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posing threat to Japan

ANN/ THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN

slightly more than younger ones
and consequently skewing average
incomes higher.

Growing disparities are notice-
able in various respects.

While the number of those
whose annual income last year was
more than 10 million yen (585,711)
rose by 95,000 to 2.24 million yen
($814-519,199) from a year earlier,
the number af those who earned 3
million yen (525,722 or less also
rose 492,000 to 17.41 million yen
(54,218-5149,249).

By gender, the average annual
income of male employees rose
3,000 yen ($25) to 5.39 million yen
(546,210) while the that of femnale
employees declined 18,000 yen
($154) to 2,71 million yen ($23,233).

Gaps also are apparent between
different sized businesses. The
average annual income of workers
at companies with a workforce of
5,000 or more stood at 5.6 million
yen ($548,015), while that ofworkers
at companies with fewer than 10
employees stood at 3.43 million
yen ($29,406).

With regard to capital levels, the
annual income of employees at
companies whose capital stood at 1
billion yen ($8,57 million) or more
was 6.16 million yen ($52,B16),

The econamy is on track for recov-
ery in the long term, even if the
pace of improvemert may be slow.
But the average annual income of
company employees last year
declined for the ninth consecutive
year,

The gap between high-income
earners and low-income earners
also has been widening. Sa while
corporate earnings have been
sound, it is hard to say that com-
pany employees are seeing the
benefits.

According to a survey of income
levels in the private sector released
on Sept 27 by the National Tax
Agency, theaverage annual income
of those who worked at private
companies for a full year last year
stood at 4.35 million yen
(US§37,289),. 19,000 yen ($162)
lower than the previousyear.

'The figure marked a decline for
the ninth consecutive year and
stood 259,000 yen (52,219) lower
than in 1996. The drop in average
incomes may even be understated
by the survey as the average age of
company employees rase from
42.4 to 44.2 over the decade, with
older workers tending to earn

idening income gap

while the figure was 3.83 million
yen ($32,038) for workers at com-
panies whose capital stood at less
20 millionyen ($171,482).

Gaps between different indus-
tries also are obvious. The highest
average incomes, at 5.63 million
yen ($48,272), were to be found
among those in the finance, insur-
ance and real estate industries. By
contrast, the average income of
workers in the agriculture, for-
estry, fisheries and mining indus-
tries stood at 2.97 million yen
($25,462). .

Of course it is difficult to com-
pare these figures as the types of
jobs and working hours differ. But
the existence of significant gaps in
salaries between company
employees depending on such
factors as gender, company size
and type of industry cannot he
doubted.

These trends can be attributed
to several factors.

One major driver is that the
number of employees hired
through regular recruitment has
been declining, while the number
of those hired through midcareer
recruitment or as temp staff or
part-time workers has heen
increasing.

Stefan Frowein, ambassador of the European Commission to Bangladesh, and Stein Naevdal, chief marketing officer
of Grarneanphone Ltd, pose for photagraphs at a corporate agreement signing ceremony recently. As per the deal,
the mabile phone operator will provide complete communication facilities under its 'Business Solutions’ package for
the Delegation of the EC to Bangladesh, Senior officials from both the sides are also seen.
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