6 1 '
_ - DHAKA TUESDAY OCTOBER 2, 2007

NATIONAL

'EC will eliminate muscle
-power, black money from
politics at any cost

1.22 core false voters to be dropped from previous list,
Sakhawat Hussem says in Barzsal

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Harisal

Election Commissioner Brig Gen
(rtd.) M Sakhawat Hussein yester-
day said categorically that the EC is
warking to hold an ‘absolutely free,
fair and credible election, not to
serve the interest of any class or
group”."Ourintention and desire is
clear. We have not taken the
responsibility ta serve or supervise
any putpose of any interest-
seeking class or group”, hesaid.

“The nation knows in what
situation and condition we took the
responsibility of election commis-
sion”,

"We are doing our job smoothly
and would be successful in achiev-
ingthe target with assistance of our
patriotic defence forces. We have a
clear-cut aim and have no ill
mative’, the EC said while address-
ing a view-exchange meeting held
at Barisal Auditorium.

The two-hour meeting was
attended by officials, elite of the
city and professionals.

Without seeking any help from
donors, the EC has already got 20
million US dollars as foreign assis-
tance and more 40 million US

EC M Sakhawat Hussein

dollars have been promised.

“There is no ghast an our shoul-
der. We would maintain impartial-
ity at any cost and allow no one to
shoot keeping the gun on our
shoulders", the EC said.

Brig Gen (rtd.) M Sakhawat
Hussein said the present situation
in the country was created by those
political leaders who, without any
record of dedicated political activ-
ity, became leaders of parties by
purchasing nomination in
exchangeofblackmoney.

The Election Commission is not
interested to control politics and
political parties, he said.

“But we are determined to
eliminate nomination business,
muscle power and black money
from politics at any cost”, he
asserted.

Sakhawat said political parties
earlier had no accountability and
transparency.

“We are trying to make them
accountable to people and their
activities transparent before the
nation.

“So political parties have to be
registered under the proposed
guideline and framework of the
Election Commission,

Audited reports of income and
expenditure of political parties
should be maintained and submit-
ted to authorities concerned, he
said.

The election commissioner
reiterated that the national elec-
tion will be held by 2008 and "every
body--from fishermen and
untouchables to the elite-would be
included in the voter list and
national identity cards would be
prepared on the basis of this prinei-

ple'. The national ID cards would
be useful in at least 19 types of
services.

There will nat be any wall writ-
ing, gate construction or show-
down in next elections, the ECsaid.

The 1.22 core false voters
included in previous voter list
would be excluded and after pre-
paring the new voterlist, election of
city corporations would be held
first, he added.

The meeting was presided over
by Barisal Deputy Commissioner
Manjure Elahl and addressed by,
among others, Mayor-in-Charge
Delwar Hussein Dilu and district
joint forces commander Lt Col.
Abu Sayeed Muhammad Ali,

About 1000 people from all
walks of life attended the meeting.
EC Sakhawat answered a lot of
questions from the audience.

He also attended another view-
exchange meeting attended by
officials of upazila, district and
divisional administrations, offi-
cials of law enforcement agencies,
election officials and enumerators,
held at Barisal Circuit House on
Sunday.

BNP LEADER ALTAF MURDER IN KHULNA
Case revived after 10 yrs, Jubo

Dal leader prime accused

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The sensational BNP leader Altaf
murder case has been revived in
the court of Chief Metrapolitan
Magistrate (CMM) on recommen-

-dation of District and Sr.%mns ;

Judge w.ﬂlaﬁuddin.

Former general 'aa::retary of

Khulna Jubo Dal Tariqulislam has’

been shown arrested as the prime
accused in the case, revived on
Sunday.

Tariqul Islam was arrested on
July 2 by joint forces from his resi-

dence in the city. On July 19, Tariqul
made a statement before metro-
politan magistrate Shefina Begum
under Section 164 CrPc, confessing
to his involvement in the murder of
BNP leader Altaf Hossain.

Altaf 'was murdered on the:

" dight 6F July 12,°1995 at Natun

Bazar unc[er Khulna. Sadar police
station.” ~

Sub Inspector Keshab
Chakravarty of Khulna Sadar palice
station has been made investigat-
ing officer (10) of the case after its
revival. ~

After the murder, slain BNP
leader's wife Shahab Altaf lodged
an FIR with Khulna thana on July
13, 1995 naming 12 persons as
accused. After the murder, the
killers gouged out eyed of Altaf,
tcut ‘off 'his' tendons ‘and ‘private
Organ.

Jubo Dal leader Tarikul [slam,
named in the FIR as the prime
accused, was left out of the charge
sheet earlier allegedly due to politi-
calinfluence.

The charge sheet was prepared
bylOofthe case in March, 1998.
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Tender Notice

for

Purchase and Installation of Digital Hybrid PABX System

representatives, if any,

quatation.

Loglstics & Support Services Division, Head Office
28, Rdjuk Avents (2nd Floor), Malijhoat C/A, Dhaka-1000
Phone:9567265; Fax; 9559252; E-mall: Info @ primabanic.com.bd

Prime Bank Limited intends lo purchase a new Digital Hybrid PABX
System of reputad brand for its Head Office, having approximate capacity
. of (16+200) lines. Sealed Quolations are hereby invited from the
reputed auppﬂars alongwith information regarding brand, country of arigin, year of manufacture, local
logistic and after sales service, maintenance etc. Necessary Tender Schedule may be collected from
* the undersigned within Octaber 04, 2007 during office hours. The interested bidders must have:

1. Updated and Valid Trade License, 2. Minimum 5 years of Experience

3. List of 20 big/reputed users, 4. Valid TIN Certificate

5. Experience of supplying the same system in Banks, if any.

The tenders must be dropped in the Sealed Tander Box kept at the Logistics & Support Services

Division, Head Office, 29 Rajuk Avenue (2nd Floor), Dhaka-1000 on October 08, 2007 between 9.30
- AM. to 2:00 P.M. which shall be opened at 2:30 P.M. on the same day in presence of the bidders or their

Prime Bank Limited reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the offers in full or part with or without
assigning any reason whatsoaver. The Bank shall not be under any obligation to accept the lowest

Senior Vice President

@ Prime Bank Limited

bank with a difference

www.prime-bank.com

JMB EXPLOSIVES CASE
Hearing by
Sylhet court

1 deferred again

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A trial court in Sylhet yesterday
deferred charge framing of the
Surjodighol Bari explosives case,
filed after the arrest of [MB chief
Shaikh Abdur Rahman along with
his aides and family from ahouse in
Sylhéton March 2, Z006.

‘Now it will be held on October
29, court sources said.

Sylhet Additional District .and
Sessidns Judge Ferdous Ahmed
deferred the charge framing as one
of the accused in the case-Shahbir
Ahmed Dulal-- cauld notbe brought
to the court yesterday from Dhaka
Central Jail. However, other accused
were produced before the court.

The date was deferred twice
earlier. A huge quantity of explosives
were recovered from the
‘Surjadighol Bari' in city'sShaplabag
area after the arrest of Shaikh Abdur
Rahman, his wife, daughter, sons
and others in the morning of March
2,2006.

A case was recorded under the

Explosives Act against seven per- |

sons with Sylhet Kotwali police
station.

ATTACK ON BRITISH HC
Deposition by
PWs resumes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylher

Deposition of prosecution wit-
nesses (PWs) in the murder case
filed in connection with grenade
attack on British High
Commissioner Anwar Choudhury
resumed at the Divisional Speedy
Trial Tribunal here yesterday, tribu-
nal sourcessaid.

Tribunal judge Dipyoman Sarker
examined two PWs named Kawsar
Ahmed and Aziz Ahmed, they said.
With their deposition, 31 out of 57
PWswere examined within 13 days.
Recording of their deposition
started on August 26. The deposition
will continue till October 9.

Three people were killed and
Bangladesh-born British high
commissioner along with 70 others
were injured in the grenade attack
on the premises of the shrine of
Hajrat Shahjalal (RA) here after
Juma prayers on May 21, 2004. The
victims are Kamal Uddin, assistant
sub-inspector of Special Branch
(SB) of police, Zobayer Ahmed
Rubel, a college student and
Habibur Rahman Habib.

Scotland Yard officials of UKalso
visited thespot.

As names of 20 accused were
dropped from the charge sheet, the
distriet judge here acquitted them
of charges on July 12. They were
arrested from the shrine area after
theattackon May 21, 2004,

Later, the cases were transferred
to the Criminal Investigation

. Department (CID) as police failed

to ind out clues to the attack.

CID filed two charge sheets, one
under Explosives Act and the other
for killing. Four persons were
shown as accused. They are out-
lawed Harkawl Jihad chief Mufti
Abdul Has naw, his brother Mofizur
Rahman and HUJI operatives
Delwar Hossain Ripon and Sharif
Shahedul Alam alias Bipul

Satkhira
municipal
chairman sued
for extortion

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

An extortion case was filed against
Satkhira Pourasava Chairman
Sheikh Ashraful Haque and four
other municipal staff yesterday

allegedly for demanding Tk one |

lakh toll.

Betel leaf seller Shawkat Ji
Hossain, son of Nazrul Islam of

Palsashpole, filed the case with a
magistrate court.

The other accused are Prasanta
Kumar, Rezaul Alam, Mamunur
Rashid and Tarun Kumar Mallik, all
staffof Satkhira municipality.

In the case, Shawkat Hossain
alleged that said he has been run-
ningashop at Pucca Pole intersec-
tion in the town for long. On
September 16, the accused persons
demanded Tk one lakh toll from
him and threatened to close his
shop for non-compliance.

After hearing, Magistrate
Hemayet Uddin ordered the offi-
cer-in-charge of Sadar police
station to investigate the allegation
and take necessaryaction.

On contact, Pourasava chair-
man Sheikh Ashraful Haque
denied the allegation and said it is
aconspiracy against him to tarnish
hisimage.

2 BNP leaders held

Ounr CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Kushria town BNP vice president
Alamgair Hossain alias Tiger Alam
and Alamdanga upazila BNP
organising secretary Abdus Sattar
were sent to jail yesterday when
police produced them before the
court following their arrest on
Sunday night.

Kushrtia police arrested
Alamgair Hossain alias Tiger Alam,
also a director of Kushtia Chamber
of Commerce Industries, from his
house atabout 11:30pm.

The court sent Him to jail as he
was produced before it under the
Emergency Powers Rules (EPR),

Alam was involved with various
criminal activities including shel-
tering criminals, police said.

Rapid Action Battalion arrested
BNP leader Sattar from his hotuse at
around 8:30prm.

He was sent to jail when police
produced him before the court
underthe EPH yesterday.

PHOTO: FOGUS BANGLA
Home-bound people scrambleforticket at the BRTC bus stand on Rail Station Road in Chittagong yesterday.

21 get life for abducting
minor boy in
Mymensingh

Nine convicts absconding

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A Mymensingh court yesterday
sentenced 21 people to life-term
imprisonment in a case for abdue-
tinganine-year old boy.

Judge of Women and
Children Repression Prevention
Court Naresh Chandra Das
delivered the verdict after exam-
ining witnesses' accounts and
pieces of evidence against the
accused.

Twelve of the convicts -- Sohrab,
Muslem Uddin, Abdus Salam,
Abdul Hakim, Tofazzal Hossair,
Selim, Abdul Khaleque, Ruhul,
Saiful, Abul Hossain, Golam
Hossain and Abdul Kadir -- are
behind bars.

Nine others -- Selim, Liece
Miah, Narul Haque, Mochha, Tara
Miah, Ayub Ali, Farug, Suruj and

Zillu-- are on the run.

Criminals kidnapped nine-
year-old Azizul Haque, son of
Sohrab Ali of village Teligram
in Phulbaria upazila, on
October 8, 1999, goes the pros-
ecution.

Before leaving the place with
Azizul, the abductors demanded
Tkthreelakhas ransom.

When the local people
chased the gang, they ran away
firing several rounds of blank
shots.

Sohrab Ali lodged a case with
Phulbaria Police Station the follow-
ing day and police rescued Azizul
seven dayslater.

Sub-Inspector Kazi Akhtar
Hossain was made the investiga-
tion officer of the case. After
investigation, police pressed
charge sheet against the
accused.

CASE AGAINST EX-MP SHAFI -
Two more PWs
cross-examined

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylher

The speedy trial magistrate court
here yesterday cross-examined two
more prosecution witnesses (PWs)
in a misappropriation case filed
against former BNP lawmaker
Shafi Ahmed Chowdhury.

They are Bahauddin, an assis-
tant sub-inspector (ASI} of police
and Tajil Ahmed, a villager.

With them, cross-examination of
26 out of 28 PWs was completed in
the courtofmagistrate DevjitSinha.

The cross-examination of PWs
began on September 23.

Earlier, the court sent the for-
mer lawmaker to jail 'hajac’ after
his surrender on Septemberl8.
Previously, Shafi had been
absconding.

Following recavery of relief
materials including CI sheets, bis-
cuits and other materials from
Shafi's village home by joint forces
on February 17, police filed the case
againsttwo people including Shafi.

The other accused is Selim
Ahmed, an employee of Pubali
Bank, also a neighbour of Shafi. He
was already detained injail "hafat'.
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