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Donors hit out at Maoists
for storming out of govt

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's key international donors
have hit out at the country's former
Maoist rebels for jeopardising a 10-
month-old peace process by storm-
ing out of government and launch-
ing a strike campaign.

The ultra-leftists quit the govern-
ment earlier this week and have
threatened mass street protests and
work stoppages to push for the
immediate abolition of the
Himalayan nation's monarchy.

Under the terms of last
November's peace deal, that issue
was supposed to be decided after a
popular vote now scheduled for
November 22 -- which the Maoists
have also vowed to disrupt.

"Until now, the Maoists have
been a full part of the political
game," a senior Western diplomatin
Kathmandu told AFP.

"If the situation changes and they
do not take part in the elections, we

will have to reconsider this concep-
tion."

When the Maoists signed up for
peace, they were promptly greeted
and engaged by most major donors
-- with the exception of the United
States which continues to list them
as a "terrorist" organisation.

And nearly a year down the road,
most donors have invested heavily
in ensuring the elections will go
ahead as planned.

"We've informed our capitals that
we need bigger budgets" to help
Nepal with the November polls, said
another Western diplomat, who also
asked notto be named.

"If they don't have elections then
that extra budget could be lost and
there is also a loss of credibility," the
diplomat added.

On Thursday, top US State
Department official Richard
Boucher hammered the Maoists for
attempting to "trash" the effort to
close the book on a decade of civil

war and revive democracy in one of
the world's poorest countries.

"Trying to trash this election is
trying to trash the whole process,"
he said in Washington. "Declaring
yourselves an opponent to the
democratic voting process, we can't
abide that. So | hope they won't go
thatfar."

Boucher said the US govern-
ment would continue to treat the
Maoists as extremist outcasts until
the movement becomes a normal
political party.

So far the Maoists have not
threatened to renounce the
ceasefire that ended their decade-
long insurgency, and their soldiers
remain confined to UN-monitored
camps -- but Boucher said it was not
enough.

"They need to give up the gun.
They need to give up extortion. They
need to give up the militant youth
groups that have sort of extended
their power and tried to intimidate

people in the countryside," Boucher
said.

On Thursday, the European
Union also fumed that it would be a
"betrayal" of the Nepalese people if
the elections cannot go ahead on
time, while Japan, another leading
donor, also voiced concern for the
polls.

Analysts and diplomats have
said the Maoists' withdrawal from
government is in part designed to
appease hardliners within their
party who are frustrated with the
pace of the peace process, and also
to pile pressure on the other parties
in government to accede to their
demands.

In addition, the Maoists fear they
will do badly in any polls because
their popularity has plummeted due
to continued charges that they use
violence and intimidation.
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Supporters of deposed prime minister Nawaz Sharif march as they shout slogans during an anti-Musharraf protest
rally in Karachi Thursday. Hundreds of Pakistani opposition supporters called for the downfall of President Pervez
Musharraf, in a turbulent start to the countdown to presidential elections in October.
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Buddhist monks gather in front of the city hall in Myanmar's largest city Yangon yesterday after marching from the
famous Shedagon Pagoda. About 3,000 people including 1,500 Buddhist monks marched through the flooded
streets of Yangon Friday in the latest protest against the ruling junta, witnesses said.

Thousands march
in Yangon as
pressure mounts
on Myanmar

AFP, Yangon

At least 3,000 people led by
Buddhist monks marched Friday
through the flooded streets of
Yangon, in the biggest protest since
anti-government rallies broke out
across Myanmar one month ago.

About 1,500 saffron-robed
monks marched barefoot through the
city, attracting an equal number of
followers who left the sidewalks in
driving rain to wade through some-
times knee-deep water and chant
prayers calling for peace.

Hundreds more people clapped
from the sidewalks and from open
windows along the route as the
procession passed by.

The protests that began on
August 19 have turned into the most
prolonged show of defiance in
nearly 20 years against the military,
which has ruled this impoverished
nation once known as Burma since
1962.

AFP, Rome

UN atomic chief Mohamed
ElBaradei said Thursday that
Iran does not currently pose an
immediate threat as interna-
tional tension over Tehran's
nuclear programme continued
torise.

"Iran does not constitute a
certain and immediate threat for
the international community,"
ElBaradei said in an interview
with Italian RAl television.

The IAEA director called for
international leaders to "give
peace a chance," underlining
that no hidden radioactive sub-
stances or underground produc-
tion sites had yet been found.

However, he admitted: "lran
has not yet completely revealed

all the aspects of its nuclear
programme."

Once again, EIBaradei called
for dialogue, underling that a
calendar was in place for
inspections concerning the
nature of lIran's atomic
programme.

"If we do not obtain satisfying
results in two or three months,
only then will we be able to draw
negative consequences," said
ElBaradei, in ltaly for a general
conference of the UN watchdog
International Atomic Energy
Agency.

Western powers are to meet
in Washington on Friday to
discuss a new UN Security
Council sanctions resolution in
the nuclear standoff and the US
administration is frustrated at

Iran not an 'immediate
threat', says IAEA chief

the lack of progress being made.

The United States and
France want tougher sanctions
against Iran, which has denied
western allegations that it is
covertly developing a nuclear
weapon.

US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice called
Wednesday for diplomatic
action "with teeth" against Iran's
nuclear programme and French
President Nicolas Sarkozy on
Thursday insisted that Tehran
was seeking to build a nuclear
bomb.

Sarkozy said France did not
want a war with Iran over its
nuclear programme, after his
Foreign Minister Bernard
Kouchner recently warned of a
possible military action.

US backs 'smooth’
return to democracy
in ally Pakistan

AFP, Washington

The United States wants to see a
smooth transition to democracy in
Pakistan for the country's long-term
stability and to aid the fight against
terror, a top State Department
official said Thursday.

The comments by Richard
Boucher came after Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf said he
would seek re-election on October 6
while still serving as army chief.

Without commenting specifically
on Musharraf's announcement, the
State Department's assistant secre-
tary for South and Central Asia said
an end to military rule would benefit
both Pakistani and US interests.

Addressing postgraduate stu-
dents at Washington's Johns
Hopkins University, Boucher said
that "long-term stability in Pakistan
requires areturn todemocracy."

"We want to see that transition,
we want to see it to be a fair elec-
tion so thatin the end, it's about the
people of Pakistan... and respect-
ing the choices they make," he
said.

Boucher stressed that Pakistan
was an indispensable US ally in the

"war against terror," and noted that
Musharraf now faces a declaration
of war from al-Qaeda chief Osama
bin Laden.

"We want to see continuity in
terms of Pakistan being better able
to continue that fight for the long
term, continue not just in the military
dimension but in the economic and
social dimension," he said.

Opposition parties in Pakistan
immediately vowed to quit parlia-
ment over Musharraf's plans to win
another five-year term in uniform.
He announced this week that he
would step down as army chief, but
only if he wins the poll.

Musharraf, who seized power in
a 1999 coup and whose popularity
has nosedived, must also hope the
Supreme Court does not uphold any
of the legal challenges that political
rivals have filed against his eligibil-
ity.

"This transition in Pakistan, we
want it to be smooth, we wantitto be
successful... but it has to result in a
more stable and democratic sys-
tem," Boucher said.

N Korea nuke talks to
resume next week

Says China

AFP, Beijjing

The much-anticipated next round
of six-party talks on disarming
North Korea's nuclear programmes
will be held next week in Beijing,
China's foreign ministry
announced yesterday.

"Following consultations, the
six-party talks... will be held from
September 27 to 30 in Beijing," the
ministry said in a short statement
onits website.

The disarmament negotiations,
which opened in 2003, group the
two Koreas, China, Japan, Russia
and the United States.

In a landmark deal brokered in
February, North Korea agreed to
dismantle all of its nuclear facilities
and programmes in exchange for
diplomatic concessions and energy
and other aid.

In July it shut down its only
operating reactor at Yongbyon in
return for 50,000 tons of fuel oil.

At next week's meeting, repre-
sentatives are expected to work on
setting a firm deadline for the
permanent disabling of the North's
nuclear facilities, as called for in the
February deal.

US top nuclear negotiator
Christopher Hill said earlier this

week that participants in the six-
party talks would also seek to
devise and adopt a "work plan" for
Pyongyang to declare and disable
its entire nuclear arsenal.

Negotiators are also expected
to set a date for the first meeting of
foreign ministers from the six
nations involved in the talks to end
Pyongyang's nuclear drive, which
was given new urgency when it
tested a nuclear device last year.

The talks had been expected to
start on Wednesday this week, but
according to Western diplomats in
Beijing, North Korea pulled out for
unspecified reasons.

The postponement also came
amid reports of North Korean anger
over delayed shipments of oil from
China and other news reports
from the United States suggesting
that Pyongyang could be supply
Syria with nuclear technology.

China said Tuesday that it had
delivered 50,000 tons of oil aid to
North Korea, but foreign ministry
officials refused to comment on the
reported delays.

Also on Tuesday, North Korea
denied that it was helping Syria to
develop nuclear weapons and
insisted it was keeping an earlier
pledge not to allow the transfer of
nuclear materials.

Thousands
protest racial
injustice

in US South

AFP, Jena

In a scene reminiscent of the US civil
rights movement of the 1950s,
thousands marched through this
small Louisiana town Thursday
protesting what they say is wide-
spread inequality and racism in the
US criminal justice system.

"It's amazing," civil rights leader
Reverend Al Sharpton told CNN as he
marched with the crowd. "You see the
beginning of a movement that will deal
with the criminal justice system in this
country."

Wearing black clothing as a sign
of mourning, protesters bused in
from across the country chanted "No
Justice! No Peace!" and swarmed
the grounds of the town's high
school, many bending to touch the
stump of a tree cut down after it
sparked months of racial tensions.

Five decades after US schools
were officially desegregated, that
tree was known as the "white tree"
because only white students at Jena
High School satinits shade.

Afew black students tried to cross
the schoolyard's invisible color line
last September and sit under the
"white tree." They arrived the next
morning to find three nooses hanging
from it, a stark symbol of the lynch-
ing, which once terrorized southern

blacks.

PHOTO: AFP
An army helicopter arrives at the site of a suicide attack in Kabul yesterday. A
suicide car bomber blew himself up in the Afghan capital Kabul on Friday,
killing a French soldier with Nato's International Security Assistance Force,
the French military and police said.

Pakistan
dismisses
al-Qaeda
threat

AP, Islamabad

Pakistan on Friday dismissed
Osama bin Laden as a terrorist
whose "ridiculous" call for holy war
against its US-allied leader will find
little echo, despite growing concern
that al-Qaeda is regrouping near the

Afghan border.
In a recording released
Thursday, bin Laden urged

Pakistanis to wage Jihad against
President Gen Pervez Musharraf
because of his alliance with the US
against Islamic militants.

The al-Qaeda chief's message
received wide but short-lived media
coverage in Pakistan. Attention
quickly returned to Musharraf's
disputed re-election bid and fast-
rising food prices.

But it could feed into a growing
debate here about whether
Pakistan is sacrificing its own stabil-
ity by playing such a prominent and
prolonged role in a US-led cam-
paign against terrorism.

Officials on Friday played down
the possible impact of the al-Qaeda
leader's call.

"If Osama bin Laden has spoken
tothe people and urged themtorise,
and the people were really following
him, they would have done so much
earlier," said army spokesman Maj
Gen Waheed Arshad. "He doesn't
have much following here.”

27 Pakistanis die
after consuming
poisonous
alcohol

AP,Karachi

At least 27 people have died after
consuming poisonous alcohol in
southern Pakistan, police said
yesterday.

The deaths were reported late
Thursday and early Friday after
more than three dozen people were
brought to various hospitals in
Karachi, the nation's biggest city,
after falling unconscious.

Their relatives told doctors that
they had consumed "poisonous
alcohol," said Javed Bukhari, the
city's police chief. About 10 people
are still being treated in hospital and
are in stable condition.

Police have detained two men
accused of preparing the contami-
nated alcohol, Bukhari said.

It is illegal for Muslims in
Pakistan to drink alcohol, and
there are only a handful of
licensed producers catering to
non-Muslims, who make up about
5 percent of the 160 million popu-
lation.

‘Number of
Iraqi displaced
nears 2m’

AFP, Baghdad

The number of Iraqis displaced in
their own country because of ram-
pant insecurity has reached almost
two million following a sudden jump
in August, Irag's Red Crescent
reported on Friday.

It said more than 280,000 fami-
lies, or 1.9 million people, were
displaced by the end of August,
compared to 1.1 million people at
the end of the previous month,
according to the report, a copy of
which was obtained by AFP.

The report gave no explanation
for the massive jump in a single
month, but said the figure had been
ontherise ever since January.

Baghdad accounted for the lion's
share of the increase, with 970,000
more people classified as dis-
placed. Most of them, about
823,000 people, were from the
mainly Shiite east bank of the Tigris
river which runs across the city.

Israel imposes West
Bank lockdown

Hamas leader detained in refugee camp

AFP, Jerusalem/ Nablus

Israel imposed a lockdown on the
occupied West Bank overnight as
part of security measures brought
in for Yom Kippur, the Jewish day of
atonement and the holiest in the
Hebrew calendar, the army said.

"The total closure came into effect
overnight and will last until Sunday
morning unless it is extended," an
army spokesman said.

Yom Kippur is the holiest and
mostimportant holiday in Judaism.

The observant neither eat nor
drink from sundown Friday until
sundown Saturday as they pray for
forgiveness for their sins.

Israel suspends all TV and radio
broadcasts, stops all public trans-
port and closes ports and airports
during the holiday, along with
entertainment venues.

This year is the 34th anniver-
sary of the start of the 1973 Yom
Kippur War when Egypt and Syria

launched a surprise assault on the
Jewish state which cost the lives of
2,700 Israelis and which continues
to hauntthe Jewish state.

Meanwhile, Israeli special
forces yesterday arrested a local
Hamas commander in a West
Bank refugee camp where the
army concluded a four-day opera-
tion, sources on both sides said.

The Islamist movement said
Israeli troops arrested Nihad
Shkirat, 35, a senior official for the
northern Nablus region.

A military official described him
as the Hamas military commander
in the Ein Beit Elma refugee camp
and said he was connected to a
local cell that was plotting an immi-
nent suicide attackin Israel.

He was detained at dawn by
special forces disguised as
Palestinians, the official added.

The army said troops arrested
50 suspects in Ein Beit ElIma during
four days of operations that wound
up on Friday.

PHOTO: AFP
Lebanese mourners carry the coffins of assassinated MP Antoine Ghamen and his bodyguards during their funeral
in Beirut yesterday. Lebanon was in mourning for the funeral of Ghanem and his bodyguards whose death has
stirred fears of more instability in the tense runup to a presidential vote in parliament.

North Korea, Syria hold
talks amid suspicion

AP, AFP, Seoul

North Korea and Syria held high-
level talks Friday in Pyongyang,
the North's state media reported,
amid suspicions that the two
countries might be cooperating on
anuclear weapons programme.

The talks took place between
Choe Tae Bok, secretary of the
Central Committee of the North's
ruling Workers' Party, and Saaeed
Eleia Dawood, director of the
organizational department of
Syria's Baath Arab Socialist Party,
the official Korean Central News
Agency reported.

The two sides discussed ways
of improving friendship and coop-
eration and other issues of bilat-
eral interest, KCNA said without
elaborating.

Their meeting drew attention
because it came amid suspicions
that North Korea may be providing

nuclear assistance to Syria, a
charge that both Pyongyang and
Damascus deny.

The allegations arose after an
alleged Israeli air raid earlier this
month on unknown Syrian targets
possibly connected to a weapons
programme.

Andrew Semmel, acting US
deputy assistant secretary of
state for nuclear nonproliferation
policy, said last week that North
Koreans were in Syria, and that
Syria may have had contacts with
"secret suppliers" to obtain
nuclear equipment.

Semmel did not identify the
suppliers, but said North Koreans
were in Syria and that he could not
exclude that the network run by
the disgraced Pakistan nuclear
scientist AQ Khan may have been
involved.

President Bush, when asked at
a news conference Thursday

about the suspicions that North
Koreais giving nuclear assistance
to Syria, said, "We expect them
notto.”

"We expect them to honour
their commitment to give up weap-
ons and weapons programmes,
and to the extent that they are
proliferating, we expect them to
stop their proliferation," Bush told
apress conference.

Bush refused to comment on
the reported links between
Pyongyang and Damascus, but
South Korea's Yonhap news
agency said Friday that North
Korea had trained Syrian missile
engineers.

The Yonhap report, quoting
unidentified North Korea watch-
ers, also said Syria had bartered
farm products and computers for
missiles from the Stalinist state.
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