AP, Yangon

AA day 0[ glohal protests against
Myanmar's junta began in cities
across Asia Saturday, after the
military regime admitted detaining
hundreds of Buddhist monks when
troops turned their guns on pro-
democracy demonstrators last
week,

Hoping to send amessage to the
generals that the world is still

I watching the situation, rights

group Amnesty International

organised marches in more than
two dozen Asian, European and

North American cities,

Hundreds marched in the
Australian city of Melbourne
behind a banner demanding "No
More Bloodshed." A smaller crowd
of about 50 turned out in Bangkok,
Thailand. In Malaysia's biggest city,
Kuala Lumpur, 300 people
attended a candlelight vigil Friday
evening .outside the city's tallest
buildings, the Petronas Twin

e | .
More rallies were planned in
New  Zealand, Austria, Belgium,
England, France, Ireland, Spain
and Switzerland, the US and

T e

Canada.

The junta's treatment of the
Buddhist monks who are revered
in this deeply religious nation and
led the street protests is akeyissue
that could further inflame the
people of Myanmar and "anger
soldiersloyal to the military rulers.

The government insisted most
of the monks it detained had
already been freed, with only 109
still in custody, according to an
official statement broadcast Friday
night on state TV, The report noted
the junta was still hunting for four
more monks it believed were ring-
leaders of the rallies.

Demonstrations that began in
mid-August over a fuel price
increase swelled into Myanmar's
largest anti-government protests
in 19 years, inspired largely by the
thousands of monks who poured
into the streets.

Television images last week
showed soldiers shooting into
crowds of unarmed protesters “but
the government described the
troops’ reaction as "systematically
controlling” the protesters,

The government says 10 people
were killed in the Sept. 26-27 crack-

down and 2,100 were detained. But
dissident groups put the death toll
at more than 200 and the number
ofdetainees atnearly 6,000.

The military has ruled Myanmar
since 1962, The current junta came
to power after routing a 1988 pro-
democracy uprising, killing at least
3,000 people. Pro-democracyleader
Aung San Suu Kyi's party won elec-
tipns in 1990, but the generals
refusedto accept the results.

Sun Kyi, who has spentnearly 12
of the last 18 years under house
arrest, won the 1991 Nobel Peace
Prize for her democracy campaign:

Sixty Nobel laureates added
their voices to the global outcry
over the Myanmar crisis, saying
theywere "outraged” by the "ongo-
ing violent repression” of monks
and other citizens,

Inastatementissued by The Elie
Weisel Foundation, the Nobel
laureates called on the interna-
tional community, particularly
China, Russia and India who have
been competing for Myanmar's
bountiful oil and gas resources to
use their influence to secure
democracy in Myanmar and the
releascof SuuKyi.

PHEOTO!AFP

Protesteris carry signs during a demonstration Friday in San Franciscb,&ahfornfa agalnst thamoiantmil[tary-c»rack
downs on protesters in Myanmar, formerly known as Burma. Hundreds of demonstrators, including some Buddhist
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.. f-lobal protests against
Myanmar junta

Little progress
in talks over US
nuclear deal

AFP, New Delhi

India's ruling Congress party made
little progress in fresh talks Friday
with its communist allies with
whom it is locked in a bitter row
over a nuclear deal with the United
States, itsleaders said.

Foreign Minister Pranab
Mukherjee described the talks as
"cordial” and said the two sides will
meet again on Tuesday:.

“The meeting camried forward
earlier discussions on the basis of
inputs provided by the two sides,
Mukherjee told reporters after Ihe
talks.

Ahead of the meeting, the
Communist Party of India (Marxist)
adopted a tough stand, threatening
to withdraw support if the govern-
mentwentaheadwiththe accord. -

"1f they proceed, we have made
it clear that we will no longer sup-
port the government,” senior party
leader Sitaram Yechury told report-
ers.

The government last month set
up a 15-member committee
headed by Mukherjee to review
objections by its left-wing allies to
the nuclear agreement,

Troops, Tigers
swap bodies
in Lanka

AFP, Colombo

Government forces and Tamil Tiger
guerrillas  swapped on Saturday
the bodies of combatants killed in
recent fighting in northern Sri
Lanka,doctors said.

Government troops sent four
bodies of Tamil Tiger rebels to the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eclam
(LTTE) through the International
Red Cross, a doctor at the Vavuniya
hospital said.

He said the four corpses were
brought to the main hospital in
Vavuniya, a government-held town
near the mini-state un by the
guerrillas, following last week's
fightingalongthe de lacto border,

The rebels returned the bodies
of an army officer and a soldier
killed in the same clashes last week,
defence officials said.

Military sources said both sides
suffered heavy losses in the latest
fightingin the northof theisland.

The:Tigers have been fighting.
for an indépendent homeland for

minority Tamils from the majority
Sinhalese communirysince 1972,

monks, gathered to urge the governmentin Myanmar to stop the violence and release detained monks.

'Attack on Iran would
be fatal mistake' .

Bush determined to confront
Tehran's nuke ambitions

A¥P, Washington! Dubai

A top Iragi government adviser
admitted Friday that Iran was
meddling in his country's affairs
butwarned that it would be a "fatal
mistake" to launch military action
againstIran.

"Iran is meddling into our internal
affairs and other neighbours, too,"
Iragi national security adwiser
Muaffak al-Rubaietold reportershere.

"Our neighbours are playing a
verynegativerole," he pointed out.

But Rubaie said that "it would
beafatal mistake to attack Iran.”

"The whole area would be in
pain and whatever gains we've had
in the past four years would g0
down,"” hewarned.

Dubai's influential police chluf
has said Western powers should be
warned that their relations with
Gulf Arab states would sufferif they
launch amilitary strike on Iran over
itsnuclear programime.

General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim,

whose remarks often reflect the
views of the political establishment
in the United Arab Emirates, said
Gulf "leaders should tell America
and the West that "an aitack would
have megative consequences for
ourrelations with you.""

Tamim, who was speaking at a
forum on Friday night, was arguing
for closer Gulf Arab ties with Iran
and advocating that it join the Gulf
Cooperation Council, whose six
memberstates are close US allies.

US President George W Bush on
Friday expressed his determina-
tion to confront Iran's nuclear
ambitions and warned that Tehran
should not expect a mare compla-
centattitude from his successor.

In an interview with the Al-
Arabiya satellite network, Bush said
he was determined to seek resolu-
tion of these issues through diplo-
matic means and that he will try to
impose new sanctions thatwill force
the Islamic state to renounce its
uranium enrichmentactivities.

Suicide bomber hits
US convoy in Kabul

AP, Kabul

A suicide car bomber attacked an
American military convoy on the
road to Kabul's airport yesterday,
killing a US soldier and a five
Afghan civilians, officials said.

The bombing on the sixth anni-
versary of the US-led invasion of
Afghanistan threw several vehicles
on their side. Five Afghans were
killed and several others wounded,
the Interior Minjstrysaid.

The attack was agamst us
troops responsible for training the
Afghan military and police. Lt Col
David Johnson, a US spokesman,
said one American soldier died in
the blastand one waswounded.

Dozens of shopswere damaged.

"There was an.cnormous explo-

“sion, the windows of my shop shat-

tered,” said tailor Mohammad Isaq.
"When T came out I saw the foreign-
ers’ vehicles on fire. I saw two injured
AfghansandIrantohelpthem.”

This year has been the most
violent of the six-year cffort, the
result of the US-led invasion to oust
the Taliban for hosting al-Qaeda
leader Osamabin Laden following the

Sept.11tenroristattacksontheUS

More than 5,100 people have
died in insurgency-related vio-
lence in 2007, according to an
Associated Press count based on
Afghan andWestern officials.

The suicide bombing was the
third major attack in Kabul in a
week. On Sept. 29, a bomber tar-
geted an Afghan army bus, killing
30 people. A similar attack Tuesday
againstapolice buskilled 13.

Saturday's attack occurred on a
tree-lined, four-lane road that
leads from the US Embassy to the
airport aroute frequently travelled
by foreign convoys,

US military Humvees arrived at
the scene shortly after the bombing
to secure the site and take away US
casualties. British troops arrived
soonafter that.

On Friday, meanwhile, US-led
coalition and” Afghan troops
clashed with insurgents during a
raid in eastern Afghanistan, and
civilians as well as militants were
killed. In the country's volatile
south, separate explosions appar-
ently targeting Nato forces killed
two children and a British soldier,

Iraq struggles with
cholera outbreak

AV, Bughdad

Majida Hamid Ibrahim seemed no
different from any other victim in
Iraq her body was put in a plastic
bag and sent to the morgue for
relatives to collect. But authorities
were alreadybemoaning her death.

Just days before, the 40-year-old
woman from Baghdad's southern
outskirts became the first con-
firmed cholera case in the Iragi
capital from an outbreak spreading

., around the country. The World
_ Health Organisation has con-
firmed more than 3,300 cholera

cases in Iraq and at least 14 deaths
from the acute and rapid dehydia-
o tionitcauses,

The troubles, however, also
pointbeyond the immediate strug-
gletocontrol the deadlyadvance.

They highlight the creeping
fractures throughout the govern-
ment zhf Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki, the country's deepening
seclarian gulf and a gangland-style
lawlessness in which even medical
supplies are fair game for bandits.

The health minister, Ali al-
Shemari, fled the country after US
forces raided offices in February

and arrested his deputy, accused of
diverting millions of dollars to the
biggest Shia militia and of allowing
death squads’ use of ambulances
and hospitals to carry out
kidnappings and killings.

The government official over-
seeing Iragis living abroad was
brought in s acting health minis-
ter in al-Maliki's shaky Cabinet
which was further jolted by the
walkout of six Sunni ministers in
August.

Hospitals also are divided along
Iraq's sectarian split, with Shias
and Sunnis often too scared to
venture into any facility controlled

by the other. For health workers,

this leaves worrying gaps with
cholera cases now reaching half of
Iraq's 18 provinces.

The main hospital in Bagouba
the city al-Qaeda in Iraq earlier this
year claimed as ils base in the
Diyala province was twice overrun
by Sunni gunmen whe kidnapped
some of the Shia patients, said a
provincial health official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because of fears for hissafety.

Fourteen Baqouba physicians
and five ambulance drivers have

been killed and 12 doctors kid-
napped since Diyala fighting esca-
lated earlier this year. Gunmen
often steal medical equipment and
medicine from health centres and
force pharmacists to give up their
supplies, the official said.

Saeed al-Shimary recounted
how four months ago, as he lay sick
in the Bagouba hospital, gunmen
fatally shot a hospital guard and
took several patients away, includ-
inghis relative,

"I was horrified," said al-Shimary,
a teacher. The relative’s body was
founddayslater, dumpedbyaroad.

The "bad security situation ... is
preventing medical teams from
reaching the residents,” said Hom
Suhail al-Khishali, head of the
Diyalahealth deparunent.

WHO has confirmed at least
3,315 cholera cases and registered
more than 30,000 cases of acute
watery diarthoca  which could
also prove to be cholera inits more
common, milder form. The group
has also warned that as the
weather cools and temperatures
become more favourable for
transmission  the hacteria could
spread further, .

FHOTO; AFP

Pakistani lawyers charge a police armoured vehicle during a protest yesterday in Peshawar, Paklstam police clashed with
protesting lawyers inthe northwestern city of Peshawar as lawmakers began voting in adisputed presidential election,

Pak lawyers clash with
police during polls

AFP, Islunabad

Pakistani police yesterday fired
teargas and baton-charged pro-
testers who tried to storm a provin-
cial parliament during the coun-
try's disputed presidential elec-
tion, officials said.

Some 500 lawyers burned an
effigy of key US ally President
Pervez Musharraf and chanted
"Go, Musharral, go!" near the
regional parliament in Peshawar,
the capital of conservative North
West Frontier Province.

The demonstrators set fire to a
police armoured car and threw
stones at the parliament building,
witnesses said.

Television footage showed the
vehicle, with its wheels ablaze,
smashing through a wall to flee the
seene, whilealone lawverinablack

suit thrashedit with astick,

"The lawyers tried to storm into
the provincial assembly and we
used mild baton-charges and
teargas to disperse them,”
Peshawar police chief Abdul Majid
Marwat told AFP

Witnesses said several lawyers
were injured because of the stone
throwing and baton charge but
there was no official confirmation.

Small but unruly protests also
erupted in Karachi, Pakistan's
biggest city, as lawmakers voted in
the assembly of southern Sindh
province, police and witnesses
said.

. "Yes, we have got reports of
some incidents of protesters pelt-
ing vehicles with stones and setting
of bonfires in parts of Karachi,” city
police chiefAzhar Farooqi said.

Police fired teargas during one

of the protests, another police
official said.

The provincial government had
officially imposed a ban on public
rallies, which forced lawyers to
hold a protest meeting inside the
Karachi Bar Association building,
officials said.

However there was a lukewarm
response to a call by opposition
parties for a general strike, with
mosl of the city's bazaars and
shops remaining open and public
transportworking as usual.

Lawyers meanwhile rallied in
Lahore, the capital of Punjab,
Pakistan's political heartland and
its most populous province.

Pakistan's legal community has
loathed Musharraf since he made a
failed attempt to sack the country's
chief justice, Tftikhar Muhammad
Chaudhry, in March.
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rights: NGOs

AFP, Berlin

Human iimts are beingerodedbya
wiave of new laws passed as part of
the war on. térrger, non-
governmental organisations said at
aconference here on Friday.

"We are seeing a global erosion
ofhumanrights,” Gerald Staberock
of the International Commission of
Jurists said.

"The answer to terrorism is
more andmore legislation. . there's
hardly a country that doesn't have
newlaws.

"Nineteen new laws have been
adopted in Australia since
September 11, 2001, for example,”
he said, r(,[err!nd to the date of the

suicide plane attacks on New York

| andWashington.

" AFP, Kansas City

Strangled
woman awoke
as baby cut

from belly

A Missouri woman who was
strangled by an acquaintance
probably regained conscious-
ness as the attacker sliced into
her abdomen to steal her
unborn baby, a pathologist
testified Friday.

Bobbie Jo Stinnett likely
blacked out after being choked
from behind with a rope but
began struggling again when her
attacker loosened the rope to
begin cutting into her belly, said
Mary Case, the chief medical
examiner for St. Louis County,
Missouri.

"There is evidence Lhal she
regained consciousness while
the incision was made in her
abdomen,"” Casetestified.
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