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Murul Islam, former additional
secretary o the Prime Minister's
Office; Nazrul Islam, former energy
secretary, Manik Lal Samaddar,
former secretary to the
Implementation, Monitoring and

Evalugtion Division (IMED) of the .

planning ministry, and Mirza
Tosaddok Hossain Begh, former
information secretary,

‘Nol:h,lng can be said ar the
moment regarding the Gatco case
as the investigadon is still on and
the investigators have yet to finish
interrogating all the persons in
connection with the case," said the
ACC chairman,

"Comments should not be
made when a case Is before a
court," headded,

Eight former secretaries to
different ministries, who had been
connected (o the Gatco deal, were
summoned on Thursday by the
ACC in conmection with the graft
case filed by the commission impli-
cating former premier Khaleda Zia.

Three of the summoned secre-
taries gave their statements to the
commission on Sunday while five
former ministers of Khaleda Zia's
cahinet were also queslioned on
September 25 in connection with
the case filed on September 2,

"My duty was to help the com-
mittee that dealt with the Gatco
deal. As the IMED secretary, my
work was to monitor the imple-
merntation of the work already
awarded," sald Manik Lal
Samaddar.

"I have given the commission
the facts I know, and [ can't say
anything beyond that," said Mirza
Tosaddok Hossain Begh.

The ACC on Sunday questioned
Public Service Commission (PSC)
Chairman Sadat Hossain,
Additional Secretary to the

Communication Ministry ATKM

fsimail, and former shipping secre-
tary Zulfikar Haider Chowdhury.
Investigation officer (1O) of the
case ACC Deputy Director Johirul
Huda alsg received a statement of
another former information secre-
tary Zakir Ahmed Khan over the

phane, as the latter is currently
abroad.

Thesectetaries were questioned
because they had been in charge of
different ministries connected
with the Gatcodeal.

A three-member investigation
cominitiee comprising the [0, and
national taskforce members Maj
Mustafa Kamal and Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
Inspector Nurul Islam, quizzed the
formersecretaries.

The commission is expectad to
quiz today, two other detained
former ministers -- former health
minister Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, and ex-state minister for
enerpy AKM Mosharraf Hossain.

Replying to a question about
quizzing the secretaries in connec-
tion with the Gatco case while the
High Court (HC) had stayed the
proceedings of the case, the ACC
chairman said they moved to

appeal the HC ruling and the inves-,

tigation may go on until the matter
issettled in the court.

Replying to a question regard-
ing the new list of 80 corruption
suspects published by the media,
the ACC chairman said, "We will
inform you about the new list after
itis placed before us in the wayitis
supposed tobe placed.”

"I think our lawyers have proved
before the caurt that in the current
situation we may file cases under
the Emergency Power Rules," the
chairman said in reply to a ques-
tion regarding the validity of differ-
ent cases filed by the commission
including the cases against Sheikh
Hasina and Khuleda Zia under the
EPR.

"We will pursue the cases till the
highest court, and the court will
decide on the issues. Varied expla-
nations have already been given by
peopleontheissues,” hequipped,

Heplying to a question regard-
ing submission of wealth state-
ments by the advisers to the care-
taker government, the ACC chair-
man said, "Anybody may submita
wealth statement if he or she
wishes, We are asking for theirs,
who areaccused of corruption.”

4 former,
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Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury,
former prime minister Khaleda
Zia's political secretary Harris
Chowdhury, Bashundhara Group
Chairman Ahmed Akbar Huhll.ul

kSRR A lam and 2076 HE Tl

graftcase.

The four who surrendered
vesterday and 21 others, including
tormer housing and public works
minister Mirza Abbas and former
Hajuk director Humayun Khan,
are accused of causing a foss of Tk
127.64 crore to the government
exchequer. They allegedly sold 18
abandoned government houses at
alowprice.

Abbas and Humayun are now
in jail. They were produced before
the court yesterday during the
hearing.

The ACC filed the case against
Abbas and 11 athers on May 29.
The names of Harris, Amir Khasru
and 1 others were later added in
the charge sheet as investigation
found their invalvement in the
case,

On September 20, ACC
Assistant Director Khairul Huda
submitted the charge sheet
against Mirza Abbas, Amir Khasru,
Harris, three former secretaries
and a number of high officials of
Rajuk and Public Works
Department (FWD).
CASEAGAINSTSQCHY
ACC Deputy Director
Moniruzzaman yesterday for the
first time pressed charges against
former BNP lawmaker Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury for conceal-
ing his wealth of over Tk 1.17 crore
in the statement submitted to the
comimissionon February 25,

Monir, who is also the investi-
gation officer (I0) of the case,
submitted the charge sheet to the
court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM), showing 47
peaple as prosecution witnesses.

On June 13, ACC Assistant
Directar SMM Akhter Hamid
Bhiuiyan filed the case with Ramna
Police Station, accusing
Salabiuddin of hiding two cars
valued over Tk 1.17 crore in his
wealth statement.

According to the first informa-
tion report (FIR), Salahuddin
ptirchased a Range Rover (Chatro
Metro-Gha-02-0010) in 1995 for
Tl 24,98,740 using the duty-free
car purchase privilege of lawmak-
ers, In January 2003, he purchased
a Lexus (Dhaka Metro-Bha-14-
0096} through Leasing and
Financial Services Ltd for Tk
92,48,400.

CASEAGAINST FIROZ

ACC Deputy Director Akhter
Hossain, who is also the [O of the
case, suiunltted the charge sheet
against Firoz Mahmud [gbal with
the CMM court yesterday ina case
filed in connection with failing to
submit the wealth statement

18 also prayed for the
I!lamlm;u Qm:st warrant against
Firoz - 2

On Kagnst 5, ACC Deputy
Director Syed Igbal Hossain filed
the case with Ramna Police
Station under section 26(2)(Ka) of

serving

the ACC Act, 2004,

According to the FIR, the ACC
sent a letter to Firoz on July 8
telling him to submit his wealth
statement within seven working

Ay B e s b et

" The AU extended the'degdline
by another seven days as Igbal's
wife [mtinz Hegum applied for
time extension on July 15, Bui,
Firoz failed to submit his wealth
statement within the extended
time.

CASE AGAINST EX BANK
QOFFICIALS

ACC Assistant Director
Rafiquzzaman, also the [0 of the
case, submitted the charge sheet
against five former officials of
Oriental Bank Ltd., showing 14
peopleas prosecution witnesses.

The charge-sheeted accused
are ex senior vice-president of
Oriental Bank Shah Mohammad
Hartin, ex assistant vice-president
Mohammad Fazlur Rahman, ex
senior executive vice-president
Mahmud Hossain, ex executive
vice-president Kamrul Islam and
former deputy managing director
Imamul Haq.

The [0 prayed for issuance of
arrest warrants against them, as
they have been sbsconding since
the case was filed against them.

ACC Assistant Director Abdul
Latif filed the case against them
with Maotijheel Police Station on
December 29 [ast year in connec-
tion with embezzling Tk 95 lakh
from the principal office at
Motijheel in thecity.

The accused in collusion with
others, submitting fake docu-
ments, drew the amount from the
bank through six cheques on
different dates and embezzled the
maney, the FIR said.
CASEAGAINSTTANVIR
judge Mohammad Azizul Haque
of the Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Caurt yesterday issted an
arrest warrant against Tanvir
Ahmed, son of detained former
BNP lawmaker from Demra,
Dhaka Salahuddin Ahmed, after
National Board of Revenue (NBR}
filed a tax evasion case.

Assistant Tax Commissioner
Moniruzzaman of NBR filed the
case saying Tanvir evaded Tk
30,20,411 of tax between 2005 and
2007,

CASEAGAINSTFALU

The same court yesterday fixed
Ocrober 4 for the next hearing of a
case filed in connection with
embezzlement of government
relief materials by now detained
former BNP lawmaker Mossaddak
AliFaluand 15 others.

On September 17, ACC
Asslstunt Director Sheikh Abdus
Salam submitted the charge sheet
against Falu, lour Dhaka City
Corporation ward commissioners
and 11 athers.

Of them, Falu, Anwar Hossain,
headmaster of Tejgaon
Community Centre Adarsha High
School and Nazir Ahmed, MLSS of
DCCWard-37, are now in jail,

On March 2, security personnel
recovered G605 corrugated iron
sheets and 63 blankets meant for
relief at Ruhul Amin's office in
Tejgaon.

Hasina
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mer premier is mentally strongand
not worried about the cases filed
againsther.

She yesterday said she feels bad
thinking about the poor leading
their lives amid high price of essen-
tials.

"T am physically alright, but 1
feel bad whenever I think about the
poor leading their lives at a time
when prices of essentials are so
high," advocate Khandaker
Moniruzzaman, Hasina's lawyer,
quoted the AL chiefas saying.

Former premier Sheikh Hasina
was arrested on July 16 and since
then she has been kept at the sub-
jail on the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
premises. |
KOKO'SWIFEMEETS KHALEDA
Samila Rahman met her mother-
in-law Khaleda Zia at the sub-jail
yesterday.

During the 55-minute meeting,
from 4:20pm, Khaleda inquired
about the health of Koko, sub-jail
sources said. She also inquired
about other family members as
well,

Deputy Inspector General
(prisons) Maj Shamsul Haider
Siddique told The Daily Star yester-
day that there was permission for
two others--Zubaida Khan
Rahman, wife of Khaleda's elder
son Tarique Rahman and wife of an
elder brother of Ziaur Rahman--to
meét Khaleda, but they did not
showup,

Khaleda Ziaisinasub-jail atthe
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban premises
since she was arrested with her
younger son Koko on September 3.

Sohel, Salman
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he alleged that the accused showed
151,51 acres of Gazipur land as
security for the loan, though the
lands belonged to the government
andlocals.

The former bank officials have
been made accused as they pro-
vided the loan without checking
the documents that later turned
outto beforged.

Earlier on Sunday, the anti-graft
body filed a case against ex-
managing director of Shinepukur
Holdings Led Mahmudur Rahman,
its chairmanSohel F Rahman, Vice-
Chairman Salman F Rahman and
four others for defrauding Sonali
Bankofover Tk 108 crore.

Our CU Correspondent reports:
ACC yesterday pressed charges
against former Jamaat lawmaker
Shahjahan Chowdhuryof conceal-
ing informationin his wealth state-

ment and {ormer forelgn minister

M Morshed Khan's son Faisal
Morshed Khan for abetting him in
the act.

ACC Deputy Director
Mohammad Jahangic Alam sub-
mitted the charge sheet to
Metropolitan Magistrate AKM
Shahidur Rahman Akaned.

Barlier on July 1, another deputy
director, Abul Kakim Azad, filed the
case with city's Bandar Police
Station.

Shahjohan Chowdhury in his
wealth statement submitted on
February 20 claimed that he had
property worth Tk 2.41 lakh while
an ACC investigation found it to be
valued at Tk 3.41 fakh.

Besides, a sport utility vehicle
warth Tk 1.5 crore was seized from
hispossession.

According to the charge sheet,
Faisal Morshed, managing director
of the Pacific Motors, helped
Shahjahan to open a current bank
account with the AB Bank
Mohakhalibranch.

Court accepts
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them notices to surrender by
Octoberd.

Nurunnabi, a businessman
from Durgapur upazila, filed the
case on August 6 against six people
for extorting Tk | crore from him at
gunpoint over a deal of Jamuna

* Seed Cold Storage Private Limited.

The court also accepted the
charﬁe sheet against Lutfar in
another case for extorting Tk 30
lakh from the same businessman.

LDP now Bikolpa
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government., And for this, party
workers wanted restoring the
name Bikolpa Dhara," itadded.

Badruddoza had formed
Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh on
March 10, 2004 and abolished the
party to form the LDP on October
26, 2006 with Col (retd) Oli Ahmed
and several other BNP leaders who
hadleftthe BNE

The (LDP} split only eight
months after its formation due to
disputes between party president
Badruddoza and executive presi-
dentOliAhmed.

Announcing formation of a new
party presidium, Badruddoza said
Oli Ahmed, former speaker Sheikh
Razzak All and 11 others were no
longerin the party,

And Oli Ahmed claimed he had
majority support in the party with
12 of the 15 presidium members
backinghim.

British foreign
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electaral reform and the voter list,
and the UK's support for
Bangladesh's commitment to a
roadmap for elections before the
end 0f2008," the press release said.
He will visit Sylhet division to
meet the members of British-
Bangladeshi community there.
A press conference is scheduled
to be held at the end of his visit, the
press release added.

DU violence

FROM PAGE 1

August 25 to investigate the vio-

lence on DU campus and was
given 15 working days to submit
its report. Later, the time was
extended by 20 working days
following the commission’s
appeal.

Meanwhile, Prof Harun-or-
Rashid, Prof Nim Chandra
Bhoumik and student leader Azizul
Hari Helal, who were detained on
charge of instigating campus vio-
lence were prodiiced before the
commission yestérday.

They were, however,
allowed to talkto the media.

After the estimony sessions of
the detained persons were over,
Justice Habibur briefed the
Newspersons.

Justice Habibur quoted Prof
Harmun-or-Rashid, dean of Faculty
of Social Sciences at DU, as saying
that he was present both at the
general and executive meetings of
Dhaka University Teachers'
Association (Duta).

Duta members as a body are
responsible for the decision of
expressing solidarity with the
students' demands, Prof Harun
said.

Regarding students' participa-
tion in the Duta-organised proces-
sion from Aparajeyo Hangla to
Central Shaheed Minar, he said, "it
was not possible for the teachers to
stop students' participation in the

not

pracession.”

Justice Habibur said that Prof
Nim Chandra Bhoumik denied all
charges against him.

Regarding Jatiyatabdi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) President Azizul Bari
Helal, Justice Habibur said that he
was not present on campus during
violence. Although his name was
not included in the first informa-

tion report, he was shown arrested

in another case later on, Justice
IHabibur said. The commission
would check how Helal was
invalved with the incident, he
added.

With the three, a total of 86
people gave their accounts of the
incident so far to the commis-
sion.

Eminent academic Prof Sirajul
Islam will meet the commission
tomorrow while DU Vice
Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz and
former adviser to caretaker govern-
ment Sultana Kamal will meet the
commission on Thursday, com-
missionsources said.

ACC appeals
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stayed proceedings of the GATCO
scam case. The court had also
issued a rule upon the Anti
Corruption Commission (ACC) to
explain why the case placing under
the Emergency Power Rule should
notbe declared illegal,

CEC urges
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the entire task of preparing the
voter list with photographs will be
compléeted in October next year so
that the election may be held by the
end of 2008,

After announcing the roadmap,
the CEC also announced that the
parliamentary election may be
held earlier than the deadline set if
the voter list is ready before the
stipulatedtime.

"W have a timeline for prepar-
ing the [resh voter list, which will
not be exceeded by any means,”
Huda added.

The work of preparing the vater
list did not stop despite the storms
and the massive flood, as the peo-
plehelped the EC, said the CEC.

"Ten percent of the total work of
preparing the voter list has already
been completed in September,
making us very hopeful,” Huda
saidl,

Hegarding the demand of some
political parties for cancelling the
election symbol -- scale, the CEC
said that is a very difficult and
complicated question forthe EC.

With Tangail Deputy
Commissioner {(DC) Akhrer Ali
Sarkarin the chalr, the meeting was
attended by Maj Gen
Muzahiduddin, GOC of Ghatail
Cantonment, Commander of the
98th Composite Brigade Brig Gen
Osman Gani, Tangail
Superintendent of Police (5P)
Abdul Mannan, and District
Election Officer Abdul Wadud,
amongothers.

Senior officials of the local
administration, election officials,
and representatives of different

professions and NGOs were also
present,

The work of field level data
collection through door-to-door
visits in Tangail municipal area will
starton October 6 while the work of
data entry and voter registration
with photographs is scheduled to
begin on October 22, sources in
District Election Office said,

Meanwhile, our Barisal corre-
spondent reported that Election
Commissioner Brig Gen (retd) M
Sakhawat Hussain yesterday at a
views exchange meeting in Barisal
Auditorium ahead of the beginning
of voter listing in the local city
corporation area, said the over due
elections to city corporations will
be held first after having the voter
list ready, giving priority to Barisal
and Rajshahi city corporations.

Regarding the allegation that
the EC is trving to control political
parties through importing a pravi-
sion of mandatory party regisera-
tion, Sakhawat said the commis-
ston has nointention of controlling
the parties. "We are not interested
in controlling the parties. But we
are determined to eliminate the
influence of black money and
muscle [n elections at any cost,"” he
asserted.

The exchange of views was
presided over by Manjure Elahi,
deputy commissioner of Barisal,
while it was also addressed as
special guests by Delwar Hussein
Dilu, ward commissioner and the
mayor-in-charge of Barisal City
Corporation, and Lt Col Abu
Sayeed Muhammad Ali, com-
manderofthe district joint forces.

Mad rush for tickets
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buying tickets for October 8 or any
date before that.

The bus companies at
Mohakhali terminal did not issue
anv advance tickets until yesterday.

Manly Mymensingh,
Netrakona, Jamalpur, and Bogra-
hound buses start from Mohakhali.
Law enforcers today have a meet-
ing with bus owner assoclations to
facilitate ticket sale to help passen-
Eers.

LAUNCHTICKETS

Cabin tickets of most of the
launches scheduled to set sail on
October 10-12 were sold out on the
very first day, staffs and managers
of different services said yesterday.

Besides this, launch authorities
allegedly demaneded extra [are for
cabins from the passengers.

Passengers who came to book
advanced rickets claimed launch
authorities created artificial ticket
crisis to manipulate prices.

They also claimed tickets are
available in black market.

"We usually sell tickets (cabin-
single) at Tk 600; now we are selling
those at Tk 1,000," said Lokman, a
staffof MV Sadia, a Barguna-bound
launch, as this correspondent
posing as a passenger w.mt:.d to
buyaticket.

Fares of double-cabin have also
increased, Lokman said.

Another staff of Amtoli-bound
launch MV Paira-3 said tickets are
available but the prices are higher
thanusual rate.

Staffs of Ghoserhat-bound MV
Jamal-2 said there is no cabin ticket
for October 9-12. They also admit-
ted that fares of cabin (single-
double) are much higher.

Leaders of Bangladesh Inland
Water Ways Association denied the
allegation ofincreasing fares.

"Instead of increasing fares, we
are giving 10 percent concession
on deck fares,” Siddiqur Rahman
Patwary, secretary of the
Association, told The Daily Star at
his Paltan office yesterday.

"If you give any evidence of
taking extra fare, we will take stern

action against the concerned
launch authorities,” he vowed.

"Hesides Eid season, we did not
take full fare from the passengers in
order to survive in the competitive
market. But now as there are
enough passengers, we are taking
full prices,” said a launch owner 4t
Sudarghat Launch Terminal.

"Passengers are now branding
the full fares as extra or increased,”
heclaimed.

Currently, about 250-300
launches are being operated on
around 56 routes from Sadarghat,
sourcessaid.

Bangladesh Inland Water Ways
Assoclation said they will operate
extra frequency to meet'the over-
loaded passengers.

The BIWTC will also operate
extra steamer launches to meet the
extra load of passengers, said its
Chairman Ali Kabir.
TRAINTICKETS
People are also rushing to
Kamalapur Train Station for
advance tckets, which will be
avalilable from October 4.
COMMUNICATIONS ADVISER
Communications Adviser Maj Gen
(retd) MA Matin yesterday ordered
the concerned agencies to check
overloading of passengers in
launches and steamers on the eve
of Eid-ul-Fitr from October 10 to
Qctober20.

Several mobile teams headed by
magistrates will monitor the load-
ing of passengers in launches and
steamers, Legal action will be taken
against violators, the adviser told
reporters at a meeting on riverine
rransportation management
before Eid at his ministry.

He also ordered the authorities
to keep rescue vessels Hamza and
Rustam ready so that any rescue
operation, if need be, can be con-
ducted on urgent basis.

The adviser said law enforce-
ment agencies have been asked to
mountwatch at ticket counters and
crowds at launch terminals to
protect passengers from snatchers,
dope party and thieves and check
scalpers.

US weighs
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operation inside lran, the pace of
attack planning has increased
markedly and the CIA has dramati-
cally expanded a unit focusing on
fran, it said.

The amended plan would call
for using the U5 Navy's "sea-
launched cruise missiles and more
precisely targeted ground attacks
and bombing strikes, including
plans to destroy the most impor-
tant Revolutionary Guard training
camps, supply depots, and com-
mand and control facilities,” it
said.

Vice President Dick Cheney was
pushing to confront the Iranians
despite deep concerns from
Republicans that any action could
be politically disastrous for the
party given popular opposition to
the Iraq war, a former intelligence
official said.

"There is a desperate effort by
Cheney et al. to bring military
action to [ran as soon as possible,”
the official said. "Meanwhile, the
politicians are saying, "You can't da
it, because every HRepublican is
going to be defeated, and we're
only ane fact away from going over
the cliffin[raq."

Bush and his advisers have
adopted the new "counter-
terrorism” approach recognizing
the US public is not convinced that
Iran poses an imminent nuclear
threat and that the US intelligence
community believes Tehran is at
least five years away from obtain-
ingan atomic bomb.

But officials are betting the case
for hiting Iranian forces blamed
for attacking US soldiers would be
easier to make, the magazine
wrate,

“This time, unlike the attack in
Irag, we're going to play the victim.
The name of our game seems to be
to get the [ranians to overplay their
hand,” said Zbigniew Brezinski, a
former national security adviser
under ex-president [immy Carter
and a critic of the Bush administra-
tion'sforeign policy.

Brezinski said that Iran would
probably respand to a US attack
"by intensifying the conflict in Irag
and also in Afghanistan, their
neighbours, and that could draw in
Pakistan,

"We will be stuck in a regional
war for twenty years,” he said.

The magazine quoted a Defence
Department spokesman saying the
administration remains commit-
ted to a diplomate solution o
disputes with [ran.

Delwar
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Mannan Bhuiyan and Ashraf
Hossain from the party just before
herarrest on September03.

Meanwhile, Delwar also urged
authorities to release Khaleda and
Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina
so thatan environment for election
and democracy maybe created.

"Atmosphere for fair paolitics
would he created after withdrawal
of the state of emergency as well as
the ban on politics,” he said.

He said they have got Inital
justice as the High Court granted
bail for Khaleda and all confusions
willbe over ifsheis [reed.

They could nat do anything
without hoelding discussions
among party leaders, as Khaleda
did not do anything without con-
sultation, he added.

Graft cases
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accused of accumulating wealth
worth over Tk 4.82 crore through
illegal means and keeping back
information of properties worth aver
Tk4.23crore.

ACC Deputy Director [ahirul
Huda on September 26 filed the case
against him, his wife Dr Zubaida
Rahman and mother-in-law [gbal
Mand Banu for withholding wealth
infarmation.

Zubaida and her maother were
charged with aiding and abetting
him in attempts to show that his was
legalincome.

ACC Deputy Assistant Director
Shariful Haque Siddiqui filed the
case agalnst Moudud with the
Gulshan Police Station on
September 16.

Accardingio the first information
repart, the BNP standing committee
member did not declare wealth
worth Tk 4.40 crore. He has assets to
the tune of Tk 7.38 crore which is
dispropartionate to his sources of
income,

ACC Assistant Director Talebur
Rahman sued the Huda couple on
July 11 for discrepancies between
their actual wealth and the state-
ments they had submitted to the
anti-graft body.

The two are also accused of con-
cealing information of wealth worth
overTk2. [9crore.

Tkh.213er
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who disclosed Tk 142 crore. Besides,
it received Tk 9 crore in taxes from
586 people from the central tax
survey zone, who legalised Tk 72
CIore.

The opportunity was granted on
June 5 for people who earned money
legally and did not discloge thar for
virious reasons,

The previous time limit for avail-
ing this opportunity was MT 31 but
the NBR extended it following
requests from different sections of
peaple.

Taking this apportunity, some top

Fulilicnl personalities including
ormer prime minister Khaleda Zia
and former finance minister M Saifur
Rahman declared their undisclosed
earnings. Some business tycoony
alsodidso.
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prime minister and oversee inter-
nal security, amid speculation that he
is eyeing the premiership.

Sonthiseized power in the coup in
September 2006, which twppled the
twice-elected government of prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra, and
installed former army chief Surayucd
Chulanontaspremier,

The announcement that Sondhi
wils stepping down as the junta leader
cemented his transition out of the
militaryandintopaolitics.

The general, who was the frst
Muslimrolead thearmyin this mainly
Buddhist nation, accepted’ manda-
tory retirement from the army on
Sunday.

tie had ealier said that he would
remain as junta chief until after
national elections set for December
23,

His resignation Monday will only
fuel speculation about the political
ambitions of a man who has refused

- to rule out the possibility that he

would seek the premiership for him-
self.
Sonthi earlier acknowledged that

not everyone is ha
changes within the

1y, after ‘he

handed command of the troops to
Gem.r.alﬂ.nupangi’nu

A small bomb exploded late

Sunday in a phone baoth near the
army headquarters in central
Bangkok, wounding rwa palice bornb
eRperts.

Sonthi said he hel{m'ud the blast
was politically motivated, and mean:

asachallenge to the nggwarmy leader-
ship.
"They want o cha!l‘.engu the new

person in charge," Sonthi told Thai
television.

"There is a group nf people whao
really want to taste; power and to
remind the public that they still exist,”
hesaid.

Police said the bombwas similar to
several other mysterious blasts that
have hit Bangkok since the military
seized power in last year's bloodless
coup, including deadly blasts on New
Year's Evethatkilled three people,

No one has been arrested or
charged in connectionwith any of the
blasts, nor has anybody claimed
responsibility.

Burqga-clad bomber
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They had beefed up 'u.Lunty at all
checkpoints and the vehicle carry-

ing the bomber was intercepted as
a result, but the attacker blew
himself up before they could check
it, nnesource said.

Chief military spokesman
Major General Waheed Arshad
confirmed that it was a suicide
blast but dismissed earlier witness
reports that the bombing targeted
a military convoy passing through
the town.,

In a separate incident Islamic
militants shot dead a paramilitary
soldier before dawn in North
Waziristan, the most conflict-hit of
Pakistan's tribal zones, security
officials said.

The rebels raided a checkpostin
the border town of Datta Khel-and
fled in darkness after shooting the
trooper, apparently using a gun
fitted with a silencer, one official
sald.

Nearly 300 people have died in
attacks in Pakistan blamed on
Islamic militants, most of them
suicide bombings, since the Red
Mosque raid. Most of the attacks
have targeted Pakistani security
farces. .

The mosque standoff alse coin-
cided with the breakdown of a
controversial peace deal between
the government and [slarnic mifi-
tantsinthe tribal belt.

al-Qaeda chief Osama bin
Laden called
Pakistan Lo wage holy war against
the government of key US ally
Musharraf and his armed forces in
a new audio message issued less

on Muslims in

than two weeks ago.

Musharraf has been under
mounting pressure [rom
Washington to tackle militants,
especially in the tribal border
zones where US offigidls have said
that al-Qaeda is. regrouping to
launch attacks on western [argets.

The president, whose popular-
ity has'slumped in recent months,
is aiming for re-election for
another five-year term in a parlia-
mentary vole on Saturday, a move
that has sparked fierce political
opposition.

Meanwhile another PIT story
said over 230 opposition lawmak-
ers have resigned from Pakistan's
national and provincial assemblies
to resist Pervez Musharraf's re-
election bid, as journalists
observed a 'Black Day' on Sunday
condemning the palice action
during protests against the general.

Eighty-four members of the
National Assembly and 152 of four
provincial assemblies from opposi-
tion alliance All Parties Democratic
Movement (APDM]) submitted
their resignations to their respec-
tive party leaders, Raja Zafarul Ha,

rm:;a{ ﬁ P}ldw }I}lsiim_

v v e e
;\PDM is headed by exiled ex-

PM Nawaz Sharif's PML{N],
Haqysaid the reslgnations will be
subimnitted to the speaker national
assembly and respective speakers
of provincial assemblies on
October 2, the day after election
commission displays the final list
of candidates for the October &

presidentiat pall, (AFRPTT)

1,000 missing
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intense international critieism
aver its suppression of the protests,
which left at least 13 dead and
hundreds arrested.

Gambari was allowed to meet
with detained pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi for more
than an hour in Yangon on Sunday
to discuss the wuprising that has
rumbled for months but wned
intoa mass movement last week.

Foreign diplomats believe at
least several hundred Buddhist
monks and political activists were
taken away at the height of the
bloody crackdown last week
against the biggest pro-democracy
protests inalmost 20 years.

The Thailand-based Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners
(AAPP), which has for years kept a
close watch on political detainees
inMyanmar's 43 prisons, estimates
thatup to 1,500 people were locked
up last week.

"Atleast 85 protest leaders, over
1,000 monks, and between 300 and
400 students and activists were
arrested,” said AAPP joint secretary
Bo Kyi, adding that the detainees
were subject to harsh prison condi-
tions.

The Buddhist monks, who were
at the forefront of what has been
dubbed the "saffron revolution,"
were forcibly disrobed and "se
verely beaten, kicked and insulted”

by soldiers and milidas, the group

saidinastatement.

Hong Kong-based organisation
the Asian Human Rights
Commission (AHRC) said "at least
700 monks and 500 civilians are
estimated to have been captured
and taken to unknown locations in
thelast week.”

These detainees, as well as 150
people arrested after the protests
began in August, "must all be
treated as disappeared, not
arrested, until their whereabours
and conditions are confirmed," the
group said.

Diplomats In Yangon are also
trying to assess the true exient of
last week's carnage and the extent
of angoing arrests. Many observers
believe the death toll may have
been fur higher than the 13 known
killings.

"We're hearing stories every
night of raids, but by the morning
it's hard to confirm," said one
Western diplomat. "There are

fewer and fewer monks to speak to.
What have they done to so rapidly
silence the monks? That's the big
question that needs to be
answered,"

The diplomat said that; at least
for the moment, the protest move-
ment had been "efficiendy sup
pressed. Many leaders have been
arrested.

"The monasteries are empty
They've had orders for senior
monks to go back to their villages.
They've really tried to disperse the
monk community... The story gets
hidden. It's hard to see which
maonks have been disappeared.”

Observers say many detainees
have been taken to the city's noto-
rious Insein prison, the
Government Technological
Institute, the police battalion
number seven compound, the
Kyaikkasdn race track and possibly
atherlocations.

"There are enough old and now
unoccupied government bufldings
since the move ta {the new capital)
Naypyidaw,” said one f{oreign
observer, referring to the junta's
sudden shift of the seat of govern-
mentthatstarted inlate 2005,

Human Rights Watch Myanmar
expert David Mathieson said HRW
was still trying to find out "who was
taken on what day and to where"
but added that "it appears that rhis
has been more well planned than
lastweek's events suggested.”

"People were taker away during
the demonstrations, people were
arrested at night including in the
inonasteries, and. people were -
arrested at the weekend at smaller
demonstrations and as secumy
forces cleared up Iﬂe streets,” he

said. ;é

Mathieson sald “the onus of
figuring where thone peaple are
and what condition (hey arginis on
the shoulders of ( ecialenvoy)
Ibrahim Gambd wtw was
Monday hoping meet junta
leader General T Xy

"He mustcome t_ufllwwun-
try with some accnﬂnﬁngnfwhe:e
those people are andl what condi-
tion they are [n," Mathieson said.

He added that, even at the hest
of times, Myanmar's prisons are
sinister and overcrowded places
where "the conditions are horren-
dous, and torture and ill treatment
arecommanplace.”
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