Check GSP forgery
maintain Euro market

European Commission deadline ends Oct 30

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Forgery of documents by a sec-
tion of foreign investors is caus-
ing a loss to the local fabric
industry and could put at risk
Generalised System of
Preference (GSP) facilities the
country enjoys m European
markets.

The garments exporters called
upon the authorities concerned
for measures to stop such a forg-
ery and making an arrangement
to comply with the new format
provided by the European
Commission (EC) to put an end
to the malpractice before the
extended time that expires on
October 30.

The EC under the GSP offers
lower tariffs or duty-free access
for imports from 178 developing
countries and territories, includ-
ing Bangladesh into the
European Union (EU) markets.

To avail the facilities, a firm has
tastrictly follow the EC rules titled
‘Rules of Origin' that makes it
obligatory to use raw materials
from EU countries or produced at
the GSPbeneficiary country itself.

But a section of dishonest
entrepreneurs, including several
I;cnm]}nnius. from the countries

that do not enjoy GSP facility,
impaort raw materials from China,
Korea, Hong Kong and Taiwan
and use fake certificates while
export their products to European

© countries, sources said.

As per the EC Rules of Origin,
in case of any such forgery GSP
issued through manipulation of
documents as well as the regis-
tration (bond license} will be
cancelled.

The exporters said delay in
action against forgery had
prompted the EC to bring
changes in some customs

recently.
European Anti-fraud Office
(OLAF) instructed all the

national customs authorities in
the EU member countries to
inspect the authenticity of Origin
Form A (GSP Forms) for all prod-

~ucts imported [rom Bangladesh

before providing GSP facilities,
said thesources.

Accordingly the Foreign Trade
Association (FTA) of Brussels also
informed the EL member states of
the changes asking for submission
ofapreventative payment bond.

The submitted bend (bank
guarantee) for 12 per cent of the
normal Most Favoured Nation
(MEN) rate will be refunded only

after the GSP forms are found
valid ta release the facilities, said
the sources.

The buyers, who will have to
submit the bonds, have already
started asking their exporters in
Bangladesh for making arrange-
ments for forthcoming buying
trips and offer price accordingly,
said an owner ol a ganments
factory at Chittagong Export
Processing Zone pw[urmg ana-
nymity.

Following a request from the
exporters and the government of
Bangladesh, the EC, however,
agreed to postpone the customs
changes until October 30 to com-
ply with the new format of GSP
formstostop forgery.

BGMEA First Vice-president
MA Salam said, "EC has
instructed for inspecting the
authenticity of Origin TForm A
{GSP Forms) since the time given
to make arrangement for com-
plving with the new format of
GSP form expired around two
months ago.”"With the time
extended until 30, the preventa-
tive bond won't have o be sub-
mitted during thistime,” he said.

“We expect an end to the mal-
practice as impaosition of 12 per
cent bank guarantee will discour-

age the EU buyers in importing -

our products and cause the
exportvolume decline,” he said.

Absence ol stern action
encouraged the dishonest entre-
preneurs and foreign companies
to indulge in GSE forgery in con-
nivance with a section of govern-
mentofficials.

In this respect exporters
referred to the repeated incidents
of such malpractice by a Korean
company for availing of GSP
benefits using fake certificates.

A probe commitiee compris-
ing Lxport Promotion Bureau
(EPB), Commerce Ministry,
Bangladesh Export Processing
Zone Authority (BEPZA), and
BGMEA found a Korean com-
pany at CEPZ had availed GSP
facility of 3.5 million US dollar
(equivalent to Tk 25 crore)
through seven fake GSP forms
duringtheyear 199810 1999,

EPB awarded the company
engaged in manufacturing and
exporting tents a mere financial
penalty of Tk 50,000 for forging
seals and signs olits officials.

The company aleng with
another company, owned by
same group, also obtained 12
fake GSP certificates from
January 4 to March 19 this year.
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SHOPPING FEVER FOR EID
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Shoppers crowd the popular malls in the port city ahead of the Eid. Young girls admire ornaments at a jeweller at Sunmar Ocean
City, tap left, bangles at a shop of Central Plaza, fop right, and dresses of latest design, bottom left, while others busy with decorat-
ing hands with Mehedi (hena) at Sunmar Ocean City,
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People at wit's end over power outage

Port city experiences loadshedding 15 to 20 times a day

SHAHIDUL [S1.AM
Frequent power outage with an
average daily loadshedding of
around 150MW has been wreck-
ing havoc on city life in
Chittagong since the beginning
of the holy month of Ramadan.
Vast areas of the city, espe-
cially the densely-populated
localities, remained plunged

into darkness for six to ten
hours in several phases of power
outage everyday. The erratic
power supply is hampering
production in industries,
including garments and lrozen

~ Chittagong quan Gharnber of
Commerce and Industries (CWCCH)

Ofganised the fair aiming to market-
~ Ingthe pmdum of r,vum&n mtrepre—

i Oﬁamrun Maiak inaugurated the fair

cammony i1ever Bangladesh

Kalurghat]ndmhal Area in the port
Thursday.

&

over ‘crests, among ' the
mrdeesaayzechieiguast. _
Stlpply»mhaln Director Imran

neurs; :
BWA Chiitagong President

food sectors.

After second or third day of
the Ramadan, large number ol
city dwellers at Bakalia, Chawk
Bazar, Kapashgola, Badurtala,
Sholoshahar, Bohaddarhat,
Anderkilla, Dewan Bazar,
Muradpur, MM Ali Road,
Halishahar, Kattali, Pahartali,
Madarbari, Pathantuli,
Dewanhat, Oxygen and
Jalalabad areas are feeling the
pinch of the loadshedding to
great extent.,

Of these areas, the situation
at West, Fast and Souih Bakalia,
Chawk Bazar, Kapashgola,

' ._Manager lnsm Ahmed Empluyaes
Union President AM Shahidul Alam
and General Sacretary Selim Enayet
. spoke at the function with General

Factory Managaf Ha;rb Barua in the
: charr f

hardwork.

Ha sald fforts of the awardees
will encourage other emplnyeas in

dutms

Long service Award” for their contri-

bution during thelr 25-year of service

in the company while 14 others got’

1t “Good service Award" for contribu-
 tion duﬂngﬁmlrw—yearoi service.

- Besides, one official and 14
. employees ‘got "Bhaim:an Kaizen_ i

. Awardfor 2006,

Meanwhl!a, wihners of the--;.--i
cnmpeiltinn titled "Five S" held in
July under total productive mainte-

. nance (TPM) programme in the

- company and children of the officers
. and employees, who achieved

 Rakesh congramiated the
 awardees and praised them for their

" This year, aighl officers anﬂ"'?_
' employeeswereamm;ad "Good and

Badurtala and Dewan Bazar
under Bakalia Sub-Division of
the Power Development Board
{PI) are the worst and power
outage pushes the residents (o
an unbearable state during the
last few days.

The areas, the most densely-
populated in Chittagong, on an
average lace loadshedding for
eight to ten hours daily. In day-
time, supply of power in Bakalia
Sub-Division areas trips at least
four to six times while blackout
transcends the arcas for 15 to 20
times from Iftar to Sehri, since
the first Ramadan,

with disabilties.

. They were addressing the mam—
_mg organised by Centre for Disables
Concern (CDC) on the occasion of
"World Children's Day" at the CDC
Training Centre at Dampara in the
._:f_ﬂﬂﬂﬂmf

with disabilities get opportunities like
other children they will be able to
express their latent talents,

peaker in the meeting where CDC
Execuﬂve Director Selim Nazrul,

outstanding results in the HSC

examinations, were also awarded in

thecersmony

| "Ensure nghts of
children with
dlsablllt;es'

Speakers al a view exchange meet-
ing emphasised the need for ensur-

Limited was held at its factory in the -

' ing social dignity, education, sports
 and recreation as well as rights for

 the childrenwith disabilities,
They called upon all to come
forward for removing the discrimina-
tion among the children with a view
to protecting the rights of the children

'omernmantsers tralners and guand-
_ fanswarepresent '

“The Bpeakers said if ihe {:hlldren'

Prof Ataur Rahman was the main

"The PDB is not anly plaving
a discriminatory role as far
‘even’ power supply is con-
cerned but also taxing our
patience,” said Shahidul Alam,
commissioner of West Bakalia
Ward of Chitragong Ciy
Corporation (CCC).

He said power cut has gone
beyond the limit of patience
from the second dav ol
Ramadan and the sub-division
engineers hardly respond to
their complaints.

Syed Golam Haider Mintu,
ward commissioner of Chawk
Bazar, expressed strong ire over

'Drlshtl traimng

begtns

of Drishti, an educational and cultural
organisation, began at its Office at

Lusal Bhaban at Momm Hnad in me “howt
. Shahidu! Islam and former publicity
- secretary Banakusham Barua spoke

poor and unpredictable supply
ol power in his localities by the
PDR.

“In comparison to other
areas inthe city, what the PDB s
doing with its consumers under
Bakalia Sub-Division is in fact
an step-motherly attitude,” MA
Taher, vice-chairman of Tea
Traders Association of
Bangladesh (TTAB) told The
Daily Star on Sunday.

He said power cuts at night
especially during Hiar and Sehri
have become a routine in
Bakalia Sub-Division areas.

Admitting the crisis,

tion and composer Shahin Anwar
inaugurated the ftraining session

~where the Daily Bhorer Kagoj

Chittagong Bureau Chief Omar Kaiser
conducted the firaining on news
report writing and Drishti General

| . Secretary Saif Chowdhury on leader-
. ' ' © ship development and increasing -
A waeklong traming fnrthe membem

organisational efficiency.

Drishti President Masud Bakul
presided over the inaugural function.
Saif Chowdhury, Joint Secretary

Executive Engineer of Bakalia
Mintu Ranjan Chowdhury said
the sub-division is an "Under
Frequency Zone’ in Chittagong
due o its density and huge
power consumption. He said
whenever the PDB requires a
scheduled loadshedding the axe
used to full on this sub-division
that ultimately worsens the
situation here.

"The situation is likely to
improve soon as the PDB has
lifted the "Under Frequency
Zome' consideration last week,

Total generation of all 11
plants in Chittagong, including

among others.
Atotal of 47 msmbarstmk panin
thetraining

Body to observé

Mahbubul Alam s

birth anniversary

fi

five units of Kaptai Hydroelectri
Power Project, is supposed 1o be
THOMW il they function to the
full capacity. The demand hege
i5 575 to 580 MW in peak hours
but For last two weeks
Chittagong was getting, more or
less, 420 to 430 MW,
Moniruzzaman, public rela-
tions officer of the PDB, said the
power plants are not able o po

duction capacity of 360 MW
while one of the units at
Shikalbaha Barge-mounted
Plant on the south bank of river
Karnaphuli is out of order since
September 23. These factors
alongside inadequate gas supply
from Sangu are causing
loadshedding of, more or less,
150MW everyday," he said,

The PDR officials, however,

to their full capacity for non-
availability of sufficient gas
supply.

“Two units of 210MW Raozan
Power Plant now produce only
220MW against its regular pro-

Eminent Scientist Prof Dr Jamal

 Nazrul Islam, local daily Dainik Azadi
. Editor MA Malek and Artist Mahbub.
© Hasan were glected president, exec-

utive president and general secretary
of the committee at a preparatory
rnee'llng on Saturday.

" AKM Emdadul Islam, Advocate

_ Rana Das Gupta and Nurjahan Khan

Tribute p'aid to

* were elected co-chairmen, journal-

A committee was formed to observe
the eightieth birth. anniversary of
language veteran Poet Mahbubuf_
Alam Chowdhury.

STAR PHOTO

Aparajeo Bangladesh, a nun-gouernment organlsatmn, takes out a colourful procession, marklng the Child Rights Week "07 on.

Saturday.

ist Nasiruddin Chowdhury coordina-
tor, artist Ranjit Raksit and  Prof
Shimul Barua joint secretary, Riaz
Haider publicity and publication
secretary, Anup Biswas finance
secretary and. Snaukat Bangaﬂ

' office secrotary.

Poet Kamalesh Das Gupta, dra-

 matist Pradip Dewanjee, Ahmed Iqbal
- Haider, M Saiful Alam, Khairul Anwar, .
- Rashid Mamun, Dipen Chowdhury,
* Ahsanul Kabir Riton, Saidul Istam and
Pranab, Ghawdhury wera presant at|
the mesting. - |

'--CBntrlbutmn of

Speakers at @ discussion said the
 ravolutionary characters of -the

indapendent movement against

. British impanaiism could still show

the way of enlightenment for the
young generation.
~ They said this at a discussion

‘marking the 75th seli-sacrifice

anniversary of Pritilata Waddedar on
Friday.
“Pritilata Atmahuti Dibas Udjapan

-.;Parlshad arganlsed the meetmg at

Studio Theatre.

Educationist Shila Momen was
the chief guest at the meeting with
the Parishad Member Secretary
Parvin Akhter in the chair.

said the planis in Chittagong
region need immediate and
proper overhauling, replace-
ment of some key machineries
and expansion of electricity
lines to get rid of the situation,

Praf Hossain Kabir, Sal‘l‘uzzaman
Shakan, Ayesha Parvin Rimi and Pupy
Chakma also spoke at the mesﬂng

* The speakers said young ganar—
ation could not learn about the
moral teachings of those hamic
characters.

YusufChy -

Speakers at a meeting paid tribute to

Mohammad Yusuf Chowdhury,

founder of the local Daily Purbokone. .
‘They said Yusuf Chowdhury wiil

remain immortal for his oonmlmﬁon

tosomaldevelopmani,a&ucaunnand
cultureofthisregion. . =

Raozan Samny, Chtttagong
meeting: at Musl:m !nstﬂuta Hall on
Monday, -

The speakers said Yusut
Chowdhury was a pioneer inprinting
and newspaper Industry 'n
Chittagong. T B

Local daily Azam Editor MA
Malek presided over the meeting.
Acting Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC) Mayor M Manjur Alam,
Assistant Indian High Commissioner
Subrata Bhattacharya, Bangladesh
Federal Union of Juurnalists"{BFUJ}'
former . President Igbal Sobhan

" Chowdhury, the Dajly Purbokone

Editor Architect Taslim .__Ud_dfn_
Chowdhury, Chittagong Press Club
President Ali Abbas and Chittagong -
Union of Journalists (CUJ) General
Secretary Reaz Haider adﬁmsaed
the meeting.

Yusuf Chowdhury passed away in
Saudi Arabia on Sepltember 9. vmile
performing Umrah, ;
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