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Owen unsure
about return

AFP, Landon

Michael Owen admits he may have
o miss England's crucial Euro 2008
qualifiers if his recovery from two
operations takes longer than
expected.

Owen, 27, had the surgery in
Germany on Friday to cure a stom-
ach problem which could have
caused a hernia, The Newcastle
forward is also recovering from a
torn adductor muscle in his groin
and was initially ruled out of
England's matches against Estonia
and Russiain October.

Newcastle manager Sam
Allardyce hinted on Saturday that
Owen could be hack for the qualifi-
ers, but the former Liverpool star is
taking acautious approach.

"I shall cling to the hope | can
play for England but people must
accept that Newcastle have to
come first at' the moment,” Owen
told the News of The World. "1 don't
want ta tempt fate by making a
premature forecast.

"Medicaladvice will decide how
quickly I will be back in action. I'd
rather remain cautious at this stage
thansetanyunrealistic targets,

"But in the back of my mind,
befare T had the surgery, | had
focused on Newcastle's October 22
Premier League game against
Tottenham - the first after the
international break - for a possible
return.

"Anything before that, includ-
ing England’s two Euro qualifiers
-against Estonia and Russia, would
beabonus,

"I know It is going to be the
subject of national debate as to
whether [ will be fit to help England
qualify for next year's European
Championship finals but let's
adopt a little bit of caution and see
haw the next 10 days unfold.

“Newcastle pay my wages and |
have missed far o many games
since joining them to put them at
the back of the queue as far as
priorities go."

Van der Saar to
have tests on
foot injury

AFP, firrminglam

Edwin van der Saar will have pre-
cautionary scans on the font injury
hesuffered in Manchester United's
1-0 victary over Birmingham City
this weekend which kept the
Premiership Champions within
two points ofleaders Arsenal.

The Dutch international goal-
keeper was unable to continue
after half-time, after falling
heavily during the first half at St
Andrews and United have
already ruled him out of taking
part in Tuesday night's
Champions League Group game
against AS Roma at Old Trafford.

"Edwin has a problem with
tis foot and our medical people
are taking care of the situation.
They will have a better idea of
the problem after tests, but he is
unlikely to be fit to play against
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Werder Bremen defender Per Mertesacker (R) celebrates his goal with midfielder Diego during Bramen's emphatic 8-
1 rout of Ariminia Bielefeld in their Bundesliga clash at the WeserStadion in Bremen on Saturday.

BREMEN NET EIGHT GOALS

Toni keeps Bayern atop

AFP, Stutegart

Bayern Munich
are now four
points clear at
the top of the
Bundesliga as
the Miroslav
Klose-Luca
Toni double-
actstruck again
to seal a [-0 win over Dayer
Leverkusen on Saturday.

The duo now have 14 league
goals between them after eichr
games and the pair combined
again when German striker Klose's
pass just before half-time gave
ltalian World Cup winner Toni his
sixthigoal in justseven games.

The win leaves Bayern unde-
feated after eight games and with a
goal ditference of 19 already, it s
laoking more and more lkely they
will be croswned German chamipi-
ons for the 21st time al the end of
the seasar.

But Davern's chief executive
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge showed
his ruthless side after the game
when he called for specialist goal
judges after he insisted Bayern
were denied a late second goal by
thereferee’s decision.

"We need goal judges, who
signal to the referee whether it was
gate or not," sald the former
German international.

And despite their sixth win from
eight games, coach Ottmar Hitzfeld
wis not entirely satisfied with the

UNDES

"We did not find our rhythm in
the first half and lost too much
possession,

"Klose and Toni worry defences,
which is good from our point of
view, but we have to work harder to
supply them with good passession.

"In the second half, we were
more organised and played better.

“That was a hard fought victory
againstastrongopponent.”

There was an upset when
defending champions VIB Stuttgart
were humbled by resurgent Hansa
[HEISIATS

This was a third straight win for
Rostock, runners-up in the second
division last season, having lost
their first five games, and
Stuttgart's fifth defeat in eight
ganmes,

Rostock took the lead when
midlielder Tobias Rathgeb
smashed home his free-kick on 16
minutes and Stuttgart were 2-0
down when Brazilian defender
Orestes Alves scored two minutes
later.

Germany's player of the year
Mario Gomez hit a consolation
goal in the 7ird minute, butitwasa
poor performance from the side
whao face Barcelona at home in the
Champions League on Tuesday
night,

There was a goal fest at Werder
Bremen as they warmed up for their
Champions League clash with
Olympiacos on Wednesday night by
hammering Arminia Bielefeld 8-1.

and two headers by Boubacar
Sanogo, both of which were created
by in-form midfielder Diego, who
scared the last goal, sealed the rout,
The win puts Bremen fiith in the
table.

Bremen coach Thomas Schaaf
was delighted with his side's per-
formance ahead of their
Champions League game.

"I can only congratulate the
team,” said Schaaf.

"t was good for us to show whit
we can do up front, it is very good
for our self-confidence and it's
good for the goal difference.”

Hamburg conceded a late
equaliser to draw 2-2 with VI
Wollsburg, while Vil Bochum-
slugged it with Nuremberg untl a
later poal by Muremberg midfielder
Zvjerdan Misimovic gave the
German Cup holders a puint in the
3-3draw.

Last season's second-division
champions Karisruhe are now up
to third in the rable and earned
their fourth win from four games
with a 3-1 win at home to Borussia
Dortmund.

On Friday night, Schalke 01
maintained their unbeaten recard
witha L-Owinover Hertha Berlin.

Dut it came at a price with their
Turkish striker Halil Aluintop
limping off with a leg injury and
will miss the next three weeks,
including the Champions League
game against Rosenborg on

Rata will keep rotating

AFP, Wigan

Liverpool man-
' iper Rafa Benitez
saw Yossi
Benayoun clinch
a -0 win atWigan
and then defended his controversial
policy ofrotating his Anfield squad.

Benitez brought Israeli interna-
tional midfielder Benayoun off the
bench and he justified his manager's
faith with a spectacular 75th minute
solo effart, the only goal of a keenly-
cantested victory at the JIB Stadium
onSaturday.

The Liverpool manager alsa
handed a start o the club's record
signing, Spanish striker Fernando
Torres, who had sat out the two
previous league games which ended
in disappointing goalless stalemares
against Portsmouth and
Birmingham.

"If you can't find a solution then
you need craativity and quality and
that's what Yossi gave us," said
Henitez,

"He played well the other day and
we needed him here this afternoon.
We had chances ancd you need to take
those chances if you want an open
Bame, p

"Becuuse we couldn't, we needed
to bring on players with different
skills and that was good. T wanted 1o
use different players, with different
skills, and Yossi has the intelligence
torthis kindof game.

"Inthis case, [ needed to do differ-
ent things. [ wanted 1o rotate. |
changedYossi because Ineeded fresh
legs.

"Wigan were working hard in
midfeld and working hard to win
second balls but, in the end, when
yuuhave different playersindifferent
arews with quality that's the key when
youare ialking about atop side.”

The victory brought Liverpool to
within four points of the top of the
Premier League table and, despite a
growing army of critics, Benitez is
optimistic thathis team canlaunch a
concerted title challenge as the
sedson progresses, especially given

hispolicy ofresting pliyers.

"Last season, we were talking and
saying we weren't good encugh tobe
near the twp of the wmble," said
Denitez.

"Naw, we're near the top with one
game in hand. We're in a very good
position, better than last year and,
hopefully, we will be better at the end
oftheseason.”

Torres, who scored a hat-trick in
the midweek League Cup win at
Reading to earn a start at the JIB,
missed a handfulofhali-chances but
also earned the defence of his man-
ager.

"t's easy for me an the bench but
difficult for him on the pich,” said
Benitez, "But you have to analyse
them. One was bad luck, one was
difficult.”

Wigan could cougt themselves
unlucky, having had a first half "goal”
by Marcus Bent ruled our for offside
before wasting a glorious chance in
injury  time when the unmarkel
fulius Aghahowa headed wide with
thegoalathismercy.

"Texpected everything to end (p
(n the back of the net when that cross
went aver and [ wasn't too pleased
that it didn't,” sald Wigan manager
Chiris Hutchings. ;

"But in the second half, I was
pleased with our performance. We
can take positives out of the game,
not least they had to change things
around tohald onto thethree points.

"They have a fantastic squad with
quality players and with their rota-
tion systerm, they are still gewing
results. [ don't know why people are
knocking them.

“This is a team that won the
Champions League a couple of years
ago and got to the Final last year.
They'rea tough nuttocrack.

"People have criticised them but
sometimes you've got to give other
teams' credit for doing their home-
work.

"We aren't just lambs to the
slaughter. We had a game plan to
keep things dght for the first 20-25
minutesand it worked."

Grant defends

AFP, London

Chelsea manager
Aveam Grant
refused to criti-
cise his players
ifter they failed to
Fulham at Stamford

uvercome

Bridge.

The home players left the field o
a chorus of boos after this Premier
League stalemate and there is
deeper frustration aiter the sending
ofi of Didier Drogba and injury
sustained by captain John Terry.

Terry will undergo an operation
onacheekbbne fracture on Sunday
and is set to miss his side's ip w
Valencia in the Champions League
thiscomingweck.

Chelsea trail early league lead-
ars Arsenal by seven points alreacly,
but Israell manager Grant is refus-
ing to shiow roo much concern as
the pressure mounts on him o
reproduce the record of Jose

Mourinho.

"We had seven or eight chances,
which 15 good, but we did not
score,” he said, "I think it was not
our best game. We created enough
to win, but unfortunately we did
notscare.

"We need to score, and then we
need to win, Tcan'targue with this.
This gap there, anything can hap-
pen, but we need to score goals and
play heter.

"The players want to do that. We
need o improve a few things and
then wecan speak about the gap.”

Teery's Injury came after a first
half collision with Clint Dempsey.
He will now become a doubt for
England's upcoming Euro 2008
qualifyingmaiches,

“He wanted to continue,” Grant
said, "But we did not want to take
the risk. The players said it {the
challenge) was an elbow, but I have
notsevn areplayofit”

Chelsea

Chelsea dominated this west
London derby, but lacked the
attacking edge needed to carve
open this defiant Fulham defence.,

And even when they did find a
way through, goalkeeper Kasey
Keller denied them.

Andriy Sheveheno and Joe Cole
had their best efforts of the first
half, while Fulham had a half
hearted penalty appeal, against Tal
Ben Haim for handball, tmmed
down,

Keller made his best save of the
afternoon on 53 minutes, from
Salomon Kalou. The American
goalkeeper made a clever reaction
saveas the forward slid inon goal.

Claudio Pizarro replaced
Shevchenkao soon after, and while
the Peruvian substitute did not test
Keller, he did add a different shape
o the fronrline,

Joe Cole came agonisingly close
to an opener on 70 minutes, but
then Drogha received his red card.

flops

He had been booked earlier in the
game for dissent, and after a high
challenge on Chris Baird he was
shownasecond yellow card.

It was Fulham who finished the
game strongest, and should have
takenall three paints away.

Paul Konchesky raced away
from Alex eight minutes from
time, but saw his effort blocked
by the feet of Petr Cech. Then in
the final minute, Diomansy
Kamara wasted an opportunity as
Clint Dempsey narowly missed
his cross-cum-shot at the far
post.

CAnyane would settle for a
point at Chelsea,” said manager
Lawrie Sanchez. "But when you
are that close to ending their
record youthink, 'Tet's take it'.

"We anly gor a point, but thar
sums up our season in the league.
We have not got justdesserts for the
polntswe have aceumulated.”

Lyonin
familiar
ground

AFP, fyon

Champions Lyon resumed their
traditional place atop the French
league with a 3-0 victory over
Lens at their Gerland Stadium on
Saturday.

Lyan coach Alain Perrin had
been under intense pressure to
take the three points from the
delayed match and move up
from fourth place in the league,

And his side duly delivered as
they warmed up for Tuesday
nignt's Chammpions League game
here against Scottish side
Rangers with goals from

Roma," said Sir Alex Ferguson, f . !{’-Il‘men L«;{!r;?-bl ll_l]p at h:llf'"g? Wedngsd Hrazilian Fabio Santos, Swede
the Manchester United manager. Hedfprmonee. HHCLIWD FORS UMY L IURD sumeloa eguricay Kim Kallstrom and Karim
The loss of the experienced Benzema.

goalkeeper is a major worry to
Ferguson ahead of the meeting
with the Serie A side, who are
determined to avenge their 7-1
humiliation against the English
Premier League Champions in
lastseason's competition.

Van der Saar has not con-
ceded a goal in seven hours and
44 minutes since he was beaten
by Manchester City's Brazilian
striker Geovanni's deflected
effort off Nemanja Vidic caused
them ro lose the Manchester
derby against Sven-Goran
Eriksson'ssideon 19 August,

Tomasz Kuszczak, signed
from Championship side West
Bromwich Albion permanently

Hleb seriously injured

Football

AFEP, fandan

Arsene Wenger admitted a serious
injury to Alesander Hleb had
stripped the gloss from Arsenal's 1-
Ovictory atWest Ham.

The Belarussian international
was stretchered off mid-way
through the first half at Upton Park
after being felled by a crude, shin-
highlunge from Mark Noble.

The referee Alan Wiley awarded

lang-standing knee injury.

Wenger's mood may have been
soured by Hleb's injury, but thiswas
still an immensely satisfying after-
noon for his talented youngside.

A first victory in four attempts
aver their east London rivals main-
tained Arsenal's position at the head
of the English Premier League and
stretched their unbeaten run this
season to an impressive 11
matches.

Their latest success was
sealed by Robin van Persie's
well-taken [3th-minute goal, the

to Parker's injury, the manager saw
his cenme-half Anton Ferdinand
limp off with a hamstring strain,
while Craig Bellammy is stll strug-
gling to recover from a troublesome
groininjury.

"It's been this way ever since |
have been at the club and we'll just
have to cope with it," he said. "But
['ve said to the lads that they worked
ashard as they could.

"We're disappointed we couldn't
getbackinit:ifwe had, itwould have
been anyone's match.”

The win puts Lvon joint top
with Nancy on 19 points after
nine pames. Nancy have a game
in hand, however. Perrin
expressed his delight that his
strategy is falling into place.

"Evervthing is running like
clockwork. We wanted a victory
to give us o confidence boost but
also o win in style. We did whiat
we wanted ahead of meeting
Glasgow Rangers,” he said.

"The team are heginning to
gel and work well together,
which gives me confidence for
what we are [rying to put in
place. Now we have to focus on
Tuesday's Champlons League
match which will be difficult to

PHOTO: AFP

Bayern Munich striker Luca Toni (R) attends the traditional Oktoberfest festival with his girlfriend Marta Cecchetto
wearingtraditional Bavarian attire in Munich on Sunday.
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