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GRAFT CASE AGAINST KHALEDA

Saifur, Bhuiyan, six other
ex-ministers to be quizzed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) will question eight former
ministers, including M Saifur
Rahman, Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
and Matiur Rahman Nizami
tomorrow in connection with a
graft case filed against detained
former prime minister and BNP
Chairperson KhaledaZia.

A Dhaka courtyesterday sent six
people arrested on Saturday in
connection with the case filed on
September 2 to jail after two of
them gave judicial statements.

"The cahinet ministers of the
government purchase committee
will be questioned and they have
been summoned to appear before

the commission on September 25
as the case is sensitive and holds
public importance,” said ACC
Secretary Mukhles Ur Rahman.
The cabinet purchase commit-
tee had approved the awarding of
the container handling work at
Dhaka Inland Container Depot
(ICD) and Chittagong Port 1CD yard
to Global Agro Trade (Pvt) Co Lid
(GATCO) despite its alleged lack in
experience and skills, sources said,
The former ministers are
finance minister Saifur Rahman,
LGRD minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuivan, industries minister
Matiur Rahman Nizami, agricul-
ture minister MK Anwar, health
minister Khandaker Musharraf,
information minister M Shamsul

Islam, commerce minister Amir
Khasru Chowdhury and state
minister for energy minister AKM
Musharraf Hossain.

The ACC has already taken
permission from the court to ques-
tion two detained former minis-
ters--Khandaker Musharrafl and
AKM Musharraf Hossain--in jail,

On Wednesday it issued letters
to the ministers asking them to
appeat before the commission,

ACC Deputy Director Golam
Shahriar Chowdhury filed the case
with Tejgaon Police Station against
Khaleda, her younger son Arafat
Rahman Koko and 11 others.

The other accused in the case are
former chairmen of Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA) Commodore (retd)

People’
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Zulfiqur Ali and AMM Shahadat
Hossain, former CPA director
(transport) AM Sanwar Hossain,
former chief finance and accounts
officer Ahmed Abul Qashem, for-
mer director Tuthful Kabir, former
shipping minister and BNF leader
Col (retd) Akbar Hossain's son
Ismail Hossain Simon, GATCO
directors Syed Galib Ahmed, Syed
Tanveer Ahmed and AKM Musa
Kajol and Akbar's wife Jabhanara
Ansarand one Ehsan Yusuf.

The ACC brought that case
under the Emergency Power Rules
onSeptember 17 and arrested sixof
theaccusedon September 22. They
are Shahadat Hossain, Luthful
Kabir, Sanwar Hossain, Ahmed

SEE PAGE 15 COL B

Workers of Nassa garment factory at north Begunbari demonstrate in front of BGMEA Bhaban at the city's Karwan Bazar yesterday to realise their six-
point demand.

VIOLATING EPR
Trial of 6 RU
teachers begins

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Trial of six detained Rajshahi
University (RU) teachers for violat-
ing emergency power rules began
at the Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court for Speedy Trial in Rajshahi
yesterday.

The court of Magistrate SM
Fazlul Karim Chowdhury recorded
deposition of a prosecution wit-
ness, and the plaintiff of the case,
Khondoker Ferdous Ahmed, also
officer-in-charge (OC) of Motihar
Police Station,

Defence lawyer Golam Arif Tipu
later cross-examined the proseccu-
tion witness for four hours. The
court fixed Wednesday to complete
the cross-examination.

Allthe sixaccused teachers were

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

9 Allahr Dal
activists get
5yrs in jail

Our CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A Kushtia court yesterday sen-
tenced nine activists of "Allahr Dal”
to five years' rigorous imprison-
ment in a case filed in connection
with carrying out militant activi-
ties.

The convicted militants are
Nazmul Hasan, Tipu Sultan, Zahir
uddin, Tasnim-ul-Alam Ranak,
Mohammad Rakib Mondol, Safikul
Islam Sumon, Lokman Hossain of
Kushtia Bappi Sharier of Manikganj
and Murad Sarif of Faridpur,

First-class Magistrate Jalal
Saifur Rahman handed down the
verdict following the trial that went
on for 33 working days and
recorded statements of three wit-
nesses.

The investigation officer (10) of
the case examined the confes-

- sional statements of the militants,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

DEPRESSION WEAKENS

200 fishermen
still missing

STAR REPORT

Around 200 fishermen of 15 fishing
boats that went down in the turbu-
lent Bay of Bengal Thursday are still
missing while loading and unload-
ing of goods at Mongla Port remain
suspended for two days due to bad
weather.

Rescue efforts for the missing
fishermen could not begin due to
rough weather, our correspon-
dents reported. Eight fishermen
are missing since seven small
fishing boats capsized in the
Meghna in strong winds yesterday

. morning,

The depression that caused the
sinking of the vessels intensified
into a deep depression and crossed
Orissa coast of India early yester-
day morning and weakend. Under
the influence of the depression,
gusly wind is prevailing over the
north Bay and different seasonal
crops in coastal region were sub-
merged under seawaler.

Maritime paorts of Chittagong,
Cox's Bazar and Mongla have been
advised to hoist local cautionary
signal three instead of four.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Held magnates
may be freed if
they hand over
ill-gotten wealth

S1AFF CORREST'ONDENT

The government may consider
releasing arrested businessmen il
they disclose their ill-gotten wealth
and agree to hand those over to
government,

However, those involved with
major grafts will not receive this
consideration, Law and
Information Adviser Mainul
Hosein said vesterday.

"If they (the detained business-
men) confess that they have
acquired their wealth in dishonest
ways and say that they are ready to
handover those, it (release) can be

SEEPAGE15COL 1

Dream Indo-Pak
T20 final today

BBC ONLINE, undated

India and Pakistan aim to provide
the inaugural ICC World Twenty20
Championship with an exciting
climax when they meet in the final
inJohannesburg today.

The match will start at the
Wanderers at 6pm Bangladesh
time and satellite TV channel ESPN
provide live coverage.

The two sides played out a
dramatic tie earlier in the tourna-
ment, with Indiacomingouton top
afterabowl-out,

"There is nothing more exciting
than an India-Pakistan match, so
expect some fun,” said India skip-
per Mahendra Singh Dhoni.

India will again hope for fire-
works from Yuvraj Singh, while
Pakistan will look to captain Shoaib
Malik and Misbahul Hag.

The middie-order pair has been
onec of the main reasons for

 Pakistan's success in the tourna-

ment so far, although teammate
Shahid Afridi heads the overall
playerof the tournament standings
forhis91 runs and 12 wickets.

Pakistan expect opener Imran
Nagzir to be fit to play despite need-
ing a runner in their semifinal win
over New Zealand because of a
groininjury.

As a result, their only selection
issue is whether to keep faith with
all-rounder Fawad Alam, who took
2.29 against the Kiwis, or revert to
the more expericnced Salman Butt
orYasir Arafat.

India could bring back Dinesh
Karthik and Ajit Agarkar for the

Sharmas -- Rohit and Joginder --

but having seen off Australia in
their semifinal, they may opt for an

unchangedline-up.
But Malik admitted it was Yuvraj
who was causing them most
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Alim Jute Mills

workers enforce

sit-in to protest
layoff

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Ower 300 workers of Alim Jute Mills
yesterday held a sit-in to protest
the authorities’ decision to sus-
pendoperations of the factory.

The sit-in that started at 9:00am
and ended at 6:00pm was held
outside the administrative build-
ingofthe factory.

The workers will continue
holding sit-ins until their back pay
and other financial benefitsinclud-
ing gratuity and provident funds
are paid in full, said Abdus Salam,
CBA leader and president of Alim
Jute MillsWorkers' Union.

The workers of the factory
would also oppose any govern-
ment move for selling the jute mill,
a profit-making enterprise, to
private parties, added Salam,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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BANGABANDITU MURDER CASE

SC lets death
row prisoners
appeal

UNB, Dhaka

The Supreme Courl yesterday
granted the applications by the
condemned prisoners in the
Bangabandhumurder case seeking
leave-to-appeal against their death
sentences.

A thee-member Appellate
Division bench, headed by Justice
M Tafazzal Islam, passed the order
and asked the petitioners to file
regular appeal by October 30,

Besides, the court extended its
stay on the execution of the death
sentencesuntil October 30 next.

The condemned petitioners are
Lt Col (sacked) Syed Farooq
Rahman, Lt Col (retd) Sultan
Shahriar Rashid Khan, Lt Col (retd)
Muhiuddin Ahmed, Lt Col (retd)
AKM Mahiuddin Ahmed and Major
(retd) Bazlul Huda,

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was assassinated along
withmostof his family members

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Nassa garment
workers agree
to resume work

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The demonstrating workers of
Nassa Mainland, a factory owned
by Nassa Group, have agreed to
return to their work from today
after the factory authoritics agreed
yesterday to fulfil some of the
workers' demands.

At a five-hour-long meeting
mediated by Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA), the worker
representatives and the factory
authorities ¢ame to an under-
standing and signed an 11-point
agreement,

SEE PAGE 15 COL B
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PHILIPS

Emergency has to be

relaxed in areas of local

polls by December: CEC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda yester-
day said the ongoing state of emer-
gency must be relaxed by the end of
this year in areas where local gov-
ernment elections are planned
from January.

“Our target is to hold a series of
elections to local government
bodies from January next year. So,
not only the ban on indoor politics
but the state of emergency will
have to be relaxed in the areas
where local government elections
will be held,” the CEC said at a
views exchange meeting with
representatives of different televi-

sion channels and radio stations.

Brimming with confidence
about successful implementation
of the Election Commission's (EC)
roadmap for holding the polls to
local government bodies and the
stalled parliamentary election, the
CEC said the government extended
its full support to the commission’'s
activities as this government had
been formed only to hold the elec-
tions.

The CEC'stemark on the state of
emergency came at a time when
senior leaders of major political
parties are demandinglifting of the
emergency regime. The emergency
was imposed on January 11 sus-
pending outdoor political activities

like processions and rallies amid a
vaolatile political situation over
holding the stalled January 22
parliamentary election.

In response to the TC's previous
demand, the government had
allowed Jimited indoor politics
from September 10 only in the
capital, with a set of conditions
attached, to facilitate the electoral
reform talks between the commis-
sion and political parties, which
started on September 12,

The poll chiel at a meeting with
the law adviser on April 4 first asked
the government to lift the ban on
indoor politics to pave the way for
the talks, and kept on asking for a

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Constitution council to
be set up to ensure
fair selection

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The caretaker government is look-
ing o form a national constitu-
tional council to ensure appoint-
ments to constitutional posts are
madein atransparentmanner,

Adraftordinance titled National
Constitutional Council Ordinance,
2007 is now at the law ministry for
further scrutiny after the council of
advisers Wednesday sent it back
there.

The mbve comes in response to
recent instances of controversy

over appointment of judges, chicf
election commissioner (CEC),
election commissioners, chairmen
and members of the Public Service
Commission (PSC) and Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC).
Law and Information Adviser
Mainul Hosein vesterday said the
convention of the president’s con-
sulting the chief justice about the
High Court judge appointments
had been barely followed. Giving
appointments to the constitutional
postshasratherbécome secretive.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Fakhruddin
reaches NY

BSS, New York

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
arrived in NewYork yesterday onan
official visit to attend the 62nd
session of United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA).

He arrived at the John F
Kennedy International Airport by
an Emirates flight at 8:30am local
time.

Bangladesh Ambassador to the
US Humayun Kabit and the
Bangladesh Permanent
Representative to the' UN Ismat
Jahan welcomed the chief adviser
atthe airport. .

The chief adviser leads a high-
powered delegation that includes

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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