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Action from yesterday's Araf Apparels 21st National Youth Hockey Championship match between BKSP and Rajshahi at the Maulana Bhasani National

Stadium.

Malik finds his slot

BV Cricket .

CRICINFO, undared

Pakistan finally woke up butit's sull
likely to be too late. Spirited they
were through the third day, but it
felt a defeated spirit, atbest astare-
ment perhaps ahead of the second
Test that Sauth Aftica will not have
it so easy agaln.

For tuch of this match Pakistan
fave looked fammed in o previous
BFCE, CTORE &1 [e2eliil I'Ell.l\r'iﬂg o itlEU“]l'r.
Pavice as many spinners i fast buwl

wers seemed a new way of doing
things, though possibly not the best.
Hut even Mohammad Asif and Urnar
Cul have rarélyionked so defeated by
i surface. The spinners were sup-
posed to have feasted like kings on
this pitch, buthave instead respected
the holymonth, until today.

in the bigger picture, Shoaib
Malik scrapping away this after-
noon was no bad thing. The uncer-
tinty over his promotion o the
captaincy revolved more around
the timing, not so much the poten-
tial. In 18 Tests, he hadn't fully
nailed down his place in the mid-
dle-order: two of his six filties and

+

his only Test century have come
while opening, so where, it atall, is
he bestutilised?

There's noif now, for he is leader
and on the evidence of today, the
middle-order 1sn't a bad area for
him ta be in. For one, if conditions
are right, thereisn'takindofinnings
he seems incapable of playing. His
only Test century was an eight-hour
miatehi-saving one, and unbike this
top order, he made the switch from
H) overs to five days without break-
inge swear Sobidd defence miced
cubmly and eagerbywith the ode Bitk,
braken up octasionally by a thor-
aughlycorrectdriveorclip,

The only blemish cane in his
demise, an ugly, dancing swipe
about as netessary as a hole in the
head. The situation at the time
ameans that will attract unhealihy
atrention; a century in his first lTest
as captain would've been some
staterment, but a calming 73 isn'ta
bad way to start.

For all Pakistan's spunk today,
hawever, South Africa have bossed
this from the start. Makhaya Nuni
apart, they have felt more tangibly
up for it everywhere, in the field,
with the bat, with the ball, Andre
Ml has been the best tast bowleron

view, charging inas o bull might to

- red cloth, twiddling his acrion, his

pace and lengths but never his
commitment. It is the way Nel is
and so doesn’t come as a surprise.
Paul Flarris, on the other hand,
looked the most threatening spin-
ner,which didcomeas asurprise.

He sparked Pakistan's slide
yesterday and completed it woday,
in the process completing his first
five-wicket haul. IT you thought a
South African spinner taking a five-
for was rare - the last time thar
happened was three years ago -
when was the last tme a South
African spinner toak the new ball,
as Harris did today?

Mirk Houcher, beneficiary with
two rare stumpings, reckons Harris
is one the best spinners he has kept
ten, "He's wall, very tall and he gets
good hounce. He puts it in consis-
tent areas and is good at building
up the pressure.” )

There is likely mare to come
from the man who cites top
Australian surfer Kelly Slater as his
idal ("1 can’t really think of any left-
arm spinners as role models™) and
didn’t become the fast howler his
height deemed him fit for becanse
"there are no fast-twitch muscles in

thisbodyso I switched to spin.”

He's not exactly an overnight
star, for he has been around on the
domestic circuit for almost a
decade. The season before last, he
wis the highest wicket-taker
domestically, His lack of multi-
dimensionality and surfer ways
doesn't really fit in with the South
African way and he was almast lost
to Kolpak.

But he's hung around, and with
some help from Richard Pybus, it's
paying off. "Richard really turned
my career arourid. Mentally espe-
cially he was very good for me. ['ve
been lucky to play on some goad
pitches so far and any spinner
wouldiove tobowlonthis pitch,”

Though South Africa stuttered
late-against some improved spin
howling, the lead is already impos-
ing at 235. Boucher reckons any-
where between 320 and 350 is the
target. "Our 159-run lead [first
innings) is golden at the moment,”
he said, "because batting is going
ta be wugh from now on. Another
hundred runs or so and a 320 lead
will be very competitive.”

With Harris already itching to
bowl on the fourth and fifth days, it
islikely to be more than just that.

Mark modest

FROM PAGE 17

now, and his world record is a
worthy reward for his outstanding
achievemegnts as both a
wicketkeeper and lower order
batsman.”

Boucher will have a chance ta
add to his tally as South Africa will
hopetoaddquickrunsinthe morn-
ing and declare some time in the
second session. With the ball turn-
ing sharply, and Pakistan batsmen
willing to chase wide deliveries, he
may even become the firse

wicketkeeper to break the 400-

barrier.

Wenger wants
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over Manuel Almunia midway
through the second half.

Steaua should have taken the
lead in the 71st minute, Victoras
lacob beat Arsenal’s hesitent olf-
side trap and bore down on
Almunia, only to dbag his shot
woefullywide,

That miss proved decisive.
Wenger's side finally pieced
wagether an incisive attack in the
7hith minute and made it count in
ruthilessstyle.

Adebayor's cross from left side
of the penalty area cut out four
Steaua defenders and reached van
Persie, who drove a perfect shot
high pastZapata.

It was van the Dutch forward's
secondwinnerin four days atter his
strike sealed the poings ar West
Hami on Saturday.

The patient way Arsenal tried to
wear down the Romanians pleased
Wenger almost as much as the
result,

Where they would often
become frustrated if the game
didn'tgo theirway a1 year ago, now
there Is a newmaturity to the likes
of van Persi s¢ Fabregas and
Enutanuel Adebayor.

: ked with matu-
conscious of that
persaid.
ar and we were
i (o not score you
e [O0 nervous or

erefare open w
thecaunter atack.
"We kept going, were intellipent
and in the end scored the goal
which gave usadeserved win.'

) ’

Inzy waits on PCB

ﬁ Cricket

AFP, Karacin

Pakistani cricket chiefs said
Wednesday that they will make a
decision on the fate of Inzamamul
Haq in the next few days after the
tormer skipper said he wanted to
keep playing.

Inzamam announced his retire-
ment from one-day internationals
ane resigned the Test and one-day
captaincy following Pakistan's
humilinting frst-round exic from
the World Cap in the West Indies in
March,

The 37-vear-old master bats-
man, who has scored 5,810 runs in
119 Tests, ruled himself out of the
ongoing first Test against South
Africa in Karachi this week without
giving areasorn.

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
chairman Masim Ashraf "has
clearly stated thar all policy deci-

stons regarding Inzamam will be
announced in the next couple of
days which will be in the larger
interest of the game” a board
statement said.

The statement denied media
reports that the PCB and Inzamam
have stiruck a deal for the former
captain to get a golden handshake
of around 150,000 US dollars to
retire from Testericket.

"T'he newspaper report that the
PCH has carried our a deal with
Inzamam by assuring him a guar-
anteed sum of Lo million rupees for
his retirernent from Test cricket, is
absolutely incorrect,” it said,

[nzamim said in an interview
published in the Urdu-language
Fapress newspaper on Wednesday
that he had informed Pakistani
selectors about his availability for
the second Test in Lahore starting
from Octoberd.

"Lam fully fit and have no plans
to retire,” said Inzamam.

"ldon't want to leave the game,”

he sadd. " want to play as long as [
am fitand can perform.”

Inzamam needs just 20 runs
beat Javed Miandad's Pakistan Test
record of 8,032 runs.

“I'have informed the selectors that
I am available w play the Lahore Test
and nowit'supto themto selectme or
not,” said Inzamam, who played for
the English county Yorkshire on a
short-termbasis last month.

Meanwhile Inzamam said thie
since he hopedhe would playin the
second Test there is little chance he
will go to London to attend a huar-
ing as a wimess in umpire Darrell
Hair'srace discrimination case.

Hair has sued his employers, the
International Cricket Council, for
allegedly banning him from stand-
ing in a Test or one day interna-
tional since the Oval Test contro-
versy in August 2006,

"I have informed the wibunal
about my not coming to London as
I may be busy playing the Test," he
said.

Harris snares five
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runsin his 19th Test,

It was Harris who provided the
breakthrough when he trapped
Hutt i front of the wicket, before
Malik rashly stepped out of his
crease to o fighted Harris delivery
and was stumped by Boucher,

Malik hit six boundaries und a
siwduring his stubborn 227-minute
sy

Gul and Kaneria added 21 runs
for the ninth wicket before Harris
struck again, dismissing Gul, who
was stumped by Boucher for 12 to
give the keeper his newmilestone,

Kaneria then added another 32
runs for the last wicket with
NMoharmmad Asif (101, before Dale
Steyn wrapped up the innings by
hawling Asif to finish with 2-50, Nel
took 2-549.

The secand Test starts in Labors on
Monday,
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard ar close an the thied

day of the first Test between
Pakistan and South Africa ac the
National Stadium in Karachi on
Wednescay:

SOUTH AFRICA: First innings 450
{Kallis 155, De Villiers 77, Amla 71,
Gibhs54; Rehman1-105)
PAKISTAN: Firstinnings (overnight
127-5)

Hafeerc Kallis b Harris 34
Akmallbwb Harris 42
Younis Khanb Nel 6
Ighal b Kallis 7
Mishahul ¢ Boucherb Steyn 23
Malik st Boucher b Harris 73

ltehmanc Doucherb Nel 9

Butt b b Harris 24
GulstBoucherb Harris 12
Kineria notout 26
Asith Steyn L0
Extras:(b-15, [b-7, nb-2, w-1) 25
Toral: (Al outin97.3 avers) 291

Fall of wickers: 1-7L, 2-82, 3-04, 4-
97, 5-120, 6-14%9, 7-233, B-238, 9-
259,

Bowler O

M R W

Steyn 13,3 2 50 2
MNtini Lk 2 48 0
Harris 613 73 5
Nel 20 4 55 2
Kallis 1L 3 21 i
Smith 5] 1 18 0

SOUTHAFRICA:Second innings

Smithc Akmal b Rehman 25
Gibbsclgbal b Kaneria 14
Amlast Akmal b Rehman 1]
Kallis notout 14
Prince notout 11
Extras: (b-4) vl

Total: (For three wkisin 32 overs) 76
To bat: De Villiers, Doucher, MNel,

Hawris, Steyn, Nrini. .
Fallofwickers: L1, 243, 3-43.
Bowler O M R W
Asif [ [T 0
Gul 5 I 5 0
Rehuman 1l 3 25 2
Kaneria 10 I 14

I
Umpires: Mark Benson (ENG) and
SimonTaufel (AUS)
TVumpire: Rinzuddin
Match referee: Alan Hurst (AUS)

'Hair trying to
blackmail ICC'

AFP,Landon

Australian cricket umpire Darrell
Hair tried to "blackmail” the
Internacional Cricket Council (ICC)
into paying him off through "sheer
mudslinging”, an employment
ribunalheard onWednesday,

ICC lawyer Michael Beloff
accused Hair of trying to pressurize
the body into paying him off by
threatening to go public with alle-
gations of racism, in the wake of a
controversial decision against
Pakistan at the Ovil Last year.

Hair was one of two umpires
officiating in the fourth and final
Test between England and Pakistan
at The Oval who awarded England
five penalty runs because they
believed Pakistan had illegally
timpered with the ball.

Pakistan were incensed by the
decision and refused to return to
the pitch after the tea interval. The
match was eventually awarded to
England, who took the series 3-0,

Hair is suing the ICC for alleged
racial discrimination because he
says thar, while he has not been
allowed to officiate in Test matches
since, his co-umpire Billy
Doctrove, a West Indian, has
escuped censure,

But Beloff accused him of "sheer
mudslinging”.

"What you were hoping to do
was cause the ICC maximum
embarrassment and cajole them
into making some sort of offer to
vou,” claimed Beloff.

Beloft noted emails which Hair
sent in the aftermath of the Oval
test, in which first he offered to
resign for a one-off payment of
500,000 US dallars (350,000 euros),
then revised the offer after specula-
tion about possible racism allega-
tions.

"I suggest thatthisis an example
of you saying 'if you don't accept
the offer, [ am going v make all
sarts of allegations around the
racism issue. "It was blackmail,
wasn' i hesaid.

Hair said it was not blackmail,
but admitted that he regretted
having sentthe emails.

HelofT also described as a "scur-
rilous smear” allegations by Hair
that Pakistan Cricker Board head
Nasim Ashral bad reputedly been
involvedin inancial irregulacizies,

Gazirchot and
Muslim win

SPORTS REPORTER

Muslim Institute blanked PWD 2-0
in the Third Division Football
Super League at the Bir Shreshtha
Mostafa Kamal Stadium in
Kamalapur yesterclay.

After a scoreless first half
Mizanur put the winners ahead in
the G6th minute while Priyotosh
sealed the victory U3 minutes later.

I the day's ather match, a brace
by Pashban helped Gazirchot 5C
come from behind and beat Friends
Social Welfure Organisation 2- 1,

Chowmrin shot Friends ahead
on the halthour but Pashbanstruck
struck owice within ten minutes of
thesecand half for Gazirchot.

Shane denies
Jemima link

AFP, Sydney

It was the story the cricketing
world found too good to be true --
retired Australian leg-spinner
Shane Warne was romancing
Jemima Khan, the former wife of
Pakistan cricket legend [mran
Khan.

Anditwas just that.

In a frone-page story on the
cover of Woman's Day magazine,
Khan was named as the "other
woman” in Warne's life and the
cause of the latest split fram his
ex-wife Simone Callahan,

But Warne, embroiled in a
messy public tit-for-tat exchange
with Callahan over alleged infi-
delities, Wednesday dismissed
the story as nonsense, saying he
was "just friends” with the glam-
orous Khan.,

“There's absolutely no truth in
that one whatsoever,” he said in
Melbourne.

"We're good friends; friends
with the family and that's it
Haopefully thatall clears it up with
you guys.” ]

Warne retired from interna-
tional cricket this year and moved
to England where he attempted to
reconcile with Callahan, whom
he divorced in 2005,

But the pair now say they have
parted for good, with Callahan
recently claiming in a paid maga-
zine interview that the relation-
ship ended after Warne acciden-
tally sent her a cheeky text mes-
sage intended for another
waolnan.

Warne has denied her account
butr Weadnesday said he would not
engage in a public feud with the
motheraf his three children,

"I'm nat going to start a tennis
match with Simane, backwards
and forwards," he said. "Simone
knows the truth, that's the end of

thatone,”

Whe Baly Star

Sreesanth angers media

ﬁﬁ] Cricket

AFP, New Delhii

India’s media Wednesday con-
demned fast bowler Shantha-
kumaran Sreesanth's on-field
tantrums after he clashed with
Australian batsmen, saving there
was a "thin line between aggression
and antics.”

Sreesanth clashed repeatedly
with the batsmen during Tuesday's
second one-day international in
Kochiand even appealed fora run-
out against Andrew Symonds after
the ball was ruled dead.

The howler ran up to striker
Brad Haddin's feet ta collect a ball
that bounced off the batsman's pad
and eye-balled him inches [rom his
nose. )

. Non-striker Symonds left his
crease to have a word with
Sreesanth who promply dislodged
the bails and continued to appeal
for a run-out even though umpire
Suresh Shastri ruled it a "dead”
brall.

Indian captain Mahendra Singh
Dhani prevented the situation
from turning ugly by persuading
Sreesanth to pet on with the game,
but the local media was unim-
pressedl.

"Sreesanth’s on-field behaviour
made little sense,” wrote the Hindu
newspaper.

"There was little excuse for
Sreesanth’s exaggerated and pro-

vocative celebration when he,
subsequently, had Symonds
caught and bowled.

“He has (in the past) had his
match-fees docked, been spoken
to by umpires, but he does not
seem to have learnt hislesson.

"He is 50 much the better pace-
man when his mind and body are
in harmony. Once Sreesanth loses
his conl, he is not the same force as
abowler."

SHANTHAKUMARAN SREESANTH

Sreesanth has been fined a few
timmes in the past year, the latest for
excessive appealing during the
semifinal win over Australia at last
maonth's Twenty20 world champi-
onshipsin South Africa,

Australia’s stand-in captain
Adam Gilchrist, celebrating his
team's Bd-run victory, said he was
shacked by the aggressive on-field

behaviour ofsome players.

"1 saw some really hard-fought
cricket,” said Gilchrist. "There were
some comments between different
players and that happens.

"I also saw o few things that 1
would not expect from my son,
Harrison, in a backvard game of
cricket.

"Sreesanth was quiteoutspoken
abiout how he was going to take the
challenpe to us. He'ssaid alotin the
press, and we see it. That's fine.
We'renotquestioningthat.

"That's no doubt the way he
wants to play cricket. When we pet
our chance, we will play aggressive
crickettoo,”

Haddin, whowas named man of
the match for his 69-ball 87, was
lessdiplomatic.

"There is a fine line between
stupidity and the spirit of cricket,”
Haddin said, referring to
Sreesanth’s run-out appeal against
Symonds.

"Youcanjudge foryourself.”

The Indian captain chose to
play down his fast bowler's behav-
iour.

"Sreesanth was heated up but
he has changed over the last six
months," Dhoni said. "He was
playing in front of his home crowd
and gotexcited.”

With the Ffirst match in
Bangalore abandoned due to rain,
Australia lead 1-0in what has effec-
tively become a six-match series.

The next match will be played in
Hyderabad on Friday.

Venus,
Q Tennis

AEP, Tokyo

Tap seed Venus Willlams barely
worked up a sweal while India's
Sania Mirza soruggled, bur hoth
women booked their spots
Wednesday in the quarter-linals of
the [apan Open.

In the men's draw, top seed
David Ferrer -- looking to secure his
spot in the season-ending Masters
Cup in Shanghai -- ousted 2005
Japan Open champion Wesley
Moadie of South Africa, 7-6 (7/5),
6-2, movingon to the third round.

Williams, the regning
Wimbledon champion and world
neanber eight, had no ouble with
fellow American Vania King, cruis-
ingtoa®-0, G-4victory.

But the second-seeded Mirza
mwice had tw fight back from a
sarvice break down in the tinal set
against Casey Dellacqua of
Australia before prevailing 6-4, 3-6,

ania move on

G-

" The Indian star, ranked 29th in
the waorld, said experience proved
the difference when it counted,
keeping her cool despite losing her
serve in the first and fifth games of
the decider before seizing the
Mo mentum.

Spain's Ferrer, the world num-
ber eight enjoying his best-ever
season on the ATP Tour, said he
struggled in the first set -- and
perhiaps gotlucky in the second.

"In the frst ser, | had many
chanees on very big points, but |
couldn't take them,” he said after
the 92-minute match.

"Maybe in the second ser, 1
plaved nat better than [ did in the
first ser, but lwon itt-2, because he
R break peines and he couldn'e
take those chances. That made the
difference.”

Awin for Ferrer here could boost
his chances of securing a spot in
the eight-man season-ending
tournament in November. He 15
currently sixth on thelistin the race

to Shanghai. in the first round in
2002,

Other top players in the men's
draw -+ second seed Tomas
Herdyel of the Czech Republic,
third seed Richard Gasguet of
France, and fourth seed Lleyton
Hewitt of Australia joined Ferrer in
the thivd round.

Berdych downed compatriot fici
Vanek 6-1, 6-4, while Gasquet
breezed past American Zack
Fleishman and Hewitt outclassed
Luka Gregore of Slovenia, both by
scoreobfi-4, 6-3.

In other action, sixth seed
Dimitey Tursunov of Russia, seventh
seed Ivo Karlovic, 10th sewd
Feliciano Lopez, L2th seed Thomas
lohansson of Sweden and [6th seed
Michne! Russell of the United States
alladvanced tothe third round.

Frank Dancevic, the 15th seed,
wias upset by German veteran
Rainer Schuettler 6-2, 4-6, 6-2,
while American Vince Spadea
ousted Lth seed Sergio Roiuman 4-
6,6-1,7-6(9/7).

Ferguson hails Rooney
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luck because we played the game
with good control and good tactical
AWATETIESS.

"The position in the group now
is straightforward. Ten poines will
get us through, we have got six and
winningour first two matches gives
us confidence and a controlling
position.

"Now we have back-to-back
matches against Dynamao Kievand
hopefully we can add to those
results. We don't want to be going
to Rome for the last game in the
group looking for points.”

Roma coach Luciano Spalletti
bemoaned his side's bad luck -
although wn reality it was dreadiul
finishing that cost them, Simone
Perrotta and Mauro Esposito in
particular missing absolute sitters
in the closing stages.

“When a team puts on that kind
of display, really at the end of the
mittch they should not be on the
beaten side, even against oppo-
nents of the stature of Manchester
United," Spalletticomplained,

"If anyone deserved o score
mare goals today it was us rather
thanManchester.”

Homa's line-up featured five
survivors from their last, dispiriting
visit to Old Trafford but there was
no sign of psychological scarring
from that painful night as they
dominated forover an hour.

Their talismanic captain
Francesco Totti had troubled
United throughout the opening
period and came close to giving his
side the lead minutes afrer the
interval, when Ludovic Giuly found
him an the edge of the six-yard box
with only Tomausz Kuszezak o beat.

The number ten opted to
attermpt a chipped finish, clearing
both the sprawling goalkeeper and
the barinthe process.

Even after Rooney had given
them the lead, United continued to
live dangerously and it took a com-
bination of some =uperb blocks
from Nemanja Vidic and misses
from ten vards Perrotta and substi-
tute Esposito to preserve their
advantage inthe final stages,

Eng to retain
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which is the exciting thing and he's
a preat character to have in the
dressing-room as well so it's agood
start for him."

But England may try to get mare
out of Ravi Bopara. The Essex all-
rounder looked wasted ar number
seven in the batting order, and did
nothowlanover.

With the wicket in Dambulla
taking more spin thin expected, Sri
Lanka may ponder plawng the
specialist slow bowler Kaushal
Lokuarachcehi after doing without
onconMonday.

Four teams get
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onOctoher @t the same venue.

Najshahi will play two warm-up
games against BCB National
Cricket Academy on October 6 at
the Shaheed Chandu Stadium in
Bogra and October 7 at the
Rajshahi Divisional Stadium.

Khulnais also fortunate enough
to play two practice games on
October 9 and 10 respectively
against the Academy side at the Bir
Shrestha Shahid Motiur Rahman
Stadiumin Khulua,
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