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Right to information a must
for good governance

Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Right to information is a must for
establishing democracy and good
governance, said the speakers at a
roundtable yesterday.

They said corruption could be
stopped and social and economic
welfare ensured if information is

opento allin all fields.

"Access to information is a funda-
mental precondition for develop-
mentand democracy," they added.

The roundtable titled 'Information
rights to bring transparency,
accountability and to prevent corrup-
tion' was organised by Campaign on
Citizens' Right to Information at the

National Press Club in the city.

Presiding over the roundtable
Prof Muzaffer Ahmad said, "Informa-
tion is a power and right to informa-
tion is needed for establishing civic
rights."

He however said it's not correct
that without information right, infor-
mation would not be available.
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Prof Muzaffer Ahmad speaks at a roundtable at the National Press Club in the city yesterday. On his right is Zakir
Hossain, member-secretary of Campaign on Citizens' Right to Information.

"Information is available around
us and we will have to dig it out," Prof
Muzaffer added.

Badiuzzaman, former director
general of the Bureau of Anti-
Corruption, said, " For social and
economic welfare, right to informa-

tionis amust."
"Free flow of information is a

precondition for transparency and

good governance," he added.
Ahmed Swapan Mahmud, an

NGO activist, said, "We live and
grow up in a society where informa-
tion collectionis very hard."

"When our children question us
about something, we scold them and
abstain them from questioning," he
added.

"Everybody says people is the
source of all power but the fact is that
people do not know much about
information and its role," said Kamrul

Ahsan, another NGO activist.
He urged the government to

make necessary laws to ensure right

toinformation.
"We have some laws in this

regard but these are not imple-

mented," he added.
Zakir Hossain, member-

secretary of Campaign on Citizens'
Right to Information, in his keynote
paper said," Right to information is a
must for social movement."

President, CA
greet Botswana
president

UNB, Dhaka

President lajuddin Ahmed and Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed felici-
tated president of Botswana Fetus
Gontebanye Mogae on the occa-
sion of the Independence Day of
that country.

Three killed in road crashes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two people were crushed to death
under the wheels of speeding buses
in separate accidents in the capital
yesterday and an unidentified
pedestrian who was run over by a
bus on Friday afternoon died about
six hours later.

A bus ran over Kalpana Rani
Das, 35, on the road in front of
Ramna Police Station while she was
crossing the road at around 7:00am
yesterday.

The other victim is 75-year-old
Abdu Mian. He was knocked down
by a speeding bus at Khilkhet at
around 11:30am.

The unidentified pedestrian
who suffered critical injuries after a
bus ran over him on the Biswa
Road at Malibagh died at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital on Friday
night.

Amob set fire to the bus after the
accident at around 4:30pm on
Friday.
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