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UN"péacekeep ing force
Bar;gladesh deserves senior posts

ANGLADESH Foreign Affairs Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury has requested Jean Marie
Guehenno, UN Under-Secretary-General for
Peacekeeping Operations, for selecting Bangladeshis for
senior positions at the headquarters and field level. We
think it was a timely and justified request since
Bangladesh has been one of the top contributing coun-
tries in the warld to UN Peacekeeping Missions and earn-
ing good name for itself wherever our troops have been

We are happy to note that the peacekeeping opera-
tions chief has assured our adviser that the UN would
consider his request when future placement would
become available. We also recall that recently UN
Deputy-Secretary-General Asha Rose Migiro has
thanked Bangladesh for its significant contribution to
the UN Peacekeeping Missions and expressed her grati-
tude when our foreign affairs adviser called on her at the
UN Headquarters in New York.

The Bangladeshi troops in UN Peacekeeping Missions
working at various destinations make us proud with
their commitment to duty, discipline, diligence, courage
and honesty. Besides armed patrolling and flushing out
miscreants, they have gotten involved in social develop-
mentworks in some countries. They have also set unique
example of discipline at personal level. We have been
told that our troops register almost zero infection rate of
HIVor STD after return from overseas postings while itis
much highamong troops of other countries.

We feel it would be relevant to mention here that the
eminence of Bangladesh Armed Forces goes back to the
days of our Liberation War in 1971 when they led the war
from the front at every sector with courage and vigour
unparalleled. They were poorly equipped to take on an
enemy that was armed to the teeth and yet they sus-
tained in every battle. We are proud that the legacy con-

Bangladeshi troops in UN Peacekeeping Missions
have proved their worth; therefore we feel we rightly
deserve senior positions in the headquarters and also
field level. We hope the relevant UN authorities would
consider ourrequeston the basis ofits merit.

Children in hazardous work
Their plight highlighted

HILE launching a two-year-long study on “
Code 0fccmduct towards childrenin the infor-
mal sector”, organised by Children Sweden-
| Denmark along with Together with Working Children
(TWE), it was revealed that as high as nearly one crore
children in Bangladesh are engaged in hazardous work
of some kind or the other. Dr. Abul Barakat, a well known
economist of the country who conducted the two-year-
long study blamed the earlier governments for sheer lack
of commitment and foresight in tackling this vital prob-
lem well ahead of its snowballing. According to ILO esti-
mates, children in Bangladesh are engaged in 54 differ-
entcategories ofhazardous work.

Given the debilitating scenario, it is also our observa-
tion that total eradication of child labour would not be
.| possible since it is deeply embedded with the socio-
economic conditions of the country. However, as has
rightly been pointed by one of our former advisers to
caretaker government, laws could be enacted with a
code of conduct for strict implementation by those who
deal inand employ child labour.

Qur children are one of the most deprived sections of
our population, both in theurban and rural areas. Those
coming from poorer segments of the population are not
only engaged in hazardous work but are often used and
abused ininnumerable ways.

We thus wish to urge the government to give an urgent
and serious attention to the nutritional aspects of
childcare and their access to education in bettering the
overall conditions of our children. .

It is also important to understand that in Bangladesh
perspective, child labour is a deep rooted social prob-
lem driven by poverty and economic deprivation. Thus if
we are to contain the situation, an extensive awareness
campaign has to be undertaken through a proactive role
of both the electronicand print media.

People who employ children should also be duly moti-
vated to run training courses with government and NGO
assistance to groom the children up for adultlife.

The Baily Star

Re-calibrating democracy in Bangladesh

MUHAMMAD ZAMIR

HE word democracy seems

I to mean different things to
different people. For some it
probably connotes the right to
exercise one's choice with freedom,
albeit responsibly. For others, it
appears to suggest the freedom to
use acquired power without any
restraint or accountability or with-
out the need to function within the
due process of law. This difference
in interpretation has become for all
of us the central point in the re-
organisation of politics and political
behaviour that is normally associ-
ated with the dynamics of democ-
racy. Westand todayatan important
crossroads in our national exis-

. tence. We are faced with challenges

that have to be met and overcome. [
am tempted here to refer to and
compare our current sicuation with
that of Charles Dickens' observa-
tion in his incomparable "Tale of
Two Cities' - "It was the best of
times. [t was the worst of times". He
was referring to Paris during the
French Revolution.

[ have refrained from writing on
the evolving and emerging demo-
cratic process within our country, [
have done so consciously. [ have
been an interested spectator and
watched the unraveling of political
partnerships and political parties.
The intensity of the storm that
started since the beginning of the
year has gradually gained over the
last few months, However, there are
now hints that a transition and
resolution of sortsis on the way.

Some among us have expressed
anxiety and concern about the
nature of the current process of
governance within the country.
Others have indicated satisfaction
with the current situation. One
political analyst from within the

preceding category informed me
the other day that Bangladesh had
lostits democratic status in the eyes
of the international community. Hg

suggested that [ should write abou

it. His concern emanated from th

fact that we had not been invited t

participate (for the first time since
2000, possibly because of our cur-
rent indeterminate and unusual
political status) in the Ministerial
Meeting of the 'Community of
Democracies' (a global group of 126
active participants and 20 observ-

not perceive any political role for the
Armed Forces. The senior leader-
ship of our Armed Forces has also
clearly indicated that they are not
interested in the taking over of
power.

Nevertheless, it is also true that
the Armed Forces have been playing
an important role in matters of
governance -- the curbing of cor-
ruption, improvement of law and
order, marketing of food items and
the distribution of flood relief. From
that point of view it has been an

\ly

throughout the country, at least up
to the Divisional headquarters level.
This would have been better. This
might have facilitaied greater
exchange of views (at the council
and executive committee levels of
political parties) on proposed
reforms within the electoral pro-
cess. This would have strengthened
the hands of the Election
Commission during their ongoing
discussions with representatives of
different political parties who could.
have presented their proposals on

inrelated areas. It has been reported
in bath the print and the electronic
media that the Election
Commission will {inalise this pro-
posed draft after their ongoing
dialogue with the different political
parties is completed by the end of
November this year.

One can only hope that the
Election Commission will be able to
ensure that suitable rules are in
place that will stop black money and
muscle power froin determining
electoral results. This will necessi-

Paolitics must not be seen as the pathway to wealth through participatory corruption. It must not also accord to an
MP a status where he considers himself as being above the due process of law and accountability. Some of the
political parties who have very little presence throughout the country will probably term some of the EC's
requirements as harsh or even undemocratic but that should not stop the EC from bringing back some order into

the system.

ers) being held in Bamako, Mali in
November this year. [ have told my
analyst friend that he should not
read too much into this exclusion. 1
firmlybelieve that we will be therein
other meetings of this important
Group in the future. We will be there
after we have completed the many
sensitive and delicate tasks associ-
ated with the restoration of a mean-
ingful and functional democracy
where the elected representatives
will be accountable to the people for
theiractions.

We still have many miles to go
before we can really claim to be a
responsible democracy. There are
manyunresolved issues that need to
be addressed. In the meantime we
should try to be positive and con-
structive. We, in our own way,
should also assist the current
Administration to arrive at just
decisions (pertaining to criminal
cases filed against important politi-
cal and business personalities)
accordingto due process oflaw.

We have a Chief Adviser who has
recently dismissed the notion that
the country is presently under a
dual rule format. It has also been
made clear that, despite the cantin-
uing states of emergency, he does

interesting partnership.

it has been suggested by some
that the current government or
some of its agencies have taken
interest in the reformation of paoli-
tics, in the changing of the leader-
ships of certain political parties
within the country. The Chief
Adviser has denied this. We shall
accept his view with the hope that
the future will not prove his reassur-
ance wrong. However, it also needs
to be noted that chaos prevails
today within the two major parties, [
personally believe that splintering
of the Awami League and the BNP
canonlylead to the strengthening of
the less affected and currently more
organised extreme right wing par-
ties who have within themselves
extremist and fundamentalist
elements. One hopes that the wrong
genie is not let out of the proverbial
battle.

In the meantime, we have today,
an interesting scenario within our
political arena. The ban on indoor
politics has been lifted at least in
and around Dhaka. There are still
many restrictions that [ wish were
nat present. [ personally believe that
there should be withdrawal of all
restrictions on indoor politicking

the basis ofbroad consensus.

It needs to be remembered that
significant issues will have to be
resolved by the Election
Commission if the forthcoming
election is tobe considered as credi-
ble and fair. Media reports have
indicated that the Election
Commission is going to propose
new provisions and amendments to
the Representation of the People
Order, 1972, They have a tough year
ahead. [n addition to the preparing
of a corrected electoral roll and the
relevantidentity cards, theywill also
have to finalise that basic structure
under which the future election will
be held. They will also have to
decide on sensitive issues like politi-
cal parties being permitted to con-
tinue to have labour and student
fronts and the wtal amount that can
be spent by a candidate for his/her
election. Thisis asdifficultasitgets.

The Election Commission has
apparently prepared a draft of the
amended version of the
Representation of People Order,
1972. This will bein the formatofthe
Representation of People
Ordinance, 2007. Once promul-
gated by the President it will acquire
the status of law and will be binding

tate each candidate filing with the
Election Commission a detailed
report about the current wealth
status of the candidate and the
immediate members of the candi-
date's family. There should alsobe a
brief resume about the nature of his
socio-economic activities within his
prospective constituency and also
whether he has ever been prose-
cuted and sentenced for any formof
criminal activity. That should also
include whether he is a defaulter of
any loan. These details should
subsequentlybe made available ina
web page on the computer so that
any voter from his constituency can
access that page for information, If
it is subsequently found that the
candidate has filed wrong informa-
tion or concealed information then
his election from the constituency
will have to be cancelled. At the end
of the day we must have a matrix
that will stop fly-by-night business-
men steamrolling their way into the
political arena, getting nomination
from political parties (on the basis of
extortion/donation) and becoming
Membersofthe Jatiya Sangshad.
Politics must not be seen as the
pathway to wealth through partici-
patory corruption. [t must not also

accord to an MP a status where he
considers himself as being above
the due process of law and aecount-
ability. Some of the political parties
who have very little presence
throughout the country will proba-
bly term some of the EC's require-
ments as harsh or even undemo-
cratic but that should not stop the
EC from bringing back some order
intathe system.

The other day, far example, one
political party suggested to the
Election Commission that "willing
candidates from a non-registered
party should be allowed to partici-
pate in the elections through a
registered party’. This is absurd. If
someone is so keen to participate,
that person can always do s0 as an
independentcandidate.

The Election Commission and
the political parties should also
focus in their ongoing discussions
on the following factors: (a) the
question ofhaving afixed regulatory
mechanism pertaining to the
receiving of donations by political
parties, generating of other forms of
revenue by such parties and their
eventual expenditure (which has to
be made more transparent and
should include annual duditing)
and (b) The publication of clear
manifestas by each political party at
least three months Eefnm the elec-
tion date (with regard ta their per-
spective policies on future agricul-
tural initiatives, energy, vocational
lmininliland employment opportu-
nities, healthcare, safeguarding of
human rights, higher education,
dissemination of information
technology, improvements to bc
undertaken in the transport and
communications sector, the facili-
ties to beaccorded to our hardwork-
ing expatriate community and the
diversification of our manufactur-
ing capacity and the export base).
These manifestos should be devoid
of platitudes and focus on real
answers to real issues, as they exist
both at the district levels and the
nationallevel.

We need to move one step ahead
in the global race and restore confi-
dence inus within the International
community. This will help us again
to emerge as a country others can
bank on and investin. Only then will
democracy find a meaningful
expression.

Muhammad Zamir s a former Secretary and
Ambassador who can be rsached at
mzaming@dhaka.nat

Mid-term poll probable, not inevitable

- Kurpip NAYAR
writes from New Delhi

HAT one imagined was a
storm [n the tea cup has
not subsided. The

Communist Party of India (Marx-
ist), the main Left group, has pre-
pared itself to part company with
the Congress-headed coalition at
the Centre. The rest of the Left
would follow suit. This may make
the mid-term poll probable, if not
inevitable.

There is, however, more to the
CPM's decision, not the Indo-US
nuclear deal alone. The party is
trying to wipe out its record of
"going along" with the government
on the economic policies which
have benefited the upper half. [n
the process, the party has unwit-
tingly strengthened the hold of
multinationals over India and
reduced nearly 70 million people to
the penury of the British days.

The Left will have to go before
people with an ashen face to seek
their forgiveness. They expected it
to make the Congress-led govern-
ment depart from the pre-World
Bank policies. Instead, the Left
became part of the establishment
and felt satisfied over taking unim-
portant decisions like choosing

Irfdia's” vice-president. A -party
believing in revolution supported
the status quo, enjoying the distant
glow of power. At times, it barked,
but the Congress knew it would
never go beyond that--andbite.

If and when there is a no-
confidence motion against the
Congress, the Left will be hard put
to posture itself, [t cannot support
the motion, which the BJP will back
or initiate. Nor can the Left be
happy to see the government stay-
ing in power after

factor.

- known communalists, something as

bad as supporting the lndo-Ub
nucleardeal.

This dilemma will become more
embarrassing if and when the BJP
decides to sponsor_the no-
confidence motion. Were the Left
to abstain, the government would
survive. This may give a wrong
message to its cadres, which are
keyed up to oust the government if
it decides to go through with the
deal. On. the other hand, if the

Congress governments without
having a majority. Only the presi-
dent can decide what to do with a
minority government. Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi probably antic-
ipated such a situation. She was
adamant to have the president of
her choice. In Pratibha Patil Sonia
has arubberstamp president.

The Congress may stay in power,
butits credibility will begin to slide.
This may explain the sudden
induction of Rahul Gandhi, Sonia's

government falls because of lho\ﬁ /sun, as the secretary-general in
w
BETWEEN!THE LINES

The plus point of the Congress is that the B!P its main rwal isin the doldrums. It could not even pass an economic
resolution at the national executive held a few days ago. The party has preferred to go still deeper into Hindutva,
not realising that this line pulled it down in the last general election. The third front, United National Progressive
Alliance, may be the dark horse. All its constituents are the parties which may benefit from the anti-incumbency

dynastic stamp is probably impor-
tant for even senior Congress
leaders who have no base. Rahul's
entry atleast has opened the doors
for young Congress MPs and oth-
ers. Sonia did not allow them to
come up till the induction of Rahul
because she was afraid lest one of
them should find a respondent
chord in the country and become a
challenge to Rahul.

Yet, leadership is not a plug of
tabacco which canbe passed byone
leader to another. Rahul will have to

|
\

"operationalising” the Indo-US
nuclear deal. True, the majority in
both houses of parliamentdoes not
accept the nuclear deal. But the
Indian system is such that the
cabinet's approval binds the coun-
try. Parliament's sanction is not
necessary.

Former UP chief minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav was the first to
announce his support to any political
party, even the BJP, inits efforts to oust
the government. Buthewould prefer
the Left doing so, as he has said. The
Left supporting the no-confidence
motion would amount to voting with
the BJP and joining hands with the

BIP mation, the cadres and even
the liberals may not feel happy over
the exit of a secular setup when the
Leftcould have rescued it.

Yet, there is an option: the Left
parties canwrite to the president of
India, informing her about the
withdrawal of their support to the
Congress-led government, and
stay at that. This may not force the
government toresign. Evenifitisin
a minority in the 545-member
house, it falls only when the oppo-
sition proves that it has crossed the
magic figure of 272, the half-way
mark. Both Mrs Indira Gandhi and
P.V. Narasimha Rao ran the

charge of the Youth Congress. [
recall the time when Mrs Indira
Gandhi installed Sanjay Gandhi in
the same position in the Congress
session at Chandigarh., However, at
that time, the country was under
the emergency. None dared to
speak against the appointment.
Even otherwise, the Congress
leaders do not, and await the
Congress president's indication.
But will Rahul shore up the sagging
stock of the party?

Today, there is no emergency.
But the fear of Sonia is so pervasive
that every bit of dissent in the
Congress has been snuffed out. The

prove himself, The impression that
he, Jawaharlal Nehru's great grand-
son, has only to be there for the
people to flock around him was
proved wrong. He led the campaign
during UP assembly election. The
Congress went down further in the
percentageofvotes polled,

Rajiv Gandhi, imposed by his
mother, proved his majority. He
won 420 seats in the Lok Sabha,
even though it was on the wave of
sympathy after Mrs Indira
Gandhi's assassination. Rahul is
not even a familiar face as Rajiv
Gandhi was before he became
prime minister. Rahul will have to

work at the grassrogts, something
whu.h the Congress has forgotién,
fet, much will depend on the
programs the Congress projects.
The Rural Employment Guarantec
Scheme, which promises every
family a half-year employment,
would help, although the pilferage
in the program is substantial, But
how will the Congress explain the
disparities its policies have cre-
ated, class-wise and state-wise?

The plus point of the Congress is
that the BJE its main rival, is in the
doldrums. [teould noteven pass an
economic reselution at the
national executive held a few days
ago. The party has preferred to go
still deeper into Hindutva, not
realising that this line pulled it
down in the last general election.

The third front, United National
Progressive Alliarce, may be the
dark horse. All its constituents are
the parties which may benefit from
the anti-incumbency factor. They
are the ones who were replaced,
and they are the ones who stayed in
the opposition as separate entities,
The voters in India have no real
choice. No new elements have
come up to contest against the
existing political parties -- the
difference between them is that of
Tweedledee and Tweedledum.

The Left is bound to pursue the
question of the Indo-US nuclear
deal. The middle class, embedded
to consumerism, is notopposed to
the deal. But what can make the
difference is the projection that
the deal has lessened India's
sovereignty. The Left has not been
able to-build up a convincing case
on this point. ltisapity.

Kuldip Mayarls an emingntindian columnist.

'Quality teachers for quality education...’

PROF. QUAZI FARUQUE AHMED

ESTERDAY, October 5 was
Waorld Teachers' Day and a
. day of celebration for the
'teaching community throughout
the globe, in view of the adoption
by the ILO and UNFSCO, 'Recom-
mendations' concerning the status
of teachers on that date in 1966 in
Paris at a special intergovernimen-
tal mnt‘nmnce The'Recommenca-
tions' are immensely important
due to their wide ranging signifi-
cance and implications in regard to
educators in particular and educa-
tionin general.

Theme of the Day for 2007
Education International (EI) under
the patronage of UNESCO adopted
the main theme for the World
Teachers' Day 2007 as: "quality
teachers for quality education;
better working conditions for
teachers mean better learning
conditionsforlearners".

To quote: "A decent wurking
environment a safe and healthy
[earning environment for teachers

4

and learners, appropriate class-
sizes and adequate pedagogical
resources in the classroom;

Living wages salaries that allow
for decent living conditions and
thatareregularly paid;

Equal pay and equal rights for
women female teachers should
not experience discrimination of
any form and governments should
ensure the empowerment of
women in the education setting, in
decision making and in the work-
place;

Initial and onpoing professional
development the opportunity to
gain and to develop professional
skills, to be kept up to date with
new information and pedagogical
techniques, and to develop a
career,

Involvernent in policy-making
to ensure that new policies reflect
the reality of the classroom, social
dialogue should be an integral part
of education planning and policy
formulation;

Collective bargaining to defend
and enhance teacher' rights work-
ing conditions, as well as quality

assessments of teaching proce-
dures, must be negotiated between
representatives of the govern-
ment/employers and the represen-
tative education unions.”

Four salient features

« Since education is a service of
fundamental importance it
should be recognised as a
responsibility of the state.

« Teachers' organisation should be
recognised as a force which can
contribute gready to educational
advance and which therefore
should be associated with the

- determination of education
policy.

s Since education is an essential
factor in econamic growth,
educational planning should
form an integral part of total
economic and social planning
undertaken to lmpr{we living
canditions.

» Teachers' salaries :jhuuld:

i. reflect the importance to
society of the teaching function
and hence the importance of
teachers as well as the responsibili-

ties of all kinds which fall upon
them from the time of their entry
into the service;

ii. compare favoUrably with
salaries paid in other occupations
requiring similar or equivalent
qualifications;

iii. provide teachers with the
means to ensure a reasonable
standard ofliving for themselves
and their families as well as to
invest in further education or in
the pursuit of cultural activities
thus enhancing their professional
qualification

Violation of 'Recommen-

dations'

The teachers and employees of
28,000, educational institutions
(schaals, colleges, specialised and
technical institutions) in
Bangladesh passed through a very
difficult time in discharging their
professional obligations in the very
near past prior to the present care-
taker government took charge, In
the backdrop of harassment, politi-
cal repression and vengeance,
termination of teachers and

employees, the then authorities
continuously violated the provi-
sions of 9,10,46, 47, 49, 61, 62, 63,
71, 72,73, 82,89,90,115,117 of
"UNESCO/ILO Recommendations
Concerning the Status of
Teachers." Teachers across the
country were subjected to "torture
and repression” and many teach-
ers were sacked from their job even
without showing any cause. Govt.
“Stopped" salaries of thousands of
teachers and employees without
giving any scope for self defense.
The non teaching staff of the non
govt, educational institutions of
Bangladesh, not only were sacked
from job without show cause
notice, For years together they
were compelled to wark for more
than 8 hours, sometimes even up to
11/12 hours at a stretch without
any remuneration for the extra
work There seems to be no end to
their agonies such as absence of
service conditions even today.

The then Education Ministry
issued orders one after another
often seriously jeopardising the
honour, professional status and

dignity of the teachers. On January
8 of 2005 alone, nine such orders
were issued to stop due salaries,
deprive from higher scale on
seniority and promotion, etc. The
Education Ministry then took all
such decisions without any con-
sultation with the teachers' repre-
sentatives, in clear violation of the
UNESCO/ILO Recommendations.

Mational Front of Teachers and
Emplayees (NFTE), the largest
united platform of the non govt
teachers and employees, represent-
ing the hopes and aspirations of
about half a million teachers and
employees serving in educational
institutions, raised a voice of protest
against the flagrant violation of the
provisions of the UNESCO/ILO
Recommendations. It submitted an
8- point Charter of Demands to the
then government which included
10 per cent enhancement of the
initial govt. salary as per election
commitment of the then ruling
party, dearness allowance due to
increase of prices of essential com-
modities, reinstatement of illegally
terminated teachers and employ-

ees, and implementation of the
UNESCO/ILO Recommendations.

Allocation in education
Governments in Bangladesh
claimed highest allocation in
education though the non- govt.
teachers and employees get only
Tk. 100 (less than 2 US Dollars)
each for monthly house rent and
medical allowance. That allocation
again is also decreasing in actual
value due o devaluation of  cur-
rency. On the other hand, there is
virtually no allocation for libraries
and laboratories.

It is very relevant to mention
here what International
Commission on Education for the
21st Century headed by Jacques

~Delors has stressed in its report to

UNESCO: "Improving the quality
of education depends on first
improving the recruitment, train-
ing, social status and conditions
of work of teachers, They need the
appropriate knowledge and
skills, personal characteristics,
professional prospects and moti-
vation if they are to meet the

expectationsplaced upon them."

Half a million teachers in
Bangladesh raise their heads with
the expectation and forward-
looking conviction that teachers
wauld be duly consulted in edu-
cational matters, and their cre-
ativity as well as skill and experi-
ence fully utilised by authorities
in the greater perspective. and
interest of human development.
They along with 60 million coun-
terparts in other countries urge
for implementation of the 145-
para UNESCO-ILO
Recommendations on the status
of teachers. 'Since education is a
service of fundamental impor-
tance, it should be recognised as a
responsibility of the state.'
Education, educators and pupils
rightly, deserve, appropriate
national attention,

Prof. Quazl Famque Ahmwd-h Wqufdinatur
Nalional Front of Taachers

and Secretary Ganeral, Bas
Teachers' Associations(BFTA}
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