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ngal polls called off
over Maoist demand

Arp, Karfrmandu

Elections to decide Nepal's fumre
were postponed indefinitely yester-
day, ministers said, as government

and Maoists squabbled over the fate
of the monarchy and election sys-
{7359

The polls scheduled for
November22 were a key element of a
peacedealgealedlast yearthatended
a civil war launched in 1996 by the
Maotsts, who are demanding the
abolitionofthe monarchy,

"The seven party leaders (of the
coalition government) have agreed
to postpone the constituent assem-
bly eleetions for an indefinite
period,” Peage and Reconstruction
Minister Ram Chanda Poudel told
AFP
Voters were to elect a body to
rewrite Nepal's constitution and
decide the fate of the Himalayan
country's embattled monarchy.

"The government has decided to
call a special session of parliament
on October 11" to discuss the
Maoists" demands, Finance Minister
RamSharanMahattold AFP

‘The seven parties in the coalition

ernmentissued a joint statement
shortly after the postponement was
announced, urging impoverished
Nepal's  donors to continue their
suppartofthe peace process.

"We regret the postponement of
the elections but we want to assure
Ecatf!e that we are commitied to

old canstituent assembly elections
and a new date will be fixed soon,”
thestatementsaid.

"We hope that the international
community and the United Nations
will continue their support of the
ongoingpeaceprocess,”

The head of the UN mission to
Nepal's peace process said the post-
ponement was disappointing ahd
:h;dpoﬂ_ﬁw parties and Maoists
needed (o prepare in earnest for
rescheduledelections.

"Whatisimportantnowis that the
political parties maintain their alli-
ance and reach political agreements

tocreale the conditions for a credible’
constituent assembly election,” UN
representative [an Martinsaid.

"I have no doubt that the UN and
member states will remain commit-
ted to supporting the Nepal peace
process,”" headded.

As part of last November's peace
deal, the UN was invited to supervise
Maoist weapons and soldiers who
were confined to camps around the
countryaswellas assistin the polls.

A spokesman said Nepal's
Election Commission was ready to
hald the November 22 polls and the

delaywasworrying.
"We had uvuryﬁﬂng in place. The

decision by the political parties has
created a lot of confusion. The elec-
tion commission is meeting regard-
ing what to do next," said Laxinan
Bhattarai, the election commission
spakesman.

The fiercely republican Maoists
have been pushing hard for the
immediate abolition of the monar-
chy as well as the a change to the
electionsystem.

After agreeing to polls with a
mixed [irst-past-the-post and pro-
portional representation system, the
ex-rebels demanded full propor-
tionalvoting.

They vowed to disrupt the
November ballot if mainstream
parties refused their dem#hds.

Analysts say the ultra-leftists have
grown fearful of the elections as

opular support has plummeted
gecau.eie of their continued strong-
arm tactics and bloody unrest in the
sauthern Terai region.

The delay could open the way to
further unrest, a political analyst
warned.

"The postponement has created
an atmosphere of uncertainty and
the very legitimacy and credibility of
the government has come into ques-
tion," said Kapil Shrestha, a political
science professor at Nepal's
Tribhuvan University.

"This will have national and
international repercussions,” he
said,

Green chilli
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The wholesalers of Karwan Bazar
gave different reasons for the price
hike of onians. Some said they had to
purchase it at a higher price while
some said the increase in demand on
the eve of Eid was responsible for the
pricehike.

Our correspondent in Khulna
reparted that onion was selling at Tk
48 per kg yesterday, which was Tk 36
lastweek. -

Wholesalers said the price of
onions might go up even further as
imgiort from India through Benapole
border remuine suspended since
October 1. Quoting importers, they
said the government of India
stopped the export of onions follow-
ingapricehikethere,

ulna district administration
opened a cell to monitor the onion-
price situation and to stop hoarding
ofonions.

Our Chittagong correspondent
reparts: Onions were selling at differ-
ent kitchen markets in the city at Tk
42-43akg.

Traders, both in retail and whole-
sale markets, blamed poor supply as
well as the Indian government's
recent decision to suspend onion
export for 15 days for the rising
prices.

Meanwhile, powder milk of
different brands including Nido,
Dano, Diploma and Fresh saw a
sharp rise in their prices at retail
markets while the price of pasteur-
ised milk fluctuated wantonly at
retail markets during the last few
days.

The 2.5kg pack of Nido powder
milk rose to Tk 1,450, which was
selling ar Tk 1,250 four days ago,
while the 350gm pack leapt ta Tk 200
from Tk 165.

The 2kg pack of Dano powder
milk rose to Tk 980 from last week's
Tk 960. The one kg pack of Diploma
powder milk rose to Tk 418 from Tk
192 The one kg pack of Fresh powder
milk was selling at Tk 410 yesterday, it

wassellingatTk384 a fewdaysago.

Powder milk traders of the whole-
sale market of Karwan Bazar said the
companies gave them a new whole-
sale price list on September 30 to be
effectivefrom October I.

The price of Red Cow butter oil
rose to Tk 338 from Tk 310 per 900gm
container while the price of Red Cow
ghee increased to Tk 415 from Tk 375
per900gm container.

vermicelli, a key dish on Eid,
jumped to Tk 55 a kg from Tk 45 per
kg while packed vermicelli (weighing
908em) is selling at Tk 60. The price
was Tk 48 four days ago. The 200gm
pack of Banaphul Laccha Shemai
{vermicelli) also leapt to Tk 23 from
Tk17.

Pasteurised milk of different
brands was selling at prices ranging
from Tk 40 and Tk 50 a litre at differ-
ent city markets. lraders blamed
poorsupplyfor the price hike.

A grocer pf West Razabazar told
The Daily Star that the distributors
gave only 50 percent of his demand
forcing him to buy from other retail-
ers to meet his needs,

The price of Hour rose by Tk 2-3
per kg while prices of both local and
farm chickenincreased.

Price of four medium-sized local
chicken leapt to Tk 450 from Tk 350
during the [ast four days while the
price of farm chicken rose by Tk 10
perkg.

However, prices of spices, vegeta-
bles including aubergine, bitter
gourd, patal, chichinga and jhinga
dropped slightly at different kitchen
marketsin thecapital.

Price of cucumber went down
significantly, selling at Tk 20 a kg at
different kitchen markets. It was
selling at Tk 60 in the beginning of
Ramadan.

The traders of Karwan Bazar said
the supplyofvegetablesisadequate.

Law enlofcement agencies con-
tinued their monitaring in different
marketsofcity.

GSP hearing
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Humayun sought assistance from
the international community to

enhance capacity to furtherimprove

labour rights situation in
Bangladesh.,

Bangladesh embassy in
Washington in a press release said
thehea gisthehe&innwlﬁnfaymro
longreview process that will examine
verbal and written submissions and
testimonies by all parties as well as
determine the actual progress on the
ground to come to a conelusion on
an appeal by a US rights group for
withdrawal of the GSP facilities for
Bangladesh.

Ms Marideth Joy Sandler, execu-
tive director of GSP programme at
the USTR, chaired the hearing.

Mr Jefirey Vogt, global economic
specialist of the rights body
American Federation of Labour and
Congress of Industrial Organisations
(AFL-CIO), in defence of their pet-
tion highlighted the violations of
labourrightsin the export Lfmcessing
zones|( }, in ready madegarment
(RMG) and shrimp industries in
Bangladesh.

Vogt recognised thal some prog-
ress has been made in recent years
but said the progress was still unsat-
isfafc{mry. 8

¢ suggeste: at mare aggres-
sive reforms are needed to protect
lahourrightsin Bangladesh.

In response to specific queries
about their objective in filing the
petition, he said they wa nc:
Bangladesh government w accor

__note pﬂﬂrfﬂggrs ensure that labour

rights, as recognised in the interna-
tional cammunity, are respected in
Bangladesh.

At the hearing, Brig Gen Ashraf
Abdullah Yusuf, executive chairman
of Bangladesh Export Processin

© Zones (Bepza), Syed Mahmud

Huq, chairman of Bangladesh
Shrimp and Fish Foundadon and
Shabbir Ahmed Chowdhury, adviser
aof Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) in
Washington, also testified before the
Trade Policy Staffofthe USTR

The AFL-CIO made the appeal
alleging that Bangladesh does not
allowlabourrightsinits EPZs.”

The BGMEA, Bepza, Bangladesh
Knitwear Manutacturers and
Exporters Association and
Bangladesh Frozen Food Exporters
Association protested theallegation,

Different [abour organisations
under the banner of Hangladesh
Garments Workers Union Council
(BGWUC) also raised voice against
thecomplaint. '

The AFL-CIO made four com-
plaints in its petition. These include
violation of domestic and interna-
tionally recognised workers' rights in
the EPZs in Bangladesah, violation of
domestic labour laws and interna-
tionally recognised labour standards
in AMGindustry, similarviolations in
shrimp and fish processing indus-
tries, and violent actions by govern-
ment security forces against trade
urtonists, workers and labour rights
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13 AL leaders
freed on bail
in Sylhet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhiet

Thirteen leaders of Awami League
{AL) and its front organisations,
granted bail by a High Court divi-
sion, on Monday, were released
from Sylhet Central Jail on
Thursdayevening.

They are UK unit AL Joint
Secretary Shafiqur Rahman
Chowdhury, Sylhet city AL
Secretary Misbah Uddin Siraj,
former general secretary of
Chhatra League district unit Nasir
uddin Khan, Sylhet City Juba
League President Syed Shamim
Ahmed and Joint Secretary
Asaduzzaman Asad, Sylhet
Chhatra League President Zaglu
Chowdhury, City Chhatra League
Convener Habibur Rahman Selim,
MC College Chhatra League
President Saiful Islam Tipu, and AL
leaders Prince Sadruzzaman, Selim
Ahmed, Yousuf Humayun,
Shamsul Islam and Ajoy Dev.

The joint forces arrested 38 AL
men al a house in Bateshwar area
on the outskirts of the city on May
14 on charges of holding a political
meeting, violating the emergency
rules.

The High Court on August 22
granted bail toall the 38 AL men. OF
them, 25 including nine expatri-
ates were released while the rest
could not come out of the jail as a
fresh case was lodged against them
under the Special Powers Act.

Envoy in KL
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assured the Bangladeshi envoy that
all Bangladeshi workers, who have
been given approval but are yet to
arrive in Malaysia, will be allowed to
enter the country, the high commis-
sioner told Malaysian newspaper
TheStar Online.

According to the Ministry of
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment, Malaysia approved
three lakh Bangladeshi workers, of
whom over one [akh are yet to leave
Dhaka.

"The Home Affairs Ministry [of
Malaysia| assured me that all previ-
ous approvals would be "honoured',"
Khairuzzaman said, adding, "Things
will be better handled this time.” He
said, "The measures are already in
placeand wewillwork closely withall
partiesinvolved."

Malaysia imposed the freeze on
hiring workers from Bangladesh as
many migrant workers remained
unemployed, were not paid their
sakaries and other fucilities as per
contracts. A several thousand of
them also got stuck at the Kuala
Lumpur International Airport as
their employers did not pick them
up.

The Malaysian government in the
latest agreements has made it man-
datory that Bangladeshi workers not
picked up within 24 hours of their
arrival at the Kuala Lumpur Airport
will be moved to an immigration
depot where they will be kept for 72
hoursbefore being deported.

Announcing the ban, Malaysian
Home Affairs Minister Datuk Seri
Radzi Sheikh Ahmad said the lacka-
daisical attitude of employers and
local agents, especially in picking up
theworkersupon arrival, had created
abigproblem for the authorities.

Bangladeshi agents are also
responsible for the problem as they
have been splurging massive
amounts of money and collaborat-
ing with the Malaysian agents to get
as many Bangladeshis as possible for
employment in Malaysia, the minis-
terclaimed.

Social problems created by for-
eign workers were also one of the
reasons for the announcementofthe
freeze, hesaid.

Cold weather
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the Bay of Bengal.

"The situation will end with a
rainfall. But.-we do not see any
possibility of rainfall before next
three-four days,” said Samarendra
Karmakar, director of the Met
office.

The current spell of sultry
weather has been causing cough-
ingand viral fever.

The depression has been stay-
ing over the west central Bay and
adjoining northwest area and it is
likely to intensify further and move
in a northwesterly direction, said a
Metoffice bulletin.

In the bulletin, the Met office
asked all fishing boats and trawlers
in north Bay and deep sea to come
close to the coast and proceed with
caution until further notice.

.$60,000 seized
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to Patenga Police Station. A case
was filed with the police station.

Acting on a tip-off, the coast-
guard members stopped a private
car near Air Force gate at around
1:30pm. After a search, they found
600 pieces of 100-dollar (US) bills
amounting to Tk 42 lakh hidden in
soap packets and milk containers.

Duringinterrogation Mizan told
the law enforcers that he went to
the airport to receive expatriate Md
Mahsin, 36, son of Mahbubul Huq
of Fatikchhari, who returned home
from Dubai in a Biman flight (BG
048) ataround 10:30am.

Lt Commander Asaduzzaman
of Bangladesh Coastguard quoted
Mizan as saying that Mohsin gave
Mizan the goods to carry and went
awayina CNG-runautorickshaw.

Bhuiyan for fair trial
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inthe capital.

Stressing on a social campaign
for curbing corruption in the coun-
try, he said it is not possible to curb
corruption 'only by repression and
jailing people’.

Bhuiyan said he wants unity
among the party leaders as well as
implementation of his reform
proposals since the. election s
approaching fast. "l want party
reforms to make the party accept-
able and strang, and to establish
the rule of law in the country,” he
added.

When asked if he is taking any
initiative to unite the party again,
he said they are heading to that
direction, albeit cautiously.
Everything will be achieved after an

‘appropriate environment is cre-
ated, hesaid decliningto elaborate, -

"[ want to maintain the anity of
the party as the election is coming
near, unity and reforms both are
important for the party as we don't
want to go back to the situation
that existed in the country befogg
1/11," he said adding that he E
ready to accept the decision of the
party council regarding his reform
proposals.

"We want to hold the council
with everyone's involvement in it,
we have to arrange it in a way so
that everyone may participate in
the process,” said Bhuiyan, who
claims to beworkingtobringdemo-
cratic reforms to the party consti-
tution,

When a reporter sought his
reaction about many peoples-

thinking that if he and new
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossaln sit for a negotia-
tion, all the problems will be
solved, Bhuiyan said personal
amity is nat the issue, rather politi-
cal differences have to be resolved.

"I respect him [Delwar| as an
elder, but it is not correct to think
that political unity will be achieved
only by sitting together,” he said
hoping that a political unity will
somehow be achieved between the
feuding factions of the party.

Asked if the crisis in BNP was
sparked by the interim govern-
ment's ongoing anti-corruption
drive and the countrywide party
reform fever, and if all these are
going to harm the democracy, he
replied 'the society must be freed
from corruption but not only by
repressionand jailing people'.

"We have to create a corruption
free society to establish democracy
and good governance in the coun-
try," he said adding that all should
cooperate inthatendeavour.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
expelled Bhuiyan and joint secre-
tary general Ashraf Hossain from
the party and appointed
Khandaker Delwar Hossain as the
new secretary general, the day
before her arrest, but Bhuiyan
dismissed the order by terming it a
violation of the party constitution.

When asked about the price
hike of essentials and probable
lifting of the state of emergency,
Bhuiyan said those are matters of
the government and it will be
responsible forits actions.

Tofail cautions
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EC'selectoral roadmap.

Talking to reporters in his
Banani residence in the capital,
Tofail said the caretaker govern-
ment as well as the EC will have to
be very careful in taking decisions
regarding the upcoming election
and electoral reforms.

Regarding mandatory registra-
tion of political parties with the EC
the government and the commis-
sion should not take any decision
which the political parties will not
beable to accept, said the AL leader
adding that if the commission or
the government take any irrational
decision regarding the matter then
holding of the polls will become
uncertainagain.

"So the government, the com-
mission, and.the wl.m,cal-mv‘hg\
must be very careful about the
matter," Tofail said.

He also urged the people of the
country not to 'misunderstand’
him. He said the time is harsh for
those who did not or will not betray
the ideology of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, adding
that he himself does not fear the
hard time facing him.

"If I get the letter from the Anti-
corruption Commission, [ will
submit my wealth statement,” the
veteran AL leader said.

He also said no politician can
carry out political activities with-
out the help of the people, adding,
‘but those who are real politicians,
those who never made political
compromises [or personal gains,
those who never betrayed their
parties, those who never reneged
on the Bangalee nation and will
never be able to do so -- for them
the timeisominaous'.

Meanwhile, Acting AL President
Zillur Rahman yesterday
demanded release of the detained
ALchiefand former prime minister
Sheikh Flasina before Eid-ul-Fitr,

Addressing an Iftar party in a
hotel in the capital, Zillur said
Hasina, the elder daughter of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, has been derained based
on fabricated charges.

The Dhaka city unitof AL argan-
ised the [ftar where leaders of AL-
led 14-party coalition were present.

Tofail Ahmed, Motia
Chawdhury, Mukul Bose, Saber
Hossain Chowdhury, Abdul

Mannan, Mahmudur Rahman
Manna, Sultan Mohammad
Mansur Ahmed, Asaduzzaman
Noaor, Vice-principal Abdur Shahid,
Advdeate Quamrul [slam, Mukul
Chowdhury and Faiz Uddin Mia
were present from AL, while
Gonaotantri Party President Nurul
Islam, Workers Party General
Secretary Bimol Biswas, Gono,
Forum leader Pankaj
Bhattacharya, Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dalleaders Mainuddin Khan Badal
and Syed Zafar Sazzad were also
presentamongothers.

Zillur said "I pray for Hasina's
release before the Eid."

Referring to the much talked
about rift in the party, Zillur said
there is no factional feud in his
party, adding that AL is still united

thebnaciorship

juselike itwas undes

of Sheikh Hasina,

He assured that the party will
not be divided as long as he is the
executive leader. "I am ready to
sacrifice myself for the unity of the
party,” he said.

Agri ministry
FROM PAGE 16

borrowed money to recover from lost
crops and lost them again to floods
are facing Emblems. as they would
notgetanyharvestthisseason.

"So those farmers need help for
their winter crops,” said an official
from the department of agriculture
extension.

The firstspell offloods started July
18 and stayed lor three weeksand the
second spell of flood that stayed for
two weeks started in September6.

According to the official data of
agriculture ministry, crops, includ-
ing Aus, Amon, vegetables, on
4,12,940 hectares were totally dam-
aged while crops on 3,47,406 hect-
ares of land were partially damaged,
out of the 32,86,959 hectares of
cultivableland of the country,

According to agriculturists, the
second spell of Hoods damaged
crops irretrievably since the farmers
had no time to cultivate again. After
the first spell, many farmers culti-
vated thelatevariety of crops.

Director of agriculture monitor-
ing, underthe departmentofagricul-
ture extension, said, "We are yet to
estimate thedamage to crops caused
bythefloads."

The department of agriculture
tried its best to minimise losses by
taking a number of quick initiatives,
including providing paddy seedlings
andseedstothe farmers, headded.

REB under-billing
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The REB is enjoying a subsidised
power tariff ever since ils incep-
tion. But this forces the PDB to
swallow heavy losses. While REB's
average power sales rate for its
customers is close to Tk 4 per unit,
it pays less than Tk 2 per unit to the
PDB.

In such a situation, the govern-
ment in March decided that out of
67 Palli Bidyut Samities (PBS) of the
REB which buy and sell PDB's
power, nine major PBS will pay a
different power tariff. These PBS
will pay Tk 2.16 per unit and the
other 58 PBS will pay Tk 1.82 per
unit, The government asked the
PDB and REB to identify these nine
majoi PBS. )

Accordingly, the PDB and REB
identified these PBS, which are
located around Dhaka and
Narsinghdi, and sell power mainly
to industrial customers.

From then on, the PDB sent its
bills to the REB on the nine PBS
using the new tariff structure. But
the REB arbitrarily revised these
bills on its own and paid the PDB at
the rate of Tk 1.82 per unit
Strangely, the PDB's departments

concerned did not bring this mat-
ter to the notice of the autharities.

The PDB authorities came to
know this following changes in
some of the posts concerned a few
months back. The PDB then raised
objections with the REB but the
anomalies continued.

And late last month, the PDB
brought the matter to the notice of
the power secretary showing that
eight outof the nine PBS consumed
PDB's electricity worth Tk 60 crore
but the REB arbitrarily revised the
bill on its own and paid the PDB
onlyTk52 crore.

The power secretary asked the
REB chairman to explain theanom-
alies but there was no response.
The REB was then asked to clear the
arrears within three days and pun-
ish those responsible for this irreg-
ularity. The REB immediately
cleared one such bill and started
processing clearance of other
arrears.

"As per rules, the REB will have
to pay the PDB an extra 2 percent
over thearrears," said one source.

A PDB source alleged that some
officers of general manager's rank
were involved in the anomalies.

SYLHET BLAST
Verdict in two
cases tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylher

Judgment in two of the six cases
filed in connection with the bomb
blasts at Sunamgan]j district head-
quarters on August 17, 2005, will be
pronounced tomorrow.

Sylhet Divisional Speedy Trial
Tribunal Judge Dipyoman Sarker
fixed the dateon Thursday.

The activists of the outawed
Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh
(IMB) exploded bombs near Bar
Association and DC's offices,
Judge's Court premises, Eidgah,
Mollikpurand bus stand areas.

Police submitted charge sheets
against JMB operatives Abdul Aziz
alias Hanif and Salahuddin alias
Salehi for the blasts. Abdul Aziz
gave confessional statement
beforea magistrate last year.

Besides, the Speedy Trial
Tribunal awarded Aziz 14 years'
rigorous imprisonment on
September 12 for storing explo-
sives at a house rented for JMB
men in Sylhet city.

Suu Kyi
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small-scale protests after a massive
mid-August hike in fuel prices but
swelled into the biggest threat to
the hardline regime since student-
led demonstrations in 1988, which
were put down ina massacre.

Although the security presence
on Yangon's streets has ecased,
soldiers continue to enforce a
curfew and raid activists' home
overnight, residents say.  Many
Yangon monasteries are empty,
leaving neighbours to wonderifthe
monks have been arrested, injured
OT WOTSE.

Amid this week's flurry of inter-
national diplomacy, Gambari was
due to brief the UN Security
Council later Friday on his four-day
mission to Myanmar, but China
signalled early that it would block
efforts to punish Myanmar.

China's UN Ambassador Wang
Guangya, whose country, along
with India, has close ties to
Myanmar, said Thursday that
Beijing still regarded the crisis
there as an Internal matter and
rejected the idea of punitive mea-
sures.

"No internationally imposed
solution can help the sitation,"
Wang said,

India, which has been under fire
for its low-key reaction, called for
Aung San Suu Kyi's release, saying
she can "contribute to the emer-
pence of Myanmar as a democratic
country.”

Thailand's Prime Minister
Surayud Chulanont and
Singapore's Premier Lee Hsien
Loong agreed to send some foreign
ministers from the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations to
Myanmar next month, a Thai
government statement said.

French Foreign Minister
Bernard Kouchner also said he
waould soon travel to the Southeast
Asia region to press for change,
while Brazil unveiled plans to send
ateam of observers.

The UN high commissioner for
human rights, Louise Arbour,
cilled o Myanmar to allow rights
monitors to enter the country,
pointing to "pretty alarming" signs
ofabuses.

RMG workers
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Garment Factory in Dhaka EPZ and
an export-oriented garment fac-
tory at Jamgara stopped their work
and demanstrated on the same
demands.

Police later brought the situa-
tion undercontrol,

Tree lover
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government land so that nobody,
not even his own children, can
claim ownership of those trees in
future.

Alimuddin's son Bhutto
Pramanik often used to accom-
pany him in planting trees. Bhutto
said his fatherused to buy orcollect
the palm seeds from people. He
would request students to bring the
palm seedswasted in their houses.

Thus Alimuddin planted 15,000
palm and date trees and a few
coconut and rain trees from 1982 o
1987,

"The price of the 12,500 palm
trees and 2,500 date trees my father
had planted would be around Tk 3
crore at present,” said Bhutto, who
does not have the means to buy
even theirdaily bread.

Asked why Alimuddin planted
mostly palm and date trees, his son
said cows and goats do not eat
these trees, so the trees do not need
extracare,

Children of Alimuddin are very
proud of their father, who sacri-
ficed his money, even his children's
fortune, for the sake of environ-
ment.

Bhutto said once his father had
23 bighas of cultivable land but he
sold them to maintain his family
and plant trees. Later, at old age
Alimuddin tookajobatabrickkiln.

But Alimuddin is vet to receive
any government recognition for his
deed. Locals remember Alimuddin
butno government agency has ever
inquired who planted those trees,

The government has not even
taken any initiative to save the
trees. Locals said many people are
often felling the trees.

DHAKA SATURDAY OCTOBER 6, 2007 1 5

Manpower expo__ijt
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2,000 Malaysian Ringgit, equivalent
to'Tk 20,000 and Tk 40,000, as 'lobby-
istfee' to theirsub-agents.

These companies sign deals with
recruiting agencies in Bangladesh for
hiring workers, as well as with
employers in Malaysia for supplying
the workers. The outsourcing com-
panies, as per the Malaysian rules,
are responsible for paying the sala-
ries and ensuring ather facilities for
the workers upon receiving the
money from theemployers,

Tenaganita report 15 partly sub-
stantiated by a September 6, 2007
letter (rom Bangladesh expatriates'
welfare and overseas employment
ministry to the Bangladesh
Association of International
Recruiting Agencies (BAIRA), saying,
"There are allegations that
Bangladeshi recruiting agencies are
paying leﬁy to the Malaysian govern-
mentinadvance.”

As per the Malaysian labour laws,
Bangladeshi workers are supposed
to pay the levy once they are
employed in a Malaysian company,
the letter said adding, "The levy is
being paid twice as the recruiting
agencies are paying it in advance
during collecting job demand letters,

while the employers are also |:!.,1ttiru.1f
levy monthly from the workers
wages."

After Malaysia's decision on
October 3 this year to freeze hiring of
Bangladeshi workers, its Home
Minister Datuk Seri Mohd Radzi
Sheikh Ahmad said the presence of
too many agents from Bangladesh in
Malaysia, who used Malaysians as
sub-agents, and the huge amount of
money involved, are not healthy
signs, itisnotgood forthe country,

Back at home, unauthorised but
widelyspread-out middlemen eatup
Tk 30,000 to Tk 40,000 per worker, as
they woo the job seekers from vil-
lages to go to Malaysia and hand
them over to licensed recruiting
agencies.

Durin
official ofg

an investigation by an
the Bureau of Manpawer
Employment and Training, Hamidul
Haque, a manpower broker in
Asrafpur of Meherpur, said he paid
Tk 1.95 lakh to a recruiting agency for
sendingaworker to Malaysia.
Thatagency however handed over
the worker to another recruitin
agency, asthelatter had a job deman
letter which the former (fid not have,
for processing the documents of the
wmgerrnrsemlinghimmat}onm East

Two injured in
factory fire
die at DMCH

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two workers of Mim Sandal
Factory, whosuffered burn injuries
in the factory fire on Septemher 29,
died at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital iDMCH) yesterday morn-
ing, raising the death :nlr in the
incidenttothree.

The dead are Basit, 20, and
Masum, 21. Another worker of the
factory identified as Shafiqul, 22, died
atDMCHWednesdayafternoon.

Atleast 10 workers of the factory
at Hajaribagh in the city suffered
burninjuries, sixofthem eritically.

Of the critically injured, three
died while the rest are undergoing
treatmentat the hospital.

Asiancountry: .

The unfortunate worker recently
returned from Malaysia following
unemployment and abuses by an
outsoure ng cnm’F:ny there, and
said he had paid Tk 2.3 lakh to the
agency thathad senthimthere.

Curbingofsuch cuts of around Tk
30,000 to Tk 40,000 by the middle-
men in Bangladesh, and Tk 50,000 to
Tk 70,000 by the sub-agents or the
Malaysian home ministry coyldhave
saved more than Tk | lakh for each
Bangladeshi worker, said a recruiting
agent of Bangladesh requesting
anonymity.

An intelligence report at the end
of last year sald BAIRA President
MAH Salim, who is also a former BNP
lawmaker now in detention,
monopolised the manpower busi-
ness with Malaysia ant{]chmgcd an
extra Tk 40,000 from each worker.

When contacted by The Daily Star
in January this year for a separate
report, MAH Salim said he had to pay
"lobbyist fees' and bribe officials in
Malaysia.

On ‘an occasion in mid-
November Salim also said an erst-
while Bangladeshi minister had also
demanded Tk 25 crore from him.

Salim's allegations against the
said minister came up when the
expatriates* welfare ministry in
October last year asked the com-
merce ministry to suspend the exec-
utive committee of BAIRA following
its alleged extortion of the workers.
The committeeis nowsuspended.

Malaysian human rights organi-
sation, Tenganita, In its latest state-
ment on October 4, 2007 said, "The
outsourcing companies of Malaysia
are very much with patronage
politics in Malaysia where their goal

" istomake fast money."

On the other hand, an official of
the Bangladesh expatriates’ welfare
ministry told this carrespondent that
the Bangladesh delegation, which
recently visited Malaysia to probe the
workers' issues, recommended
changing a few officials of the
Bungﬁldesh High Commission in
Kuala Lumpur,

There are allegations that the
officialsin the high compissionwere
not careful enough in scrutinising
before attesting the job deman
letters that resulted in unemploy-
ment of many workers, as they were
hired to work in Malaysia based on
fake demand letters.

Two murdered

FROM PAGE 16

been at her parents' place for a
month and Rashed had been living
alone in the house. Neither the
family members nor the law
enforcers could say why he was
killed. A

Abul Hashem, father of
Mohammad Kamal, said a group ol-
three to four. miscieanls.shot
Kamal in the head at point blank
range around 11:30pm Thursday
night, leaving him dead on the
spot.

Locals suspect Kamal might
have been killed due to previous
enmity.

Sources said Saiful [slam, a
neighbour of Rakibul Hasan Rajib,
stabbed Rajib with a pairof scissors
after Saiful's cellphone was alleg-
edly stolen from the hotel. Saiful
was charging his cellphone at the
hotel whenitwaslost.

Musharraf, Benazir

FROM PAGE 16

[t prepares the ground for Benazir's
plannedhomecoming onOctober 18
ahead of parliamentary elections
duebyearly 2008,

The pactwasannounced aftershe
met with key party members in
London.

Benazir, whose Pakistan People's
Party is the country's largest, had
earlier threatened (o undermine
Musharraf widely-andcipated vic-
tory by pulling her MPs from parlia-
ment, after other opposition parties
alsoresigned.

Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid,
a close confidant of the president,
said the deal was done. "They have
agreed on the draft and it will be
issued by the president tomorrow
(Friday),” he told AFR

"Benazir Bhutto has given her
assent.”

The cabinet was expected to give
formal ztgi:)mval before sending the

act to Musharraf to sign, Deputy
nformation Minister Tariq Azeem
said, adding; "Wearealmost there."

Musharraf's allies have a majority
in the two houses of parliament and
four provincial assemblies that will
vote lor the president, but he would
benefit from Benazir's support
ahead ofthe general election.

He has vowed to quit as army
chiefbyNovember 15ifelected.

"The agreement says that there
will be an across-the-board indem-
nity for publicoffice holders between
1988 and 1999," a senior government
official who hasseen the draftsaid on
conditionofanonymity,

A senior party member in
Islamabad, PPP lawyer Farooq Naik.
confirmed the deal.

He told AFP: "The agreement has
been done with the government and
we expect the government (o issue it
tomorrow. We have given it our go-
ahead."

Naik said that after the deal was
formalised by Musharraf the party
would likely withdraw its legal chal-
lenge againsttheelections, which the
Supreme Court is due to rule on later
Friday.

The judges have retred after
hearing final arguments on chal-
lenges by the PPP's vice-chairman
Makhdoom Amin Fahim and by
retired judge Wajthuddin Ahmad,
who are both standing against
Musharraf.

"Delaying the vote will dislocate
everything," the chief government
lawyer Sharifuddin Pirzada told the
court, which threw out similar chal-
lengesaweekago.

Officials said the amnesty would
not apply to former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif, whom Musharraf
ousted in 1999.

Sharif, who started a 10-year exile
periad in 2000, returned to Pakistan
in September but was immediately
deportedagain.

Benazir has previously
demanded that Musharraf should
grant her an amnesty, give up his
power to dismiss parliamentand the
prime minister and change the
constitution so premiers can serve a
third term.

She said earlier that the other
terms would be dealtwith later.

The White House macde no com-
menton theagreementand repeated
instead its call for "free and fair"
elections.

TIB remarks

FROM PAGE 16 :
around 3,000 NGOs, directly linked
with development activires, and
gave animpression that all NGOs are
involved with carruption.

"The sweeping comments made
by theTIB chairman, especially to the
media, is not acceptable to the FINB.
His comments are also not in line
with the TIB report itself," the state-
mentsaid. 2

The TIB report said a number of
NGOs, while trying to get projects,
are forced to take questionable steps
fullowing pressure from government
high oificials. The FMB said there are
many NGOs which donot bow down
to the pressure but the TIB report
[ailed to mention those.

The FNB said the information
provided in the TIB report on NGOs'
governing bodies, their decision-
making process, procureinents,
employees’ salaries, organisational
management and inflated evalua-
tions are not true formostNGOs.

ASA, an NGO, Chairman Shafigu!
Haque told a satellite television

_channel, ATN Bangla, that the repart

should have beenspecific.

"They (TIB) also depend on
foreign donors. Our question is, is it
transparent and does it make jts
information pubfic," Shafiqul
Haque, also the former adviser t© a
caretaker government, said.

4 Akbar Ali Khan, also a former
adviser (o a can:lakzr gOvEInment,
told the channel, *We have been
concemed over the problems identi-
fied thy TIB), because the NGOs are
run by the money of dorors, but their
accountability is veryunclear”



