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SC halts bail order
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- - case against Khaleda and Koko on
September 2 on charges of corrup-
tion in awarding Global Agro Trade
{Pvt] Co Ltd (Gatco) the contract
for ¢ontainer management at
inland container depots in Dhaka
and Chittagong Port.

The complainant alleged that
the selection meant a loss of over
Tk 1,000 crore to the government
exchequer.

" Tarique, also BNP senior joint
secretary general, stands accused
of aceumulating wealth worth over
Tk 4.82 crore through illegal means
and concealing information of
properties worth overTk+4.23 crore.

On September 26, ACC Deputy
Director Jahirul Huda filed the case
against Tarique, his wife Dr
Zubaida Rahman and mother-in-
law Iqbalmand Banu for withhold-
ingwealthinformation.

Zubaida and her mother were
charged with aiding and abetting
Tarique in attempts to show that
hiswaslegalincome.

ACC Deputy Assistant Director
Shariful Haque Siddiqui filed the
case against former law minister
Moudud Ahmed on September 16
for not declaring wealth worth Tk
440 crore. Moudud has assets
‘worth Tk 7.38 crore whichis dispro-
portionate to his sources of
income.

ACC Assistant Director Talebur
Rahman sued former communica-
tions minister Nazmul Fluda and
his wife Sigma Huda on July 11 for
discrepancies between their actual
wealth and the statements they
had submitted to the anti-graft
body.

The two are also accused of
concealing information of wealth
worthoverTk2.19 crare.

The ACC filed the case against
Dulu and his wife with Adabar
Police Station on April 19 for con-
cealing Tk 3,06,55,246 in their
wealth statements.

ACC Deputy Director Sharmin
Ferdous filed a case with Ramna
Police Station on August 19 against
daily Jugantor Chairman Nurul
[slam Babul, his wife and son for
acquiring huge wealth illegally and
concealing information of prop-
erty worth Tk 4.40 crore in their
wealth statements submitted to

~theACC.

The government put all graft
cases under the EPR. The counsel
for the accused argued that the
goverriment's bringing the case
under the EPR is illegal as the

moved for all the cases in the SC
while Additional Attarney General
Salahuddin Ahmed stood for the
state.

Salzhuddin argued that if the
EPR only implies incidents that
take place during the period of
emergency, thenitwould be mean-
ingless. So, incidents that had
occurred before declaring the state
of emergency will also have to be
broughtunderthe EPR.

The government formulated the
EPR after declaring the state of
emergency on fanuary 11.

Following yesterday's SC deci-
sion, there is now no bar to contin-
uing the proceedings of the graft
cases against Tarique, Moudud,
Huda, Dulu and Babul, said the
additionalattorney general.

ACC Secretary Mukhles Ur
Rahman in his instant reaction to
the SC ruling also said, "From now
on there would be no legal obstacle
to continuing the proceedings of
the cases."

Khaleda's counsel barrister
Rafique-ul Huq told reporters, "We
are bound to abide by the court
order.”" He also said his clients are
politicians and they should come
out through politics, "It is impossi-
ble for them to come out from jail
through court,” said Rafique.

Meanwhile, Khaleda expressed
her deep shock to her lawyer
Advocate Ahmed Aazam after
hearing the SC decision when
Aazam visited her yesterday.
Khaleda discussed next legal
courseof actionwith herlawyer.

UNB adds: BNP Secretary
General Khandaker Delwar
Hossain yesterday expressed deep
shock at the Supreme Court's
rejection of bail for former prime
minister and BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia.

"After the IHigh Court and the
Chamber Judge's verdict granting
bail to Begum Zia, we thought we
have got justice," he told reparters
athisNamapartment.

"We had also expected that we
would getjustice from the Supreme
Court...We don't understand why
she was not granted bail," Delwar
said.

Responding to rebel BNP leader
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan's call for
unity of BNE, Delwar said he is not
clearabout Bhuiyan's statement.

Delwar said the BNP standing
committee may consider the unity
issue with Bhuiyun if he secks
apology for his past mistakes,

ceepting the leadership of BNP
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also alleged that due pracedures
have not been followed in filing the
cases,

Senior counsel for Khaleda
barrister Rafique-ul Huq yesterday

reforms but they want to do it by
keeping their leader Sheikh
Hasina. BNP should also carry on
its reform by accepting the leader-
ship of Khaleda Zia, headded.

Corruption suspects
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leader Shish Muhammad of
Rajshahi, mentioned on yesterday's
list, is charge-sheeted acused in three
cases, two of them in connection
with militancy.

With the publication of the fourth
list, the number of alleged high-
profile corruptionists stands at 177,
Earlier, names of 142 graft suspects
were published by the ACC in three
phases. The first list was published

- on February 18with names of 50 graft
suspectsonit.

The ACC would now initiate
primary enquiry into their alleged
corruptions and based on the
enquiry reports, the commission
would serve notices to them asking
the graft suspects to submit their
wealth statementswithin 14 days.

The ACC is likely to confirm by
next Monday when notices against
thenew corruptionsuspectwould be
issued. .

According to the ACC rules, after
receiving the notice from the com-
mission a graft suspect would get
seven working days to submit his or
her wealth stalement. A person can
apply for extra seven days' time, ifhe
orshefeelsthe need to doso.

The commission would go for
legal actions or file a case against a
suspect if the suspect does not sub-
mit his or her wealth statement
wiﬂ%nﬂl}:su;}l&mcddme. i

elists o cﬁmﬂ suspects ha
been prepared mugh a secret
investigation initiated by the ani-

hady and different rmument
‘intelligence agencies with the help of
Bangladesh Bank, National Board of
Revenue (NBR) and other govern-
mentoffices.

The taskforces of National
Coordination Committee to Combat
Corruption and Serious Crime have
been saying for the last few days that
a fresh Eﬁl--lhc last one--of corrup-
tion suspects would be published
5000,

However, on October 2, the ACC
secretary told reporters that the new
list of graft suspects would come ta
the commission in piecemeal fash-
ion. ;
FULLEISTOFSUSPECTS

- |, Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
« MayorSadeque Hossain Khoka, 2. AL
Eresidmm member Tofail Ahmed, 3.
ormer BNP state minister Maj (retd)
KamrnulIslam, 4. AL presidium mem-
- ber Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, 5.
- Khulna City Corporation Mayor
- Shaikh Tayebur RuEm:m, 6. Former
BNP MP Shahidul Haq Jamal, 7.
Former adviser to the prime minister
(Khaleda Zia) Prof Jahanara Begum,

8. San of former finance minister M
Saifur Rahman, Shafiur Rahman
Babu, 9. Former BNP state minister
AKM Mosharraf Hossain, 10. Former
BNP MP Sardar Shakhawat Hossain
Bakul, 11. Former BNP MP Elias Ali,
12, Former AL MP AKM
Rahmatullah, 13. Former law secre-
tary Alauddin Sardar, 14 Former

adviser to a caretaker government
Justice M Fazlul Hug, 15, Former AL
state minister KM [ahangir, 16,
Former APS (2) to ex-prime minister
(PM) Khaleda Zia, Deputy Secretary
Abdul Matin, 17. Farmer chairmanof
BRTC Taimur Alam Khandaker, 18.
Former APS (1) to ex-PM Khaleda
Zia, Deputy Secretary Shamsul Alam,
19. Former managing director of
Essential Drugs Company Ltd
Harun-Al Rashid, 20. Former com-
munications secretary Rezaul Hayat,
21, Deputy Secretary Alauddin
Nasim, 22, Former AL MP Quazi
Zafar Ullah, 23. Former BNP MP
Fazlul Hague Milon, 24. Former BNP
MPAbul Khayer Bhuiyan, 25. Former
BNP MP FProf Jainal Abedin alias VP
Jainal, 26. Fonmer BNP MP Dewan
Salauddin, 27, Proshika Chairman
Kazi Faruque, 28. Former BNP dep-
uty minister Asadul Habib Dulu, 29.
Former Jatiya Party MP Mashiur
Rahman Ranga, 30. Former manag-
ing director of Teletalk Md
Obaidullah, 31. Building inspector
and Rajuk CBA president Amir
Khasru, 32. Former Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) secretary
Eshag Ali Khan Panna, 33, Former
chainman of Srimangal municipality
Mohsin Mia zlias Madhu, 34, Former
BCL president Enamul Hugq
Shamim, and 35. BNP leader Shish
Muhammad of Rajshahi.

7-yr-old boys
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accusing them of breaking open his
shop and taking away valuables
worth about Tk 15,000 at about
10:00am on August 2.

Following the case, police
arrested them the same day and
forwarded to the CMM Court the
next day, They were granted bail
from the court upon a bond of Tk
100 with two guarantors.

The General Recording Officer
(GRO) yesterday placed the charge
sheet of the case before the
Metropolitan Magistrate Shah
Alam Sardar for accepting it. But
the court did not pass any order on
the chargesheet.

The filing of the case and press-
ing charges against the boys cre-
ated mixed reaction amang the
people, litigantsand others.

Mothers of the bays yesterday
told reporters on the court pre-
mises that the complainant had a
grudge against them and the case
was filed against their children to
harass them. They wondered how
such little children could break
open the shop and take away valu-
ables from the shop. They sought
justice from the court and
demanded exemplary punishment
to the complainantofthe case.

TIB terms NGOs
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activities are inflated to the donors to
bring money for addressing prob-
lems that are actually ‘artificial.’ It,
however, acknowledged the NGOs'
contribution in socio-economic
developmentof the country.

Sadhan Kumar Das said due to
weak ingtitutional framework, the
NGO Affairs Bureau cannot monitor
the NGOs' activities, while the NGOs

ive more than enough gifts to the
onors to satisfy them and cover up
theiriregularites.

"There are also some 'well-
trained' beneficiaries who always
speak of the positive aspects of the
NGOs every time the donors go for
field visits," hesaid adding that many
a time, same NGO gets fund from
different donors, as there is no coor-
dination amongthe donors.

The study found that in 85 per-
cent NGOs, the members of the
governing body are relatives of the
governing body executive chairman.
Besides, 90 percent NGOs appoint
fumiliar auditors for auditing with 85
percent NGOs preparing their audit
and financial reports with exaggera-
tion.

The procurement process of the
NGOs is alse not transparent,
Sadhan Kumar said adding that fake
quotations are collected from the
bidder that is pre-selected by the
NGO.A fixed percentofmaoneyisalso
collected from the sellers on condi-
tion that materials will be bought
fromhimorher, henoted.

The employees of the NGOs are
also appointed as per the choices of
the NGO boss or recommendations
of the influential Emplc. the study
said adding that the employees are
not paid salaries as per the proposal
of the projects or pledged in the
advertisements attimes.

Retired high officials are
appointed who can use their admin-
istrative network (o gain special
facilities fromadministration.

In addition to forming an inde-
pendent umbrella body to monitor
the NGOs' activities, the study rec-
ommended formulating a guideline
for formation of governing bodies,
making all information of the NGOs
available o stakeholders and hold-
ing them accountable to the govern-
ment, donors and beneficiaries,

Former adviser to a caretaker

overnment M Hafizuddin Khan,

epartment of Social Services
Director Amzad Hossain, Campaign
for Popular Education Director
Rasheda K Chowdhury, Awami
League leader Asaduzzaman Noor
spoke at the discussion among
others modemted by TIB Executive
Director Driftekharuzzaman.

Polls by Dec '08
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well as activities related to holdin
clection in a free, fair and neutra
manner inthe targeted timeframe.
., Mentioning various reform
“thdisures and préparation of Voler
list with photographs, the chief
adviser said he is hopeful that the
Election Commission would be
able to accomplish its task as per
the roadmap to arrange election in
time,

He also mentioned the
Election Commission's dialogue
with the political parties on elec-
toral rules and regulations and
hoped that they would take nec-
essary steps.

Referring to the reforms in’

political parties, Fakhruddin said
democracy does not mean only
casting votes or changing govern-
ment, it is much more than that,
There should bea change in politi-
cal culture so that honest, dedi-
cated and competent persons can
come up to contest in elections.

John Dennis appreciated the
Chief Adviser's speech at the
62nd session of UNGA and also
his speech in the high-level event
on climate change and
Bangladesh's role in global initia-
tive to face the challenge of global
warming and climate change.

The British official stressed
Bangladesh-UK cooperation in
tackling the climate change.

British High Commissioner in
Dhaka Anwar Choudhury,
Secretary at CA's Office Kazi M
Aminul Islam and DG (Europe
and European Union) at the
Foreign Ministry Md MNazmul
Quaunine were present during
the meeting.

UN peacekeeping
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hercontributions,

The peacekeeping operations
chief assured the adviser that the
UN would keep in mind Dhaka's
case when future placements
become available, according to a
message received in Dhaka yester-
day from the Permanent Mission of
Bangladesh to the Unlted Nations
in New York.

Guéhenno also thanked
[ftekhar for the role that
Bangladesh is playing in this regard
and praised the performance of
Bangladeshi troops on the ground.

The two discussed possible
future deployment in Sudan's
troubled Darfur region.

The foreign affairs adviser was
told that as Sudan might withdraw
her objections to non-African
infantry presence in the region, the
UN would be in a better position to
take up the offers from Asian coun-
iries of which Bangladesh is a
prominenione,

"l told Mr Guéhenno that
Bangludeshi people enthusiasti-
cally support this noble role of our
troops and we would be quite
happy to expand our number, if
called upon to do 50", Iftekhar told
reporters following the meeting.

"I also invited Mr Guehenno to
visit Bangladesh again and see for
himself our capabilities", he
added.
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US trade office
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Although Bangladesh apparel sector
doesnotenjoy GSP facilities from US,
any anti-Bangladesh decision by the
USTR after taking into consideration

. the AFL-CIO appeal will take a seri-

ous toll on the country's exporis to
US, he said.

Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA) President
Fazlul Haque said the BKMEA is very
much worried about the hearing but
he hoped that the USTR would not
considertheappeal.

Any decision accepting _the
appeal may send a wrong signal (o
US traders as well as consumers
about-use of Bangladeshi products,
henoted.

Representatives from the minis-
tries of commerce and foreign affairs,

Bangladesh Export Processing Zones

Authority (Bepza), BGMEA, BKMEA
and Bangladesh Frozen Food
Exporters Association went to
Washington to participate in the
hearing, sourcessaid.

Meanwhile, the Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD) in a submission to
the USTR protested the AFL-CIO
allegation, saying that the complaint
made by it with regard to labour
rights and hurnan rights violation in
readymade garment (RMG) sectorin
Bangladesh ismostunwarranted.

The CPD, a leading think tank of
the country, said, "Although
Bangladesh RMG sector is not cur-
rently receiving GSP facilities in the
US market (textiles and shrimp
exports however get), the issue of
zero-lariff market access for apparel
products from Bangladesh is being
discussed and debated in the USA at
the moment. We think that raising
this issue at this point of time is
geared to distract attention from an
issue which is of critical importance
for the survival of Bangladesh's
export-oriented RMG sector in the
context of increasing competition in
the post-MFAglabal market”

It further said various interna-
tional organisations such as IFC-
SEDE GTZ etc are working with
major trade associations in the RMG
seclar (o ensure cnmplizmce stan-
dard at the factorylevel. Any concern
with regard to labour rights-related
problems, if any, should be taken up
by appropriate bodies such as the
[LO. The ILO has it office in
Bangladesh since long, it pointed
OuL.

The CPD urged the USTR not to

Zillur urges govt
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He urged the Election Commission
to simplify the rules regarding
registration of political parties, He
said it would be very tough for any
political party to ger registered
after fulfilling all the conditions set
bythe EC.

Zillur said there are some irra-
tional conditions in the draft pro-
posals for the registration of politi-
cal parties with the EC.

He said they support the EC's
electoral roadmap and want to
help ECinimplementing it.

Zillur said they want an election
free of black money, muscle power,
fundamentalism and criminal
activities.

He alsa demanded that the EC

should notallow thereligion-based
political parties to get registered.

The acting AL chief reiterated
that his party would not participate
in the next election unless its
detained party president Sheikh
Hasina is released. "Time will tell
whatto do," said Zillur.

FHe urged the party leaders and
activists to take steps to get Hasina
released.

He said the party is united and
hewill notlet the party splites long
asheisalive.

takeany decisionor actionwhichwill
harm the interest of the export-
oriented RMG  sectar, discourage
investment and undermine the
interest of RMG workers of
Bangladeshin the final analysis.

Tt hoped that the AFL-CIO sub-
mission would be deservedly
rejected by the USTR.

Different labour organisations

under the banner of Bangladesh
Garments Workers Union Council
(BGWUC) on Wednesday urged the
US government not to discontinue
the GSP facility for Bangladesh just to
satisfy the US-based labour rights
group.
If the 1S government considers
the 'false and baseless' petition filed
by the rights body, Bangladesh's
MG sector will face a massive set-
back, resulting in joblessness for
female garmentworkers, theysaid.

They noted that although
Bangladesh gets very limited benefit
from GSP facilities, lifting of such
facilities would certainly establish
the AFL-CIO claim about violation of
labourrightsin Bangladesh.

Nazma Akther, president of
Sammilito Garments Sramik
Federation, told journalists, "If the
US authorities want to empower
global women, especially
Bangladeshi poor women, they
should not consider the complaint
lodged by the AFL-CIO. Rather they
should continue the GSP facilities for
Bangladesh.”

The AFL-CIO made four com-
plaints in its petition. These include
violation of domestic and interna-
tlonally recognised workers' rightsin
the EPZs in Bangladesah, violation of
domestic labour laws and interna-
tionally recognised labour standards
in AMGindustry, similar violationsin
shrimp and fish processing indus-
tries, and violent actions by govern-
ment security forces against trade
unionists, workgrs and labour rights

groups.

Hasina, Rehana
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sheet against the three to Dhaka's
chief metropolitan magistrate's
court.

Defence lawyers Sahara
Khatun, Kamrul Islam and Abdur
Rahman Howlader in their petition
mentioned that they had earlier
submitted a writ petition to the
High Court (HC) challenging the
legality of the case.

They said the court, after hear-
ing, granted ad interim bail to
Hasina in two cases filed with
Gulshan and Tejgaon, police  sta-
tions and also issued a rule upon
the gavernment.

But the Supreme Court stayed
the HC order following govern-
ment appeals and directed the HC
to dispose of the matter, the
defencesaid adding that the matter
was now on the HC's cause list.

They prayed to the court not to .

pass any judgment on whether to
accept the charge sheet until the
HC disposes of the matter.

Azam | Chowdhury, managing
director of Eastcoast Trading Pvt
Ltd, filed the case against Hasina
and Sheikh Selim with Gulshan
Police Station on June 13, accusing
them of extorting Tk 2.99 crore
fromhim.

Rehana's name was later
included in the charge sheet as the

10 found her involvement in the
extortionduring investigation.
fvint forces arrested the AL chief
in connection with the case on July
16 and produced her before a
magistrate's court which sent her
toasub-jail.

Two more extortion cases and a
graft case were filed with Tejgaon
Police Station against the former
prime minister on April 9, June 13
and September2.

EC not upset
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and the Jatiya Party (JP) led by
Anwar Hossain Manju.

"Many people have disliked
what we have said and they have
told us that the people are our main
clients. Yes, in a sense our main
clients are the people and we com-
municate with them through the
political parties,” Huda said.

In defence of the proposals for
electoral reforms including man-
datory provision for political par-
ties' registration with the EC, he
said, "We want to introduce a
healthy culture of politics by hold-
ingafree and fairelection.”

JP Secretary General Sheikh
Shahidul Islam said the people
have become frustrated with the
activities of the paolitical parties
and the politicians and they have
been putin the dock.

"But politicians have even
sacrificed their lives in the greater
interests of the nation in the past,”
Shahidul Islam, who led the JP-
Manju delegation, said.

TheJP placed a 14-point recom-
mendation before the EC and
asked it to declare terrorists and
war criminals ineligible for the
pollsand being registered as voters.

In response to this proposal,
Election Commissioner Brig Gen
(retd) M Sakhawat Hussain said,
"We are agreed in principle on what
you said. But they [war criminals
and terrorists] will have to be iden-
tified by the court first."

At this stage the CEC inquired if
anybody was convicted of war
crimes. The JP secretary general

informed the CEC thata number of
criminals were punished.

In an oblique reference to
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh, the JP
leaders said the party is the local
chapter of an international politi-
cal party and it cannot get regis-
tered with the EC.

The P delegation supported the
proposal for making registratian of
political parties mandatory but
suggested making a different law
onit rather than incorporating itin
the Representation of People Order
(RPO).

On introducing transparent
ballot boxes in the next parliamen-
tary elections, the JP leaders said
they do not bother whether the
ballot boxes are transparent or
traditional. "But the Election
Commission should introduce
transparent ballot box if a major
political party demands it, other-
wise the party may question the
election in case it is defeated,"
Shahidul said.

The CEC informed the JP lead-
ers that if a major political party
demands intraduction of transpar-
ent ballot box in the next parlia-
mentary polls, the commission will
go for it despite wastage of $2-3
million.

"Transparent ballot boxes are
not suitable for our country,” Huda
said, explaining the weakness of
the boxes. "But we will have to take
a decision soon in this regard as it
will take at least 10 months to
collect the boxes if we decide to
introduce them," he added.

UK official -
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Welcoming the chief election
comimissioner's statement that the
polls could be held early if prepara-
tions are finished ahead of the
schedule, the British official said he
is encouraged by the rapid progress
of the voter registration with pho-
tographs.

"We have welcomed the care-
taker government's decision to
ease the ban on indoor politics and
will continue to urge the govern-
ment, army and law enforcement
agencies to act impartially with
respect to public safety, human
rights, media freedom, due process
and the rule of law, in line with
Bangladesh's international human
rights obligations,” he added.

Speaking about the state of
emergency, he said a democratic
process needs genuine debate and
elections must be held in a condu-
cive atmaosphere but it is up to
Bangladesh to determine when to
lift theemergency.

Mr Dennis said the ACC, which
he visited on his first day, is playing
an important role in restoring
credibility to the democratic pro-
cess by applying anti-corruption
measures and advising the govern-
ment on how to make them sus-
tainable.

When asked whether business-
men and politicians should be
treated differently in the anti-graft
crackdown, he said the watchdog's
principles need to be consistent
with every individual and main-
tained that the ACC is living up to
that philosophy.

Mr Dennis also confirmed that
New Scotland Yard would help the
ACC retrieve assets that have been
siphoned off the country and also
pursue corruption suspects who
have fled overseas.

British High Commissioner
Anwar Chowdhury, who was pres-
ent at the press conference held at
his official residence, said a 'free,
fair and safe’ election is the main
issue, adding that the reform pro-
cess will be more successful with
‘greater safeguards' against the
political violence evinced late last
year,

Asked whether Britain thinks
due process is being followed in
prosecuting political leaders,
including the two detained farmer
prime ministers, the British envoy
said although they are closely
monitoring events in Bangladesh
they are not at liberty to comment
onthisasitisstill subjudice.

TR LAY
Dhaka Inland Container Depot
{ICD) and Chittagong Port ICD
yard to Gatco violating tender
rules.

The inter ministerial committee
members questioned yesterday are
Abdul Matin, former joint secretary
of the Shipping ministry, Jayanto
Kumar Nandi, former joint chief of
the shipping ministry, Abdul
Matin, former deputy chief of the
Planning Commission, and
Khandaker Khalequzzaman, for-
mer joint chief of the shipping
ministry.

The three incumbent bureau-
crats are Rahmat Ullah Md
Dastagir, deputy secretary of the
establishment ministry, Nepal
Chandra Sarkar, additional secre-
tary and member of Land Appeal
Board, and Barun Kumar Mitra,
joint secretary of the education
ministry.

The commission quizzed them
whether there was any pressure on
them while the Gatco deal was

' going on and how they forwarded

documents of the deal when it was
placed before them.

The ACCbrought the case under
the emergency power rules on
September 17 and arrested six of
theaccused onSeptember 22,

Floods
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behalf of the Government and the
World Bank, respectively,

It will allow the government to
continue its implementation of the
DSC [V-supported macroeco-
nomicandbudget framework.

The Supplemental Financing
will contribute to assisting the
government in covering iminedi-
ate needs for relief, ﬁivelihuod
support, and reconstruction by
accessing financial assistance
necessary to mitigate the impact of
the floods.

The additional financing to the
Fourth Development Support
Credit (DSC V) will be an impaor-
tant source of resources for the
government, as it will provide
financing at a time when the full
impact of the disaster on govern-
ment revenues is unknown, and
there is an urgent need for addi-
tonal governmentexpenditures.

The SupplememaranaImMg is
quick disbursing, without any
condition, and will contribute o
timely provision of support to
affected populations. It will also
complement the support for
medium and long-term rehabilita-
tion thatis under preparation.

Finally, the Supplemental
Financing will contribute to mini-
mising the risks to the overall
reform program that is being sup-
ported through the DSCseries, and
maintain the integrity of the transi-
tiontoa Program planned for 2008,

The credit from the
International Development
Association (IDA), the World
Bank's concessionary arm, has 40
years to maturity, including a 10-
year grace period; and carries a
service charge of 0.75 percent.
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Foreign Secretary Touhid Hossain
said Dhaka will follow up the ssue
with Kuala Lumpur for a solution.
"A probe committee went to
Malaysia and we are examining
theirrecommendations,”

In Malaysia, MEF (Malaysian
Employers' Federation) Executive
Director Samsudin Baradan came
down hard on Malaysian govern-
ment while speaking to the coun-
try's leading newspaper The Star,
saying, "The government is always
playing hot and cold with regards
to bringing in foreign workers.
Today it says it's possible and
tomorrow itsaysit's not.”

Such frequent policy changes
are causing havoe to their long-
term investment planning, he
added.

MEF President Datuk Azlan
Shah Harun will raise the issue to
the special task force set up by the
Malaysian government to facilitate
business and improve public deliv-
ery system, Samsudin said.

"This is not good for the country
in terms of long-term investment,”
he said adding that Bangladeshi
workers are well spread out in
different sectors including planta-
tion, services, and furniture manu-
facturing.

A director at Yeoh, a machinery
and steel company, feared that the
suspension on the recruitment of
Bangladeshi workers would affect
the supply of skilled manpower, as
"the Bangladeshis are quite com-
petent. They have the necessary
skillsand are hardworking."

Richard Yeap, senior manager of
Chin Well Holdings, Sdn Bhd, said
the government should review
applications on a case-by-case
basis and not impose a blanket
freeze. Since the main problem lies
within the system of outsourcing,
he advised to stop outsourcing.

Human rights organization
Tenaganita in a statement signed
by its director Irene Fernandez said
the Bangladesh government has
done its best to ensure that the
workers are recruited and sent
within the terms and conditions
stipulated by the Malaysian gov-
ernment, but the Malaysian gov-
ernment's ad hoc policies have
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"The Malaysrghignmmment.
particularly the Ministry of Home
Affairs has been in a confinuous
state of self denial to the various
problems faced by migrant work-
ers," it said adding "The
oulsourcing companies are very
much linked with patronage poli-
tics in Malaysia where (heir goal is
to make fast money fromithe poor
workers."

Under the present recruitment
system, the outsourcing compa-
nies supply the workers to employ-
erswho then keep them in gaptivity
and make use of them for tempo-
rary work withoat paying their
wages, it said.

Holding the Malaysian home
ministry responsible for approving
outsourcing companies to bring in
workers without proper verifica-
tion, the statement said, "Why do
we blame the workers? And why do
we deny the rights of these workers
tu come to the eountry to work
when there js a need for them?”

"The Malaysian gavernment,
especially Home Minister YB Datuk
Seri Mohd Radzi Sheikh Ahmad,
must take the blame,” it said add-
ing, "There isnomonitoring mech-
anism and no accountability onthe
part of these companies. They are
allowed to actwithimpunity."

Urging the Malaysian govern-
ment not to see recruitment of
migrant workers as a business, it
said, "It is unjust and inhuman.
Warkers are not commodities, but
human beings.”

"If the government wants to
arrest corruption being ingrained
in the recruitment of migrant
workers, then it must have a com-
prehensive policy that is holistie,
rights based and transparent.
Otherwise, both the Minister of
Home Affairs and the Minister of
Human Resources should resign,”
Tenaganita demanded.

Taskforce

FROM PAGE 1
She also informed the ACC team
that she did not conceal anything
inherwealth statement, he added.
"They (the ACC team) seemed
satistied as she replied properly,"
Advocate Aazam elaimed,

FROM PAGE 20
said thatadeal was expected soon.
Musharraf, a key US ally who

ized power in the nuglear-agmed
: ;g on m‘g}'}u{fﬁﬁdﬂﬁgl ?

second term but would benefit from
Bhutto's suppaort ahead of general
electionsduein early 2008,

Mushaural still faces last-ditch
Supreme Court challenges against
the legitimacy of the election, which
will be carried out by a ballot of the
two national houses of parliament
and four provincial assemblies.

"We are optimistic today but [
cannot say everything is finalised,"
she told reporters after a two-day
meeting of her party in London to
discuss the deal.

She said that if a definitive deal is
reached, her party members would
not quit parlinment, but would
instead either vote for their own
candidateinthe polls orabstain.

Bhutto has vowed to return to
Pakistan by October 18, It will be her
second homecoming after she was
driven out of the country by military
dictatorZia-ul-Haqinthe 1980s.

In Islamabad, ministers were also
hopeful after leading frantic talks to
win over some of Musharraf's politi-
cal allies who oppose any agreement
with Bhutto.

"God willing, there will be an
agreement, said Railways Minister

Benazir upbeat

Sheikh Rashid, a®close Musharraf
confidant.

"We do not need Pakistan
People's Party vates but we need_
them to stay in the assembly for the
sakeofcredibility,” Rashid told AFP

“IFeveryone else has resigned and
only the sitting government elects
Musharraf it will not be a good sign
internationally. A civilian president
should be close to the democratic
forces.”

+ Musharraf has said he will quit as
army chief before November 15 if he
is elected, but Bhutto reiterated a call
for him to step down as a general
before thepolls.

The general has been in talks with
Bhutto for a US-backed deal that
would bring two western-friendly
leaders together in a ecountry
wracked by violence linked to Osama
“bin Laden'sAl-Qaeda network.

Islamnic rebels holding more than
200 Pakistani soldiers in a troubled
tribal belt bordering Afghanistan
killed three of their hostages on
Thursday, while 26 people died in
violence in the frontier region the
previousday.

Bhutto, who was prime minister
from 1988 to 1990 and again from
1993 to 1996, says Musharraf's failure
to restore full democracy has fuelled
militancy.

FROM PAGE 20 )
It called for a summit by leaders of
"three or four countries” to declare a
formal end to the KoreanWar.

The United States and China also
foughtin the KoreanWar on opposite
sides, meaning their signatures are
necessary to finishit.

North Korea-watchers voiced
some surprise at the breadth of the
agreement as expectations had been
low. Roh, however, is a diehard advo-
cate of reconciling with the North
andleavesofficeinonly four months.

“The sumnmit produced better
results than many earlier predicied,
especially in economic cooperation
and peace,” said Kim Yeon-Chul, a
professor at Korea University's
Asiatic Hesearch Center.

Pwﬂnh wias visibly upbeat as he left

n g. He planted a tree and
wawﬁjv’.nwj':h asmile as he was seen off
by KimYong-Nam, the North's titular
number two leader, and a lively brass
marching band in blue uniforms,

SauthKorea's canservative oppo-
sition, whose presidential candidate
was well ahead to succeed Hoh in
polls taken before the summif,
acknowledged the meeting yielded
results but said it did not go far
enough.

Lee Myung-bak, the front-runner
in December's election, said North
Korea did not make any fresh com-
mitmenttoendits nucleardrive,

"There should be no rush to make
a peace declaration without nuclear
dismantlement,” Lee said,

Kim Jong-lland Roh agreed in the
declaration to make joint efforts o
ensure that existing agreements on
shutting down the North's nuclear
programme are implemented
smuoothly.

The statement means Kim Jong-11
has personally signed up w denu-
clearisation efforts almost a year
after his regime tested an atomic
weapon forthefirsttime,

[n a six-nation agreement made

Rival Korean leaders

public late Wednesday, the North
agreed to declare all its nuclear
programmes and disable its main
atomic reactor by the end of the year
under USsupervision, :

The joint statement called for
more inter-Korean summits. Kim
used the spoﬂign!:‘ll. to emphatically
deny rumours that he is suffering
heart disease, diabetes or other
health problems.

The summit also setup meetings
in November between their prime
ministers in Seoul and defence
ministersin Pyongyang.

The defence ministers will dis-
cuss the sgreement's call to create a
"peace zone" in the disputed west-
em sea border — scene of bloody
nivalclashesin 1999 and 2002.

Kim and Roh agreed to expand
economic cooperation and con-
struct a joint shipbuilding complex
atNampo southwestof Fyongyang.

They proposed a special eco-
nomic zone around the North's
southwestern eity of Haeju, and
called for faster efforts to develop the
existing Seoul<funded Kaesong
industrial comples.

A F:mﬁsi-bqrder rallway ling will
openforfreight raffic.

The leaders also said they would
open a fimst direet air route -- from
Seoul to. Mount Paekou, a sacred
mountain for Kogeans which South
Koreans can naw reach. anly by
transitingviaChina. = =~

The unpre
several summit
in person to
arriving 30 ming
summit talks. |
extendin

trust builds moreaswe talk more,” he

said. ;



