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‘Sffme quarters trying to create
major crisis in garment sector’

o
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STAr¥ CORRESPONDENT

ent (RMG) sectar
egovernment yester-

Readymadé
leaders and

, daysaid some quarters arc trying to

§

create a major crisis in the sector
before or after the Eid by provoking
the employees over insignificant
issues.

To foil such & move, they asked
all factory owners to pay salaries
and allowances to the workers
beforeOctober11.

They also asked the factory
owners to frame a fair and unified
palicy on bonus, tiffin and Iftar for
all workers to ward off any griev-
ance,

Law Adviser Mainul Hosein said
they have reports from reliable
sources that there are attempts in
the sector to find minor excuses
and then use them to resort (o
vandalism and arson.

"We're presently experiencing a
stalemate in the cconomy and
some problems because of a major
change in the country. We will have
to remain alert so that no-one can
take any advantage of the situa-

tion," Mainul said after a meeting
of the advisory council on law and
order atthe home ministry.

Talking to The Daily Star,
President of Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA) Fazlul Hagq
acknowledged that there is labour
dissatisfaction, which he said is not
eusy toresolve completely.

"What have made it worse are
some sorts of provocation from
outside," headded.

"We have information that there
are active aitemnpts to make {ssues
out of non-issues to provoke the
employees into creating unrest
before or after the Eid," the BKMEA
chiefsaid.

The Crisis Management Cell, set
up for research in the sector and
arrange talks to resolve garment
workers' dissatisfaction, is now
working to look for signs of any
grievances -- may it be over salary
or allowances -- that may lead to
unrest.

"The objective is to address the
prablems beforehand so that the
situation cannot turn volatile,"

Mainul said, adding that the mem-
bers of intelligence and law
enforcement agencies are also
waorking to find any attempts to fuel
grievances.

RMG leaders asked the govern-
ment to quicken the process of
forming industrial police to check
unrestat the garmentunits,

Asked whether any foreign
quarters are involved in the move
to create a crisis, Mainul Hosein
said, "We didn't discuss this point
in the meeting. Some people are
trying to instigate the crisis.”

A database of workers who are
involved in creating unrest is being
maintained and that steps will be
taken against the personsinvolved,
he added.

Meanwhile, the meeting on law
and order sent back a proposal for
conducting eviction drives in a
slum on the land of health ministry
at Chankharpool and in another
slum on the land of housing and
public works ministry near the
Bihari camp atMohammadpur.

"We have asked the authorities
concerned to come up with com-

plete work plan on what they'll do
on the land after eviction,” Home
Secretary Abdul Karim told report-
ers.

Drugging Incidents

Alarmed at the increasing activities
of "Aggyan parties' who drug peo-
ple before robbing them, the gov-
ernment is planning to bring such
cases under Emergency Power
Rules and try the criminals at
SpeedyTrial Tribunal.

Many of those arrested on such
charges slip though legal loop-
holes.

The government has also
decided to make announcement
through loudspeakers at train, bus

and launch terminals w aware
people about not wking any food, .

especially Iftar, from unknown
people.

Communications Adviser Maj,
Gen (retd) MA Matin, Education
Adviser Ayub Quadri, additional!
commerce secretary and represen-
tatives of BKMEA and Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA)
attended the meeting.

Change mindset, behaviour

to protect child rights
Speakers urge adults

STAFF CORBRESPONDENT

Changing the mindset and behav-
iour of the adults and increasing
awareness are a must o protect the
rights of children, speakers at a
roundiable said yesterday.

Although in 1990 Bangladesh
became one of the first signatories
to the United Nations Convention
an the Rights of Child (UNCRC), a
huge number of children in the
country are deprived of enjoying
their rights, including rights to
healthcare and education, they
added.

The roundtable titled "UNCRC
Reporting: Bxpectation and
-Achlevement' was jointly organ-
ised by Save the Children
Sweden-Denmark (SCSD) and
the daily Shamakal at LGED
auditorium.

Speaking asthe chief guest,
Women and Children Affairs
Adviser Geeteara Safiya Choudhury
said lack of awareness in the society
often do not let the government
implement the INCRC.

need to come forward to help the
government in this regard. A
national committee should be
formed with the representatives of
the government, NGOs and civil
society members to monitor the
child rights situation in the coun-
try.” shesaid.

While presenting the keynote
paper on "UNCRC Reporting:
Expectation and Achievernent” Dr
Rita Afsar of Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS) sald
the convention recognised special
needs for the survival, protection
and developmentofchildren.

"Yet a large number of children
are often violated and there is grow-
ing number of children who are
abused, exploited, neglected and
experienced violence at family,
schools and other institutons,
communities and at national level,"

shesaid.

Lack of awareness and limited
practice [or protection of rights by
the duty bearers along with limita-
tions of some of the important laws
and the complicated administrative
and legal set up hinder the imple-

mentationof CRC, she added.

"We have already snatched
childhood from the children in our
country. We do nat pay heed to their
needs and demands. We justimpose
our thoughts upon our children,”
said Prof Mehtab Khanam of Dhaka
University.

Quoting a research finding,
Mehtab Khanam said it is found that
mast of the mothers do not answer
the queries of their children. Rather
they divert the issues, which is nota
healthy practiceatall.

“Even a child does not need to be
sent to the correction centre. Rather

it needs |'u5t cooperation to be
grownup," sheconcluded.

Editor of the daily Shamakal |

Abed Khan moderated the discus-
sion while Executive Director of
Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers' Association (BNWLA)
Salma Ali, cultural activist Ali
Zaker, Director (Labour) of the
Department of Labour Shyamol
Kanti Ghosh and Executive
Director of INCIDIN Bangladesh
AKM Masud Alialso spoke.

"The civil society and NGOs

Tight security
during Eid,
Durga Puja

UNB, Dhaka

Some 6,000 members of police
and Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
will be deployed in the capital on
the eve of Eid-ul-Fitre and Durga
Puja, the Iargest religious festivals
of the Muslim and the Hindu
communities.

“As Durga Puja will be observed
soon after the Eid-ul-Fitre, some
6000 police and Rab personnel will
be on duty to maintain peace in the
capital during the festivals,” a
Home Ministry spokesman told
journalists.

Quoted an inter-ministerial
meeting on law and order for the
Eid and the Puja held in Home
Ministry yesterday, he said some
20,649 puja mandaps are likely to
be set up across the country, of
them 157 puja mandaps in Dhaka
Cityalone.

Chaired by Home Secretary
Abdul Karim, the meeting ordered
the concerned departments to take
stern actions against those to be
found responsible for damaging
deities or creating any kind of
anarchy at Pujamandaps.

Ashraf fails to
hold meet
in Khulna

STAFY COURESPONDENT, Khiuina

Reformist BNP leader and former
whip Ashraf Hossain failed 10 iold
ameetingof Khalishpur, Daulapur
and Khanjahan Ali thana units at
his regidence @t Khalishpur in the
city yesterday as only a few of the
activistssho

insiders, Ashraf
the displeasure
lers and activists
ll: .l.;,.lln-a‘t BNP

rose from obscu-
Whelight has no right

INP chairperson as
aker twice with
her hlassings from Khulna-3
Constituency, sald presidents and
secretaries of Khalishpur and
_Daultatpur thana units of the party.

All members of 14-party
should undergo reforms

Says Dr Kamal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gono Forum President Dr Kamal
Hossain yesterday said that some
political parties of the Awami
League-led 14-party coalidon are
not following the basic principles of
the coalition.

"We have formed the 14-party

BSF kills 1

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
killed a Bangladeshi national and
injured anather near Atwari border
in Panchagarh.

BDRand BSF also traded bullets
at two districts in Thakurgaon and
Joypurhat.

The victim was identified as Md
Taijur Rahman, 32, while the
injured was Md Mostala, 32,

coalition to create an environment
conducive to a free and fair election
so that honest and competent
candidates can contest the polls. So,
bringing about reforms in all the 14
parties is needed to this end. But I
noticed that some political parties
are not following the principles of
the coalition,” Dr Kamal said at his
Bailey Road house in the city follow-
ing a meeting of the presidium
members of Gono Forum.

He also urged all the 14 parties to
bring reforms to their parties witha
view to developing honest and
competentleadership.

Dr Kamal said they will soon take
the decision on their major
demands which they will place
during the meeting with the
Election Commission [(EC).

He urged the EC to prepare the
voter list correctly, saying that it will
notbe possible ta hold afairelection
without makinga proper voter list.
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WEATP
Light to mo derate rain likely

UNB, Dhaka

today.

Lomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty or squally wind is likely at a few places over Chittagong
and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places over Dhaka, Khulna,
Rajshahi and Barisal divisions in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-
try during the period, Met Office said.

Highest temperature 36.4 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Sitakundo and lowest 25.2 degree Celsius at Jessore,

‘The sun sets in the capital at 5:42pm today and rises at 5:52am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
incelsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 34.8 272 70 65
Chittagong 334 26.4 7l 74
Rajshahi 34.8 26.0 79 83
Khulna 346 26.8 86 91
Barisal a5 26.8 40 83
Sylhet 34.0 26.2 92 75
Cox's Bazar 34.0 26.5 64 78

Two robbers
lynched in Ctg

QOun CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

Twao unidentified robbers were
lynched at Patiya in the district
vesterday.

Sources said four robbers in a
CNG-run autorickshaw arrived at
Kalarpool Bazar of Kolagaon union
in a bid to robbery at around
7:30pm.

When local people challenged
them for their unusual movement,
therobbers tried to run away.

However, two of the robbers were
caught red-handed and died after
angry mob beat them mermilessly,
said thesources.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Patiya
Police Station Nazrul [slam con-
firmed the death of two robbers.

Girl killed in
trawler-launch
collision

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Harisal

A schoolgirl was killed and four
other launch passengers were
injured in a collision between a
trawler and a launch at Saheberhut-
Tungibaria channel, four kilometers
from the Barisal port on Thursday
morning.

The victim was identified as
Swarna, 13, a student of class seven
of Halima Khatun Girls' School of
the city and daughter of Mosharraf
Hossain, an employee of Kazi
Construction and local daily Ajker
Barta.

Among the injured, Porna, 11,
sister of Swarna, was rushed to
Barisal Sher-e-Bangla Medical
College Hospital in critical condition.

Passengers of the launch alleged
that an untrained crew was operat-
ingthe launch.

Police detained both the launch
and the trawler and arrested Abul
Kashemand Dulal Majhi, driver and
sukani of the fishing trawler, while
the crews of the launch managed to
escape.

3 injured as

abandoned

mortar shell
goes off

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhtet

Iwo women and a boy of indige-
nous community were injured
seriously when an abandoned
mortar shell went off at a village
near Jalalabad Cantonment on
Wednesday evening.

The three -- Shanti Patro, 40,
Radhamoti Patro, 50, and 10-year-
old Sukdev Patro -- were admitted
to Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical
College Hospital.

Local people said the twa
women along with others picked
up an abandoned mortar shell
while collecting firewood at
Malgaonatabout 5:30pm.

The mortar shell went off witha
big bang when one of them hirt it
withanaxe.

A general diary was lodged with
Sylhet Kotwali Police Station.

15 muggers of
'Malam Party'
held in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mermbers of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) arrestad 12 mugpers who
allegedly belong to what is popu-
larly known as "Malam Party’ and
used to snatch away valuables from
people applying ointment on their
eyes, from different places in the
city and seized three taxicabs in

thisregard on Wednesday.
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PHOTO: STAR
“TIB Chairman Prof Muzaffer Ahmad speaks at a discussion on a study titled 'Problems in goad governance in the
NGO sector: The way forward' atthe Cirdap auditorium in the city yesterday. On his right is TIB Executive Director Dr
Iftekharuzzaman and on his leftis former adviser to a caretaker government M Hafizuddin Khan. (Story on Page 20)

‘Govt, EC have no right to
reform political parties’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Both the government and the
Election Commuission (EC) have no
right to reform the political parties,
rather the political parties will
decide what types of reforms they
want, Prof Ajoy Roy said at a view
exchange meeting yesterday.

Demaocratic Left Alliance organ-
ised the meeting tited 'Electoral
reforms and democracy of
Bangladesh' at Jatiya Press Club in
thecity.

Demanding immediate with-
drawalofthe state of emergency, the
speakers at the meeting said the
government should pay more atten-
tion to hold afree, fairand meaning-
ful electionrather than wasting time
inthe name of reforms,

The caretaker government came
to power with an agenda of holding
afree, fair and neutral election butit
seems that the government is back-
wracking from its electoral agenda,
Prof Roy added.

Referring to the Truth
Commission, Prof Ajoy said, "If the

government compromises with the
businessmen, then why do they put
the university teachers behind the
bar?”

"Teachers of the country were not
harassed in such a way in the past,”
he said and demanded immediate
release of the teachers and opening
ofall the publicuniversities.

Demanding immediate with-
drawal of the state of emergency, he
said, "The emergency should be
withdrawn immediately but [ don't
know what would be the moral and
constitutional basis of this govern-
mentafter the withdrawal "

In his keynote paper,
Khalequzzaman, coordinator of the
alliance, said the current Election
Commission (EC) i5 not independ-
ent although according to the
Constitution the EC has to be free
from the government control
regarding appointment in EC,
allocation of moneyandbudget.

Eminent columnist Syed Abul
Maksud said it is better to have
demaocracy rather than anunconsti-
tutional government.

He demanded imumediate hand-
aver of power to an elected govern-
ment through a free, fairand neutral
glection for thesake of the economy,
politicsand culture of the country.

Noted educationist Prof Serajul
Islam Chowdhury said religion-
based political parties should not be
given the apportunity to contest in
the election as they create discrimi-
nationand communalism.

Social movement is a must to
establish democracy, said Prof
Chowdhury, adding, "We need a
leader, a hero who can organise
people and wage movement to
bring qualitative changes in the
soclety”.

Prof Ahmed Kamal of Dhaka
University said we should work to
ensure the participation of the mass
peoplein theelection.

Presided over by Tipu Biswas,
member of the alliance, the meeting
was also addressed by poet Abu
Bakar Siddiqui, Engineer M Inamul
Haque, Rashid-e-Mahbub and
Editor of the Bhorer Kagoj Shyamol
Dutta.

SC clears way
to send 188
artifactsto
Paris exhibition

Uns, Dhaka

The roadblocks to holding the first
major international exhibition of
Bangladeshi archeological master-
pieces, scheduled to begin at
Guimet Museum in Paris on
October 23, are lifted as the
Supreme Court yesterday stayed
the High Court order halting for
nexttwo months the sending of lHB
exhibits for the show.

A seven-member full hierarchy
of the apex court, headed by Chief
Justice M Rubul Amin, passed the
order upon an application filed by
the government.

The artifacts from five
Bangladesh museums were sched-
uled to be on display at the exhibi-
tion under an agreement signed
between the French Ambassadaor in
Bangladesh and the Secretary of
cultural affairs ministry on July 31.

But a group of Bangladesh
citizens raised the question of
legality of the contract and filed a
Public [nterest Litigation (PIL) case
with the High Court on September
17. Pending disposal of the matter,
the court ordered stopping the
dispatch of the exhibits.

The litigants feared that the
precious items to be sent to the
Paris museum might not be
returned to Bangladesh.

The 188 items were selected
from Dhaka National Museum,
museums of Paharpur, Mahasthan
Garh, Mainamati and Varendra.

Under the agreement Guimet
Museum is to bear the entire cost
700,000 US dollar to arganise the
single-country show of
Bangladeshiartifacts.

Barrister Tania Amir appeared
forthe PIL petitioners.

Mllad mabhfil

A mll.nd mahfil
] will be held at
l1Science
Labordtory
F | Staff Quarter
_ | lame Mosque
lafrter Asr
| prayerstoday to
pray for salva-
tion of the departed soul of Dr
Mahahbbart Ali, former professor of
Chemistry department at Dhaka
University (DU), says a press
release.

Dr Mhabbat, also former pro-
vost of Fazlul Haque Hall and gen-
eral secretary of Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (Duta)
passed away on September 22 due
toold age complications,

He left behind his wife, four
sons, a4 daughter and a host of
admirers to mourn his death.

His students, calleagues, rela-
tives and admirers have been
requested to attend the milad.

COAL PoLICY
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Expert body report
by early Nov

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The expert committee on coal
policy will submit its report in the
last week of this month or early
next month and the government
will finalise the policy on the basis
of the report, Energy Adviser Tapan
Chowdhury said yesterday.

The government will then take
the decision on Phulbari coalmine
project in line with the new policy,
the adviser told reporters following
a meeting with the visiting Asian
Development Bank (ADB) mission
led by Kunio Senga, director gen-
eral, South Asia Department of ADB.

"We told the ADB mission
clearly that the government is
preparing the coal policy without
targeting any company. An inde-
pendent committee is working on
the policy without any involve-
mentofthe ministry,” he said.

The government has received
several proposals for coalmine
projects, he said, adding that each
proposal will be discussed as per
thecoalpolicy.

The energy adviser said the Asia
Energy has now come up with a
proposal with softer terms for coal
mining. It has also informed the
government of their big plans,
including setting up of power

stations,

The Asia Energy's propasals will
also be discussed as per the new
coal policy, headded.

Several issues including gas,
electricity and ADB's cooperation
for coal mining came up for discus-
sionat the meeting.

After the meeting, ADB official
Kunio Senga told reporters that
coal is an excellent alternative fuel
for power generation and the coun-
try should be able to benefit poten-
tially from coal mining.

"At the same time, I'm very
pleased to find out that the govern-
ment is very closely looking at the
potential aspects and issues of the
coalmining and itsimpact,” hesaid.

When asked for his commenton
suspension of the contract
between the government and Asia
Energy, the ADB team leader said
the suspension is not "appropriate
terminology’.

"Itis not the suspension. Rather,
the government is looking into
various aspects In detail," he said.

"I think the government is taking
more time to look into various
aspects. This is a mega project in
terms of potential benefits. At the
same lime, the government is also
aware of the environmental impact
and resettlement issue,” hesaid.

Debate

Ministry of Wamen and Children Affairs,
National Girt Child Advacacy Forum and
Debate for Damocracy will [oinily
organise a debate titled 'Paverty is the
root cause of dowry’. Venue: Shishu
Academy. Time: 10:00am.

Discussion

Bangladesh Homoeopathic Medical
Association organises a discussion on
'Significance of Ramadan and our
learning'. Venue: Madern Herbal
auditarium, Meghbazar. Time: 4:00pm.

Roundtable

Manon, a cultural organisation,
organises a roundlable on ‘Zakat and
Bangladesh’. Venue: Hotel Abakash,
Mohakhall. Time: 3:00pm.

Discussion

Ministry of Education, Bangladesh Nalianal
Commission far UNESCO (BNCU) and
UNESCO Dhaka Officer will jointly
amganise a discussion on the occasion of
World Teachers' Day. Venue: Bangladash
Civil SarvicaAcadamy. Time: 2:30pm.

Roundtable

Jatiya Samajtantnk Dal amanises a
raundtable an sprit of ane eleven and

DHAKA

necessary reform. Venue: Mational Press
Club. Time: 3.00pm.

Discussion

Bangladesh Teachers Employess Unity
Council will hald a discussion on the
occasion of World Teachers' Day 2007
Venue: Bangladesh Teachers Employees
Unity Cauncil affice. Time: 3:00pm.

Seminar

Campaign for Popular Education
(CAMPE) and Teachers' Assaciation of
Bangladesh jointly arganise a seminar on
the occasion of World Teachers' Day 2007.
Venue: LGED Bhaban. Time: 9:30am.

Discussion

Al-Quds Committea, Bangladesh
omanises a discussion on the occasion of
Al-Quds Day. Venua: Supreme Court Bar
Assodiation auditorium, Time: 9:30am.

Exhibition
Sky-High Institute of Deslgn arganises a
three-day fashion and furniture xhibition

begirning form taday. Venue: Drik
Galary, Dhanmondi. Time: 11:00am.

-

Art Competition

Mutual Trust Bank Ltd arganisas an arl
compatition for childran, Vanue: Fine Arts
Institute. Time: 11.30am
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AL secy Jalil’s
detention
extended

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government extended the
three-month preventive detention
of Awami League General Secretary
Abdul Jalil for another three
months yesterday.

Jail officials confirmed his fresh
detention order that takes effect
from yesterday on expiry of his
earlierdetention term.

The joint forces arrested Jalil on
May 28 at his Mercantile Bank
headquarters in Dilkhusha, Dhaka.
On completion of his four-day
remand, he was sent to jail on June
3 with a month-long detention
order. He was placed on a three-
month detentionon July3.

Jalil was admifted to the
Coronary Care Unit (CCU) of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU) on
June 3 and was moved to LabAid
Hospital later on. He is still being
treated there for different health
complications and conditions.

The authorities say he had been
giving "inflammatory statements”
but are yet to file any specific
charges againsthim.

Writ seeking
parliamentary
polls by Feb 28

UNB, Dhaka

A Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
writ was filed yesterday with the
High Court seeking a court direc-
tion to ask the Election
Commission to hold parliamentary
polls by February 28, 2008 after
completionofthe final voterlist.

Abdul Wadud Khondker filed
the PIL writ petition. But, the
details of the writ were not avail-
able.

Death anniversary

Todayis the first
death anniver-
sary of Prof
Hosne Ara
Begum, head of
the department
of Islamic
| History and
Culrure of Kabi
Nazrul Govt College, says a press
releise.

Relatives and fnends have been
M‘i‘ﬁton A% pray fi of

A thedepaggsoul.  Sugy” -y
Begum Mansura

Today is the second death anniver-
sary of Begum Mansura, former
assistant professor of Physics
Deparunent of Home Economics
College and wife of Judge
Mohammad Altaf Hossain, says
press release.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani,
doa mahfil will be held at her hus-
band's residence at Circuit House
Hoad in the city. Foods will also be
distributed among thepoor.

Chehlum

Chehlum of
Murul Alam,
former, chief
inspector of
explosives,
Bangladesh
and son of late
| Imam Uddin
4 Sikder, will be
held today, says a press release.

On the occasion, a milad mahifil
will be held at his Dhanmondi
residence after Asr prayers today.

Relatives, friends and admirers
are requested to attend the doa
mahfil and pray for salvation of the
departed soul.

Nurul Alam passed away due to
cardiac arrest at his residence
August 24,

He left behind his wife, one son
and one daughter to mourn his
death,

Qulkhwanl

] Qulkhwani of
Mizanul Haque,
a retired senior
principal offi-
cer of Janata
Bank, Naogaon
Regional Office,
will be held
after Asr
prayers today at his Naogaon
{(House No. [-54, Kalitola Road)
residence, says a press release.

Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to attend the
qulkhwani.

He passed away on September
29 at Khaza Yunus Ali Medical
College Hospital at Enayetpur in
Sirajganj.

Heleft behind his wife and three
5008,

Anwara Begum

Quikhwani of Anwara Begum will
be held at Apt # 1A, Confidence
Tower, 5-Kha Satmasjid Rd, at
Mohammadpur in the city after Ast
pravers today, says a pressrelease.

Relatives, friends and admirers
are requested to attend the
qulkhwani.

Anwara, wife of late Kazi Abdus
Sattar, passed away duetoacardiac
arrestat Square Hospital in the city
onOctober | atthe ageof 6.

She is survived by her two sons
and rwo daughters,




