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Twno days later Shine Pukur
Holdings Ltd submitted an appli-
cation for & loan of Tk 74 crore to
Sonali Bank. The following day the
bank granted a loan of Tk 70.20
crore for the project outlined for

developing Gulshan Lake Town on .

14.30 acres of land, and for Suncity
inSavaron 128 acresofland.

Despite objections from Sonali
Bank GM Nurul Huda, its ex-DGM
(local office) ASM Nurul Haque
recommended for the loan. Subject
to the recommendation, on August
5, 1998 the 590th board meeting of
the bank decided to dishurse the
loan to theconsortium.

The case also mentioned that
principal accused Mahmudur
Rahman drew Tk 60 crore of the
loan sometime between August 13,
1998 and February 16, 1999.

FOUR CASES AGAINST
ATIKULLAH KHAN MASUD

The ACC yesterday also filed four
cases against Managing Director of
Globe Constructions Ltd Atikullah
Khan Masud and a number of
former officials of Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartripakkha (Rajuk) for
obtaining building designs for the
company and stealing related
government documents in conniv-
ancewith the Rajuk officials,

In the cases filed with Motijheel
Police Station three including
Masud, also Janakantha editor,
weremadeaccused.

ACC Deputy Assistant Director
Mahmud Hasanfiled the cases.

The complainant in the first
case mentioned that ex-authorised
officer of Rajuk Fouji Mohammad
bin Farid and ex-building inspec-

US Embassy
in Baghdad
rips Iraq
partition plan

AP, Baghdad

The US Embassy yesterday crid-
cized a Senate resolution that
could lead to adivision of the coun-
try into sectarian or ethnic territo-
ries, agreeing with a swath of [ragi
leaders in saying the proposal
"would produce extraordinary
sufferingand bloodshed.”

Northwest of the capital, US
aircraft killed more than 20 al-
Qaida fighters who opened fire on
them, the military said Sunday.

Theunusual statement from the
Poah administration came just
hoursafterrepreacnmtives of lrag's
major political parties denounced
the U.S. Senate proposal calling for
i limited centralized government
with the bulk of the power given o
the country's Shiite, Sunni or
Kurdish regions, saying it would
seriously hamper Iraq's luture
stability.

“"Our goal in lraq remains the
same: aunited, democratic, federal
Iraq that can govern, defend, and
sustain itself,” the statement said.
“Iraq's leaders must and will ake
the lead in determining how (o
achieve these national aspirations.

. attempts to partition or divide
Iraq by intimidation, force or other
means into three separate states
would produce extraordinary
suffering and bloodshed."”

The nonbinding Senate resolu-
tion adopted last week calls for [raq
to be divided into federal regions
under control of Kurds, Shiites and
Sunnis in a power-sharing agree-
ment similar to the one that ended
the 1990s war in Bosnia. Sen.
Joseph Biden, D-Del., was a prime
sponsorofthe measure.

The firefight between the U.5.
aircraft from the Ist Air Cavalry
Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division and
the insurgent fighters occurred
Saturday about 17 miles northwest
of the capital, the statement said.

Khaleda-
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cannot give approval for filing such
acase, theyadded.

Asked about whether investiga-
tion of the case will go on, Barrister
Khokan said the court did not say
anythingspecificin this regard.

In reaction to the interim bail
order and the rule issued on the
government, ACC Secretary
Mokhles Ur Rahman yesterday told
reporters, "We respect the court's
decision.”

In reply to a query, he said the
complainant filed the case as part
ofhis joh.

Meanwhile, sources at the
Attorney General's Office said the
government would appeal to the
Supreme Court (SC) against the HC
decisions.

SCONMOUDUD DETENTION
UNB reports: The Appellate
Division of the SC yesterday sum-
marily dismissed the government's
petition seeking a stay on the HC
ruling that had declared illegal
former law minister Moudud
Ahmed's detention under the
Special PowersAct.

A foursmember bench with
Chiel Justice M Ruhul Amin in the
chair passed the order.

Upon a petition, the HC ruled
against the derention on

ntember 12,

The joint forces arrested the
BNP leader at.his Gulshan resi-
denee on April 13. He was initially
served with a 30-day detention

order that was later extended by -

another 19days.

tor Sohrab Mian illegally took
financial assistance from Masud
and helped him obtain design of a
15-storey building on Outer
Circular Road.

Although the design was not
approved by the Building
Construction Committee of Rajuk,
Fouji signed the design giving it a
fake appraval,

On July 3. the investigators
wanted back the file of approval
through Rajuk chairman. But
Sahrab collected the documents
and stole itto hide the corruption.

The second case was filed
against Rajuk authorised officer
SM Asaduzzaman, Masud and
Rajuk MLSS Akram Hossain for the
similar charges. The third case was
also filed for similar charges
againstex- Rajuk authorised officer
ATM Kamruzzaman Khan and ex-
buildinginspector Sohrab Mian.

The ACC filed the fourth case
against Atikul, his wife Shamima A
Khan, their sons--Mishal A Khan
and Jishal A Khan--yesterday in
connection with concealing infor-
mationabout their actual wealthin
their wealth statement submitted
tothe ACC.

ACC Assistant Deputy Director
Mahmud Hasan in the case filed
with Ramna Police Station men-
tioned that they concealed wealth
worth around Tk 1.4 crore and the
ACC discovered that around Tk
1.14 crore of wealth did not match
with their known sources of
income.

THREE CASES AGAINST AL
LEADER OBAIDUL QUADER

ACC Assistant Director Ashraful
Islam filed three bribery cases
against detained Awami League
Joint General Secretary and former
state minister for youth, sports and
cultural affairs Obaidul Quader
with Paltan Police Station yester-
day.

In the case, the complainant
said the accused while at the helm
of the ministry took bribes to help
bidders win tender of different
development activities under
Mational Sports Council and obtain
billafterwork.

In the cases the complainant
mentioned that Obaidul Quader
took Tk 37 lakh, Tk 57 lakh and Tk
47 lakh from three contractors on
different dates between lanuary 1,
1999 and December 31, 1999,
FORMER LAWMAKER
GIASUDDIN AHMED SUED
A charge of evading Tk 15.6 lakh
Wasa taxes has been filed against
foriter  Nirdyingan]- Tawmaler
from BNP Giasuddin Ahmed yes-
terday, reports our Marayangan
carrespondent,

Dhaka Water and  Sewerage
Authority (Wasaj filed the case
against Giasuddin, who allegedly
abused power to evade taxes on
deep wibe-wells installed at his
ready-made garment [actory
Dream Fashion Garments, Kasfah
Shopping Centre and a three-
storey building in Siddhirgang.

Wasa Deputy Tax Officer
Mizanur Rahuman filed the case
against Giasuddin, who did not pay
the permission fee, permission
renewal fee, fines and late fees,

According to the 1996 Wasa
ordinance, permission is required
for all deep tube-wells under its
jurisdiction.

CPB demands
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about demaocratic reforms within
political parties, the CP'B president
said democracy cannot be estab-
lished through undemocratic
MEins.

Explaining the difficulties CPB
has been encountering practising
democracy in the party, Manjurul
said the party was scheduled to
holdits 9th congress in May, but the
meet could not be held back then
dueto the ongoing ban on politics.

According to-the constitution of
CPB, hefore holding a congress, the
party has to hold meetings at the
grassroots level -- which too is not
possible under the current restric-
tions, headded.

Regarding the ongoing drive
against corruption, he said the
sociu sconomic structure of the
country is responsible for breeding
corruption in the country, Nobody
can expect to bring an end to cor-
ruption with the existing socio-
economic structure intact, he
observed.

To combat carruption, he advo-
cated for launching a leftist plat-

form as well as a united movement-

for bringing in radical reformsinall
spheres of national life.

CPB President Manjurul Ahsan
Khan read out a written statement
at the programme where CPB
General Secretary Mujahidul Islam
Selim, presidium members Rubin
Hossain Prince, Sved Abu Jafar
Ahmed, Shahadat Hossain and
Muhammad Shanh Alam were also
present,

Tk 19 lakh mugged
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motorbike stopped them. Some of
their accomplices also reached the
spot by an auto-rickshaw.

When Jahangir, one of the staff,
tried to resist the muggers, they
fired on him leaving him wounded.

Local people caught one of the
muggers while others managed to
flee with the money.

Jahangir was sent to Chittagong |

Medical College Hospital (CMCEH).
A case was filed with Sitakunda
Police Station.

Adviser Matin
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officially announce the list after the
chiefadviser'sapproval.

Journalists on Thursday received
an unsigned copy of alist containing
niumes of 80 high-profile corruption
suspects, including BNP leader and
Dhaka city Mayor Sadeque Hossain
Khoka, five former BMP ministers,
Awami League (AL} leaders Tofail
Ahmed and Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury and former caretaker
government adviser Justice Fazlul
Haque.

“So far as [ know, no ane will be
arrested now on the basis of the
notice,” Mainul tald reporters, add-
ingthat the governmentis pondering
about "doing something" for the
businessmen. "They [businessmen]
will have to pay penalty. The govern-
ment is weighing means so that they
can continue their businesses,” he
said.

Confirming the names on the
latest list, NCC chief and
Communications Adviser MA Matin
said alist of 222 corruption suspects,
including the latest 80, will be pub-
lished soon. The 142 names pub-
lished earlier by the Anti-Carruption
Commission (ACC) will be there on
thelist,

The 80 new names have been put
onthelistaftercompletion of prelim-
inary inquiry, Matin told journalists
after a review meeting on the devel-
aopment projects of Bangladesh
Railwayat the Rail Bhaban.

"Evidence collected so far has
proved the allegations against these
80 persons true to some extent,” he
said.

In reply toa question he said, "We
are not going to publish any new list
further because we want to remove
the worry in people's mind. Tt is also
because the number of cases against
these 222 suspects will be several
hundred and we want to complete all
these by December.

"But it does not mean that
nobody will indulge in corruption
later and none will be tried," he
clarified.

A total of 360 cases have already
been filed against the 142 carrup-
tion suspects whose names were
published by the ACC carlier.

Akbar, sons, wife
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In the complaint, Kabir said Sobhan
and others repeatedly gave false
information to the income tax
department abou their real income
and expenditure and did not show
theirincome taxreturn.

Earlier on July 25, a Dhaka court
issued warrant of arrest against
them.

Police on August 4 attached the
movible and immovable property
of Sobhun and his family and sealed

Tthédr Gulshan house following a

courtorder passed on July 31,

A Dhaka court an September 25
issued warrant of arrest against
Bashundhara Group Chairman
Sobhan alias Shah Alam and 22
athers in caonnection with another
graftcase.

Sanbir, son of Sobhan, is also an
accused in Humayun Kabir Sabbir
killing case. A Dhaka court issued
arrest warrant against him on July 9
and also asked authorities to send
the warrant through Interpol to
bringhim backto Bangladesh.

BNP EX-LAWMAKER GRAFT
CASE

Meanwhile, judgment in the
graft case against detained former
fawmaker of BNP Manjurul Ahsan
Munshi, his wife and two sons was
naot given yesterday as Judge Ashraf
Hossain of the Fifth Special Court
hasnotrecovered fromillness.

Judgment in the case will be
givenon October 9.

The judge fell il on September
20, the ecarlier date of delivering
verdict, and fixed September 30 for
thenext day forverdict,

On March 27, the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) filed
the case with Gulshan Police Station
against Manjurul, his wife Mazeda
Ahsan and their sons Rizviul Ahsan
and Rezwanul Ahsan for submit-
ting "false” wealth statement to the
watchdog.

UK envoy
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more worse countries in the world
like South Africa were they have
found a way for national reconcili-
atian.

Anwar said Bangladesh now
stands at a crossroad of breaking or
making. “It's a crossroad of begin-
ning of a new journey”

Welcoming the election
roadmap, he said the country
needs to institwtionalise funda-

" mentals of democracy like political

parties, government, parliament,
police and other institutions
through reforms.

“You should ensure that there is
no slippage of the roadmap and to
check the slippage, the election
should be held assoon as passible,”
the British HC said.

Reminding the responsibility of
journalists, he said some people
may have luxury of being irrespon-
sible, butjournalists cannot.

Praising the courage and com-
mitment of the Bangladeshi jour-
nalists, he said many journalists
have been killed in 2005-2006 for
writing against terrorism and
corruption,

Chowdhury said at the juncture
of the nation, journalists must
uphold their commitment to make
the complicated things easier
through their analytical writings.
tle also favored freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of the press
saying that democracy and free
press go handinhand.

DCAB President Anis Alamgir
and General Secretary Rahit Azaz
spokeon

the occasion. Jatiya Press Club
President Shawkat Mahmud and
General Secretary Kamal Uddin
were present.

NEWS

EC denies allegation
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commission before the 2001 parlia-
mentary election, sparking wide-
spread criticism against it, in the face
of which the erstwhile president
repealed the provision by promul-
gatinganotherordinance.

Our Chittagong correspondent
reported that at the views exchange
meeting in the Theatre Institute of
Chittagong (TIC) auditorium, CEC
Huda said registration of political
parties is @ must Lo ensure (ranspar-
encyand accountabilityinthem.

rding the demand of some
political partesSTor not allowin
theocratic obscurantist politica li
parties like Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh to register as contestants
in elections, the CEC said the com-
mission does not have the authority
totake adecisiononthe matter.

"We have nothing to do with the
matter as itisa political issue and the
political forces should resolve it,"
Hudasaid.

Some political parties partici-
pated in joint movements with
theocratic parties while some others
formed a government with them, he
said .delnb s thatitisa matter of them
andnotEC's.

There is no scope of denying the
right to registration to any theocratic
political party, said the CEC.

Heurgedthe people ofallsections
to help the EC in completing the
work of preparing a correct and
proper fresh voter list with photo-
graphsontime.

The work of field level data collec-
tion through door to door visits in 41
wards under CCC will start on
October 22 while the data entry and
the work of voter registration with
digitised photographs is scheduled
to cgin on November 5, sources in
the District Election Office saidl.

At the meeting senior officials of
the local administration and election
officials were also present.

Meanwhile election commis-
sioners --- Sohul and Sakhawat ---
said the ECis not trying to control the
parties.

"We never want to control the
political parties. We just want to
ensure financial me-pesrcnc;r and
practice of democricy within them,”
Sahul told reporters in his office in
the ECSecretariat.

Echoing Sohul, Election
Commissioner Sakhawat said finan-
cial transparency and accountability
is an imperative within the political

parties that will contest to run the
country.

"In absence of a system of regis-
tering the political parties, the
Election Carmmission does not have
any information about them. But
once theregistration willbe done, the
political parties will be officially
obliged to inform the commission
about any change in themselves,” he
said.

Both the election commissioners
said once the registration system is
intraduced, the political parties will
have to submit their annual audit
reports of incomes and expendi-
tures.

They said a number of political
parties applied to the EC expressing
their interest in sitting in dialogues
with the commission on electoral
reforms. Now, the EC is seeking some
information about the parties to see
whether they are eligible for invita-
tionstathe talks, theyadded,

In response to the applications,
the EC Secretariat on last Thursday
sentletters seekinginformation from
the interested parties, to scrutinise
their eligibility for invitations in I|L,hl
ofthe EC'sseteriteria.

To be cligible for an mul.mun to
the talks, a political party must have
secured at least one parlismentary
seat in any general election since
Bangladesh's independence, or it
must have secured at least 2 percent
of cast votes in any general election
since the independence, or it must
have commiitees in 32 districts and
in all upazila headquarters under
those districts with a minimum of
1,000 members in each district unit
and 200 members in each upazila
unit.

"Paolitical parties meeting the
criteria will be invited for the talks,"
Election Commissioner Sohulsaid.

He also said the commission sent
a reply to a BNP's letter which had
alleged that the EChas been showing
reluctance in communicating with
the party regarding the dialogues.
“We informed BNP that the allega-
tionisnotcorrect,” Sohul said.

BNP recently submited aletter to
the chief election commissioner
alleging that the EC has been show-
ing reluctance in communicating
with it based on the opinions of the
loyalists of expelled BNP secretary
gﬁncml Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan.

nior officials in the EC Secretariat
however said they have yet to send a
replyto BNP'sallegation.

DU professors
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accounts of the incidents for nearly
six hours. They were not allowed 1o
talk to the newspersons waiting
outside when they were being taken
away,

Talking to the reporters after the
teachers’ departure, Justice Habibur
Rabiman said, "This is the first timein
Bangladesh that any detained per-
san wats produced before a judicial
commission."

Quating Prof Anwar Hossain,
general secretary of Dhaka
University Teachers' Association
(Duta), Justice Habibur said that Prof
Anwar was not present when the
‘unfortunate incident' at DU gyimna-
siwm took place. Later, Prof Anwar
went to hospital to see the injured
students, headded.

Regarding the teachers' expres-
sion of solidarity with the agitating
students, Justice Habibur quoted
Prof Anwar as saying thataround two
hundred fifty teachers were present
at the Duta meeting and the meet-
ing's outcome was neither his nor
ProfAmin's personal decision.

Quoting Prof Amin, president of
Duta, he said Prof Amin was not
wesent at the first Duta meeting.

ater, he joined the procession
organised by Duta from Aparajeyo
Banglato Central Shaheed Minar:

Replying to a question about
whcthurthcruwﬂ.-mny legal barrierto
any detained person’s talking to the

media, Justice Habibur said, "Tt wasa
long-standing convention that the
detained people will not talk to the
media. But it was broken when Prof
Anwar was allowed to talke to the
mediaon thecourtpremises.”

When his attention was drawn to
the fact that since the detained
teachers and students are being wied
in courts, what would be the legal
status of the probe commission’s
report, he said, "Once the probe
commission’s report is published,
any court can take it into account
However, it would not be mandatory
forthem."”

Justice Habibur said that
although the government has
formed the commission to investi-
gate the incidents, it is not manda-
tory for the government to act on the
commission'srecommendations.

He reiterated that the probe
report would not be influenced by
any party or quarter.

The commission was formed on
August 25 to investigate the violence
on DU campus during August 20 and
21 and was given 15 working days'
time to submit its report. The time
wats later extended by 20 days.

Detained DU Social Science
Faculty Dean Prof Harun or Rashid,
Prof Nim Chandra Bhoumik, and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal President
Azizul Bari Helal will be produced
befarethe commissiontoday.

ACC quizzes
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in connection with awarding the
container-handling job at Dhaka
Inland Container Depot (1CD) and
Chittagong Port ICD yard to "inept”
Gatco.

"The PSCchairman, a former and
an incumbent secretary gave their
statement to the commission today
[Sundayl]. They gave statements after
seeing documents regarding the
case," said ACC Secretary Mukhles
Ur Rahman.

Following the ACC's summaons,
Sadat Hossain, who was cabinet
secretary when Gatco won the job,
appeared before the commission
around 10:00am yesterday.

Zulfikar and Ismail, the joint
cabinet secretary of that time, also
appeared before the commission
and gave theirstatements.

"I gave information about the
matters the commission wanted to
know from me regarding the case
and about what had happened
during that time,” Sadat told journal -
ists.

"I have informed them about the
records and evidence available. I did
notsayanything beyond the record,”
Ismailsaid.

"As the case is still under process,
it is not wise to pass any comment
regarding the case. [ have a fixed
timeframe and [ am trying to com-
plete the job within the stpulated
period,” Johirul said.

A three-member investigation
committee consisting the 10 and
national taskforce members Maj
Mustafa Kamal and Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
Inspector Nurul Islam quizzed the
three.

The remaining four summoned
Thursday will appear before the
commission today to give their
statements. They are ATM Nurul

Islam, former additional secretary to
the Prime Minister's Office, Nazrul
Islam, former energy secretary,
Manik Lal Samaddar, former secre-
tary to the Implementation,
Manitoring and Evaluation Division
{IMED) of the planning ministry and
Mirza Tosaddok Hossain Begh,
formerinformationsecretary.

The commission on September
25also questioned five former minis-
ters of Khaleda Zia's cabinet in con-
nection with the case. The former
ministers are M Saifur Rahman, who
chaired the purchase committee
then as the finance minister, Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, Matiur Rahman
Nizami, M Shamsul Islam and MK
Anwar.

Former commerce minister Amir
Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury did
notshowupas heisabsconding.

The commission is o quiz two
other detained former ministers--
former health minister Khandaker
Mosharralf Hossain and ex-state
minister for energy AKM Mosharraf
Hossain--by theend ofthis week.

The ACC Deputy Director Golam
Shahriar Chowdhury filed the case
with Tejgaon Police Station on
September 2 against Khaleda and 12
others, including her younger son
Arafat Rahman Koko, in connection
with violating tender rules in
appointing Gatco, an indenting
house, for cantainer management at
Dhakaand Chittagong PortICDs.

Meanwhile, the ACC secretary
yesterday said they did not receive
any new list of corruption suspects,
which was published in different
dailies Friday. He said once they
received the list, they would initiate
investigations.

The secretary also urged all to be
cautious about some people whoare
intimidating others over wlephone
claimingtobe ACC uificials.

Harris Chy

FROM PAGE 16
operation o arrest bigwigs for their
alleged corruption charges.

The casewas filed on March 25, as
Harris took a private car ol National
Tea Company by abusing power and
handeditoverto Badalforuse.
PABAN CASE
Metropolitan Magistrate SM
Moinuddin Ahmed set the date
following a time petition by Paban’s
lawyers.

Paban was absent in the court
yesterday for four consecutive dates
because ofillness.

Sub-Inspector of Detective
Branch of Police Syed Selim Masud,
also the investigation officer (10) of
the case, pressed charges against the
fouron December 28 last year.

“The criminals carjacked a Toyoia
Premio from the owner at gunpoint
from the city's Motijheel area on
October 173, 2005,

The Detective Branch of Police
arrested Paban with the stolen vehi-
cle from Bailey Road area on June 7
lastyear.

DIPJOLCASE

Judge (In-charge) Mohammad Abul
Bashar of the First Additional
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court
passed the order, as Dipjol failed to
comply with its earlier order to
appearbeforeir.

Earlier, the same court had issued
arrest warrants against Dipjol after
NBR's Deputy Tax Commissioner
Mohammad Muhtasibur Rahman
filedthe case.

The complainant said Dipjol,
proprictor of Dipjol Food Industries
Limited, had evaded income tax
upon his earnings of Tk 121,402,999
from fiscal year 1989 1o 2007.

Earlier, Dipjol was awarded 27
years' rigorous imprisonment for
possessing illegal firearms and
ammunitionathis Mirpurresidence.
BAHAUDDIN CASE
Hearing on charge framing of the
sedition case filed against
Swechchhasebak League President
AFM Bahauddin Nasim will be held
anOctober?.

Police filed the case on March 11
in 2002 accusing Nasim of acting
against the country's sovercignty
andamishingitsimage abroad.

Mohammad Dulal Uddin Akond,
Assistant Superintendent of Police of
CID's Faridpur zone, arrested Nasim
on February 27, 2002 at Zia
International Airport and seized
$6,300, three passports, two tickets,
eightbooksandanumberofCds.

Outlaw killed

FROM PAGE 16 _
enforcers, the outlaws fired on
them prompting the policemen to
retaliate.

Zohurul received bullets during
the "shootout” while his accompli-
ces managed to flee.

He was taken to the Kushtia
General Hospital where the on-
dutydactordeclared him dead.

Police recovered a revolver and
two rounds ofbullet from the spot.

Zohurul was accused in seven
cases on different charges includ-
ing murder, police said.

Chuadanga police arrested four
members of Communist War, a
faction of Purbo Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP-ML), in
different areas of Alamdanga
upazila.

Palice said they held its regional
leader Abzal Hossain, 30, from his
house at Bhangbaria in Alamdanga
upazila at about 10.30pm on
Saturday.

Acting on his information,
police arrested three other mem-
bersofthe outfit.

They are Hasibul, 32, son of
Mabis Uddin at Kalidaspur village,
Mizanur Rahman, 36, son of Sadi
uddin at Nawdapara and Zahid
Hossain, 38, son of Abdul Zalil in
Alamdangaupazila.

Tax amnesty time
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Saturday 25927 people legalised
about Tk 3,645 crore paying taxes
worth Tk 595 crore.

The NBR chairman said the
government's changed atiwde
towards the ongoing anti-
corruption drive--its assurance
that no fresh list of graft suspects
will be prepared--may have
encouraged the rich to refrain from
disclosing theirincome.

“Ffhe affluent might have
thaught that they would get oppor-
tunity to spend their hidden
income on the coming festivals,
including the Eids, and the year-
long elections next year," Badiur
said.

. Replying to a question, he said if
the Election Commission makes it
mandatory for all election candi-
dates to submit their wealth state-
ments and if it seeks the candi-
dates' wealth statements, the NBR
will provideit.

Badiur told reporters that those
whodisclosed theirincome will not
be asked for their sources of
income further.

The opportunity was granted on
June 5 for people who earned
money legally but did not disclose
that for various reasons. The previ-
ous time limit for this was July 31
but the NBR extended it following
requests from different sections of
people.

Badiur said the NBR will go for
tougher action against those who
still possess undeclared taxable
income.

The NBR chairman said the
culture of extending tume for sub-
mitting income tax return will be
discarded from the next fiscal year.
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LLDP,. Gono For

FROM PAGE 16

Forum leaders Abdur Rauf and
Muostafa Mohsin Montu were pres-
entatthe meetingamong others.

"We want to reach a national
consensus to restore democracy
and for a free and fair clection,”
LDP secretary general Maj Mannan
said.

While speaking with reporters,
Gono Forum leader Abdur Rauf
said, "They (LDP) are a like-
minded political party and we look
forward to working with them.”

Asked about the possibility of
forming a political alliance with
LDE the Gono Forum leader said,
"Time will only tell.”

Earlier on Thursday, LDP
(Badruddoza) held a meeting with
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD). The
meeting, the first of a series of
meetings planned with different
political parties, is seen as an initia-
tive to take a unified stand during
dialogues with the Election
Commission (EC) as well as to form
a political alliance ahead of the
next general elections, said
sources,

However, the EC has not yet
issued any invitation letter to the
LDP or the Gono Forum asking
them to sit for reform talks with the
electoral body as both the parties
do not meet the criteria set by the
EC, said sourcesat EC. L

According to the policy set by
:C, for a political party to be
cligible to receive invitation to

the talks, a political party must
have secured at least one parlia-
mentary seat in any general elec-
tion since the independence of
Bangladesh, or it must have
secured at least 2 percent of cast
votes in any general elections
since the independence, or it
must have. committees in 32
districts and in all upazila head-
quarters under those districts
with a minimum of 1,000 mem-
bers in each district unit and 200
members in each upazila unit.

Meghnaghat
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submit the 510 million security
depositbefore December 2007,

This prompted the power min-
istry to ask the PDB to follow the
due legal course regarding the
Meghnaghat phase-2 power pro-
ject.

Orian Group's Obaidul Karim,
who had bagged many large-scale
contracts during the five-year BINP-
led alliance goveinment's rule,
made BON Consortium. BON
initially stood for Belhasa (UAE),
Orion Power (Bangladesh) and
Nisso Eiwi (Japan), where Nisso
was the lead bidder in the project's
tender. Neither Belhasa nor Orion
qualifies for this power project,
while Nisso's experience qualified
BON's bid. But after the bid selec-
tion, German company Steag
replaced Nisso.

Opposition vows
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foranother five-yearterm,

"The other candidates raised
objections to Musharraf's nomina-
tion but they were not accepted,”
commission secretary Kanwar
Dilshad told AFP.

Former prime minister Benazir
Bhutto's Pakistan People's Party
said it would challenge the com-
mission's decision.

"We have decided file a petition
in the Supreme Court on Monday,”
Bhutto's spokesman Farhatwllah
Babartold AFE

He said the petition was being
filed by Makhdoom Amin Fahim,
the vice-chairman of Benazir's
party, who is standing against
Musharrafin the poll.

Musharraf's other rival is
Wajihuddin Ahmad, a former judge
who refused o swear allegiance to
Niusharraf after the 1999 coup in
whichhe seized power,

Fahim will ask the court to
"stay” the presidental election
until the final decision on his peti-
tion. "Of course, this is one of the
demands,” Babar said. "The real
legalbattle will start now.”

Separately, a multi-party oppo-
sition alliance, which includes
former premier Nawaz Sharif's
party, also vowed to challenge
Musharraf's nomination.

"Thewarwill continue,” Sharif's
party official Siddiqul Farooq told
AFP "The fight will notbe aver even

if the presidential vote is not post-
poned.”

The alliance leaders have vowed
that opposition MPs will resign en
masse on Tuesday. Senior alliance
leader Raja Zafar ul Haq said he had
already received resignations of 84
federal and 162 provincial lawmak-
€rs.

Musharraf is almost certain to
win the election, given that it
involves the national and provin-
cial parliaments, in which his allies
holda majority.

Musharraf, who seized power in
a bloodless coup in October 1999,
has been on a collision course with
lawyers since his botched bid 10
oust chief judge Iftikhar
Muhammad Chaudhry in March.

Pakistan's lawyers have called a
nationwide strike for Monday,
when theywillBugBatilede cedurs
and stage protests, =

Musharraf faces further trouble
on Octeber I8 when Benazlr has
vowed to return from self-iinposed
exile. Talks on a possible power-
sharing deal between Mushareral
and Benazir have stalled.

Sharif, whom Musharraf ousted
eight years ago, will make another
attempt to return to Pakistan from
exile around the same date, his
brother said in a television inter-
view.

Sharif was deported to Saudi
Arabia on September 10 hours after
returning to Pakistan from London.

UN envoy meets
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70,000 people turned out.

The junta, which has a long
history of snuffing out dissent,
cracked down Wednesday and
Thursday, opening fire into a crowd
of peaceful protesters and arresting
scores. Though the official death
toll is L0, foreign diplomats and
dissident groups say the number is
likely much higher.

Despite Gambari's meetings, it
was not clear how much influence
the junta will allow him to exert on
Myanmar's affairs.

The UN has repeatedly failed to
bring about a reconciliation
between the military government
and the pro-democracy opposi-
tion. Gambari and his predecessor,
Razali Ismail of Malaysia, have also
failed to secure freedom for Suu
Kyi, the 1991 Nobel Peace prize
winner who has come to symbolize
the struggle for democracy in
Myanmar.

Her National League for
Democracy party won the 1990
general elections, which the junta
called after crushing a much larger
pro-democracy movementin 1988,
But the party was never allowed to
take power, and many of its top
members were jailed. Suu Kyi has
spent 12 of the last 18 years under
house arrest.

On Sunday, the number of
troops in Yangon, the largest city,
swelled to about 20,000 after rein-
forcements arrived overnight,
ensuring that almost all demon-
strators would remain off the
streets, an Asian diplomat said on
conditionofanonymity.

"The security forces are demon-
strating their strength," he said. "I
think the chance of protesters
coming to the road and mobilizing
enough people to topple the junta
iszero."

A few monks were seen in a
neighbourhood on their custom-
ary morning round foralms,

"We are not going to protest any
more. Rather we will conduct
peaceful protests. We Buddhists
believe that dhamma (Buddha's
teachings) will finally win over
evil," said one monk.

People suspected of leading or
organizing this week's rallies con-

tinue to be arrested, the Asian
diplomar said, estimating the total
number could be as high as 1,000,
including several prominent mem-
bers af the NLD. They joined an
estimated 1,100 other political
detainees who have languished in
jails since before the current tur-
moil began.

With the main prison over-
crowded, people are now being
detained in university buildings
and educational institutes, he said.

Monks and residents spoke on
condition of anonymity fearing
reprisals.

"We apologise to foreigners for
feeling unsafe .. People in this
country are very nice and gentle,
but the sbldiers are very rough,”
said one resident.

A resident who idenified him-
self as Ko Hla wrote on his Internet
blog that troops in downtown
Yangon were searching every bag.
"If someone pot caught with a
camerainit, they would arrest him.
They arrested anyone that they
suspect,” hewrote.

The crackdown has triggered an
unprecedented verbal flaying of
Myanmar's generals from almost
every corner of the world even
some criticism from No. 1 ally
China, which said it was "very
much concerned about the current
situation.”

It urged the ruling junta to
"exercise restraint and use peacé:
ful means to restore its stability as
soonas possible.”

Many people see China,
Myanmar's biggest trading part-
ner, as the most likely outside
catalystforchange.

But China, India and Russia do
not seem prepared o go heymul
words in dealing with the junta,
ruling out sanctions as they jostle
for a chance to get 4t Myanmar's
bountiful and largely untapped
natural resources, espacially its oil
and gas.

The Association nf Southeast
Asian Nations, or Asean, a 10-
member bloc, which includes
Myanmar, has expressed its "revul-
sion” at the crackdown, but given
no indication that it is considering
an expulsionoranyotheraction.



