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War-weary young Kashmiris
grapple with pacifist Gandhi

AFP, Srinagar )

In Indian Kashmir, where an
Islamist revolt has raged for nearly
two decades, tens of thousands of
students have been debating the
values of the Indian champion of
non-violence Mahatma Gandhi.

The students delivered
speeches in a government-
organised elocution contest that
culminated with prizes on Tuesday
-- the pacifisticon’s birthday which
the UN decided in June to declare
the International Day of Mon-
Violence.

For the winner, espousing the
Indian leader's non-violent creda
Wils i necessity.

"If Gandhi's philosophy is not
followed, we may soon have law of
jungle prevailing everywhere," said
19-year-old college student
Taufeeq Yusuf, who collected the
top cash award of 100,000 rupees
(2,500 dollars).

"We in Kashmir will not get
anything out of violence,” Yusuf
added as applause rang out from
the audience of thousand of stu-
dents in Srinagar, urban hub of the
separatist revolt that has claimed
tens ofthousands of lives.

Gandhi was the leader of India's
freedom movement with his cam-
paign of non-violent civil disobedi-
ence that ended in independence
of the subcontinent from Britain in
1947,

"Gandhi was a man of peace,
who urged people toshun violence.
He didn'tadvocate war but peace,”
said another student, 23-year-old
Tasleema Jan.

"The question is not whether
Gandhi's philosophy is relevant or
irrelevant -- the question is do we
have the courage to follow in his
footsteps?"

But not all the contestants were
50 complimentary about Gandhi,
known in India as "father of the
nation," during the run-up to the
prize-giving which took place on a
lawn bordering scenic Lake Dal,
Srinagar's tourist showpiece.

"Imperialistic powers are using
Gandhi's philosophy to strengthen
their occupation of weaker
nations," said university student
Baber Qadri, sparking spontane-
ous pro-Islamic slogan shouting at
a forum on Monday ar Kashmir
University.

Others said there was no reason
to look for inspiration to Gandhi,

who was assassinated in 1947 by a
Hindu extremist who objected to
his message of tolerance and
brotherhood between Muslims
and Hindus.

"Why should we follow the
Gandhian principles when Islam is
there for us as a complete way of
life?" asked Irtif Lone, to the
applause from listeners.

The contest, which involved
students at high schools, colleges
and universities across the state,
was the brainchild of Kashmir's
Chief Minister Ghulam Mabi Azad,
apro-Indiapolitician.

He said he wanted to stir debate
on Gandhi's message of non-
violence among students in the
state, where unrest has left more
than 42,000 people dead by official
count since the revolt erupted in
19849,

Human rights groups put the
toll at 60,000 dead and 10,000
missing.

“The response is an indication
of the popularity of Gandhian
philosophy among the younger
generation," said Azad.

The chief minister added he
believed the marathon debating
eventsetarecord, atleastin India.
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"I'm not talking about 50,000-
strong audience but 50,000 partici-
pants,” hesaid.

Some school principals, how-
ever, said they were summoned by
authorities and rtold to ensure a
good student turnout.

Other Kashmiri political leaders
saw asinisteragendain the debate.

"It'sa campaign to steer Muslim
youth towards the Gandhian phi-
losophy instead of Islam,” said
Syed Ali Geelani, a separatist hard-
liner who wants the merger of
Indian Kashmir with neighbouring
Pakistan, which holds part of
Kashmir.

“"Gandhi spoke about non-
violence but the soldiers of his
country have killed countless
people in Kashmir," he added.

Still, for some students weary of
the bloodshed in which at least two
people die daily as a result of insur-
gency-related violence in Kashmir,
Gandhi's non-violent message had
appeal.

"Gandhi was remarkable -- out
of this world. [wish we had aleader
like Gandhi in Kashmir," said 21-
year-old student speaker Imtiaz
Amin.

[UBAT
orientation
held

Orientation programme for the fall
semester 2007 of [nternational
University of Business Agriculture
and Technology (IUBAT) was held at
IUBAT auditorium on October 2 in
the city, says apress release.

The orientation ceremony was
held on the'bank of the river Turag
with participation of the national
and international students, mem-
bers from overseas collaborative
organizations, officials, staff and
faculties of [UBAT. The ceremony
began with a recitation from the Holy
Quran followed by singing of
national anthemns of Bangladesh and
Canada.

Professor Alex Berland, visiting
professor in Health Sciences from
University of British Columbia,
Canada atterided the ceremany as
Chief Guest while Professor Maureen
Maloney, visiting professor from

‘LangaraCollege, Canada attended as

Special Guest.

In his speech professor Berland
expressed the hope that TUBAT's
commitment of human resources
development through quality educa-
tion will be realised through innova-
tion for skilled human resource
development and other educational
programs.

Vice Chancellor Professor Dr M
Alimullah Miyan in his speech urged
everyone to work to fulfill the mis-
sion of human resources develop-
ment of the university. He urged the
freshmen to work hard for their own
success and to fulfill the TUBAT
missionfor thebenefitof thesociety.

Later he distributed IUBAT
Award of Merit Excellence among
fourteen bright students of different
semesters. ~

Detained Iranian
an intelligence

agent: US general
AFP, Baghdued

An Iranian arrested by US forces in
Iraq's Kurdish region had been
involved in Tehran's intelligence
operations in Iraq for more than a
decade, an Americmll general said
yesterday, )

"Multiple sources” had also
implicated him in providing weap-
ons to "lraqi criminal elements in
the service of Iran," US military
spokesman Major General Kevin
Bergner told a news conference in
Baghdad.

On September 20, US troops
raided a hotel in Sulaimaniyah in
the autonomous northern autono-
mous region and seized Mahmudi
Farhadi, claiming he was amember
of the Quds Force, the covert opera-
tions arm of Iran's elite
Revolutionary Guards,

Iran condemned what it called
the "unwarranted" arrest of a
husinessman it said was in Iraq at
the invitation of the Kurdish
regional government, and lodged a
strong protest with the authorities
in Baghdad.

Iragi President Jalal Talabani
has slammed the arrest as illegal
and demanded Farhadi's release.

And on September 24, [ran shut
its frontiers with Iraq in protest,
causing mayhem at the border and
major economic losses to tradersin
the Kurdishregion.

Bergner insisted on Wednesday
that the detainee was a Quds Force
operative.

"Farhadi was the officer in
charge of the Zafar command, one
of three subordinates of the
Ramazan core of the Quds Force,"”
Bergner said.

"As Zafar commander, he was
responsible for Quds Force opera-
tions in north-central [raq, includ-
ing cross barder transfers of weap-
ons, peopleand money.

"We also know that for more than
adecade he was involved in [ranian
intelligence operations in [raq.” he
added, withoutelaborating.

Kunio Senga, Director General of South Asla Department of the Asian Development Bank (AD8), calis on Mir Nasir
. Hossain, president of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI), at FBCCI office

yesterday. They discussed private sectors' views on development challenges of the government and ADB's role in
Bangladesh. Hua Du, Country Director of ADB and Mir Muniruzzaman, secretary of FBCCI, are 2lso seenin the picture.

Power struggle wracks
India's high-tech state

AFP, Bangalore

Squabbling coalition partners

pushed government to the brink

of collapse yesterday in the south-
ern state of Karnataka, India's
prosperous high-tech hub.

The Janata Dal-Secular (JD-8)
was due to transfer power by
Wednesday to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BIP} under a power-sharing
agreement reached in February
2006, but JD-5 leaders have said
theywill only decide on Friday.

Taking the levers of power in
Karnataka is a prestige issue for
the BIP, the main opposition atthe
federal level. Itis influential in the
north and west, but has never
controlled a government in any of
India's four southern states.

Karnataka, a state of 60 million
people, boasts of being India's
science capital and the hub of
software, biotech and aerospace
industries spearheading the
country's economicresurgence,

BJP spokesman § Prakash said
the 17 BJP ministers had resigned
late Tuesday to "pave the way for
transfer of power,” adding: "Now
the ball is in Mr. Kumaraswamy's
court.”

ChiefMinister HD Kumaraswamy
and his father -- JD-S patriarch and

former prime minister HD Deve
Gowda - say their party will decide
whether to transfer power only after
meetinginNew Delhion Friday.

The power-sharing deal was
forged after Kumaraswamy with-
drew his support from a Congress
party government that ruled
Karnataka following state elec-
tions in May 2004,

1D-8 lawmakers have opposed
the transfer of power, embold-
ened by September municipal
elections in which the party won
almost four times the number of
wiirds it previously controlled.

The Deccan Herald said elec-
tions were “the only honourable
way out” and predicted the fed-
eral government in New Delhi
would invoke powers to take
chargetemporarilyin thestate.

"Deadline, deadlock, dead
end,” said the New [ndian
Express.

"There's a lot of political pos-
turing going on," said Bangalore-
based political scientist Sandeep
Shastri.

"When it comes to the crunch
and if a poll were to secm inevita-
ble, party lawmakers will pressur-
ise their leaders to compromise.”

Indian woman
offers self, son,
to pay husband's
doctors: report

AFP, New Deliri

An Indian woman who sold her
jewellery to pay for her husband's
care after a collision left him uncon-
scious more than a month ago is
prepared to sell her sonto pay for the
medical bills, areport said.

Harsh Sharma, whose husband's
carhitanexpress minatanunguarded
raifway crossing in northem Punjab
state on August 28, said she could only
raise 100,000 rupees (2,500 dollars) by
sellingall hervaluables.

"Now doctors say we need three-
to-four hundred thousand rupees
(8,000 to 10,000 dollars) more. Tdon't
have any other belongings to sell
except for my five-year-old,” said
Sharma, according to a Times of
IndiareportonWednesday.

"lamready tosell myselfton.”

Therewere no further details.

India has a public health system
where care is available iree of cost,
but a scarcity of hospitals and doc-
tors in the billion-plus country
means thal many paticnis wrn
expensive privale health centres and
paycosts themselves.

The govemment announced a
health insurance scheme this week
for those who live on less than 30
cents a day. The plan would allow
them to get treatment worth 750
dollars a year at participating
hospitals.

FHOTO: STAR
Former Chief Election Commissioner Justice Abdur Rauf speaks at a view exchange meeting at the National Press
Club in the city yesterday. On his leftare Awami League Advisory Committee membar Advocate RahmatAliand BNP
chairperson's adviser Brig Gen (Retd) ASM Hannan Shah and on his right are Jatiya Party leader GM Quader and
BNP leader Maj (Retd) Aktaruzzaman. (Story on Page 2)
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Shoppers busy in choosing sharees at a city market yesterday, with the Eid-ul-Fitr drawing nearer.

FHOTD: STAR

Britain launches
crackdown on
sex slave
criminals

AFP, London

Police launched a new campaign
vesterday to tackle human traffick-
ers who force people to come to
Britain and work in the sextrade,

Home Secretary Jacqui Smith
dubbed the black market industry
a "modern-day slave trade" and
said the Pentameter 2 project
aimed to increase knowledge of the
extent of the crime as well as help-
ingworkers caughtup init,

But she said she could not guar-
antee that people who had been
illegally brought to Britain to work
in the sex trade would not be
depaorted.

At any one time, there are
approximately 4,000 people in
Britain who have been brought
here by people waffickers, accord-
ing to the most recent Home Office
| figures from 2003.

Lithuania, Albania, Nigeria and
Thailand are the top four nations
where the victims come from,
according to 2003 figures from the
Poppy Project, which supports
women trafficked into prostitu-
tion.

Denise Marshall, chief execu-
tive of the Poppy Project, said it
supported the new initiative, add-
ing that women and girls who had
been trafficked were often forced to
have sex with between five and 30
customers perday.

She added that she feared the
true number of victims of the trade
was far higher than the official
figuressuggested.

David Davis, home affairs
spokesman for the main opposi-
tion Conservative Party, said there
were "tens of thousands of vic-
tims".

"Over the last three years we've
hadanumberofinvestigations, but
only 30 traffickers actually con-
victed," he added.

“That is just the tip of the ice-
berg."

The Pentameter 2 project has
been launched by the Association
of Chief Police Officers of England,
Walesand Northern [reland.

in Egypt: study

AFP, Cairo

lation, amounting to six million
people, are addicted to drugs, an
official survey published yesterday
showed.

A recent study published by
Egypt's National Council for

(NCETA) reported the majority of
drugusers are aged between 15 and
25, NCFTA member Suheir Luth
told the English-language Al-
AhramWeekly.

Bango, a type of marijuana
found in the Middle East, is the
drug of choice, but cocaine, heroin
and chemical drugs like ecstasy
and methamphetamine are also
widely available on the local mar-
ket, the study found.

About 439,000 children are
regular drug users in Egypt, a major
producer, supplier and consumer
of narcotics.

Of the 12.2 percent of Egypt's
students dependenton drugs, nine
percent smoke Bango, three per-
cent prefer hashish and 0.21 per-
cent take heroin or chemical drugs,
NCFTA said.

According to the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), Epypt's location makes
itatransit point for drug trafficking
from major production arcas in
South EastAsiaand Europe.

Bango is widely used in the Sinai
peninsula and has also been
reported in southern Egypr,
according to UNODC,

6m drug addicts

Atleast8.5 percent of Egypt's popu- '

Fighting and Treating Addiction |

French Senate debates DNA
tests for immigrants

AFP, Paris

The French upper house of parlia-
ment, the Senate, yesterday debated
a controversial immigration bill
which would atthorise voluntary
DNA testing on forcigners wishing to
jointheir familiesin France.

The debate, which opened over-
night, wasto resumein the afternoon
after the government made new
concessions towin overcritics. These

include the left-wing opposition, but
also some government supporters,
as well as religious leaders and cam-
paigning groups,

OnTuesday, the chief executive of
the African Union, Alpha Oumar
Konare, added his voice to the bill's
opponents, describing the proposed
DNA tests as "unacceptable at an
ethical, moral and cultural level.”

Supporters say the measure
would make it possible for would-be

Ozone hole has shrunk
by nearly a third

Says European Space Agency

AFP, Paris

The ozgne. hole over -Antarctica
shrank by 30 percent this year com-
pared with the record loss recorded
in 2006, the European Space Agency
(ESA) said yesterday.

Measurements made by the
agency's Envisat satellite found a
peak loss in the ozone layer of 27.7
million tonnes, compared to 40
million tonnes last year, it said in a
pressrelease.

Ozone, a molecule of oxygen,
forms athinlayerinthe stratosphere,
filtering out dangerous ultraviolet
sunlight that damages vegetation
and can cause skin cancer and cata-
racis.

The protectively layer has been
badly damaged by man-made chlo-
rine-based chemicals.

The hole -- in essence, a thinning
of the layer -- goes through a cycle
each year as the chemical reaction
that drives, depletion peaks during
the deep chill of the southern hermi-
sphere winter, from late August to
October.

In 2006, the ozone hole at its
biggest measured 28 million square
kilometers (10.81 million square
miles); in 2007, itwas 24.7 million sq.
kms. (9.53 million sq. miles), or
roughlythesize of Morth Amnerica.

Ronald van der A, a senior project

scientist at Royal Dutch

«. Moteorological -Institute - (KNMIJ, -

saiel this year's improvement could
notheseenasaconfinmationthatthe
ozone layer wis in recovery.

“T'his year's ozone hole was less
centred on the South Pole as in other
years, which allowed it to mix with
warmer air, reducing the growth of
the hole, because ozone is depleted
attemperatures lpss than -78 degrees
Celsius (- 108 degrees Fahrenheit),”
hesaid.

Over the last decade, the ozone
layer has thinned by about 0.3 per-
centperyearonaglobalscale,

Last September 22, nearly 200
countries agreed o accelerate the
elimination of hydrochloro-
fluorocarbons (FICECs), a category of
ozone-destroyingchernicals.

Under the deal reached ata UN-
sponsored conference in Montreal,
developed countries will phase out
the production of FHCFCs by 2020
while developing stutes have until
2030 -- 10 years earlier than previ-
ously promised.

The agreement changes the
timetable that had been set in 1987
under the Montreal Protocol, which
aims to eliminate the use of HCFCs
and similar chemicals once com-
maonly found in refrigerators, fire
retardanis and acrosol sprays.

immigrants to speed up the applica-
tion process by proving their kinship
with family-members in France.
They point aut that 12 other EUJ
countries carry outsimilar tests.

However opponents say it would
seta dangerous precedentby making
genetic affiliation a criterion for
citizenship.

The measure -- part of a wider
immigration bill -- has been
approved by the lower house, the
National Assembly, but it Was
rejected last week when it was exam-
inetl by the Senate's laws committee,
Thautdecision can he overturned by a
vote i plemiry session,

Immigratton Minister Brice
Hortefeux has backed a series of
concessions in order o convince
waverers.

Under the changes, DNA tests will
onlty be permitted in countries where
civil status, documents: ~ otherwise
the main proof of kinship -- are
known to be widely counterfeited.
And the measure would only be
authorised for wo years, aheadofan
evaluation byanexpert panel.

Overnight Hortefeux gave new
ground. Under the latest formula-
tion, the costofthetests willbebome
entirelyby the French state -- inorder
toavertthe charge that theydiscrimi-
nateagainstpoor families.

And applicants’ DNA will be
compared only with their mothers'
in order to avoid the danger of intru-
siverevelationsabout paternity.

Hortefeux also wrote to
Senegalese President Abdoulaye
Wade, who attacked French plans for
DNA testing as a "serious mistake”,
according to the Senegalese presi-
dency.

The immigration minister told
Wade he was determined to ensure
foreigners were given the same legal
protection as French nationals, by
requiring a judge's authorisation for
any DNAtest.

Defending the text late Tuesday,
Hortefeux said the aim of the tesis
was "to give a new right to foreigners
of good faith" and he "refused to
allow people to caricature a text
which the government wanis to be
fairand protective.”
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