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Did U Know?

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1780) wrole the
first chess article published in America:
"The Morals of Chess."

Cristiane Ronaldo

(Man United's Portugal striker)
"Without a lie, I can declare that |
feel immense pride cnd joy at repro-
senting this greatworld club.”

What to

{0 Fist Test, Day Three
Live from 10:45am

' UEFA Champions League

; Valsncia v Chélsea .

* Live from 12:00am {Thursday)
O EPN
Sportscenter India
| iGports News |/

Live at 8:30pm *
et e T et

'Relegation
league on'

SPORTS REPORTER

Three Premier League clubs reluc-
tant to play the relegation play-offs
served alegal notice to Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) on Monday to
complicate things about holding
the much-talked about
Premiership relegation league.

"We have received the legal
notice from the three clubs. The
hoard will give its reply but the
relegation league is on,” said board
member Shafiqur Ratunan Munna,
who is looking after the issue in
absence of CCDM chainman Gazi
AshrafHossain Lipu, yesterday.

Brothers, Union, City Club and
Indira Road served the legal notice
after the Premier League clubs'
meeting with the Cricket Committee
of DhakaMetropolis (CCDM) ended
fruitesson Monday:

The league is scheduled to start
tomorrow but it will only happen if
the respective clubs make a U-turm,

200 up for
Kaneria

AEP, Karachi

Leg-spinner Danish Kaneria took
his 200th Test wicket on Tuesday,
becoming only the sixth Pakistani
bowler toachieve the feat.

The 26-year-old Kaneria, play-
ing his 47th Test, only needed two
wicketsto reach the landmark at the

start of the first Test against South
Africaatthe National Stadium here,

He dismissed Jacques Kallis for a
masterly 155 and then held a retumn
carch offhis own bowling to take the
wicketof Ashwell Prince for 36,

Kaneria is the 53rd bowler in the
world to take 200 or more Test
wickets in a list headed by legend-
ary Atistralian leg-spinner Shane
Warne with 708,

SEE PAGE 1B COL 4
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One might be surprised to see a
team linish atournamentwithouta
win when they have a number of
national players including Habibul
Bashar and Mashrafe Bin Mortuza.

The result of Khulna however
showed the real picture of the
National Cricket League, the first-
class competition of the country.
The star-studded Khulna side
managed five draws in the lour-day
meet and lost all their five limited-
over encouniers to finish last in the
six-team competition.

The players leisurely attitude
towards the competition made it
almost a "picnic’ affair but Khulna
and former Bangladesh captain
Bashar believes that itis a different
story this time due to two major
changes when the National League
kicks-off across the country from
October 19,

"After a very enthusiastic start,
this competition gradually lost its
charm because of little money and
unavailability of the star players,
who were always away in national
duties, But now the good news is
that the authority has offered a
handsome match fee and hopefully,

NATIONAL CRICKET LEAGUE 2007-08

Khulna vow
better show

national playerswill also ableto play
a maximum number of matches,”
explained Bashar reflecting on the
hoard's offer of Tk 15,000 and 1k
10,000 for the four-day and one-day
matchesrespectively.

"I must admit that leading
cricketers hardly had any motiva-
tion to play theleague and 1 was no
exception. But [ am sure that itis a
different story now and you will see
anew Khulna this season. The NCL
will be more competitive than the
previous oceasions,” confessed the
former national skipper, who
didn't play any match in the lust
season, adding that the pitches are
important to make it asuccess.

The 34-year-old right-hander
also said thathe islooking forward to
the league seriously to get his form
back, before the upcoming tour of
NewZealandin December-January.

"NCL is very important for me. |
haven't played a single match after
coming back from Sri Lanka tour. |
think the competition is also impor-
tant for Mashrale to rediscover his

sthythm in the longer version," said

Bashar adding that they will desper-
ately miss the late Manjarul Islam
Rana, who tragically died in a road

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5
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FRIENDS FOREVER: Australian all-rounder Andrew Symonds (R) and Sreesanth have a go ateach other after the Indian fast bowler took Symonds's return catch in the second one-day international

atthe Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Kochi on Tuesday. ‘

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Karachi

F
Pakistan will have to fight hard o
save the first Test against South
Africa after a masterly knock of 155
by Jacques Kallis put the tourists in
command at the National Stadium
here onTuesdav.

At the close on the second day,
Pakistan were 127-5 in reply to
South Africa's first innings total of
AS0, sHll needing a further 124 to
aveid the follow-on.

Captain Shoaib Malik was
unbeaten on nmine and Abdul
Rehman onenot outafterareckless
display of batting by the home
batsmen.

Pakistan lost four wickets for 26
runs after they were given a solid
start by Kamran Akimal (42) and
Mohammad Hafeez (34), who
shared a 71-run parinership for the
first wicket.

Left-arm spinnmer Paul Harris
remaoved both the openers, trap-

Pak stumble to

ping Akmal leg-before and then
forcing an edge off Hafiz, which
was smartly snapped up by Kallis in
the slips.

Younis Khan had made only six
before he was howled by paceman
Andre Nel off a delivery that kept
low, while Kallis proved his all-
round abilities by bowling Faisal
Igbal (seven) to leave Pakistan
tottering At 97-4.,

Malik and Mishahul Hag added
23 runs before a reckless shot off a
wide delivery from Dale Steyn
brought Hag's downfall, caught
behind by Mark Boucher for 23,

Earlier, the South African
innings was built around a brilliant
knock by Kallis, who led his team to
their highest total in Pakistan,
surpassing the previous best of 403
theyscored at Rawalpindiin 1997,

Kallis hit 19 boundaries during
his five-hour innings and shared a
valuable 170-run third wicket
stand with Hashim Amla (71). He
also shared a fourth wicket stand of
73 with Ashwell Prince.

South Africa, reswiming at 2943,

in
added another 50 runs before
Danish Kaneria struck twice Lo
raise hopes of a fightback from the
home team.

The leg-spinner, who was
unlucky not to get Kallis on the first
day when wicketkeeper, Akmal
dropped a catch when the South
African maestro was on 36, finally got
the prized scalp, his 199thin Tests,

Kallis was undone by the
bounce and was caught behind
while forcing a cut. He termed his
hundred as one ofhisthree best

“Mt's right up there, mayhe one
of the three best | have made,” said
Kallis, "We were prabably 50 runs
short but the way the guys howled

fsremarkable and putusinastrong |

position.” -

"There is still hard work ahead
of us as the pitch is s6ll good for
batting.”

Kaneria landed his 200th Tesi
wicket when Prince failed to keep a
drive on the ground and the leg-
spinner took a straightforward
‘catch inhis follow- through.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

Nat'l football
from Nov 2

SPORTS REPORTER

The National Foothall Cham-
pionship will kick off on November
2with the qualifying rounds of nine
zonesacross the country.

The zones are Padma, Surma,
Kapotakkhya, Karnaphuli, Teesta,
Jamuna, Meghna, Brahmaputra,
Services and Education.

The Bangladesh Football
Federation has requested applica-
tions from interested venues to host
the qualitiers before October 10.

The BFF has yet to decide about
the venue of the finals where all
group winners will join the hosts
and the defending champions,

Tajik booters'
arrival delayed

SPORTS REPORTER

Nine members of the Tajikistan
national football team, who were
earlier scheduled to land here at
10pm last night, were expected in
the city at 5am today to play their
2010 World Cup pre-qualifier first
legmatch against Bangladesh.

The match will be held at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium on
October 8 but the first batch is com-
ing ahead of the main team due toa
complicated flight schedule.

All the nine including coach
Makhmadzhon Khabibulloev --
who is also in charge of the national
team -- belong to Regar-TadAZ, the
club who are five-time leaguc
champions in Tajikistan. The three-
time Tajik Cup winners also
clinched the inaugural AFC
President's Cup club competition
inNepalin 1995,

This time, Regar were eliminated
fromthesemifinals ofthe President's
t up in Pakistan when they were
| upset by Nepal's Mahendra Police
| ¢ lub2-TonThursday.

The result put an end to the
| muanopoly of Central Asian clubs
pairing in all the finals of the tour-
namentin the past.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5
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AFP, Kochi

Brad Haddin and Andrew Symonds
hammered brisk half-centuries to
set up Australia’s crushing 84-run
win over India in the second one-
dayinternational hereon Tuesday.

Australia's batting might was on
view as the World Cup winners
posted a challenging 306-6, with
man-of-the-match Haddin (87 not
out), Symonds (87) and Matthew
Hayden (75) all putting the Indian
attackto the sword.

The total was big.enough to put
pressure on world Twenty20 cham-
pions India, who were bowled out
lor 222 to concede a 1-0lead in the
seven-mateh series, The first one-
dayerwasabandoned duetorain at
Nangalore on Saturday.

Thematch also saw rival plavers
trade words in the middle -- first
Indian seamer Shanthakumaran

Sreesanth and Symonds and then
Indian batsman Harbhajan Singh
with a few Australian players after
hisdismissal.

Sreesanth later received a nasty
blow on his helmet as he reacted
late to a firm drive from his captain
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, who top-
scored with a fighting 58 before
being thelast man out,

Australia virtually wrapped up
the match when they reduced India
to B7-4 in the opehing 15 overs,
with paceman Stuart Clark grab-
bing two wickets, and Mitchell
Johnson and James Hopes one
apiece,

Robin Uthappa tried to match
the Australians” stroke-play as he
hit a 30-ball 41 with two sixes and
four boundaries but his flourish
did not last Tong, He was trapped
leg-before by Clark.

India were on the back foot after
losing ace batsman Sachin
Tendulkar (16), Twenty20 world
championships sensation Yuvraj

Australia go one up

Singh (10) and Gautam Gambhir
{seven) cheaply. 4

Australia were earlier struggling
at B8-2 after being put in to bat, but
Svymonds, Haddin and Hayden
ended india's early celebrations to
help theirside set astiffrarget.

Hayden was instrumental in
petting his side back on track after
skipper Adam Gilchrist () and
Brad Hodge (3) had fallen in the
opening four overs. He added 58 for
the third wicket with Michael-
Clarke and 94 for the next with
Symonds.

Symonds and Haddin ithen built
on Hayden's superb effort with a
10B-run stand for the fifth wicket.
The last 10 overs yielded 91 runs,
thanks tobig hitting from the pair.

Haddin faced just 69 balls and
hit three sixes and eight foursin his
career-best knock for his second
successive half-century, while
Symonds struck two sixes and nine
foursin his 83-ballinnings,

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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Bodyline endures as the most
emaotive wordin'Test ericket,

Seventy-five years this month,
the England team led by Douglas
Jardine and under the auspices of
the Marylebone Cricket Club,
arrived in Australia on the steam-
ship, the 58 Orontes.

Over the ensuing six months
Jardine's despised tactics not only
threatened the future of Test cricket
but even undermined the bonds of
the British Empire.

The combatants and the eye-
witnesses have all but gone,
althesugh Bill Brown, now in his
| Bisth year, played for New South

Wiles against the MCC but did not
playina BodylineTest.
‘ lardine. a cold, calculating

75 years of Bod

product of Winchester and Oxford,
devised a strategy of dangerously
short-pitched bowling using his
two fast bowlers, Harold Larwood
and Bill Voce, to combat Don
Bradman, Australia's sporting hero
ofthe Depression-ravaged times.

"The Don' had been rewriting
cricket's record books since his Test
debut in 1928 and when the
Australians won the five-Test series
2-1 in England in 1930, Bradman
amassed 974 runs at a batting
average of 139.14, an aggregate
record that stands to this day.

Jardine's theory of directing his
bowlers to bowl at leg stump and
make the ball rear into the bat-
man's body became known as
'Bodyline.'

When Jardine was appointed
England captain for the Australian
tour, one of his former Winchester
schoolmasters, Rockley Wilson, is
said tohave warned that he might

line
win the Ashes but he would lose a
dominioninthe process,

It was a tumultuous time for
cricket.

Passions became so inflamed
that during the third Test at the
Adelaide Oval in January 1933,
seething spectators threatened to
jump the fence as anti-English
feelings soared.

Bill Woodfull, Australia's gentle-
manly captain, was twice struck by
bumpers and wicketkeeper Bert
Oldheld edged a ferocious delivery
from Larwood on to his temple,
collapsed beside the pitch and was
carried from the field unconscious.

It produced one of theimmortal
quotes in Test cricket when
Woodfull told the English manage-
ment: "There are two teams out
there, and only one of them is
playing cricket.”

Behind the scenes there were

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

. PHOTO AFP
WHEN ALL GOES RIGHT: South Africa's Jacques Kallis holds onto a splendid slip catch to get rid of Pakistan opener
Mohammad Hafeez on the second day of the first Test at the Karachi National Stadium on Tuesday.
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ATP, London

Darrell Hair, the Auvstralian umpire
who was giving evidence on the
second day of his legal action
against the International Cricket
Council (ICC), the governing body
of the game, claimed he was not
permitted o stand in top-level
matches because "it was motivated
along racial lines.”

Hair, who is suing the 1CC for
racial discrimination in the Central
London Fmployment Tribunal,
said: "If 1 had been-from West
Indies or Pakistan or India, T might
have been treated differently, like
Hilly Doctrove.”

He was referring to his fellow
umpire, 4 black West Indian, who
wits standing with him in the final
Test oat the Oval last year when
Pakistan were accused ol ball-

tnpering, and who has continued

to officiate in Tests and one day
international matches.

At the time we told Inzamamul
Hag, the Pakistan captain, that we
believed the marks we found on the
ball were deliberately put there,”
the burly umpire explained to the
hearing.

"After the match | was continu-
ally pilloried in the media by
Shahryar Khan, the chairman of
the Pakistan Cricket Board, and
Inzamam, which was cearly in
breach of 1CC conduct -- and vet it
did nothing to prevent this,”

The stance that Hair is taking is
that his decisions during the Test
were  in unison with Doctrove,
whereas the 1CC is claiming thathe
was the senior wmpire and hence
ook the initiative himself.

Hair also emphasised that the
match was awarded to England
and not forfeited, as was supposed
atthetime.

"There is nothing in the Laws of

Cricket to permit a governing body

Hair claims race bias

to overturn an umpire's decision,”
he said.

Hair, who said he was given little
time in which to find a lawyer before
the disclosure of what he considered
to his private e-mail correspondence

* to the 1CC was made public, claimed
that Makcolm Speed, thechielexecu-
tive of the ICC, who has been present
throughout the first two days of the
hearing, said to him in the wake of
the Oval Test: "We have someihing in
commaon -- the 1CC wants o sack
botholus.”

Hair, 55, spent the whole day
giving evidence, although there
was a one and a half hour break for
lunch while the three-man tribunal
read detailed notes prepared by his
legalteam.

Michael Beloff QC, for the 1CC,
intends to spend a full day cross-
examining him, which means that
the hearing might not be con-
cluded by the scheduled finishing
date ol October 12,

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

Bangladesh's Latvian chess coach Grandmaster Igor Rousis moves a piece on the board to show his students GM Ziaur Rahman (L) [Hossal
Rajib (2nd R) and GM Abdullah Al Rakib (R) a trick of the trade during a training session at the Bangladesh Chess Federation yesterday. Zia and Rajib will
represent Bangladesh in the World Cup Chess in Siberia nextmonth,



