Dhaka! When political
regimes without self-control run
the country, we become weaker, as
the priorities shift to adhoc gains.
Thus national unity is not prac-
tised; and we cannot get aut of this
trap. The CIG is an emergency
relief measure--how to prepare the
society to cultivate awareness of
distant goals? It is not enough to
shout whether we are Bengalees or
Bangladeshis--the popularity of a
partyis nottheissue.

We cannot harness one inborn
quality--the gift of the gab. Non-

stop debates and seminars are not
taking the nation forward.
Concentration of power [in Dhaka|
concentrates corrupt practices; and
diversification dilutes the field and
spreads it [read the White Paper on
DCC Ward Commissioners--yet to
be published, but hopefully under
drafting]! .
We voters are neither here no
there--sandwiched between the
powerful evil syndicates and cartels.
These days, in the modern flats, we
cannot open the windows and
watch the natural sunlight--the
glasses are tinted [even inthe cars]!
Alif Zabr
Dhaka

Myanmar's monk-led street protests have threatened the juntajs
power again, after the government refused to accept their h
demand. The isolationist and repressive military junta has dis-
rupted all means of communication with the outside world. As a
result, no one is sure about the actual number of dead.
Meanwhile, world governments have expressed great concern
over the violence against peaceful demonstrators. The UN envoy
for Myanmar Ibrahim Gambari is the best hope for a peaceful
end to the erisis. Gambari's mission can open the way fora

democratic government.

China can play a significant role to bring back peace in

Myanmar.
Shaila Solaiman
MSS student

Government & Politics Department

Jahangirnagar University

Image of BTV

A number of attempts in the past
have failed to change the image of
the BTV.

Presently, the authorities are
looking for some positive option to
change the image of the BTV, In my
humble opinion, programme
producers and the modera-
tors/presenters have become
synonymous with the BTV's cur-
rent image crisis. As for example, as
soon as we watch the news, socio-
economic, political discussions
etc, it turns out to be a highly one
sided affair and does not consider
the different opinions on the same
issue. The person who presents it
is also becoming part of the same
image crisis, and over time they
have become mechanical, unpop-

. -ular and also unacceptable to the

general viewers ( no intention of
hurting anybody). This proves that
controlled media undermines the
creditability of the government
which owns and runs the same. The
reason is, the world is looking for
freedom of choice, be it in politics,
sconomic or cultural matters.
Bangladesh needs to follow the
same path if sustained develop-
mentisthe goal.

There is no need to set up any
more commission to suggest any
reforms, the simplest way would
be to relay and telecast the news,
political views from the private
satellite channels.

Finally, I would like to mention
thata time will come when it would
be possible to sell the BTV to a
private company with time sharing
arrangements for specific govern-
ment programmes if needed.
Arcader
One-mail

Currencynotes

[tis learnt that Bangladesh Bank is
soon going to issue one thousand
taka currency note for the first time
inodrcountry.

Letusremind Bangladesh Bank
once again that millions of peaple
in our country use two taka and
one taka notes, but there is an
acute shortage of these currency
notes for a long time in our cities
and towns, and the sufferings of
people know no bounds. Further,
the notes which are in circulation
are all torn-out, dirty, filthy and
unhygienic.

As a result, most of the time
there are disputes, quarrels and
even fighting among our people,
especially rickshaw-pullers, bus
conductors,” paksengers, students, !
shopkeepers and customers over
these obsolete notes, their utility,
legitimacy and acceptability.

We wonder how many persons
are going to have the golden touch
and use of the one thousand taka
currency note?

We must always take into con-
sideration and work for the welfare,
benefit and convenience of the
majority, and then thinkabout the
problems of the few privileged
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Congratulations for the two wonderful photographs (Oct:1) depicting our girl child. The pictures
effectivelysay italll However fora poor underdeveloped country, saddled with high level of corrup-
tion, what promises can we make for, our future citizens? Today employment opportunities are
scarce and except for the miserable and hungry girl child, what else can we show to the world?
Luckily, the two girls in the photographs are busy in productive work; and not living in sadness and

suffering.

Thegirl is making tea; appears clean, better dressed and busy; while the other girl is gaining expe-
rience in a useful trade. They represent the few lucky ones! The vast majority of our young girls live
with squalor, want and misery as their daily companion,

The mess has to be cleared, before we can provide food, education and recreation for our girl child
to grow normally. Itis a shame on our rich and so-called leaders of society: for it seems the more they

get, the more they want!
Asaciety watcher
Dhaka

TIrankings
Kudos to Transparency
International (TI) for its efforts
and success in bringing the
adverse affects of corruption to
everyone's notice! But why is
there alack of transparency in the
reports of Transparency
International? This year's TI
report “Corruption Perceptions
[ndex 2007" ranks 180 countries.
All the headlines of news articles
state that Bangladesh is ranked
7th this year, This means 6 coun-
tries are ranked worse than
Bangladesh, right? Wrong!
Actually 13 counties are ranked
worse than Bangladesh, not 6!
Any teacher of mathematics, or
student of mathematics, orevena
non-mathematician, knows that
this means Bangladesh is ranked
L4th, not 7th. So why does TI
ranks Bangladesh 7th instead of
14th?

Before we try to answer the
above question, let us at firse
understand the calculations

behind TU's rankings, There are
actually 6 scores worse than
Bangladesh's score of 2.0 - these
are 1.4, 1.5, L.6, 1.7, 1.8 and L.9.
On this basis Tl ranks Bangladesh
7th. Perhaps TI feels that if
Bangladesh's rank is shown as
14th instead of 7th then it will
result in false optimism, leading
to lack of effort in future to
improve the score.

There are many arguments
against TI's rank caleulations. In
example |, if Somalia drops from
L4 to 1.3, TT's caleulation would
move Bangladesh's rank from 7th
to Bth. Why should Bangladesh's
rank change if the number of
countries worse than Bangladesh
remains unchanged? In example
2, if Syria, Paraguay, Pakistan,
Ethiopia and Cameron (all with
current scores of 2.4) had actually
scored 1.4, then TI's calculation
would have kept Bangladesh's
7th rank unchanged. Shouldn't
Bangladesh's rank improve if 5§
countries with current scores
above Bangladesh actually score

below Bangladesh? One could go
on and on exposing the fallacies
in the logic of TI's rank calcula-
tions.

[ am not suggesting that we
rank Bangladesh 14th instead of
7th so that we all feel better. Far
from it! Bangladesh's absolute
score of 2.0 is nothing to feel
complacent about. Any score
below 3.0 suggests that gross .
corruption is prevalent. We
should aim_to score above 4.0
within 3 years and above 6.07
within 10 years. Why shouldn't
we rank Lith from the (op in 15
years, instead of 14th from the
bottom?

But let us call an apple an
apple, instead of calling it an
orange. If Bangladesh's rank is
14th from the bottom this year,
then let us recognise this instead
of ranking Bangladesh 7th. L hope
Tl officials will read this letter and
amend TI rank calculations in
future.

AliAshfaq
Gulshan, Dhaka
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Interest (EQI):
madule development

and communities

Supply issues

assignment

(D-3484

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Local Government Division
HYSAWA Project
Ground Floor, DPHE Bhaban
Kakrail, Dhaka

Request for Expression of Interest
for selection of consultants/firms

for training module development
The Hygiene, Sanitation and Water Supply (HYSAWA)® Project Is
being implemented from 2006 ta 2010 under a cooperation between
GoB and Danida. One of the main abjectives of the Project s to
strengthen the capacities of Local Government Institutions (LGIs) and

In order to develop the capacily of the stakeholders, a number of
training modules will be developed based on a lraining needs
assessment (TMA). In this connection, the HYSAWA Project
Management invites eligible consultants/firms to express their interest
to carry out the assignment. The consultants/firms are requested to
provide information that may help to assess their qualifications and
competencies in conducting TNA and training module development.
The following issues need to be highlighted in the Expression of

o  Organizational experience in conducting TNA and training
= Working experiance in rural development, especially with LGls

Training experience with LGls, especially with Union Parishads
Working/training experience on Hygiene, Sanitation and Water

» Existing capacity of the consultantfirm to carry out such

The EOI should not be more than 5 pages. A photocopy of
registration of the firm must be submitted with the EOL. Interested
consultants/firms are requested to submit their EOl to Project
Director, HYSAWA Project, LGSU, Ground Floor, DPHE Bhaban,
Kakrail, Dhaka on or before 29 October 2007 during office hours.
Interested parties may obtain the Terms of Referance for training
module development from the above office. The procurement of the
services will be based on Danida Rules. Only short-listed
consultants/firms will be raquested to submit thelr technical and
financial proposals. Consultants/firms having expertise and at least 3
years of experience of conducting TNA and developing fraining
modules related to capacity strengthening of LGls in managing
hygiene, sanitation and waler supply projects should only apply.
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