The way BD lost to SriLankaon 18 Sep in
the 20/20 quarterfinals is pathetic; but
predicable. The ad hoc mentality of the
batsmen. Our bowlers are more profes-
sional. It is a great headache for the
international coaches to change the
mentality of the boys. Dave Whatmore
spent several years in grooming batches
of our young men, but the inbuilt psy-
chological barriers remain. The BCCB
has to be reinforced with professionals;
not politically motivated guest appoint-
ees enjoying a holiday. Ifyou don't know
how to improve the game, get out and
make room for others. And don't inter-
fere-- nobureaucracy and red-tapism.
Get rid of the danda-gulli cavalier
style of batting. Get behind the ball and
drive it along the ground; don't lift it
high in the sky. Too' much niblling
around the off stump; and too many pull
shots. Why remove your body away from
the ball just to score a few runs? Why BD
elected to field after winning the toss?
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the boys?

use of energy.

Facingagood total isratherunnervingto

The occasional high profile wins were
unpredictable. A professional approach
is needed for steady progress and
improvement. Don't be flashy; and
don't try to show off. Need not play to
win- play BETTER! Don't try--if you are
ready, it would happen. The masters are
effortless---minimum movement and

Our cricket development and culture
look like an imitation of our miserable
political culture -- steady failure for
thrée decades. Get rid of the vicious
circle, and get out of the mental rut. One
weakness of this young nation is the lust
for office-bearership! Our fondness for
seminarsis endemic-- the giftofthe gab.

We have the talent; but the organisers
have to be strict- first with themselves,
No khathir [patronisation|, and favour-
itism. There is a reason for this--the
highiest density of population per sq km

|

in the world; leaving no elbow room for

relaxing and additional footprints.

Our current regime [CTG| is now
involved in the exercises indicated
above. Lend a helping hand,; for a bright
future. We have myopic visions. Smash
subjectivity and self-sympathy. Look at
the Australian cricketers; dehumanized
(!) robots on a mission! Why Japan sank

economically? No human touch in for-

returns.

time.

eign policy -- it is not enough to be a
nationofshopkeepers (the decline of the
British Empire). You have to give, before
you are entitled to’ask. Ambition is a
hurdle; compared to dedication. Have
no goals-- just serve, without seeking

The future of Bangladesh cricket
depends on those outside the field.
Don't pull the wrong strings at the wrong

AlifZabr, Dhaka
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Elections

As a 51 year old concerned citizen
of Bangladesh I Would like to write
the following:

The caretaker government has
carried out excellent work in
rounding up some of the most
corrupt people from all walks of
life. Tt will no doubt have a long-
term effect on the day to day affairs
of the country, However, its meth-
odologies, partisanship and lack of
transparency are highly question-
able. This needs to be attended to.
The Judiciary has not been sepa-
rated from the administration!

One cannot deny that this gov-

ernment is military backed. Delay
ininstallinganelected government
through free and fair elections will
result in suffocating the democracy

hungry people of Bangladesh. This
suffocation can only be sustained
foralimited period of time.

I therefore urge the CIG to
move forward with reforms swiftly
and to consider the timing of the
elections based on the conditions
prevailing in Bangladesh currently,
and not to be influenced by any
external forces,

Ahmad Faruq
Cambridge, UK

An appeal to NBR
chairman

The NBR has extended the date for
filing income tax returns but has
said that it would not extend the
date for declaring undisclosed or
undeclared money. As a banker |
can say with impunity that the bulk

Myanmar scene

The Myanmar military
junta's disregard for human
life was once again demon-
strated, as it used noxious
force to scatter and threaten
peaceful protesters that
included Buddhist monks.
The news is that nine people
were killed; including a
Japanese photographer, Kenji
Naga, and 11 demonstratoss
and 31 soldiers were
wounded, prompting world
leaders and various gther
international organisations
to condemn the rowdy
actions by the military junta.
US President George W. Bush
led the international con-
demnation. He called on
China, Myanmar's top trad-
ing partner, to press for the
Burmese authorities to stop
using force. The US also
imposed economic sanctions
on 14 identified Burmese
government officials.
Asaneighbour, China is
awfullv worried about the
situation in Myanmar. China

hopes that all the parties will
exercise restraint and prop-
erly handle the existing issue,
so as to make sure that the
situation there does not
worsen further. Meanwhile,
embarrassed by the develop-
ments in Myanmar, the
ASEAN foreign ministers who
are in New York for a meeting
took the Myanmar represen-
tative to task over,

The protest against the
military junta is the biggest
since the nation-wide pro-
democracy uprising in 1988
led by students, which ended
in bloodshed as the military
killed as many as 3,000 pro-
testers. The authorities have
issued a night-time curfew
and a ban on public gather-
ings of more than five people,
measures which will be
enforced for 60 days.

We hope the crisis will soon
be resolved.

Mohammad Shahidul Islam
UNESCO heritage guide
trainer in Bangladesh
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of money deposited in banks by
stakeholders in the form of certifi-
cates and fixed deposits have not
beendeclared as itis time consum-
ing and cumbersome, If they had
done so there would have been a
run on the banks.

The NBR should at least give the
stakeholders enough time till the
filingofincome tax returns next year
in 2008 to whiten the money still
remaining undeclared, We just
cannot change our culture over-
night. The money deposited as
FDRs and savings certificates have
been instruments for the middle
and upper middle classes to earn a
living for ages. Many of the deposi-
tors are still in the dark and do not
know what to do. The NBR also has
not orchestrated its cause in a polite
and non-intimidating manner. The
NBR should publicise the matter
more forcibly in public media more
often and regain the confidence of
the depositors. If it can project itself
asafriendofthe depositors, instead
ofbeinga demonising foe, [am sure
by 2008 most of our valued custom-
ers will declare their undeclared
assetsand the NBRwillbeableto get
its levy on it without any coercion ar
instilling of the fear and intimida-
tion factor. The banks too could be
approached to persuade the cus-
tomers and make the taxation
procedure ecasier for them. It
requires time and  cannot and
should not be pushed through.

Many of the bank customers who
have accumulated money over
decades through inheritance, sale of
land and ather genuine sources may
not also be able to produce proper
documents. On top of that billions
oftaka has beenwhitened by giving
a seven percent penalty by delin-
quents of the past 2001-2006 BNP-
Jamaat-e-Islamigovernment.

Reforms in any sector have to be
a smooth ongoing process under
the supervision of an elected demao-
criatic government Reforms cannat
be pushed down one's throat forc-
ibly under emergency powers, It
might then be regurgitated if
changes brought under an undem-
ocratic government is challenged in
a court of law after the return of
democracy.

Finally, | would request the
Honourable Chairman of the NBR
toextend the deadline atleast till the
endofjuly, 2008.
lam sure by doing so the NBR'sbold
and recommendable initiative to
bring discipline, accountability and
transparency in the financial sector
through the ongoing reform process
will enhance our image abroad and
instill confidence and self-
responsibility amongst the valued
customers in the banking sector.
This [ am sure will be highly praised
and taken forward by the next
elected government.

Mirza Ghalib
One-mail

Iran's mission

[am writing to you in regard to the
recent visit by Dr. Ahmadinejad,
the [ranian president, to the United
States. He was subsequently
invited by Columbia University to
deliver a speech to interested
students. [ am sure you are aware of
the media frenzy this event gener-
ated in America, [ have listened to
his entire speech at  Columbia
University (http://
www.president.ir/en/) and as
many conscientious people would
agree, [ believe he did a great job. I
have also read the entire transcript
of his interview earlier this week
with the CBS network in America.
He raises fundamental questions
and refutes some of the mind-
boggling myths that the West had
been perpetuating against the
Islamic Republic of Iran and on a
personal level against the president
himself.

[ would particularly like to draw
your attention to the misinforma-
tion being spewed by the Western
media. [ believe there has never
been a time for vigilance and unity
among the Islamic nations as
today. Dr. Admadinejad and his
government's foreign policy are
actively working towards unifying
the two major sects of Islam. I
believe, this monumental task
would take*an enormous amount
of effort, both on an institutional
and individual level.

I would therefore urge you to
pledge your support for this mis-
sion and issue a series of special
reports or the likes to shed light on
the Iranian regime, its foreign
policies and its legitimate pursuit

against  the hegemonic world
powers.
Raquib Hassan

Software Engineer, Canon inc.

Hindu deities
I wonder if it Is proper to describe
Hindu deities as ‘idols' as men-
tioned by K. Karmaker to describe
the deity of Goddess Durga,
September 27, 2007. (Craftsmen
may be idol or " putul-makers," but
deities are not idals.) If you do not
like the word deity, you may use
“murti” as English-speaking
Hindus in the Caribbean and South
America have been using for over
one century, or pérhaps image,
sculpture or even “pratima” as
used in Kali and Durga worship-
ping West Bengal, rest of India and
Nepal. Unfortunately, there is no
equivalentword in English.
Forcenturies anti-Hindu groups
have used 'idol' for pratimas and
statues of Hindu deities.
Dr.Sabyasachi Ghosh Dastidar
NewYork, US

TI's corruption index
The following is the leading head-
line of DS Internet Edidon of
September27, 2007:

"Dhaka improves on its graft

-

image. Climbs up to 7th position
from bottom on TI's corruption
index.”

What a shame for the country
and its citizens!!! We call it an
improvement in our graft image.
That is sad. What's the difference
between being the worst and being
seventh from the bottom?
Bangladeshisevenworse than
Zimbabwe. Why can we not be in
the ranks of New Zealand, Finland
&Denmark?

Waseem Khan
Los Angeles, California
UsA

Muggers in Dhaka

I am shocked at the recent mug-
ging spree in Dhaka and cannot
understand why it is so difficult to
stop it! Among many recent unfor-
tunate victims, Dewan Rahat
Karim, anAssistant Professorof
NSU, isa huge loss to our coun-
try. So is the CNG driver, and the Ad
farmofficial, and so is Ahmed Tarek
Newaz, and many more. With

- Dewan Rahat, {tisamatterof great

regret thatwe have losta university
teacher just because our law
enforcing authorities could never
actually wipe out crime in Dhaka
city. We have lost him because our
lawenforcers are not serious about
protecting lives of law abiding
citizens.

Police and other law enforcers
claim that the law and order situa-
tion has improved only because
they loek at statistics. But a univer-
sity teacher is not a mere statistics.
A month ago they launched a
heavy drive to arrest muggers and
they did arrest many....why on
earth did they stop??? With the cat
and mouse game of police and
muggers, many lives are lostand all
the family gets is a report in the
newspaper. Why suddenly during
Ramadan and with Eid to follow
soon, newspapers have to report
that these muggers have become
very active? Can'tour police "antic-
ipate”...don't they have informers
and information? They are creating
database....that is technol-
ogy...whereis the common sense?
Our police and law enforcers
always have to wait for a
pushi...and the push is always at
the cost of valuable lives. When will
we have a strategic precautionary
drive and we can claim that Dhaka
is a mugging and looting free city?
We do not want to hear anymore
statistics from police and law
enforcers, We agree they have a
difficult job to do, we respect their
efforts; but we cannot accept sta-
tistical interpretation of a law and
order situation, Besides, the way
they are doing their job is not mak-
inglife easier, i

[ think the government should
be more serious about protecting
civilian lives. They have shown
some success in arresting top
criminals but their job doesn't stop
there. They have not shown any
success whatsoever in controlling
such crimes in metropolitan cities,
neither they have shown any
promise. This is not a political
government which suffers from
local pressures in conducting anti-
crime drives. This is an active gov-
ernment and only if they prioritise,
they can totally stop such crimes as
mugging, looting, hooliganism,
organised robbery and murders.
Many countries have done it and
they have achieved success
through the cold turkey policy.

If the government and the law
enforcers still cannot feel the pain
of the families who have lost their
children because of such crimes, 1
am afraid T am not interested to
know how many politicians they
are arresting and how many cases
they are filing against them. [ am
not interested anymore to read
about the ACC and its notices.
There is a limit to tolerance.......and
I think the government is underes-
timating civilians in testing their
tolerance. For an average civilian
the ACC notices and graft cases
against politicians make no sense
iftomortow is uncertain in streets!
Anonymas

UK

Wasa & water

Kamol's write-up on WASA water
(Sept:26) along with the two vivid
pictures depicting the horrifying
quality of Wasa water is really
beyond words. What is Wasa sup-
plying; and getting paid for it too!
Has the CTG, while catching ali
other wrongdoers, allowed Wasa
to indiseriminately pollute the
water as well as spread diseases to
all its customers and get away with
it? It is a sad story again of poor
governance; more sowhereitis

needed most! 5

The statement of MODS Zone 6,
is only partially wue [ keep my
underground tank regularly
cleaned at three or four months
intervals. Add alum twice weekly;
yet the amount of slime that piles
upis unbelievable. This is theWASA
water quality in Gulshan residen-
tial area with no slums or dirty
areas all over. The idea of leakage of
water is a bit off logic, With the
Wasa water line at some positive
pressure (gauge); and the sur-
rounding

area at practically zero pressure
(gauge): how can mud and slime go
intoWasa water?

This defies logic and common-
sense! The real reason mostlikely is
damage of Wasa's deep well filters,
and the resulting accumulation of
slime and mud in Wasa's overhead

tanks and pipelines. Are Wasa's
tube-wells cleaned periodically?
Are the wells drawn out and fileer
nets renewed at regular intervals?
These do get damaged with the net
outer surface chocked and the
negative suction pressure inside
the net wall when pumps are run-
ning.

This is a fact of life, and wells
need regular backwash and filter
repair after lifting the well casing.
One wonders if this is done strictly
byWasa!

When [ was working with a food
processing industry (private sec-
tor) we did this regularly, and the
water quality off the pump delivery
and the averhead tank outlet was
analysed on daily basis. This was
important as random samples of
our products both by us and the
overseas makers (whose process
was used in manufacture) for

hygiene and biological purity! Why -

does not Wasa adopt this method
and have the same process done by
S

ICDDR,B or BUET for which
they may charge may be around
taka six to ten lakh annually. The
fund can easily come from remov-
ing some of the idle overhead
manpower at the higher level in
Wasa. One wonders if this will ever
be done! Whao cares if a large num-
ber of our less fortunate citizens
suffer from cholera and gastro
intestinal diseases for which public
hospitals are kept fulll We save
money to disregard quality of water
by Wasa and pay probably a lot
more in health facilities to cure
diseases coming from poor quality
Wasa water!

A classical case of robbing Peter
topay Paul!
Aretired engineer
Gulshan, Dhaka

Musharraf's position

President Gen. Musharraf, who is
now cleared by the Supreme Court
to contest the elections, is going to
be re-elected as  president of
Pakistan. It is funny that both
Sharif and Benazir have blamed
Musharraf for being soft on the
West. It should be the other way
round. Musharraf has shown his

stiff opposition whenever the
circumstances warranted. One fine
instance could be cited here.

Musharraf told the US to keep
its limits within its national interest
and not to indulge in anti-Pakistan
rhetoric unnecessarily. In
September 2006, President Gen.
Musharraf warned that the West
would be "brought to its knees”
without his country's ca-operation
in the so-called war on terror. "[fwe
were not with you, you won't be
able to manage anything," said
Musharraf in a BBC Radio 4 inter-
view. He said the Taliban, not al-
Qaeda, was now the focus of the
struggle against militancy in the
region. "The greatest danger today
is if the Taliban movement gets
converted into a people's move-
ment," he warned.

Though the US always gets what
it expects of Pakistan in
Afghanistan, it has been its habit to
routinely accuse Pakistan.of slack-
ness in “operations”. \Musharraf
has thus acted very firmly to
advance  Pakistan's legitimate
interests, Now it should be amply
clear to the Pakistani leaders who
slam Musharraf for what is not his
“salt” that Benazir and Sharif are
only eagerly waiting for the presi-
dential chair -- not to serve
Pakistan but to loot it as quickly as
possible.

Musharraf should initiate a firm
anti-corruption drive to combat
illegal wealth makingin Pakistan.
Dr.Abdul Ruff Colachal
Dethi

Castro and Guevara
Ernesto Guevara de la Serna com-
monly known as Che Guevara was
born on June 14, 1928 in Argentina
and he was known as the Marxist
revolutionary and a great political
figure. He was also known as the
leader of Cuban and international-
ist guerillas, Che Guevara had
traveled a lot throughout South
America and during that he had
seen the miserable condition of the
peopleand he came to the conclu-
sion that these inequalities could
only be removed by revolution.
After his death Che Guevara
became an icon of socialist revolu-
tionary movements.

In Mexico 1956, Che Guevara
came in contact with Fidel Castro,
another revolutionist and the
present president of Cuba. Fidel
Algjandro Castro  was born on
August 13, 1926. Castro became' the
first secretary of the Communist
Party of Cuba in 1965. The opposi-
tion called Castro adictator and his
supporters treated him as a charis-
matic liberator, After the failure in
the Moncada Barracks, Castro
moved to Mexico and started the
guerillainvasion.

From there Castro and Guevara
started working witheachother.

They were the revolutionists
who the world can never forget.
They fought against violation of
human rights.

S.Chowdhury
{ttara, Dhaka

Without patriots?

It is demoralising to see that the
same people of the same political
parties are organising themselves
in the name of so-called reforms
and are trying to reappear in the
political scene of Bangladesh.

But how can we trust them? Are
they not the people who directly or
indirectly participated and sup-
ported the previous corrupt gov-
ernments with two Begums in
power in alternate succession?
[sn'tit like putting the same "vine-
gar” in a new bottle? And instead of
getting better in quality it becomes
ratten.

How do we know that they will
not turn to the same business of
distributing public money In our
parliament house, a Sangshad
Bhaban known worldwide for its
architecture by Louis H. Kahn and
so wrongly used as an arena of the
fighting gladiators.

Where are the real men? What
are they waiting for? This is the
unique occasion that we have after
50 many years of mismanagement
to rise and come forward and work
for the country selflessly. Are we to
believe that we have no such hon-
estand decent patriots?
N.G.Chaudhury
Licvemboury

Tourism In Bangladesh
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My attention was drawn to an op ed article by
Mr. Farooque Hasan published in The Daily
He mentioned that
Bangladesh received only 200,000 foreign
tourists compared to 1 million by Cambodia.
In my opinion the actual number of 'real’ tour-
ists in Bangladesh in 2006 was far less.
Anybody entering Bangladesh on a tourist visa
is counted as a tourist. Unfortunately, the vast
majority of these so called tourists are actually
native born Bangladeshis holding foreign
passports and visiting their relatives. Very few
of them actually visit a tourist spot or spend
money like a tourist when in Bangladesh. The
inflated number of tourists only makes the
Ministry of Tourism look good which has no
economic impact on the country. [ visit
Bangladesh every two years on a tourist visa
and [ don't consider myself a tourist in the

Star on 9/27/07.

conventional sense,

The million tourists received by Cambodia
do not go there only to see the Ankor Wat. The
vast majority of these tourists go to Cambodia
for a reason that can't be discussed in a family
newspaper. Bangladesh is better off without

this type of tourists.

Alotneeds to be done to attract real tourists
to come to Bangladesh. First and foremost is
the image of the country. A country that was
crowned as the most corrupt country for five
years in a row does not help. Indiscriminate
hartal and vandalism of public and private
property is common in Bangladesh which
scare tourists off. Fortunately, the CI'G has
started to clean up the mess left behind by the

looters and plunderers.

Good infrastructure, road network and
personal safety are much more important
than all the tourist sites combined. Then
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comes the hard part of selling Bangladesh as a
tourist destination. Advertisement in world
class Travel Magazines and sleek TV spots can
be used to entice tourists to come to
Bangladesh. Free tour packages can be
donated to Travel Magazine Editors, Tour
Organizers, and Travel Agents who will pro-
mote Bangladesh. Bangladesh has the largest
white sandy beach in the waorld. Why not build
Golf Courses up and down this beach along
with top-notch hotels? [apanese golfers fly to
Singapore to play golf and fly right back to
Japan for less than what it would cost them to
play golf in Japan. Bangladesh can provide the
same experience for a lot less. For this to hap-
pen, the Cox's Bazar airport has to be devel-
oped into an international airport with direct
flights from Singapore and Dubai. Nobody in
their right mind will fly into Dhaka and take a
connecting flight to Cox's Bazar. Family ori-
ented tourism does not require western style
night life. Most elderly tourists want asafe and
clean hotel that will serve good foods.

Eco-tourism in the Sundarbans, Chittagong
Hill Tracts and Himchhari can be another
avenue to explore. Again, the main emphasis
should be on  safety, security and a decent
place to sleep and eat. Eco Tourists normally
arenotlookingfora Five Star Hotel.

Cottages made of renewable material such
asbamboo will be attractive to this crowd.
who run Parjatan probably have
never spent a day as a real tourist in a tourist
friendly country. What is to be expected from

this bunch of bureaucrats? Tourism is a tricky

business.
SirajHaque

Houston, Texas, USA



