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Athletics

Basketball

Chess

Table tennis

2006

Golf

(all 1400GMT unless stated) 
Saturday 
Fiorentina v Atalanta (1700GMT), AC 
Milan v Roma (1930GMT) 
Sunday 
Ascoli v Empoli, Catania v Livorno, Lazio 
v Udinese, Messina v Cagliari, Palermo v 
Torino, Parma v Inter Milan (1930GMT), 
Sampdoria v Chievo, Siena v Reggina 

FIXTURES 

PHOTO: AFP

South African left-arm spinner Paul Harris lets rip during the last day's play 
against Patron's XI at the National Bank Sports Complex in Karachi yesterday.

Terry denies
FROM PAGE 20

same this time."

With 60 goals in European 

competition (47 in the Champions 

League), Shevchenko sits along-

side former AC Milan teammate 

Filippo Inzaghi two goals behind 

Gerd Muller's record.

However he insists as nice as 

they are, it is not personal records 

that matter.

He added: "It's a good, magnifi-

cent competition, with magnifi-

cent players. It's very nice, and 

very prestigious.

"But I don't think about how 

many goals I've scored, it's impor-

tant now every time for the club. 

It's important for the team to win; if 

I score it's okay, but if the team 

wins then very good."

FROM PAGE 20

his friend on the club's board David 
Dein. 

The Gunners manager has seen 
fine starts fizzle out before, but 
Wenger is hoping that his recipe for 
entertaining football - currently 
being played by Cesc Fabregas and 
Emmanuel Adebayor - will bring with 
it the kind of success that has 
eluded the club in recent years. 

"The ultimate satisfaction is to 
win a match and to be able to say 
that your supporters were trans-
ported somewhere beautiful for an 
hour and a half," he said. 

"When top level sport is per-
formed well, that's the power it has. 
And you can't fool people when it 
comes to the quality of a product. 

"Personally, I don't want to sit on 
the sidelines waiting for the end of 
the match and happy that we're 
leading 1-0." 

He added: The players know that 

we encourage them to take risks, 

and they go with their instincts. 

"And it's no coincidence. They're 

talented players and they want to 

play entertaining, winning football." 

After a week of turmoil at London 

rivals Chelsea following the shock 

departure of manager Jose 

Mourinho, Wenger believes that 

Arsenal, on the other hand, send out 

such good vibes that even rival 

players are affected. 

"A lot of players want to play for 

Arsenal because the team sends 

out such positive vibes," he said. 

"Even our rivals can feel it. Last 

year after we lost the League Cup 

final to Chelsea (Michael) Ballack 

came and spoke to me about the 

relaxed and pleasant way we played 

our football. 

"He was seduced." 

Arsenal's pivotal 

FROM PAGE 20

a second back.
The Finn said: "I had a small 

problem with the gearbox but hope-
fully that will be fixed for tomorrow. It 
was a sensor problem which cost us 
some time.

"But the car felt pretty OK in the 
last session and I was happy. I think 
I am in a good position for the race."

Germany's Nick Heidfeld was 
fifth fastest for BMW, just ahead of 
his countryman Nico Rosberg, 
driving for Williams, who will start 10 
places further back after suffering a 
penalty for changing his race engine 
earlier in the weekend.

The session got underway on 
schedule as the fog lifted and the 
rain eased although officials were 
already putting in a contingency 
plan to postpone qualifying until 
Sunday morning if the weather 

worsened.
It looked for a time that Hamilton 

would fail to qualify from the first 
timed session as he got caught 
behind two slower cars but he 
eventually made it through with just 
17 seconds to spare.

Germany's Ralf Schumacher 
marred Toyota's day on the track 
they own by crashing into Spyker's 
Sakon Yamamoto right at the end of 
the first session before spinning to a 
stop on the track.

The German had qualified for the 
second timed session but was 
unable to take further part. He will 
start 15th

But Britain's Jenson Button gave 
the home crowd something to cheer, 
finishing seventh fastest for 
Japanese giants Honda. He will 
start sixth after Rosberg's penalty.

Hamilton takes pole

FROM PAGE 20

Americans. 
"We're working well as a team 

and we're helping each other," said 
Prinz, who is playing in her fourth 
World Cup and brings a wealth of 
experience to the side. 

"The secret of our success is our 
belief in ourselves. That's unbeliev-
ably important." 

Brazilian coach Jorge Barcellos 
knows his team are on the verge of a 
major breakthrough, having never 
got this far before, but remains 
grounded, aware of the threat from a 
German side that has already 
scored 19 goals. 

"Germany is a very strong team 
and we need to make plans," he said 
after their semifinal. 

"Now, we are still nothing and we 
still have a long way to go to beat 

Germany in the final." 
The duel between Marta, the 

tournament's leading scorer with 
seven goals, and the German 
defence will be pivotal, although she 
modestly plays down her part in the 
team's success. 

"We are creating history by 
making the final and that is not down 
to me, it is down to a great perfor-
mance by our team," she said. 

"My goal is always to be the best 
and that is why I work so hard, but 
without my teammates I would be 
nothing." 

Ahead of the final here on 
Sunday, a dejected United States 
must rally for a third-place play-off 
against 1995 champions Norway. 

Coach Greg Ryan has come 
under fierce criticism for recalling 
veteran goalkeeper Briana Scurry 

for the clash with Brazil. 

Her bungling display drew a 

furious response from the dropped 

Hope Solo and who he picks for the 

Norway game will closely watched 

with tensions in the team clearly 

running high. 

Norway have their own problems 

with coach Bjarne Berntsen admit-

ting he faces an uphill battle lifting 

his shattered team for the play-off. 

"We came here to fight for a 

medal and we don't have a medal 

yet," he said. 

"We have to work very hard for 

Sunday to get the team prepared 

and to get the team used to the 

disappointment of losing a semifi-

nal." 

Mourinho exit
FROM PAGE 20

consent 10 days ago. 
"He said he was happy to have 

left, and for him to admit it means 
he must have had a heavy heart. 

"It felt strange to return to our 
training centre at Cobham and no 
longer see Mourinho. That was 
when the shock hit home. 

"There was a real family spirit 
in the camp. We could say any-
thing to one another. That was our 
strength. Many of us used to play 
first and foremost for the man-
ager. 

"Now we need to forget those 
feelings and find another source 
of motivation." 

FROM PAGE 20

pass with his left foot before flicking 
the ball past Hart with his right.

It was the first goal City had 
conceded at home this season and 
Hart nearly let in another when his 
poor first touch while controlling a 
backpass saw the ball drift towards 
the line before he scrambled it clear.

Eriksson has quickly instilled a 
fluent passing game into his City 
squad and they gave a perfect 
illustration of the Swede's principles 
in the 38th minute.

Elano's astute pass released 
Ireland down the right and he sent in 
a cross that cut out three Newcastle 
defenders, giving Petrov the chance 
to beat Given with a fine low finish.

Petrov has made a big impres-
sion since his close-season move 
from Atletico Madrid. The Bulgaria 
midfielder underlined his talent by 
playing a key role as City took the 

lead two minutes into the second 

half.

He outpaced Steven Taylor down 

the left flank and kept his compo-

sure to dink a cross to Mpenza, who 

dived to head past Given.

Martins had the chance to help 

Newcastle draw level midway 

through the second half but the 

infuriating side of the former Inter 

Milan striker surfaced again.

Alan Smith's pass gave Martins 

time to send in a low cross that could 

have exposed City's back-pedalling 

defence, but instead he shot waste-

fully wide.

That was Newcastle's last 

chance and Elano sealed the points 

with a stunning 25 yard free-kick in 

the 87th minute.

City maul Magpies

Clash of styles

INTERNET, undated

The cheers were spontaneous 
and the clamour for a picture with 
him never subsided. Yusuf 
Pathan smiled a bit, paused a bit 
and in between the warm 
embraces from officials -- both 
f rom the Baroda Cr icket  
Associat ion and Rel iance 
Industries -- the elder of the 
Pathan brothers, was answering 
incessant calls on his cell phone.

Life has changed for him ever 
since he returned with the trium-
phant Indian team after the World 
Twenty20 Championship. “Be-
fore I was known only here,” 
Yusuf said and pointed out to the 
fans and officials assembled at 
the Reliance Cricket Stadium, his 
home ground, here on Friday.

“And now everyone knows 
me, yes in that sense things have 
changed forever,” Yusuf added. 
Yusuf was at the Reliance 
Stadium to attend a felicitation 
function organised by Reliance 
Industries and the company 

'Everyone knows me now'

PTI, Mumbai

Two days after Mohammad Yousuf 
took a U-turn and aligned with the 
Pakistan Cricket Board, the organ-
isers of the Indian Cricket League 
(ICL) have shot a letter to him 
demanding explanation on his 
contract with them.

"Yousuf had got a letter asking 
him to explain reports of his being 
available to play for Pakistan within 
24 hours as he was legally con-
tracted to the ICL and had to 
adhere to certain clauses in his 
agreement with them," PCB 
sources said.

Yousaf on Thursday had a 
meeting with the PCB Chairman 
Nasim Ashraf and later at a joint 
press conference announced his 
availability for the first Test against 
South Africa, beginning from 
Monday in Karachi.

Yousuf had said the Board had 
assured him a secure future as a 
Pakistan player and he was drop-

ping his ICL contract.
He said it was misunderstand-

ing with the Board that lead him to 
join ICL, but now everything stands 
clear.

Ashraf also said that the Board 
would take care of all legal and 
financial implications arising out of 
Yousuf's decision to sign a central 
contract with them.

Besides Yousuf, former captain 
Inzamamul Haq, Abdul Razzaq, 
Imran Farhat and Azhar Mahmood 
are the other Pakistani players to 
have joined the ICL.

But none of them is presently 
contracted with the PCB although 
the selectors had offered Inzamam 
a place in team for the first Test 
against South Africa, but he turned 
down the offer on personal 
grounds.

 Meanwhile, without mentioning 
the rebel Indian Cricket League or 
its promoters by name, BCCI 
President Sharad Pawar, in his 
annual report, has laid the blame 
squarely on India's World Cup 
debacle for the launch of ICL by 
Subhash Chandra's Essel Group.

The BCCI Chief has said in his 
report for the year 2006-07 that the 
country's cricket was put to the 
litmus test and the players were in a 
daze after the Caribbean fiasco in 
March as it brought forth harsh 
criticism from the fans.

This was thought about as the 
ideal time by a private television 
company to announce a rebel 
cricket league in the country, 
according to Pawar.

"The year under review was 
challenging in more than one way. 
Our team's dismal performance in 
ICC World Cup 2007 put Indian 
cricket to acid test as it brought 
severe criticism from millions of 
Indian fans and our players them-
selves were in a state of shock and 
disbelief." "A private entertainment 
company (Zee) saw this as an 
opportune time to announce a rebel 
cricket league in India," Pawar 
stated in the report which, for the 
first time in the BCCI's history, was 
distributed to the media at the end 
of its AGM here yesterday.

ICL charges Yousuf

BBC ONLINE, undated

For all the success he achieved for 
the national team, Duncan 
Fletcher's reign as England cricket 
coach featured an unofficial black-
list of players whose faces did not 
quite fit.

Graeme Swann was very much 
one of them. Branded as being 
confident to the point of cockiness, 
he earned a solitary one-day inter-
national cap for his country in 2000, 
and did not feature again.

New England coach Peter 
Moores, who retains the same 
powers of selection as Fletcher, 
operates what seems to be a more 
open approach.

Players of all levels of experi-
ence, from Ryan Sidebottom to 
Luke Wright, have recently been 
thrust into the side.

Nottinghamshire all-rounder 
Swann -- a tidy off-break bowler 
who can provide quick runs -- is the 
latest player to earn promotion for 
the one-day series starting in Sri 
Lanka next Monday.

"I was seen as not being ideal 
for that regime," Swann, 28, will-
ingly concedes when asked about 
Fletcher's view of him as a crick-
eter.

"You've got to live with that. I'm 
not going to turn round and criticise 

anyone's regime, especially some-
one who oversaw such a strong 
increase in the standard of England 
cricket.

"But maybe with Peter Moores 
in, it has opened a door for me."

Swann could provide meaning-
ful backup for Monty Panesar, his 
former Northants teammate.

"Monty was very new when we 
w e r e  t o g e t h e r  a t  
Northamptonshire," Swann told 
BBC Sport.

"He had unfathomable potential 
but was not quite the finished 
article.

"It will be exciting to link up with 
him again and I'm sure I can offer 
something to him as well, having 
played a great deal of one-day 
cricket.

"I'm not seeing it as he's the 
number one and I'm number two. 
I'm not looking to go to Sri Lanka in 
a supportive role, but to be in a 
partnership with Monty.

"Maybe I'm getting a bit ahead of 
myself but hopefully there might be 
a role for me to play in the Test leg 
as well. I had a good season in first-
class cricket."

The confidence is possibly 
oozing already.

It will surely help Swann that the 
most recent of his five England A 
tours was to Sri Lanka, in 2004-05.

"It will certainly be a challenge 
going out to Sri Lanka and playing 
against such a good one-day side," 

Regime brings Swann back

BBC ONLINE, undated

Chairman Paul Russell insists 
Simon Jones will not find a better 
place than Glamorgan to revive his 
career.

Out-of-contract Jones is being 
pursued by Hampshire and 
Worcestershire.

"We have put it to Simon that, as 
a package, he will not do better than 
Glamorgan," Russell told the BBC's 

Sport Wales television programme.
Russell also hits back at scathing 

criticism from Glamorgan fans that 
he is more interested in stadium 
development than on-field success.

While the county have won only 
two matches and finished bottom of 
the LV County Championship 
Division Two, some feel there has 
been too much focus on preparing 
Sophia Gardens to host an Ashes 
Test in 2009 and a lack of invest-
ment in the team.

"I do not accept that," said 
Russell. "The development of 
Glamorgan's stadium as a Test 

Simon urged to stay

AFP, Karachi

Coach Mickey Arthur said Saturday 
he hoped an injection of young 
blood into South African cricket 
would help the team gain new 
heights and improve the country's 
ranking in the game.

Arthur said South Africa, fifth in 
Test ranking out of the 11 Test 
playing nations and who failed to 
reach the semi-final of the inaugu-
ral Twenty20 World Cup this 
month, were in a transition phase.

"It's a sort of a rebuilding pro-
cess and we need to see that our 
younger players are good enough, 
and for that we are working on a 
squad that can take South Africa to 
greater heights," Arthur told report-
ers

"It is a new era in the sense that 
we are blessed with a lot of depth in 
our fast bowling and it's time we 
look at the younger guys.

"We need to have a settled 

Arthur relies 
on youth

Teams want
FROM PAGE 17

Twenty20 was remarkable and I 
hope that they carry that good form 
into the Test. That will be tough but I 
have faith in my players," said 
Malik.

TEAMS
SOUTH AFRICA (from): Graeme 
Smith (captain), Hashim Amla, 
Mark Boucher, AB de Villiers, Jean-
Paul Duminy, Herschelle Gibbs, 
Paul Harris, Jacques Kallis, Morne 
Morkel, Andre Nel, Makhaya Ntini, 
Ashwell Prince, Dale Steyn.
PAKISTAN (from): Shoaib Malik 
( c a p t a i n ) ,  S a l m a n  B u t t ,  
Mohammad Hafeez, Younis Khan, 
Mohammad Yousuf, Misbahul Haq, 
Kamran Akmal, Mohammad Asif, 
Umar Gul, Rao Iftikhar, Danish 
Kaneria, Faisal Iqbal, Yasir 
Hameed, Taufeeq Umar, Abdul 
Rehman.

Clarke slams
FROM PAGE 17

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the Australian 
innings in the opening one-day 
international against India at the M 
C h i n n a s w a m y  S t a d i u m  o n  
Saturday:
AUSTRALIA
Gilchrist c Yuvraj b Zaheer 12
Hayden b Sreesanth 34
Hodge lbw b Sreesanth 0
Clarke run out 130
Symonds lbw b Sreesanth 7
Haddin st Dhoni b Yuvraj 69
Hopes c Tendulkar b Zaheer 37
Hogg not out 0
Extras: (b-4, lb-1, w-11, nb-2) 18
Total: (For seven wkts in 
50 overs) 307
Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-18, 3-78, 4-
90, 5-234, 6-307, 7-307.
Bowler O M R W
Zaheer 10 0 64 2
Sreesanth 10 0 55 3
RP Singh 10 0 67 0
Pathan 8 0 38 0
Powar 6 1 50 0
Yuvraj 6 0 28 1
Toss: Australia
Umpires: Steve Bucknor (WI), 
Suresh Shastri (IND)
Third Umpire: Amish Sahiba 
(IND)
Match Referee: Chris Broad 
(ENG)

squad in a tough year ahead of us."
South Africa is touring Pakistan 

for two Tests and five one-day 
internationals and is due to visit 
India, England and Australia in the 
next year.

Prior to their Twenty20 setback 
they also lost to Australia in the 
semi-final of the 50-over World Cup 
held in the Caribbean earlier this 
year.

But while calling for youth, 
Arthur believes the team have a 
solid backbone. And he insists that 
veteran all-rounder Shaun Pollock 
is an integral part of the squad.

"We have got six good seamers 
on the scene and we can rest any 
one guy without damaging the 
team as we have variety but at the 
same time Pollock is an integral 
part of our squad," said Arthur.

Pollock got a lifeline after rookie 
paceman Morne Morkel hurt his 
foot during South Africa's drawn 
three-day match here on Saturday. 
He was facing the axe after South 
Africa decided to include Morkel in 
Monday's first Test against 
Pakistan.

Arthur believes his batsmen are 
well equipped to face spin bowling 
in the first Test against Pakistan.

"We can play with what we have 
got and I think our batsmen have 
the capability and the technique to 
tackle spinners," said Arthur.

Pakistan are likely to play with 
leg-spinner Danish Kaneria and 
left-arm spinner Abdul Rehman in 
the first Test.

he says.
"The A tour went well. I'm glad I 

have seen what the country's like, 
how hot it can be and how good the 
cricketers there can be.

"It's very exciting. I'm hoping to 
get in the team and want to be there 
contributing as much as I do for 
Nottinghamshire.

"I hope I can continue the form I 
have showed this season for Notts, 
scoring my runs at a decent rate and 
bowling quite tidily."

In his previous, solitary, interna-
tional appearance seven years ago, 
Swann took 0-24 in five overs and did 
not get a bat in an easy win for 
England against South Africa in 
Bloemfontein.

"The rhythms of the game are very 
similar to domestic cricket and it's not 
an alien game to me," he says.

"Perhaps the only real difference 
is that once you take three or four 
wickets in county cricket you are often 
facing weaker batting.

"In international cricket, the orders 
tend to be strong all the way down."

With a return to international 
cricket coming two years after his 
county move, was the move to 
Notts a watershed moment in 
Swann's career?

Faridpur ride 
FROM PAGE 17

as Rajshahi DSA defeated Sylhet by 
4-1 goals. Noman and Shuvo 
scored the others while Ashraful 
netted the lone goal for the losers.

Rajshahi DSA and Dinajpur will 
battle it out today to decide which 
team will be the last to reach the 
Super Six.

New ODI rules 
start early
CRICINFO, undated

India and Australia have decided 
to implement the ICC's proposed 
one-day internat ional  rule 
changes for their seven-match 
series, starting with Saturday's 
ODI in Bangalore. The modifica-
tions, which were supposed to 
come into effect from October 1, 
have been advanced to avoid a 
mid-series adjustment.

In June, the ICC had ruled the 
following changes in ODI playing 
conditions:

1. An additional fielder will be 
allowed outside the fielding circle 
during the second or third 
Powerplays.

2. If an ODI innings is reduced, 
the numbers of overs making up 
each of the three Powerplays 
shall be reduced proportionately.

3. If a bowler bowls a front foot 
no-ball, the following delivery will 
be deemed a free hit and the 
batsman cannot be dismissed by 
the bowler from that delivery. He 
can only be run out.

There will be a mandatory 
change of the ball at the start of 
the 35th over of each innings; the 
replacement will be a clean used 
ball.

The ICC had also increased 
the stipulated minimum boundary 
sizes for all international matches, 
with the square boundary mea-
suring at least 150 yards from one 
side of the ground to the other 
[minimum 65 yards on one side; 
previous total minimum size was 
140 yards]; and the straight 
boundaries 70 yards at both ends 
[previous minimum was 65 yards]; 
maximum boundaries to be used 
allowing for three yards between 
boundary rope and advertising 
boards up to a maximum of 90 
yards from the centre of the pitch.

Morkel injury 
could help 
Pollock
AFP, Karachi

Veteran South African Shaun 
Pollock could avoid being dropped 
for the first time in his career after 
rookie paceman Morne Morkel 
became doubtful for next week's 
Test against Pakistan.

"Polly could still play in the Test 
because Morkel needs a fitness 
Test on Sunday after he developed 
a niggle in his left foot," coach 
Mickey Arthur said after the tourists 
drew a three-day match against the 
Patron's XI.

The 34-year-old all-rounder 
Pollock on Friday said he was 
disappointed over being told by 
Arthur that he would not be part of 
the team against Pakistan in the first 
Test starting here Monday.

Morkel, who bowled only seven 
overs without taking a wicket in the 
tour match, stepped on a pebble on 
the popping crease and hurt his left 
foot.

Arthur said the team physio later 
Saturday and Sunday would assess 
the injury.

The 22-year-old Morkel made his 
Test debut against India earlier this 
year and is tipped to take over from 
Pollock.

Pakistan will also be without their 
experienced batsman Inzamamul 
Haq, who opted not to play the first 
Test.

Maddy enters
rebel league
BBC ONLINE, undated

England batsman Darren Maddy 
has signed for the rebel Indian 
Cricket League, its chairman Kapil 
Dev has announced.

The 33-year-old played in the 
World Twenty20 for England after a 
seven-year absence from the 
international scene.

But he joins New Zealanders 
Chris Cairns, Nathan Astle, Chris 
Harris and Hamish Marshall among 
18 new signings.

"They are in line with our objec-
tive of providing the best platform 
for young cricketers from all corners 
of India to play alongside super-
stars," Kapil said.

Former West Indies captain 
Brian Lara and ex-Pakistan skipper 
Inzamamul Haq are the biggest 
names to have joined.

Pakistan's Imran Farhat and 
Abdul Razzaq, and South African 
duo Lance Klusener and Nicky 
Boje, are other high-profile players 
to link up with the Twenty20 league.

But several national boards 
have threatened to ban anyone who 
joins, while the Indian board is 
planning its own official Twenty20 
competition.

S t a r  P a k i s t a n  b a t s m a n  
Mohammad Yousuf pulled out of his 
contract on Thursday and commit-
ted himself to his country, and the 
ICL -- which was due to begin in 
October -- has been delayed 
because of logistical reasons.

Price parts
with Pears
BBC ONLINE, undated

Worcestershire left-arm spinner 
Ray Price is set to leave after reject-
ing a new one-year contract for next 
season.

The former Zimbabwe Test 
player was a key member of the 
Pears side which won the Pro40 
League Division One title.

But Price, 31, who has operated 
as a Kolpak player since the 2004 
season, has become increasingly 
frustrated at his first-team opportu-
nities.

H e  p l a y e d  i n  j u s t  t w o  
Championship games, both after 
the team had already been rele-
gated from Division One.

Price said: "At times it has been 
frustrating watching from the side-
lines, but to be part of a title-winning 
side this year has been a fantastic 
experience."

Worcestershire chief executive 
Mark Newton said: "We will be very 
sorry to see Ray go. He has been an 
integral part of our one-day success 
in recent years. "

Meanwhile, Worcestershire's 
second  w icke tkeeper  Josh  
Knappett has signed a contract for 
the 2008 season.

Hussey 
hopeful
of recovery
CRICINFO, undated

Mike Hussey, the Australia batsman 
who has been ruled out of their tour 
of India, is confident he will be fit for 
the first Test against Sri Lanka on 
November 8. Hussey picked up an 
injury to his left hamstring during 
Australia's ICC World Twenty20 
campaign last week, forcing him out 
of their limited-overs series in India 
which begins on Saturday.

"I don't really know [how serious 
it is]," Hussey said. "It is the first time 
I have ever done a hamstring, so I 
am playing it by ear at the moment. It 
is a bit hard to predict exactly how 
long it is going to take to get back, 
but my focus is to get back for the 
first Test, do everything I can rehab-
wise and make sure I am ready.

"It is very important not to rush it, 
not because of the schedule ahead, 
but because I want to make sure it is 
100 per cent right so I can play my 
best cricket. I don't want to let the 
team down by coming back too early 
and doing it again. I will be doing 
everything by the book."

The big challenge facing 
Australia in their six-Test home 
summer is replacing the retired 
Justin Langer as opener. In spite of 
an endorsement from Steve Waugh, 
Hussey insists he would prefer to 
remain in the middle order.

"I am happy to do whatever Ricky 
Ponting thinks is the best for the 
team," he said, "but I must admit I 
have really fallen in love with the 
middle order. I love the different 
situations of the games you get to 
play in, I love batting with the tail. If I 
had my first choice it would be to 

Berriman to 
sue CA
CRICINFO, undated

Matt Berriman, a former Australia 
Under-17s player, has won the right 
to pursue a personal injuries claim 
against Cricket Australia. AAP 
reported that a Victorian Supreme 
Court judge ruled the statute of 
limitations be extended to allow 
Berriman to take action over a 
shoulder injury.

The court heard that Berriman, 
23, suffered a dislocated right 
shoulder during a water polo game 
at the Academy in Adelaide in April 
2001, when he was 17. Berriman 
claims Cricket Australia should not 
have allowed him to take part in the 
game because he had already had 
a shoulder problem in 1999 as a 
result of playing soccer.

Berriman claims as a result of 
the injury he quit his job and had a 
limited ability to perform everyday 
activities such as showering and 
working on a computer. Justice 
Jack Forrest, who ruled that the 
statute of limitations should be 
extended because Berriman only 
became aware through a doctor's 
report this year that the 2001 injury 
had caused his current disability, 
granted the application.

Cricket Australia argued that 
their defence had been prejudiced 
by the delay in initiating proceed-
ings, but Justice Forrest said he did 
not believe it would cause signifi-
cant prejudice.

Bracewell backs
T20 revolution
CRICINFO, undated

John Bracewell believes the 
Twenty20 format could revolution-
ise cricket in the same way one-day 
internationals have changed the 
game over the past few decades. 
Bracewell returned to Christchurch 
on Tuesday after New Zealand's 
semifinal exit at the ICC World 
Twenty20 in South Africa and he 
expressed his satisfaction with the 
shortest form of the game.

"I think it's got an enormous 
financial future and I think it has 
some really good benefits for the 
game in general in terms of the 
broad base of the game," Bracewell 
told the Press. "It must have a 
positive spin-off on kids with the 
style in which it's played. There is a 
great opportunity to revolutionise 
the whole game of cricket."

Bracewell said 50-over cricket 
had changed the way Test matches 
were played and there would be a 
similar flow-on from Twenty20.

"I think this will help the entertain-
ment factor of cricket," he said. "Test 
cricket we value greatly, 50-over 
cricket is the financial driver of the 
game and now we have Twenty20 
which has proved immensely popu-
lar."

Brother making
Cronje movie
CRICINFO, undated

A film based on the life of the late 
Hansie Cronje, the former South 
Africa captain, is currently under 
production. 'Hansie' is produced by 
Cronje's screenwriter brother, 
Frans.

Hansie Cronje, who died in a 
helicopter crash on June 1, 2002, 
had left the game in disgrace when 
a life ban was imposed on him in 
2000 for his involvement in a match-
fixing scandal with Indian bookmak-
ers.

"This film is not just about 
cricket, it's about redemption. In the 
end, Hansie found redemption and 
was able to rebuild his life. I also 
believe that if we cannot forgive 
people when they make mistakes, 
then we are not human," Frans 
Cronje told the Independent. "It's 
relevant to a country like South 
Africa. If Nelson Mandela can come 
out of prison after 27 years preach-
ing forgiveness after everything that 
had happened to him and the black 
population, then we should be able 
to forgive Hansie.

"Hansie realised that he was 
wrong and he was sorry for it all. He 
knew what he had done was unethi-
cal. He knew it was wrong but we all 
do things that are wrong. The impor-
tant thing is to admit it and turn away 
from it," said Frans Cronje said. "He 
was very harshly treated by the 
media and especially the British 
media, and the cricket establish-
ment."

The film crew are shooting on 
location in Cape Town, George, and 

Palash, Turbina 
clinch TT titles
SPORTS REPORTER

Rahmatullah Model School's 
Palash dismantled Talha of North 
South University 3-0 as he clinched 
the men's singles event of the Inter 
Dhaka Metropolis Table Tennis 
competition at the West End High 
School yesterday.

In the women's singles event, 
South East Table Tennis Club's 
Turbina became champion, beating 
Binti of Azimpur Girls School 4-3.

In the men's team event, 
Rahmatullah Model School clinched 
the title, outplaying East West 
University (Red) 3-0 while Azimpur 
Girls School won the women's team 
event.

Rajib finishes 
with victory
SPORTS REPORTER

International Master Enamul 
Hossain Rajib defeated Indian 
G r a n d  M a s t e r  D e e p a n  
Chakrabarty in the 11th and final 
round of the sixth Asian Individual 
Chess Championship at Cebu City 
in the Philippines yesterday.

Despite the day's win, Rajib 
narrowly missed his third GM norm 
for just half a point as he secured 
seven points from eleven matches 
to share a position from 9th to 13th 
with four other players.

According to tournament tie-
breaking rules, Rajib has a fair 
chance to be placed at 10.

Chinese GM Zhang Peng Xiang 
emerged champions while GM 
Wang Hao was runner -up.

Meanwhile, FIDE Master Aminul 
Islam, FM Abu Sufian Shakil, FM 
Mehdi Hasan Parag, Minhazuddin 
Ahmed Sagar, Sohel Chowdhury, 
Monir Hossain, Mahtabuddin 
Ahmed Robin, Enayet Hossain and 
Alamgir Hossain are enjoying joint 
lead in the Pragati Insurance Open 
International Rating Chess tourna-
ment with three points after the 
third round matches at the 
Bangladesh Chess Federation 
hallroom.

officials also presented him with a 
cheque for Rs. 2,00,100.

Yusuf donned India colours for 
the first time in the final at 
Johannesburg and the setting 
had pressure as its backdrop -- 
an India-Pakistan final and he as 
a n  o p e n e r  w a s  f a c i n g  
Mohammad Asif. Pathan admit-
ted that he was under some 
strain. 

“Yes there was pressure. I was 
informed about playing as an 
opener after the team meeting on 
the morning of the final. I had 
about three to four hours to get 
mentally prepared for the match 
and captain Dhoni, Yuvraj and 
Sehwag told me to play my natu-
ral game and asked me not to 
think too much about the game so 
that I don't get affected by the 
pressure,” said Yusuf.

And then the six. “It was not a 
pre-determined shot. The ball 
was in the range for my lofted 
shot and I went through with it. I 
was relaxed once I was there in 
the middle, I prayed a bit and it 
was a great feeling to be part of a 
team that won the cup. I will never 
ever forget that day as well as the 
reception we got in Mumbai,” said 
the 24-year-old Baroda all-
rounder.

When asked if he had come 
out from the shadow of younger 
brother Irfan, he smilingly replied,  
“Does it matter, he is my brother 
and I am proud of him. What's the 
harm in people referring to me as 
Irfan's brother? I have no prob-
lems with that, after all we are 
brothers.”

Brawling Akhtar
faces action
AFP,Lahore

Fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar has been 
summoned for disciplinary action 
following a brawl with a teammate 
that led to his ouster from the 
Twenty20 World Cup, an official said 
Saturday.

The maverick paceman hit fellow 
fast bowler Mohammad Asif with a 
bat during a practice session three 
days before the start of the event in 
South Africa and was sent home a 
day after the incident.

"Akhtar is asked to appear 
before the committee on October 6 
to record his statement," Shafqat 
Naghmi head of Pakistan Cricket 
Board disciplinary committee said.

The other two members of the 
committee are Zakir Khan and 
Nadeem Akram.

The committee will not complete 
its investigation before October 8 -- 
ruling out any chance of Akhtar 
featuring in the two Tests against 
visiting South Africa.

Akhtar was not considered for 
selection in the Pakistan team for 
the first Test starting here from 
Monday. The second Test will be 
played in Lahore from October 8.

Asif and allrounder Shahid Afridi, 
who saw the incident, have also 
been summoned to attend the 
hearing, said Naghmi.

Akhtar faces a fine of 500,000 
rupees and a five one-day interna-
tionals ban if found guilty of miscon-
duct.

Slow going 
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naming the squads by the respec-
tive divisions themselves. For the 
last few years, the board simulta-
neously announced all six divisional 
squads but this time they deviated 
from the practice to give more power 
to the divisions.

But unfortunately it backfired as 
one division released their list, 
which was received by only one or 
two newspapers.

The board formed a number of 
sub-committees like committee for 
reviewing domestic structure, for 
reviewing the past financial deals, 
but it is not clear about their HR 
(Human Resource) policy to 
strengthen the professional setup, 
which is most important to run 
modern-day cricket.

If this board keeps faith in the 
corporate culture to run the show, 
then it should review the activities of 
a few professionals including the 
present chief executive officer.

It was expected that the ad-hoc 
committee would be more dynamic 
than their predecessors, otherwise 
the question will be raised: Why 
make change at all?
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