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National consensus against

‘boycott of JS, hartal a must

for democracy
Speakers tell discussion

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

speakers at a view exchange meet-
ing yesterday underscored the
need for national consensus
against boycott of Parliament and
hartal for the sake of sustaining
democracy. -

Swadhinata Forum arganised
the meeting tided 'Necessity of
national consensus to avert hoy-
cott of National Parliament and
hartal" at Jatiya Press Club in the
city.

Speaking on the occasion,
adviser to the BNP chairperson
Brig Gen (Retd) ASM Hannan Shah
said parliamentarians of other
countries only walk out when they

are not given due opportunities in
the parliaments. But in
Bangladesh, boycott of parliament
go for days after days, he added.

Hartal shouid be staged when it
concerns national interests, he said
arlding it should not be staged on
trivial matters, as it never brings
any good for the country,

Duth the isstes are sensitive and
the political parties will have to give
specific declaration regarding both
the issues in their electoral mani-
festos, he added.

fatiya Party leader GM Quader
said though the parliament was
supposed to be the centre of all
activities, successive parliamen-
tarinns always boyeottedit.

He added, "We have to elect
honest and deserving candidates
in the next election (o make our
parliament effective,”

Presided over by former chief
election commissioner Justice
Abdur Rauf, the meeting was also
addressed by Member of AL
Advisory Council Rahmat Ali, BNP
leader Maj Aktaruzzaman, colum-
nist Sadek Khan, National People's
Party Chairman Sheikh Shawkat
Hossaln Nilu, fativa Gonatantrik
Party President Shafiul Alam
Pradhan, Jamaat-e-Islami
Assistant Secretary Kamruzzaman
and Swadhinata Forum President
Abu Naser Mohammad
Rahmatullah.

Reinstate previous

exam system
Medical students urge

authorities
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Students of different medical col-
leges ata press conference yesterday
urged the authorities concerned to
scrap the faulty examination system
from the new curriculum and 1o
reinstatethe previousone.

In the new curriculum, there is
no provision for sitting for a supple-
mentary examination more than
once, As a result, a student will get
the chance to sit for the supplemen-
tary examination onlyonce and ifhe
fails to appear that time, he will not
be promoted to the nextclass,

Students under the banner of
"Voice of Medical Students’ at the
press conference at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity (DRU) said thatin
the previous curriculum, the stu-
dents used to attend in 3rd year
classes, wards and other activities
after first professional exam. It was
keptin therecord book.

But under the new curriculum,
the examination system is set in
such a way that if a student fails in
the supplementary examination in
his first attermpt, he will not be

promoted, rather he will have w
stay in the same class again and all
his records will be deleted.

Thus-the lengthy five-year
course would be lengthier, the
studentsalléged.

"Even we did not get any capy
of the curriculum and the authori-
ties concerned did not pay heed in
this regard;," said Rakibul Islam,
convener of Voice of Medical
Students.

For this new examination sys-
temn, our student life would be
extended for nothing and at the
same time the government would
have to spend mare money for a
medical student, the students said
adding that the students studying at
different private universities would
beworstvictims as ayearloss means
ahugelossofmoney there.

The students urged the authori-
ties to reinstate the examination
systemn of the previous curriculum.

RMG workers
demand arrears,
bonus before Eid

STAPE CORRESPONDENT

Sramik Karmachari Sangram
Parishad yesterday reiterated their
demand for payment of bonus and
arrear salary to all the garment
workers before Eid festival,

The leaders in a joint statement
said the tripartite agreementamong
theowners, workers and the govern-
mentis yet to be implemented fully.
Rather there are many factories
where the workers did not get their
due wages,

Though the implementation
dateline of tripartite agreement is
aver, most of the factories did not
implement the agreement even
after the government's repeated
asking forit.

WORLD QURAN CONTEST
Adel wins first
prize

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hafez Fazle
ltabbi Adel won
| the first prize at
World Hifzul
Quran contest
held in Dubai,
| says a press
release.

The contest
fadan 8 to 20 of
i, where contestants
ies, ndul:iinj, Arab

f FHasan Alj, d-.-pm.y
ieer of Desco, was
scompetition by the
on Bangladesh.

led with Tk 55 lakh,

eandother prizes.

h;lgl has ccompleted Hifzul
Quran from Tanjimul Unmah Hifz
Madrasa at Uttara and nowstudying
inclasseightatthe same institution,

LONG-TERM DEPOSITS
Concern over bar on NGOs

Different associations of non-
povernment organisations (NGOs)
and micro-finance institutions
yesterday expressed grave concern
over the bar on NGOs in taking
long-term deposits from their
members, says a press release.

in a joint statement, the
Federation of NGOs in Bangladesh
(FNB), International Network of
Alternative Micro-finance
Institutions (INAFD, and Credit
and Development Forum (CDE)
also urged the Micro-credil
Regulatory Authority to reconsider
theissue.

Micro-credit Regulatory
Authority on Wednesday said that

the NGOs will not be allowed to
take long-term deposits from their
members.

Referring to the article 24 (2)
(Ga) of Micro-credit Regulatory
Authority Act, which allows NGOs
and micro-credit institutions to
collect deposits from the members,
the statement said if they are not
allowed to collect such long-term
depaosits, future security of the
existing savers would be ham-
pered.

At present, deposited amount of
micra-credit recipients from
across the country is around Tk
2,034.37 crore, according to the
release.

FHOTO: PID
President lajuddin Ahmed and Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed offer
munajat at an Iftar party hosted by the president for political leaders, civil
and military high officials and diplomats at Bangabhaban yesterday.

GRAFT CASE

Ex-BNP lawmaker Millat,
his wife, son charged

Verdict in money laundering case against

Harris today

CourT CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) yesterday pressed charges
against former BNP lawmaker M
Rashiduzzaman Millar, his wife
Mabia Suraiya and son Sayed Bin
Jaman Souniv in connection with a
case filed for concealing their
wealthinformation.

Meanwhile, the judgement of
maoneylaundering case against Harrs
Chowdlhury, political secretary to
detained former prime minister
KhaledaZia, willbedelivered today.

The ACC also pressed charges
against five ex-officials of Oriental
Bank Lid and businessman ina case
filed apainst them [or embezzle-
ment of Tk 40 crore from its Karwan
BazarBranchin the city.

MILLAT CASE

ACC Assistant Director [brahim
Kawsar, who is also investigation
officer (10 of the case, submitted
the charge sheet to the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)
Court, Dhaka, showing 45 people as
prosecutionwitnesses,

The [0 prayed for the 1ssuance of
arrest warrants against
flashiduzzaman Millat, Mabia
Suraiya and Sourav and the order of
attachment of their properties, as
they have been absconding since
the casewas filed against them.

On June 3, ACC Deputy Mobara
Khunam filed the case against them
with Gulshan Police Swation for
concealing Tk 4,82,05,695 in their
wealth statements submitted earlier
tothe ACC.

HARRIS CASE

Judge Sayed [ahed Mansur of the
Metropolitan Special Tribunal-9 will
defiver the verdict of the money
lnundering case against Harris at
10:00am today, court sources said.

Earlier, the prosecution and the
defence had completed their argu-
ments and the court recorded state-
ments of 17 prosecution witnesses,
including the cnmphimnt and the
10 ofthe case.

51 Babul Hossain of Guishan
Police Station, also the 10O, submit-
ted the charge sheet to the CMM's
Courton]uly 1.

According o the case statement,
Harris collected foreign currencies
worth Tk 5.64 lakh to sent them

| abroad.

Earlicr, aspecial courtsentenced
Harris to three years' imprisonment
on May 22 for not submitting his
wealth statement to the Anti-
Corruption Commission within the
stipulated ume.

ORIENTAL BANK CASE
ACC Assistant Director Abul
Hossain, who is also the 10 of the
case, submitted charge sheet to the
CMM's Court, showing 61 people as
prosecutionwitnesses,

The chargesheeted accused are
furmer executive officer Ashfaqul
Hakim, former executive vice-
presidents Sabbir Ahmed Siddiqui
and Muhammad Muktadir Billah,
former assistant vice-president
Tariqul Islam, former senior vice-
president Mushtaque Ahmed and a
proprietor of Sky Enterprise Sultan
Mahmud Hiro.

Ofthem, Ashfaqul Hakim, Sabbir
Ahmed Siddiqui and Muhammad
Muktadir Billah were earlier
arrested and they are now in jail
custody while three others have
been absconding since the case was
filed against them.

In the case fled with Tejgaon
Police Station on January 21, it was
alleged that they were accused of
misappropriating Tk 40 crore using
fuke accounts from Karwan Bazar
Branchondifferent dates.

The scam came to light after the
bank authorities carried out a probe
into Ashfaqul Hakim's account
transactions in January this year. The
investigation followed Ashfaqul's
resignation from thebanlk.

The investigation team found
one Kiron Traders deposited Tk 5
lakh in hisaccount on June 18, 2006,
before the central bank took over
the problem-ridden private bank.

[t also found that the voucher of
the Kiron Traders did not describe
details of the deposited money.
Further investigation revealed that
the Kiron Traders' account with the
Oriental Bank's Karwan Bazar
branch was opened in violation of
the existing rules. Besides, it had
used afake address.

Five more fake accounts had
been opened in the last four years
under the name of Swadesh
Bnterprise, Friends Trading,
Mahbub International, Bikrampur
Traders and Iqbal Enterprise.

A huge amount of money, trans-
ferred from the general account of
the bank's head office, had been
withdrawn from those accounts.

The officials accused were
involved in ¢rasing from the bank's
computer system the transaction
records of the sixaccounts.

The investigators, however, have
muanaged o recover some of the
data with the help of Leads
Corparation, software provider for
the bank'scomputer systermn.

Train derails
in Srimangal,
20 injured

Our CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

At least 20 people were injured
when the engine of Akhaura:
bound Kushiara Express train
derailed near Srimangal Railway
Station yesterday.

Rail communication from
Sylhet to Dhaka and Chittagong
remained snapped for about four
hours becauseof theaccident.

Jahangir Alam, station master of
Srimangal Railway Station, said the
express train reached Srimangal
from Sylhet at about 12:40pm. But
the driver started to pull away
ignoring the red traffic signal. The
engine derailed soon after it
crossed the outer signal.

Six of the injured were admirtced
to Moulvibazar Sadiar Hospital and
three others were rushed to
Srimangal Upazila Ht.illih
Complex.

The rail communication was
restoredataround 3:45pm. 5

Help establish .
separate market
forwomen

entrepreneurs

Geeteara urges business
community
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Women and Children Affairs
Adviser Geeteara Safiya
Choudhury yesterday called on the
business communirty to help estab-
lish a separate market for the
women entreprencurs to facilitate
marketing their products.

It is difficult for a woman entre-
preneur to maintain marketing
and merchandising the products
along with monitoring the produc-
tionatthesametime, she added.

The adviser was speaking as the
chief guest at the 'Exhibition and
sewing machine distribution
ceremony' at the Russian Cultural
Centre in the city organised by
Destitute Women Rehabilitation
Project (DWRP] of Muslim Aid-UK
Bangladesh Field Office.

Geeteara said that 50 per cent of
the population are women and
they can play a significant role in
the national development.

LMy, Add - UK dEsteifdepd

sewing machines (0 a gotalealiell
destitute women whil s d
good performance in the training

conducted by DWRE
= The -adviser inaugurated the
distribution ceremony by piving
away twa sewing machines to
Hasina Akter and Shahida Begum.
She urged the sewing machine
recipients ta make the best use of
this donation and become con-
scious about the current fashion
trend and quality of their products.
Muslim Aid-UK Country
Director Amzad Mohammad Selim
said DWRP is all about empower-
ing destitute urban women and
making them self-sufficient and
successful entrepreneurs provid-
ing training and other facilities.
Shah Abdul Hannan, chairman
of the advisory tommitiee of
Muslim Aid-UK Hangladesh Field
Office, presided over the ceremaony
addressed by Prof ANM Abdus
Zahed, chairman of Islami Bank
Bangladesh Lid and Mahbub
Hossain Shahid, head of opera-
tions of Muslim Aid-UK
Bangladesh Field Office.

EvicTION NOTICE
Rajshahi shop
owners demand
compensation

RU CORRESPONDENT

About 100 shop owners facing
eviction from Rajshahi Gourhanga
level crossing area yesterday
demanded compensation and steps
tarehabilitate thern,

The Rajshahi district administra-
tion will start evicting the traders from
thearea onOctober B to bring the area
under a city development projec,
theysaidata press conference,

Butno initiative was taken to pay
proper compensation to the busi-
nessmen or rehabilitate them, they
alleged.

Theysaid theland departunentaf
the district administration has
already sent eviction notices to the
shop owners and also gave a litle
amounttosome traders as compen-
sation.

The traders said they would
incur huge losses if evicted, as many
of them have taken loans from
banks and NGOs with high interest
rates.

KaziRafi Ahmed, a businessman,
said they have been doing bysiness
in the area for the last 50 years. [f the
district administration does not
take any steps to rehabilitate them,
they along with their family mem-
berswould face an uncertain future.

The traders urged the caretaker
government and the district admin-
istration to ensure payment of
proper compensation and their
rehabilitation,

Abdul Maotaleb, Anu Sheikh,
Masud Khan and Motiur Haliman
were present at the press confer-
ernce.
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Child artistes parform ata cultural function organised by Shishu Odhikar Forum on the occasion of Child Rights Week at Shishu Academy In the city yesterday.

UK supports CG measures

for free, fair polls
Says British Foreign Office director

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhiet

Visiting British Fareign Office Asia
Directar fohn Dennis yesterday
said the UK supports the various
measures taken by the caretaker
government to hold a free, fair and
meaningful election next year,
The caretaker government
faces many challenges and that
mr:uttng the challenges effectively
gre.],t K hetold reporters.
Elenth ho is novk

panied by British High
Commissioner Anwar Choudhuiry
and otherofficials.

During his stay, Dennis met the
divisinnal commissioner and the

Job seekers
ransack city
recruiting
agency office

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around hundred job seekers ran-
sacked the office of Passage
Associates, a recruiling agency, at
Gulshan in the city on Tuesday,
alleging that the agency has not
been sending them to Malaysia
although they all paid Tk 2 lakh to
2.5lakh afewmonths back.

Quoting the job seekers, an
witness said they have been staying
at hatels or relatives' houses in the
city for the whole last week and
going to the recruiting agency
office as it had promised them of
sending to Malaysialast week.

“The agency even took Tk 3,000
to Tk 4,000 yesterday evening in the
name of "airport tax', but finally did
not send us,” the withess said
quotingajob secker,

Additional General Manager of
Passage Associates Asaduzzaman
however said the ransacking has no
link with the job seekers. "Those
who ransacked our office were
assailants,” hesaid.

Asked if they filed any general
diary (GD), at firsthe said they did it,
butwhenasked to give acopyto The
Daily Star, Asaduzzaman said, "We
didnotfilethe GD, butwill doit.”

a thrdb.b.4

vinrpsime 'at*cknw» bwv% e ve-
Ldml.' o Sylhet yesterday, accom-  lransparency in sociely are from gion. harvet

deputy inspector general of
palice. Healso addressed a gather-
ing of the British-Bangladeshi
diaspora at the British High
Commission's liaison office in the
city's Kumnarpara area.

Dennis said the British puvern-
ment has been assisting the gov-
ernment in implementing the
voterregistnition & [Deard project.

He also hoped that there will be
a nnd vlectmn m."(t yeur .n Lhm 15

needed Lo strengthen democracy,
he said, adding: "We are really
Impressed with the development
achieved during the last few
maonths in different felds. They
will pave the way for a meaningful
democracy in near future.”

Since the UK Is a leading devel-
opment partner of Bangladesh,
the British government has been
providing assistance in strength-
ening the Election Commission as

well as the Anti-Corruption
Commission, he said.

Appreciating the anti-
corruption drive, Dennis said chat
bringing the corrupt public ser-
vants to book is an encouraging
development.

The anu-corruption drive is
very important to create a politi-
cally responsible and responsive

L‘.ucie:y, hcdddl,ll
rmsh people
who are
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been playing a very laudable role
in the British societyforlong,

British High Commissioner
Anwar Choudhury said the UK is
the largest donor to Bangladesh,
cantributing around 250 million
dollar to the country's develop-
mentperyear.

He also said the police reforms
project is now being implemented
with the assistance from UNDP
and the British government.
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No change in temperature likely

EATHER ‘R

today.

try, Met Office said.

tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty or squally wind is likely at a few places over Khulna,
Barisal, Chittagongand Sylhet division and at one or two places over
Rajshahi and Dhaka divisions in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-

Highest temperature 34.8 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
atJessore and lowest 23.9 degree Celsius at Maijdee Court.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:43pm today and rises at 5:52am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
majorcities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
; incelsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 4.2 26.8 72 73
Chittagong 326 26.0 74 73
Rajshati 340 26.2 80 83
Khulna 34.0 26.2 74 7
Barisal . 33.2 26.4 83 a4
Sylhet 335 25,9 95 73
Cox's Bazar 34.0 26.0 67 69

Asia Energy wants to negotiate deal

FROM PAGE 1

Amid much controversy about the
desl over Asia Energy's proposal for
open-pit coal mining il Phulbari, a
positive thing came out -- the
company is now willing to re-
negotiate the terms, he nofed.

"To revise the contractual
terms, the ministries concerned
will have to converge on some
decisions. But the coal policy has
not yet been finalised. | personally
believe that after the coal policy is
finalised, we may renegotiate the
contract in the light of that policy to
petmorebenefits," the adviser said.

On Tatn's $2.5 billion proposal
on gas-based steel industry aned
power plant, he said, "A significant
issue hereisallocation of natural gas
for Tata's project. We bave to guar-
aniee gas supply to Tata. Before that
we must ensure that we have ade-
quate gas for the guarantee period.
Then we have ta be sure about our
uwn reserve and immediate gas and
puwer demands, and how much gas
we should keep for ourown use, "

"Hefore assessing the gas situa-
tion, we ciannot give gudarantee,”
Mirza Aziz pointed out. When

reminded that the past government
had the gas issue analysed by
experts, he said, "different experts
have different assessments. A lacal
expert has one version while a
foreign experthas another version."

Both Asia Energy and Tata pro-
posals are awaiting government
nod from 2005. The Asia Energy
proposal triggered violent protests
in Phulbarl in August last year, The
protest was calmed down through
anannouncement that the deal will
he cancelled. On the other hand, the
Tata proposal became uncertain as
it demanded gas supply guarantee

for 10 years, and Tata made a gas

tariff offer which Petrobangla
refused toaccept.

Meanwhile, ADB mission chief
Kunio Senga told the press that his
team discussed, among other

things, ADB'sassistance forregional *

cooperation, and a project on build-
ing aninformationsuperhighway.
"Access to technology is very
important. If Bangladesh and its
neighbours get together, there will
be a multiplier effect of having joint
aceess to information. This will be
very helpful for Bangladesh and

other neighbours and we'll finalise
the other technical scope of the
project,” hesaid.

"We talked about energy cooper-
atlon. Last year, we invested in the
power scctor to make it sustainable
in terms of providing essential
services to the people and the prog-
ress of this project is very good. [
appreciate the government efforts
inthisregard,”

Oncoal development, Senga said,
"The finance adviser and his team
told us about ongoing preparation of
the coal policy. We all agreed coal
miningisgoing to give huge potential
benefit for power generation. Acthis
moment we rely on gas, which is
liited. So, the government has to
find alternative sources for power
generation.  Coal mining is very
effective. To ensure coal-generated
power, many technical, envicon-
mental, social and viability studies
have to be unidertaken.”

He went on, "The mining meth-
ods -- open-pit and underground --
arebeing closely reviewsd by experts,
and we would be puided by the
reviews of the advisory comumittee.”

Obituary

Rakib Sultan,
chief of Finance
of Daffodil
Computers Ltd
| and secretary of
|| Daffodil Group,
| passed away at
Birdem
Hospital in the
city on Tuesday nighe at the age of
A48, saysa press release,

He is survived by his wife, one
son and one daughter. He was
buried at Chouddagram in
Comilla.

Death anniversary

Tomorrow is
the 19th’ death
sfiniversity of
former secre-
tary Alhaj MA
Rashid, says a
press release,

Family
members have
requested all to pray for the
departed souls of MA Rashid and
his wife Begum Sultana Rashid,
who passed away on September 9.

Relatives, friends and well-
wishers are also requested to
attend a Doa Mahfil to be held at
the Gulshan residence of the youn-
gest son of late Rashid after Asr
prayerstoday.

Debabrata Chowdhury

Today is the 3rd death anniversary
of Dehabrata Chowdhury Apu, son
of late Jaytirmoy Chowdhury of
Dharampasha, Sunamganj, says a
pressrelease.

On the occasion, a religious
programme will be held at the
residence of his elder brother
Subrata Roy Chowdhury at
Chatlapur Tea Estate in
Moulavibazar.

A similar programme has also
been arranged at Siddheswari Kali
Mandir in Dhaka by his elder sister
Sorbani Chowdhury.
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Roundtable conference

Samakal and Save the Children
Sweden-Danmark jointly will organise
a roundtable confarence an 'UNHCR
reparting: Expectation and
achigvement'. Venue: LGED
conferance room. Tima: 10:00am.

ATECY g

Discussion

Transparancy International
Bangladesh (TIB) organises a
discussion on good governance
problems in NGO sector and way out.
Venue: Cirdap auditorium. Time:
10:30am.

View exchange meeting

Left Democratic Alliance omanises a
view exchange meeflng on ‘electorsl
refarm and democracy in Bangladesh'.
Venua: Mational Press Club. Time:
10:00am.

TV conference

Japan Interpational Cooperation
Agency (JICA) arranges a TV-
conference between piimary lavel
studants of two schaals in Bangladesh
and Japan. Venue: JICA Hangladash
affice. Time: 11:00am.

Booklet launching

Handicap Intamational will launch a
boaklst "sport and fun far all’. Venue:
Women Spurts Camplex, Dhanmand.
Time: 10,00am,




