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EC for indoor politics
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leaders are currently helping infor-
mally. "It will be more helpful for us
il local units of the political parties
are able to assist us formally. We
hope, they will be able to do that
soon,” headded.

The field level task of pmr:u’ing
the voter list-with photographs will
begin at full throttle next month
with an aim to having the finalised
list ready by October next year,
which islzes_uldcndlinc forit.

In response to the EC's propos-
als, the caretaker government
allowed indoor palitics only in the
capital on a limited scale with a set
ol conditions attached, to create an
atmosphere conducive to halding
vlectoral reform talks between the
commissionand political parties.

After-indoor politics had heen
allowed in the capital, CEC Huda
said the EC had expected the gov-
ernment to allow indoor politics all
across the county with similar
conditionsattached.

According to the EC's electoral

radmap, the government will have
to eitherlift orrelax the countrywide
state of emergency in phases from
January 4s holding of due clections
tolo rrnmentsisscheduled o
begininjanuary.
. The polls to five city corpora-
tions, over 4,000 union parishads,
and to 140 municipalities are sched-
uled tobe held between Januaryand
December 2008. The long overdue
elections to 482 upazila parishads
across the country are scheduled to
be held berween November and
December next year while the par-
liamentary election s supposed to
be held sometime between October
and December of the same year,
says the EC's clectoral roadmap
endorsed by the caretaker govern-
ment.

"So, we are expecting that the
restrictions on indoor politics in
district headquarters will be relaxed
by December this year paving the
way for holding the lm Is to local
governments,” the election com-
missioner said adding that the state
ofemergency should also be relaxed
in those areas where elections will
beheld.

"Three to four elections to local
governments will be held every
monthineachdistricts whenwe will
startholding aseries of polls to local
governments,” Sakhawat said.

All sorts of political activities like
Imhlingi rallies and meetings are
currently banned due to the state of
emergency declared on January 11
this year, but the government will
have to lift the restrictions to imple-
ment the EC's electoral roadmap

regarding local government elec-
tionsscheduled tostartin fanuary.,

In line with its plan, the EC
emphasised holding of overdue
polls to city corporations first. It
already announced that the polls to
Rajshahi and Khulna city corpora-
tions will be held sometime
between the end of January and
February as the voter lists for the
areasare almostready.

Holdingof thelong overdue polls
to Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) is
scheduled for sometime between
March and April next year, while the
EC decided to have the vorter list for
the areaready in January.

The'commission is also ponder-
ing about holding the clections to
Sylhet and BarisaF[:ity corporations
in early May, the latest month in
which the polls to those city corpo-
rations may be held staying within
the timeframe permitted by the law.
The commission is going to start the
field level work of voter listing in
Sylhet and Barisal city corporations
this month with a view to complet-
ing thejobinamonth,

The local government and rural
development ministryina letter last
monthasked the EC to hold the due
polls to local governments as soon
as the voter lists for the areas are
ready.

Senior officials of the EC
Secretariat said apart from holding
polls to the city corparations, polls
to over 4,000 union parishads will
also be due between January and
Marchofthe nextyear.

"According to the electoral
roadmap, we will try ta hold polls to
union parishads of some areas
where the voter list will be ready,” a
seniorofficial said.

Voter lists of many areas will be
ready within this year for holding
polls to local governments carly
next year, said the EC official adding
that before holding the polls in
those areas, voter lists of other arcas
mightalsobeready.

Meanwhile in another move the
EC is planning to seek the power to
cancel candidacies of contestants in
lacal government elections includ-
ing forcity corporations, municipal-
ities, and union parishads, if irregu-
larities are found in election cam-
paigns. Earlier, the commission
sought the same power for the
parliamentary election too.

The EC is also mulling a provi-
sion for restricting retired military
and civil servants, and officials of
NGOs that run on foreign grants,
from contesting in local govern-
ment polls wilﬁin three years of
their retirement, the commission
sources said.

Defaulters of loans and utility
bills will also be barred from con-
testing in local government polls if
the ECs plan gets the nod, the
sources added.

Election Commissioner Brig
Gen (retd) M Sakhawat Hussain
said the commission is scrutinising
the existing rules for local govern-
mentelections, to updateit.

“"We will sendd our proposals to
the local government ministry,” he
said,

The proposed code of conduct
by the EC lor political parties and
crt:cmml candidates in the parlia-
mentary polls are likely to be rec-
ommended for local government
clections too, the EC sources
added.

The proposals are for strict
rmulmiuns on holding campaign
rallies and pracessions, putting up
of posters, graffiti writings, display

of banners and festoons, making of,

caps, constructions of archways
and gates, decorative illumination,
and use of helicopters for the cam-

pai_?ns.

'he EC is also looking for
options to remove differences in
campaign spending. During the
last polls, a mayoral candidate was
allowed to spend u%m Tk 5 lakh,
although there were big differences
in numbers of voters in different
city corporations.

The number of voters in Dhaka
City Corporation was 39.78 lakh
during the last elections while the
number was L.63 lakh in Barisal
and 1.81 lakh in Sylhet city corpo-
rations.

NBR
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income, the NBR chairman said,
"An individual may pay tax at any
moment he orshe wants.”

Earlier, NBR extended the dead-
line for submitting individual tax
returns for 2007-'08 tax year tll
October3l.

As the process of recovering the
money smuggled offshore began,
ACC Secretary Mukhles said, "We
might send a director general of
investigation to Scotland Yard for
training and we might get assis-
tance from our embassy in this
regard.”

The secretary refused to make
any.comment on the issue of sign-
ing an agreement between
Bangladesh and the UK as it is a
matter of two states and the con-
cernofgovernment high-ups.

Kibria murder ._ ..
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are now cross-checking a list of
p{l!i'i!'.hle suspects belonging (o
Islamist outfit Harkatul Jihad Al
Islami (Huji), Anumber of detained
Huji leaders in their statements
had disclosed several names of
Huji members, who they claimed
ta have been involved in the mur-
der of Kibria and four others, the
officialsadded.

The supplementary investiga-
tion of the Kibrin assassination
case wasstarted by the government
in March this year as the slain
leader's family appealed to the
chiel adviser on [anuary 19 this
year to conduct a fresh and fair
probeintothecase,

On January 27, 2005, Shah AMS
Kibria -- a noted economist,
finance minister from 1996 1o 2001

Lduring the term of Awami League
(AL) government, parliamentarian
{Habiganj 3} and a veteran AL
leader -- was killed along with four
AL activists in a grenade attack on
an AL rally at Boidder Bazar in
Habiganj.

The High Court stayed the
proceedings ofthe sensational case
on May 14, 2006 following a peti-
tion by the complainant ofthe case,
advocate Mﬂjit! Khan, also a local
AlLleader. :

Following the murder, advocate
Maijid Khan, on behalf of the Kibria
family, filed two cases -- one for the
murder and the other under explo-
sivesact.

In less than two months into the
murder, on March 20, 2005, Munshi
Atigur Rahman, senior ASP of CID
and the then investigation officer
(10) of the cases, submitted charge
sheets of the two cases naming 10
local BNP leaders and warkers as
accused.

Buth Kibrin family and the
complainant, advocate Majid
Khan, rejected the charge sheets
outright and demanded reinvesti-
gation into the cases as both the
charge shects were identical 10 a
government probe report and
lacked any specific information
abowt the masterminds of the
murder or the source of the gre-
nade used intheatack.

Kibria family maintained that
the names of the masterminds
could be revealed if the investiga-
tors are allowed to work freely and
interrpgate powerful individuals.
‘khey wlso demanded 2 neutral

. probeinto the attack conducted by

. international investigators.

. Despitethe controversy over the
~investigation and objection raised

by the complainant and the Kibria
¢ family, the trial of the cases got

: lmd‘ﬁy in may 2006 at a Sylhet

courtintil being stayed by the High

Courton May 14, 2006.

_Injanuary 2006, while talking to
" The Star, senior ASP of CID

- Munshi Atiqur Rahman, the then
investigation officer (10) of the
cases, brushed aside the necessity
offurther investigation of the case.

On March 7 this year, Munshi
Atiqur Rahman contradicted him-
self when he pleaded to the Sylhet

Divisional Speedy Trial Tribunal
seeking permission for further
investipation ol the case.

Kibria family raised objection
against Aliq as the [0 of the cases,
saying fair probe is not possible by
him since he had submitted a
flawed charge sheet in the cases on
March 2010 2005,

CID ASP (Mymensingh) Rafigqul
Islam took over the cases after
Munshi Atiq went on LPR (leave
preparatory to retirement)
recently.

Eight of the 10 charge-sheeted
accused in the cases are now
behind bars. They are prime
accused AKM Abdul Quayum, then
vice-president of Habiganj BNE
Ayat Ali, Kajal Mia, Selim Ahmed,
Tajul Islam, Shahed Ali, Jainal
Abedin Jalal, Jamir Ali, Jainal
Abedin Mumin and Muhibur
Rahman. Two other accused --
Kajal Mia and Muhibur Rahman --
areontherun.

Of the accused, Tajul, Shahed,
Jamir and Mumin gave confes-
sional statements to a magistrate,
butlater appealed to a higher court
seeking to retract their statements.
They claimed that they. had made
the confessions under duress while
in police custody.

Property attached
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property of the nine as they did not
appear before the court,

The court also ordered attach-
ing all property of former BNP
lawmaker Kazi Anwar Hossain but
police did not do so due to a higher
court'sorder.

“We have locked all the nine
houses and brought some house-
hold property to the police sta-
tion,” said a sub-inspector of
Gulshan Police Station, wholed the
cight-hour drive from L0:00am.
They have made a setzure list of
property and will forward a report
tothe court cancerned today,

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) had filed a case
against former public works minis-
ter Mirza Abhas and 11 others on
May 29 for causing a loss of Tk
127.64 crore 1o the state by selling
18 abandonced government houses
atlower prices.

The names of former prime
minister Khaleda Zia's political
secretary Harris Chowdhury, Amir
Khasru and 1 others were later
included in the charge sheet of the
case as investigation found their
involvementintheoffence.

On September 25, the court
issued arrest warrant against 25
accused.

Of them, six including Mirza
Abbas are now in jail and the rest
areevadingarrest.

The accused persons had sold
the 18 houses located in the capi-
tal's posh areas like Gulshan,
Banani, Dhanmondi and New
Eskaton on a "fake auction” at
prices much lower than the market
ratesatthattime,

| ACC sues
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worth over Tk 2 crore in his wealth
statement submitted to the ACC,

Accotding to the complainant,
the accused hid information about
his movable and immaovable proper-
ties worth Tk 181 crore in the city's
Shyampurasea.

Healso did not mention about his
Mitsubishi V-6 jeep, which he pur-
chased at Tk 9.20 fukh. and Tk 9.20
lakh deposited with Habib Agro
Products L.

ZAHID CASE
ACC Assistant Director Nasiruddin

lodged the case with Ramna Police

Station against the Dab leader and
his wife Rifat Hossain for hiding
informationworthoverTk2.12 crore.
GIASUDDIN CASES

Two local jhut (garments by-
praducts) traders filed the cases with

Fatulleh Police Station against
Giasuddin on charges of extortung Tk
8 lakh from them, reports our
Narayanganjcorrespondent.

With the two, the number of cases
against Giasuddinstandsat 17,

One of the complainants, Nekor
Ali, alleged that Giasuddin
demanded Tk 5 lakh and threatened
to stap his business if he did not give
themoney.

. Zakir Hossein, another plaintiff.
also alleged that he was forced to give
Tk 3 lakh 1o Giasuddin o continue
his business during the past BNP-led
coalitiongovernment.

“[ gave the amount to Giasuddin
at the residence of Akhter, one of his
cadre,” Zakirmentionedin thecase.

Meanwhile, charges have been
pressed against former BNP law-
maker MAH Salim and 14 athers in
anextortioncase, reports UNB.

The officer-in-charge of Bagerhat
Sadar Police Station submitted the
charge-sheettoa courton Tuesday.

On June 21, contractor Khan
Muiiihur Rahman lodged the case
with Sadar Police Station against
Salim and 13 other BNP activists
alleging an extortion involving Tk 22

L .

After investigation, police
included the name of another
accusedinthecase.

Mujibur, also the president of
district Jubo League, alleged that the
accused demanded tolls from him
while he wis constructing roads and
drains in differentareas ol the district
in2005.

Mujibur further said he was
forced to pay Tk 22 lakh--Tk 10 lakh
throughchequeand Tk 12 incash--to
the former BNP lawmaker and his
associatesonMay 12,2005,

The joint forces arrested MAH
Salim in the capital on March 7. He
has so far been sued in 14 extortion
andland grabbingcases.

Dhaka team
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ilume Ministry, time would be
required to settle the row, sources
said.

A team of Bangladesh railway
officials had already visited Kolkata
inJuly this year.

The non-stop train journey
benween Chitpur station in Kolkata
and Joydebpur in Dhaka will take
about 14 hours, out of which six
hours are earmarked for customs
and immigration clearance.

Indian officials said the clear-
ance time is likely to be reduced (o
four hours.
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Middleman chain

FROM PAGE 16

The workers however claimed they
had paid Tk 2.3 lakh to Tk 2.5 lakhto
the middlemen.

Hamidul Haque, a manpower
broker in Asrafpur, Meherpur, said
he paid Tk 1.95 lakh to recruiting
agency Tangail Overseas for send-
ingShahabuddin to Malaysia.

“Tangail Overseas entrusted
Golden Arrow with the responsibil-
ity. [don't know how much Tangail
Overseas gave to Golden Arrow.” he
told investigation officer Lokman
Hossain Miah, deputy director of
BMET, during quizzing, L

However, Shahabuddin who
hailed from Chuadanga said he had
paid Tk 2.3 lakh to Mamunur
Rashid, an employee of Hamidul's
NGO Sobah in Mcherpur.

In response, Hamidul said, "1
don't know if Rashid took Tk 2.3
lakh from Shahabuddin. [ received
from Rashid Tk 1.95 lakh and gaveit
to'Tangail Overseas.”

"Rashid was suppuosed to give
me Tk 2.2 lakh from which my
share of profit was to be Tk 25,000."

On the other hand, Siraj Mia,
managing director of recruiting
agency Liza Overseas, said one
Rajdoot came to him through his
relative Delwar.

"On receiving assurance, [ told
Delwar to contact Golden Arrow.
He paid them Tk L.75 lakh and
subsequently Rajdoot went to
Malaysia in April. Unfortunately,
he returned home finding no job
there,” Sirajsaid.

Rajdoot told the investigation
officer he paid Tk 1.98 lakh and his
parents sent him Tk 35,000 more
when he along with many other
workers was unemployed and half-
fed orunfedin Malaysia,

Quizzing revealed almost simi-
lar amount of money paid to the
middlemen and Golden Arrow. But
the agency’s General Manager SM
Fakhrul Alam who was present at
the hearing told reporters they
received only Tk 84,000 from each
worker.

*The agency will pay each of the
workers claim if they can prove it,”
hesaid.

The investigation officer fixed
October 29 for another hearing and
asked the workers to wait for com-

pensation until then.

The returnees said the minis-
try's acting secretary during his
visit to Malaysia promised them Tk
2.3 lakh each in compenSation
upon theirreturn. ’

"He [acting secretary| also
promised that all the 80 workers
whao staged a hunger strike on the
High Commission premises in
Kuala Lumpurwill be senthome by
October 5. But until now only 13
have returned,” said Shahidul
[slam, areturnee worker.

Criminal killed
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adding that Mohammadpur police
later took the wounded to a local
hospital where doctors declared him
dead.

Police and locals confirmed the
identity of the dead as Manik, son of
Hossain Ali who is now in jail in a
narcotics-related case,

Mab recovered a foreign revolver
loaded with one bullet fromthe spot.

Better relations
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adviser said, adding that Dhaka will
try to locate sources for meeting
emergency food requirements,
including nuclear power for peace-
ful purposes.

Iftekhar also said Dhaka should
look to utilising the country's rich
intellectual and cultural resources
to advance the foreign policy inter-
ests.

Earlier, delivering aspeechat the
canference of Islamic foreign minis-
ters, Iftekhar said, "We must
strengthen cooperation among
member states to prevent conflicts,
achieve an independent Palestine,
safeguard the rights of the Muslims
where they are minority, and pre-
vent unilateral actions against
Muslimstates.”

He said the Islamic world must
use its “abundant resources” to
achieve higher levels of develop-
ment in the fields of economy and
science. He urged the OIC to pay
special attention to the least devel-
oped Muslim countries.

The foreign adviser said the West
mistakenly equates Islam with
terrorism, but "Islam is a faith of
peace and the Islamic world is
united against terrorism”.

AL for lifting
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political leaders and workers could

tgerinvobved Ancithe veters Hatirg o

process,

Their stance on the lifting of the
emergency came as Chief Election
Commissioner ATM Shamsul Huda
Tuesday suggested that emergency
should be withdrawn from places
at least two months before local-
hody polls in a bid to help the can-
didates conduct campaigns.

The meeting, which was held at
the AL's acting President Zillur
Rahman's Gulshan residence, also
agreed in principle to fully cooper-
ate with the Election Commission
(EC) in implementing its electoral
roadmap.

The meeting is part of a series of
talks among the AL’sallies that aim
at thrashing out a common posi-
tion on reforms issues at the dia-
loguewith the EC.

The AL and the SD leaders
agreed in principle that the alli-
ance's 31-point reform proposal
would be at the core of théir con-
versationwith theelectoralbady.

They pointed out that both the
government and the EC would
have to play a responsible role in
implementing the roadmap.

The two parties decided that
they will make out a strong to the
EC in a bid to have war criminals,
patrons of religious extremism and
communal forces disqualified
from contesting the elections and
religion-hased political parties
outlawed.

AL leaders Zillur Rahman, Tofail
Ahmed, Motia Chowdhury, Mukul
Bose, Mahmudur Rahman Manna,
Akhteruzzaman, Sultan

Mohammad Mansur Ahmed,
Rahmat Ali, Abdul Mannan Khan,
Abvdul Ladr*Siddiqul,*De Mostdla
falal Mohiuddin, Habibur Rahman
Siraf, Dr Abdur Razzak, Dr Dipu
Mani and Maj Gen (retd) Subid Ali
Bhuiyan were present at IJ1E\II‘IL'EC-
ingonbehalfofthe AL '

Dilip Barua, Abu Hamed
Shahabuddin, Lutfor Rahman,
Harun Chowdhury, Dhiren Singha,
Abul Khayer and Biren:Shah,
amongathers, represented the SD.

The L4-party coordinator Tofail
Ahmed later told reporters that
they want to cooperate with the EC
in implementing its roadmap but
the government and the commis-
sian should not take any decision
or make comments which may put
abstacle to implementing the
process.

He said they want an clection
free from black money, muscle
power, criminal activities, extrem-
ists and communal activities and
urged the EC to take initiatives to
thatend.

The AL leader also demanded
that the EC simplify the rules for
registering the political parties as
many parties otherwise would not
beableto getregistered.

Tofail said they do not support
any bid of the Election
Commission to control political
parties in the name of registering
them,

The SD's General Secretary
Dilip Barua said the EC should take '
measurers so that religion-based
political parties cannot participate
in the elections as, he said, these
partiésdivide the nation.

Truth Commission
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country's economy, he said, add-
ing, "If we cannot create employ-
ment for poor ordinary peaple,
cannotcreatejobs, the government
will fail to function.”

Plea bargain will not only
reduce the time for disposal of a
case, it will also reduce government
expenditure required for keeping
the accused in prisons and prose-
cution ofthe cases, theinformation
advisersaid.

“The country will face a big
problem if the businessmen stop
their businesses and the economy
stops functioning. It is not possible
to create businessmen overnight,”
he said, adding that the govern-
ment is just going to deal business-
men in a separate way, which does
not mean sparing them of the
corruption chargesagainst them.

"During the rule of law, "court’,
"trial'--these are regular issues. But
when businessmen had to run
business amidst a reign of corrup-
tton, many might have been
involved in corruption against
their will,” Mainul said.

If the state machinery, the min-
isters, political leaders and govern-
ment employees are honest, busi-
nessmen cannot get the chance to

resortto carruption, he noted.

Asked what will be done about
some corruption suspects who
have double identity--those of a
politician and a businessman,
Mainul said the matter is yet to be
settled. "Let us see how much a
palitician or a businessman each of
them is,” he said.

While the government is work-
ingon thelaw, the adviser asked for
apinions of the business commu-
nityon dilferentaspects of it.

Several countries including
South Africa, Peru, South Korea,
Liberia and Sierra Leone have
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, East Timor has
Commission for Reception, Truth
and Reconciliation, Rwanda has
National Unity and Reconciliation
Commission, Morocco has Equity
and Reconciliation Commission,
and Fiji has Reconciliation and
Unity Commission.

Mostofthese commissions hear
victims of human rights violation
and discover and reveal atrocities
and wrongdoings by the past gov-
ernments. These commissions also
take testimony of the perpetrators
of vialence and their request for
amnesty.

CG can ‘
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arrunge a free, fair and credible
clection and then hand over the
power,” he said adding only an
elected government can enact
necessary liws.

Demanding the withdrawal of
state of emergency, Delwar said
emergency should be lilted for an
independent, fair and a spontane-
ous election,

He also urged the government
to act neutrally and hoped that the
government will recognise their
rightto the party office,

Responding to a query, he said
he believed that no religion-based
fundamentalist political party
existsin the country.

Meanwhile, stressing on party
unity, expelled secretary general
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
said the party has no alternative
but to participate in the next elec-
tion.

"We want to implement the
reforms, but keeping the party
united,” he said while talking to
reporters at his Gulshan residence.
He also urged all not to do or say
anything that might Kurt the unity
ofthe BNE

Bhuiyan, however, rejected his
expulsion order made by the party
chairperson, saying that most
central leaders and former MPs of
BNP are in agreement with him on
theissue.

On the L4-party alliance's
demand of banning religion-based
Eolilical parties, Bhuiyan said the
iCis not authorised to ban anyone
except terrorists and militants,

Maj (retd) Hafiz Uddin Ahmed,
AHM Mofazzal Karim, Nazir
Hossain and Masud Arun were
present among others at Bhuiyan's
residence.

Flood losses
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Japan Bank for International
Cooperation (JBIC) and the
Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA). The
contribution would include both
loansandgrants.

After meeting Aziz, Senga told
reporters-that the ADB's contribu-
tion would depend on an ongoing
E!oc:ld damage and needs assessment
study.

“Initially, we weren't expected to
come in to help this year...we
hoped the problem was not so
severe. Butthe finance adviser in his
recent trip to Manila indicated the
impaortance of extending support to
ﬂw!ﬂuod victims in the country,” he
said.

“So we quicklymanagedtoforma
team in ﬁ:fl cooperation with other
development partners to formulate
our assistance,” Senga said adding,
*Hopefully we will be able to provide
s}tlmtnmiw assistance for rehabilita-

P ehe W AED pond AAIRE A
he and Aziz also discussed about
ongoing regional cooperation on an
information su pcrhig"lwuy project.

"Essentially thisis about informa-
toncommunication technology,” he
said, adding, "If Bangladesh and its
neighbours get together there will be
a multiplier effect of having joint
access to information and thiswillbe
vcry!wlpfu!l'nrllnn?[adush."

They would finalise the technical
55!0 ?l of the project soon, Senga
added.

Khaleda
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source told thenewsagency.

According to our staff correspon-
dent, the lawyers for Khaleda yester-
day submitted a petition 1o Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court
secking permission to furnish a bail
bond after the bail order granted by
the High Court to the former prime
ministerreached thecourt.

The HC granted bail to Khaleda
on September 30 in the case filed by
the ACC for awarding container-
handling work at Chottagong Port
and Dhaka Inland Container Yard to
Gateo, violating tenderrules.

The lawyers could not furnish the
bail bond yesterday, as the judge
concernedwasnotavailable.

Meanwhile, detained former
state minister for energy AKM
Mosharrafl Hossain was questioned
yesterday at the jail gate regarding
the container handling case,

Competent sources said a team
comprising Anti-Corruption
Commission Deputy Director Jahirul
Hudaand Taskforce-23 Officer Major
Mostafa Kamal questioned him for
about an hour in the afternoon at
Dhaka Central Jail gate,

Detained former health minister
Khandaker Mosharaf Hossain, who
is nowin Dhaka jail, was scheduled to
be questioned in connecton with
the case. He could not be questioned
because of time constraint, The
former minister will be questioned
withinadayortwo,

Both the ministers were the
membersofthe purchase committee
that approved the awarding of a
contract toGatco, a private company.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission has already questioned
former five ministers, six retired
secretaries and one serving addi-
tional secretary of the communica-
tions ministry inconnection with the
case.

HC stays
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"The rule is made returnable in six
weeks,” said the court order.

On September 5, ACC Assistant
Commissioner Mahbubul Alam
filed the case with Motijheel Police
Station on charge of taking out a
loan of over Tk 158.67 crore from
IFIC Bank in the name of Beximco
Group through forgery.

The other accused in the case
are Salman's brother and
Chairman of Bexinco Group Sohel
F Rahman, former managing direc-
tor of IFIC Bank Ataul Haque, ex-
manager of [FIC Bank's Motijheel
branch Asab-ud-Doula and direc-
tors of Beximco Holdings Lid [gbal
Ahmed and MA Qashem.
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Villarosa said embassy staff had gone
1o some maonasterics in recent days
and found them completely empty.
Others were barricaded by the mill-
tary and decliured off-limits to outsid-
ors.

“There is a significantly reduced
number of monks on the streets.
Where are the monks? What has
happened to them?” she said. The
Democratic Voice of Burma, a dissi-
dent radio station hased in Norway,
said authorities have released 90 of
400 monks detained in Myitkyina, the
capital of Kachin state, during a mid-
nightraid on monasteriesonSept. 25.

A semblance of normality
returned to Yangon after daybreak,
with some shops opening and light
trafficonroads.

However, "peapleare territied, and
the underlying forces of discontent
have not been addressed,” Villarosa
sajd. "Peoplehave beenunhappyfora
long time ... Since the events of last
week, there's now the unhappiness
combined with anger, and fear.”

Some people remained hopeful
that democracy would come,

"I don't believe the protests have
been totally crushed,” said Kin, a 29-
year-old language teacher in Yangon,
whosela Lhcrnnﬁ bratherhadjoineda
1988 pro-democrcy movement that
endedinacrackdowninwhichatleast
3.11{1{Hu.-ﬂpl-: werekilled.

"There is hope, but we fear to
hope," she said. "We still dream of
rearing our children in a country
where everybody would have equal
chancesatopportunities,”

The military has ruled Myanmar
since 1962, and the cumrent junta
came to power after snuffing out the
1988 pro-democracy movement. The
generals called elections in 1990 but

refused to give up power. when Suu
Kyi's partywon. .

The military crushed the protests
on Sept. 26 and 27 with live ammuni-
tion, tear gas and beatings. Hundreds
of monks and civilians were carted off
to detention camps. The government
says 10 people were killed in the
violence. But dissident groups put the
death tall at up 0 200 and say 6,600
peoplewere detain

Gamban went (o Myanmar on
Saturday to convey the international
community's outrage at the juntia's
actions. He also hoped to peisuade
the junta to take the people’s aspira-
tions seriously.

He met junta leader Senior Gen.
Than Shwe and his deputies and
talked to detained: pro-democracy
leader Aung San SuuKyitwice.

Gambarn avoided the media in
Singapore, where he amrived Tuesday
nighten route to NewYork. He was not
expected to issue any statement
before briefing UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moonon Friday.

The junta has nokcommented on
Cambari's visit and the United
Mations has only released photos of
uainbari and a somber, haggard-
lnukin&l:s‘uu Kyi whohasspentnearly
12 af the last 18 years under house
arrest  shaking hands during their
meeting in-a state guest house in
Yangon.

In Singapore, Gambari met with
Prime Minister Lee Hslen Loong, the
chairman of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations bloc of
which Myanmaris amember,

A Singapore government state-
ment said Lee told Gambari that
Asean "is fully behind his mission” to
bring about "a palitical solution for
national reconciliation and a peaceful
transition to democracy”

Power-sharing talks
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would drop a raftof corruption charges
against Benazir, thus meeting one of
her key conditions for a pact ahead of
herretm.

Benazir, though, dismissed the
amnesty offer. "It's absolutely wrong,
the news the corruption charges have
been dropped,” she said, adding: "It'sa
disinformation campaign run by..the
headoftheintelligencebureau.”

The alleged amnesty was part of a
wider disinformation campaign
designed "to cause controversy and
confusion...to district from the real
issues” which were free elections,
restoring the rule of law and reviving
the economy, shesaid.

"The PPP wants to see change, We
wantto see movement tm\[mrd;ndumnc—
rcy.. movement to a level playin
ﬂL'llzﬁ,"shl: added. arne

PPP wvice-chairman Makhdoom
Amin Fahim, one of only two candi-
dates running against Musharraf in
weekend elections, meanwhile eiter-
ated thae the PPP cannot” support
Musharral as président if he continues
asarmychief.

"We cannot support a general inthe
f:rcsittemi;u! elecuons. He should shed
s uniform and we cannot supporn
him in this presidential election while
he'sinuniform,” he said.

If a power-sharing deal could be
struck, it would allow Musharmaf to
remain as president while ushering in
civilian rule eight years after he seized
powerinacoup.

Hehas promised to quit the position
as head of the nuclear-anmed military
and become a civilian leader if, as
expected, hewins Samrnday'svote.

Earlier Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf waited Wednesday for
former premier Benazir's response to
an amnesty offer that could pave the
‘way for a power-sharing deal days
betorehe secks re-election.

As Benazir's party prepared to meet
to discuss the offer, Musharmaf faced a
final legal hurdle to his attempt to win
another five-year term in Saturday's
presidential vore.

The Supreme Court was hearing
last-minute challenges filed by his
electionrivals, who are seekingto T:Inck
his candidacy on the grounds that he is
noteligible tostand.

HutthekeyfocusWednesdaywason
the political negatiations that may, if
successful, allow Musharraf to remain
as president while ushering in civilian
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rule cight yearsafter he selzed powerin
acoup.

The governmgnt said on Tuesday it
would drop a raft of carruption charges
against Benazir; thus meeting one of
her key conditions for 8 pact ahead of
herreturnonCctober 18, o

“The government is p for
indemnity (for Benazir) and the ball is
now in the court of the opposition
party,” said Information Minister
Muhammad Ali Durmani, refiyring to
Benazir's Pukistan Peoples Party.

nse to

"We u::rrccl a respo
theofferofindemnity,” hetold AFP

Hut Benazir's aldes in London have
said that if her demands were not met
the party would resign from dr:ul!a-
ment, following an opposition alliance
thatwithdrew 5 MPsonTuesday.

Benazir, who was prime minister
from 1988-1990 and again from 1993-
1996, has also demanded that
Musharral lift a bar on politicians
servingathird termas premier.
wwhile theSupretne Gotrt on

* Wednesday listened  to - last-minute

petitions by the ather candidates in the
clections - former judge Wajihuddin
Ahmad and Makhdoom Amin Fahim,
the vicechairmanofBenazir's

The hédring was delayed for two
hourswhenone judgewithdrow, saying
thathe had alreadygiven hisopinionon
the case when the Supreme Court
threw out earlier opposition appeals
last Friday. v

It later resumed with efght judges
following his withdrawal.

The court is the final port of call for
the opposition as Musharmf has a
majo tr in the national and provincial
assemblies holding the presidential
ballot.

Tuesday’s mass resignation of
opposition MPs was unable to foil the
vote, with anti-Musharraf parties
saying it was mainly meant to hit the
credibilityofthe poll.

Benazir's party, which is the largest
in the opposition, kept its members in
parliament.

The United States has pressed for a
Bhutto-Musharrafl accord on the
grounds that they are both liberals who
would be nawral allies in the fight
againstal-Qaedaand theTaliban.

In a reminder of the unrest, two
Pakistani soldiers were killed in a rebel
atack earlyWednesdayintheribalbelt
between North West Frontier Province
and Afghanistan.

N Korea agrees
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As part of the second phase, North
Korea will disable its five-megawatt
plutormium producing reactor and
two ather key facilities at Yongbyon
by December3l,

Those facilities were described
by Bush as the "core" of North
Korea's nuclear weapons
programme, according to a US
government statement released in
Washington.

The Yonghyon facilities, as well
as two other minor ones, were shut
downin Julyas partof the first phase
of the February accord.

"At the request of the other
parties, the United States will lead
disablement activities,”
Wednesday's statement said, add-
ing that US experts would lead a
team to the North within two weeks
to begin preparations.

North Korea also agreed to pro-
vide a "complete and correct decla-
ration of all its nuclear
programmes” by December 31,
according to Wednesday's state-
ment.

The reclusive North has spent
decades developing its nuclear
progrmmmes and no-one outside
the country knows for sure how
much atomic material it has pro-
duced, or whether there are any
other facilities it has yet to declare,

While Yongbyon produced
plutonium, the United States had
previously accused the North of also
running a secrel programme o
devcln;)highl enriched uranium,

Both highly enriched uranium
and plutonium can be used to make
nuclear weapons. However there
was no mention of uranium in
Wednesday's statement.

In return for pushing ahead with
disarmament, the five other parties
to the talks will provide North Korea
with another 900,000 tonnes of
heavy fuel oil orits equivalent in aid,
the pactsaid.

The impoverished nation has
already received 100,000 tonnes
from South Korea and Chinaafter it
shut down Yongbyon and allowed
inspectors from the UN's atomic
watchdogbackintothe country.

Bush last week gave the go-
ahead to deliver another tranche of
50,000 tonnes.

Wednesday's statement said the
United States agreed to work to
improve bilateral relations with
North Korea, "moving towurds @ full
diplomaticrelationship.”

Washington also committed to
work towards removing the North
from its list of state sponsors of
terrorism, but only if Pyongyan
continued pushing ahead wit
disarmament, the agreement said.

Pyongyang was tasked with
improving its troubled relations
with Japan and resolving issues left
over from an "unfortunate past” --
an apparent reference to Japan's
warlime occupation of the Korean

ninsula and the kidnapping of
apanese nationals by Pyongyang.

The agreement came aiter the
chief envoys from the siv nations
held four days uflmn Beijing that
ended on Sunday. Russia is the final
member ol the forum.

They said then that the deal had
been brokered but the satement
was not released until the govern-
ments of all"six nations had
approvedit. s

The six-
in 2003, failed
from conducting
atomnicbomb in
But negotiatig
finally resultes
accord that has

The third ani
phase to be imphe
2008 would require |
surrender all its:fissile material and
nuclear weapans, which experts see
asanambitious task k5




