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Dispel misunderstandings

among different faiths

Iftekhar urges UN members

UNB, Naw York

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury called upon the UN
members to dispel “misunder-
standlngsamong different faiths"”,

said followers of different
re[iglnns'ami ths in Bangladesh
live in a state of tranquil harmaony,
aswe have beenable toinculcate in
our peoples a sense of tolerance
and respect fordiversity.

He made these remarks atahigh
level meeting on inter-religious
understanding, chaired by the
president of the General Assembly

Dr Srgjan Kerim. UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon attended the
meeting onThursday.

About 72 speakers, mostly
foreign ministets representing
their countries spoke at the confer-
ence, saysapressrelease,

He added that the current state
of globalisation poses many chal-
lenges to some countries.

Iftekhar said spread of edu-
cation, alleviation of poverty,
empowerment of women and
polarisation in the community
are needed to bring peace and
harmony. He sought interna-

tional cooperation in this
regard.

He said every year Bangladesh
introduces a resolution in the
General Assembly on "The Culture
of Peace'. This year too Bangladesh
woulddo the same.

Bangladesh initiative receives
an overwhelming support among
the UN members, headded.

He noted Bangladeshi contribu-
tion in peacekeeping and said
whenever Bangladeshi peacekeep-
ers are present the message of
social harmony is being propa-
gated.

Two cattle
thieves die
in mob
beating

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Two cattle thieves were lynched
by angry mob at Madhupur in
Tangall in the early hours of yes-
terday.

The dead were identified as
Mohammad Ainal Miah, 30, son of
Khalilur Rahman Khoka of
Bekerkona village and his younger
brother Mohammad Ripon Miah,
25.

Police said a gang of cattlé
thieves entered Mohishmara
village by a three-wheeler at
around 3;30am in a bid to steal
cattle,

Sensing their presence, the
villagers surrounded the gang
and caught two of the thieves and
beat them mercilessly to death.

The rest of the thieves, how-
ever, managed to escape the
scene with the three-wheeler,
they said.

On information, Madhupur
police rushed to the spot, recov-
ered the bodies and sent them to
Tangail General Hospital morgue
forautopsy.

ANM Golam Mostofa, officer-
in-charge (OC) of Madhupur Police
Station, told The Daily Star that

“Ainal and Ripon were professional
cattlethigves.. . .

"Madhupur police had an-estntt
them with fourstolen cows on April
22 but they were released on bail
recently,” headded.

Road crashes kill 3,

injure 73

STAR REPORT

At least three people were killed and
73 others injured in separate road
accidents in Chittagong, Bagerhat,
Brahmanbaria and Satkhira yester-
day,

Staff correspondent from
Chittagong reports: One person was
killed and three were injured in a
road accident on Chittagong-
Hathazari Road at Hathazari in the
districtyesterday.

The accident occurred when a
truck from the city collided head-on
with a CNG-run auto-rickshaw on
Chittagong-Hathazari road at
Madanhat Jamtala at around
8:00am, leaving CNG-passenger
Liton Chowdhury, 30, dead on the
spotand three othersinjured.

The injured were rushed to
Chittagong Medical College
FHospital.

Staff correspondent from
Khulna adds: A woman was killed
and 40 others were injured in a road
accident at joydihi village under
Mollahat upazila of Bagerhat yester-
day.

3fi‘he dead was identified as
Afroza Begum, 30, wife of Shahadat
HossainofKhulnacity.

Of the injured, 14 were rushed to
Mollahat Upazila Health Complex.

Police and witnesses said the
accident occurred when a Dhaka-
bound passenger bus from Khulna
collided hedd-on' with ‘a minibus
bound for Bagerhat from Mollahat
upazila.

Drivers managed to escape while
police seized the two busses from
thespot.

Our correspondent from
Brahmanbaria adds: One person
was killed in a road accident on
Brahmanbaria-Chittagonghighway
at Sultanpur village under Sadar
upazila early in the morning yester-
day.

The dead was identfied as Md
Kamal Uddin Ahmed, 35, of
Sultanpur village under Sadar
upazila.

The accident occurred when a
speeding bus knocked Kamal's
rickshaw while he was going to his
relative's house from Sultanpur
village,leaving him dead on the
spaot.

Our correspondent from
Satkhira says: At least 30 people
wereinjured, 12 of themseriously, in
a road accident on Tala-Paikgachha
road near Mobarakpur in Tala
upazilayesterday.

The injured are Alamgir, Tarak g

Biswas, Niranjan Das, Samsur
Rahman, Niranjan Das, Kartik
Biswas, Rajab Ali, Samsul Alam,
Nasrin Sultana, Rabeya Khatun,
Ayesha Begum, Nityananda Biswas,
Sabur Sheikh, Samsul Alam,
Solaiman, Bijon Bisas, Hafiza
Khatun, Nasrin Sultana, Jabbar Gazi
and Arshad Gazi.

Quoting local people police said
the accident occurred when a
Paikgachha-bound bus turned
upside down and fell into a road-
side ditch near Mobarakpur when
the driver lost his control over the
steering.

Oftheinjured, 12 were admitted
to Tala, Paikgachha and Satkhira
Sadar hospitals in critical condi-
tion.

\sl‘ff

Land fraud
syndicate takes
Tk 12 lakh loan
from bank

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A land fraud syndicate allegedly
took a loan of Tk 12 lakh from a
commercial bank after submitting
fake documents against 8.75 deci-
mals ofland at Paikparain the city's
Mirpurarea.

However, the Mirpur Branch of
Al Arafah Islami Bank on
September 27 announced to auc-
tion the land after serving loan
repayment notice to the recipients
forseveral times.

As the genuine owner of the
land AM Shamsul Alam came to
know the matter, he filed separate
cases with a Dhaka court and
Mirpur Police Station agalnst two
alleged frauds MNasir Uddin ang
Kawser Rashid in this connection.

One of the cases filed is pending
with the Joint District Judge's
Court, Dhaka. The other case is
now being investigated by an offi-
cial of the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID).

Owner of the land said Nasir
Uddin, in guise of a buyer, collected

* photocopies of the land's all docu-

ments from him when he had raken
aninitative toseltoutthelandin2001.

Later, the frauds adopted unfair
means and changed the name of
the owner through an affidavit.
They also attached his photograph
with the affidavit and took the loan.
Four officials of the bank, including
aformer manager, were involvedin
this process.

AM Shamsul Alam said all these
happened while he was abroad. On
his return, he came to know the
matter and filed the cases.

Boy missing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

] Amrul Hasan
| Chanchal, a 14-
year-old boy of
| Netrakona, has
| been missing
1s I n c e
September 25,
i says a press
release.
Amrul, son of Dr Shamsul Huda
{Renu Mia), went out of his house
at Kadam Deuli in Barhatta,
Netrakona, on the day to go to his

private tutor's house but did not

return home.

L He, iy five Feet rall. A general
dla ry (GD) has been filed with
BarhataPolice Station.

Anybody knowing his where-
abouts hasbeen requested to callat
01726091183 or01552324137.
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Residents of Mirhazaribagh in Jurain wait in a long queue to collect water from a water tanker of Dhaka Wasa yesterday. Acute water crisis has gripped the

areaforthe ast15 days.

Child killed,
26 hurt in
Philippines
bombings

AFP, Manila

A child was killed and 26 people
injured yesterday in two bomb
blasts in the southern Philippines,

the militarysaid.
The bombings occurred within
minutes of each other in

Kidapawan City on Mm:lanau
island.

The first bomb exploded lmder
a crgwded minibus killing an eight-
year-old girl and injuring more
than a dozen people, local brigade
army commander colonel Pedro
Soriatold AFP

He said a sécond bomb, planted
at the side of the road near to the
vehicle, ezp[uded a few minutes
later.

"We already have a suspect in
custody,” he told AFP without
elahorating.

‘He' said the !nmhmgs hap-
pened duzing the rush hour and
*hose injured were mainly students

hawere ontheirway home.

Thundershowers llkely

UNB, Dhaka ]

tomarrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty or squally wind is likely at a few places over Chittagong,
Barisal and Khulna divisions and at one or two places over Rajshahi,
DhakaandSylhet divisions inthe next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-
try during the period, Met Office said.

Highest temperature 36.2 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
atMymensingh andlowest 24.6 degree Celsius at Cox's Bazar.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:41pm today and rises at 5:52am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
incelsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 35.0 274 74 65
Chirtagc'ng' 32.0 25.8 90 92
Rajshahi 34.8 26.7 82 B8
Khulna 35.3 27.0 86 78
Barisal 34.5 27.0 a7 ' B8
Sylhet 35.8 26.5 74 70
Cox'sBazar 325 24.6 a0 80

'Pay RMG
workers their

arrears, bonus
before Eid’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Textile Garment Sramik Federation
yesterday urged the garment own-
ers to pay the arrears and bonus of
garinent workers before the Eid-ul-
Fitr, says a press release.

[najoint staterment President of
the Federation Advocate
Mahbubur Rahman and General
Secretary Bazlur Rashid Firoz said
although the garment workers
warked hard through out the
month of Ramadan, many garment
owners are not paying the workers
duly. Finding no other alternatives,
workers are staging demonstra-
tions to press home their demands.

They also said that whenever
the garment workers demonstrate
to establish their rights, the gov-
ernment and garment owners sniff
conspiracy.

The leaders also demanded
implementation of the tripartite
agreement among the garment
owners, workers and the govern-
‘ment.

METROPOLITAN/NEWS

A monitoring cell of the joint forces has been set up at Gabtoli Bus Terminal in the city to

check harassment of passengers by transport workers ahead of Eid. (Left) Home-bound

passengers wait far bus at the bus terminal. Women members of many families are now
' leaving the capital for their home districts to avoid last-minute rush. i

India keeps close eye on Pak poll

AFP, New Dethi

India is closely monitoring the
situation in Pakistan as President
Pervez Musharraf [ooks set to win
five more years in office from weel-
end elections, a senior official said
Friday.

"We are keeping a close watch
on the developments," a foreign
ministry official who asked not to
be named told AFP adding the
elections were an "internal matter”
for Pakistan.

New Delhi has been silent on
recent political developments in
Islamabad, including pro-
delnoeracy protests and the depor-
tation of former premier Nawaz
Sharif.

Analysts predicted more insta-
bility after the election that
Musharraf is expected to sweep on
Saturday and "difficulties” in ties
with India.

Musharraf, who seized power in
a bloodless coup in October 1999,
has been under pressure to hold
elections and quit as head of the
all-powerful army.

Last month, Musharraf said he
would shed his uniform by
November 15, provided he wlns
‘afipther five- year term.

Save life of
acid victim
Shamsul Huq

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Acid Survivers Foundation (ASF)
has appealed for help to save the
life of an acid survivor, says a press
release.

The victim, Shamsul Hug, who
suffered serious acid burns in most
parts of his body, is now undergo-
ingtreatmentatthe ASE

He fell victim to acid attack in
his sleep at his home at Goaldighi
village in Thakurgaon on July 7.

He was admitted to the ASF on
July 10 and then shifted to City
Hospital in Dhaka where he had
been treated for two and a half
months.

Presently, he is being treated at
ASF and his conditon is still criti-
cal. The cost of the treatmentis also
too high.

The ASE which has already spent
Tk 9 lakh on his treatment, has
appealed to the affluent people to
extend a helping hand to save his life.

Contributions can be sent to
Acid Survivors Foundation (ASF),
A/C No. 02-1702483-03, Standard
Chartered Bank.

Md Sohrab Hossain

A mother has
appealed for
financial assis-
tance for the
treatment of
her 13-year-old
son who is
suffering from
4 leukaemia, says
apressrelease.

Md Sohrab Hossain, astudentof
class five, Is now undergoing treat-
ment under the supervision of Prof
MA Mannan at Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
Hospital (Bed No.-12, Block-D, 3rd
floor).

According to doctors, Sohrab
needs proper and prolonged treat-
ment, which involves a huge
amount 6f money.

But his mother Firoza Begum, a
resident of Champanagar village at
Parshuram upazila in Feni, has
already sold off almostall her prop-
erty to meet the cost of the lreat-
ment.

She has now appealed to the
generous people to extend a help-
inghand to save thelife ofherson.

Contributions can be sent to the
following account: Firoza Begum,
Savings A/C No. 16373, Sonali
Bank, Porshuram Branch, Feni.

Interested persohs can also
contact Ashik Foundation, 114
Central Road, Dhanmondi for
further information about the boy.
Phone: 9673982 and 01717938021

Wilson john, analyst with the
Observer Research Foundation in
New Delhi, noted that Musharraf
had named former intelligence
chief Lieutenant General Ashfaq
Kiyani to succeed him as head of
thearmy.

With the president striking a
deal with former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto ahead of parlia-
mentary polls early next year "what
we see is a very complex situation
emerging in Pakistan" vis a vis
India, hesaid.

"Earlier, you had Musharraf as
president and army chief and the
pointman on the dialogue on
Kashmir," John said, referring to a
peace process between arch rivals
India and Pakistan to resolve the
decades-old dispute over the
Himalayan region.

"Now there is a three-way divi-
sion in the power structure and
evolving a consensus on issues will
be more difficult,” he said, fore-
casting a hardening of negotiating
positions at future peace talks,

"The negotiating space will be
less and less as you have more
players onstage.”

CU Bhaskar, the former head of

the Institute of Defence Studies and
Analyses said India would have to
"wait and see” how the new power
structure in Pakistan worked.

"What [ would like to see is
whether the new equations lead
to.. a reduction of violence in
Kashmir," he said, referring to New
Delhi's charge that [slamabad
supports an Islamic insurgency in
the divided state.

Officials of both countries were
expected to meet this month to try
to boost cooperation against ter-
rorism and reduce the risk of a
nuclear war beginning by accident
as part of the "composite dialogue”
peace process.

An Indian official noted that
"despite all the turmoil in Pakistan,
there is a broad consensus that the
dialogue with India should carry
on.And thatisagood sign.”

US forces kill 25 women,
children indraqi air raid+

AFP, Baghdad

US operations near the Iraqi city of
Baquba yesterday killed at least 25
peaple the American military said
were "criminals”, but Iraqi officials
said women and children were
amongthe dead.

A US military statement said a
strike targeted an Iranian-linked
commander believed to be smug-
gling weapons across the border
from Iran, accused by the
Americans of fuelling the sectarian
conflictinlraq.

US aircraft killed the insurgents
and destroyed two houses after a
heavy firefight near Baquba, 60km
north of Baghdad, during which
rebels fired rocket-propelled gre-
nades, itsaid.

Iragi defence ministry officials
and witnesses said at least 17
Iraqis including women and
children were killed in what
appeared to be part of the same
operations.

"Seventeen people were killed,
27 were wounded and eight are
missing including women and
children,” a defence ministry
official told AFP.

US helicopters attacked the
village of Al-Jayzani, near the
mainly Shia town of Al-Khalis, at

around 2 am (2300 GMT), destroy-
ing at least four houses and killing
up to 25 people, witnesses said.

Ahmed Mohammed, 31, said he
had travelled with 15 wounded
from the area to the City Medical
Hospital in Baghdad.

"There are 24 bodies on the
ground in the village and 25 others
wounded in Al-Khalis hospital,” he
told AFP.

US military spokesman Major
Winfield Danielson said the site of
theirraid, also Friday morning, was
southwestof Khalis,

"As for the operation in ques-
tion, we have no reports that any
Iraqi civilians were killed as a result
of this operation,” Danieison told
AFP. "Coalition forces only engage
hostile threats and take every
precaution to protect innocent
civilians."

The US statement sald the
target of the operation was a "Spe-
cial Groups commander believed
to be associated with members of
the [ranian Revolutionary Guards,
Quds Force."

"Special Groups" is a US mili-
tary term for what it says are secret
Shia cells which wage acts of "ter-
rorism” in Iraq with the financial
and military backing of Iran's elite
Revolutionary Guards units.

M

Seminar

Financial Mews Netwark will organise
a seminar on housing rights. Venue:

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel. Time:
10:00am.
Focus group meeting

Ministry of Environment and Faorests
and The World Canservation Union
{(IUCN) will jaintly organise a focus
group meating on 'Role of media in
sustalnable environmental
gavernance’. Venue: Mational Prass
Club. Time: 2:30pm.

Discussion

Bangladesh Magazine Journalists
Association will hold a discussion on
Ramadan. Venue: PublicLibrary seminar
room. Time: 4:00am.

Seminar

Equity and Justice Working Group
organises a seminar on foreign loan and
ald. Venue: Cirdap auditorium, Time:
10:00am.

Art competition
Singapore Tourism Beard organises a
children's art compelilion on "Singapore
in my imaginalion'. Venue: Institule of
FineArts. Time: 10:00am.

DHAKA

Inaugural ceremony

Theinaugural ceremany of palliative care
service of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU) willbe held.
Venue: Milton Hall, BSMMU. Time:
9:30am.

Mehedi festival

Dhakabasht and Nalional Press Club will
[aintly organise a mehedi festival. Venue:
Mational Press Club. Time: 11:20am.

Launching cermony

The launching ceremany of Haritage
Foundation will be held. Venue: Heritage
Restaurant, Gulshan. Tima: 5:00pm.

Premiere show

The premiera show of the film 'Nisad" will
be held. Venue: Biam auditarium. Time:
10:00am.

Rotary Dhaka

The regular weekly meeling of Rotary
Club of Dhaka will be hald. Venue: Green
View Restaurant, Kurmitola Golf Club.
Time: 4;30pm.

Rotary Dhaka North West

The regular weekly meeting of Ratary Club
of Ohaka Morth West will ba held. Venue:
Bashati Rainbow, Banani. Time: 4:30pm

3 sustain acid
injuries in
Bogra

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Three people, including a minor
girl, sustained acid burns in a

Nandigram in Bogra on Thursday
night.

The victims were identified as
Shamima Akhter, 22, her mother
Hasina and her nephew Ayesha
Siddiqui, 5. i

Source said Shamima and her
husband Sikandar were exchang-
Thursday. At one point, she
divorced his husband.

Being infuriated, Sikandar and
his accomplice Muktar threw acid
through the window of the room
where the acid victims had been
sleeping.

Locals added that Shamima's
brother divorced Sikandar's sister
few days back. Since then,
Shamima had a cold re!aﬂonshxp

with her husband, Fewy

I'""‘Ot'fi }r in-CHETFEMAT
nndi ‘Police Station t
a case has been filed agaum

Sikandarand Muktar.

Obituary

Professor Syeda Rizia Banu,
former chairman of Department
of Statistics of Dhaka University,
passed away due to cancer at a
city hospital on October 4, says a
pressrelease.

She left behind her husband
Professor M G Mostafa, two
daughters, one son and a host of
relatives to mourn her death,

She will be buried tomorrow at
Banani graveyard after namaz-e-
janaza at CMH Mosque, Dhaka
Cantonmentafter Zohr prayers.

A doa mahfil will be held on
October 8 after Asr prayers at her
Uttra residencein the city.

dents and admirers are invited to
attend the doa mahfil and pray
for the salvation of the departed
soul.

After completion of her
Masters in Statistics in 1960 Rizia
Banu joined the Department of
Statistics of Dhaka University.
She went to United Kingdom as a
Commonwealth Scholar in 1963
and obtained her M Phil degree
from University of London.

Death anniversary

~ | Today is the
| seventh death
| anniversary of
MA Rouf, for-
mer chairman
| of Bangladesh
| Muktijoddha
Sangsad, says a
press release.
He was also a former secretary
and former chief engineer of Public
Works Department (PWD).
Relatives, friends and well-
wishers are requested to pray for
thesalvation of the departed soul.

Aftab Uddin Bhuiyan

Today is the
sixth death
anniversary of
Aftab Uddin
Bhuiyan, one of
the organisers
of the War of
Liberation, a
former member
of the parliament and former
parliamentary secretary, says a
press release,

He was also the former acting
president of Bangladesh National
Lawyers' Association and founding
president of Raypura Upazila urill

of Awami League.

will be held at Raypura sadar for

On the occasion, a doa m.Bhﬂl-

sulntmnnflhcdepnrrz%g[‘ 3

dispute over divorce in Saradigorin -

ing heated words over a dispute on |

All her relatives, friends, stu- .



