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South Africa fast bowler Morne Morkel is delighted after trapping New Zealand batsman Ross Taylor in front during their Super Eights tie at Kingsmead in

Proteas bring Kiwis down

Durban on Wednesday.
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Sachin Tendulkar
(Indian cricket superstar)

"One-day cricket puts a lot of
pressure and there are more
chances of injury. So, one-day
cricket is what | may stop playing
before Tests."

What to

- ]
ESPN
ICC World Twenty20
Australia v Sri Lanka
Live from 1:45pm
Bangladesh v Pakistan
Live from 5:45pm
South Africa v India
Live from 9:45pm

AFP, Durban
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Justin Kemp
blasted 89
not out off 56
balls after
Morne Morkel claimed 4-17 as
South Africa thrashed New Zealand
by six wickets in the Twenty20 world
championships here on
Wednesday.

Graeme Smith's home team
restricted the Kiwis to 153-8 after
giving them first strike at the
Kingsmead and then knocked off
the modest target with five balls to
spare.

Itwas New Zealand's only defeat
in three matches of the Super Eights
and left them level with South Africa
on two wins each.

Both teams will advance to the
semifinals from Group E if India lose

to England here later
Wednesday.

If India win and also beat South
Africa in their last match on
Thursday, a three-way tie will be
decided on netrun-rates.

England, who lost their first two
matches, have been knocked out of
the semi-final race.

Pakistan are the first team to
make the last four in the 12-nation
tournament after beating Sri Lanka
andAustraliain Group F.

The second spot from the group
will go to the winner of Thursday's
crucial tie between Australia and Sri
Lankain Cape Town.

Kemp hammered six boundaries
and as many sixes in his match-
winning knock, ending the match by
lofting Mark Gillespie over the
straight field for six.

Kemp added 65 runs for the

on

fourth wicket with Mark Boucher
(23) and an undefeated 48 for the
fifth with Shaun Pollock, who
remained unbeaten on 16.

The South African blitz came
after two wickets had fallen for 17
runs and a third batsman,
Herschelle Gibbs, was dismissed in
the eighth over with the total at 45.

The emphatic win was set up by
22-year-old fast bowler Morne
Morkel who ensured that New
Zealand lost wickets at regular
intervals.

Morkel narrowly missed becom-
ing the first Twenty20 bowler to
claim five wickets when his penulti-
mate ball which clean bowled
Gillespie was declared a

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

Ricky blow for Aussies

May miss India tour

AFP, Durban
Australian
captain
SOUTH AFRICA z R'CKY. Pqn-
ting will miss

the rest of the Twenty20 world cham-
pionships due to injury and is doubt-
ful for the upcoming tour of India,
team officials said.

Ponting suffered a hamstring
strain while batting during
Australia's six-wicket loss to
Pakistan at the Wanderers in
Johannesburg on Tuesday night.

Ponting's injury, which did not
allow him to field against Pakistan,
comes ahead of Australia's must-
win clash against Sri Lanka in
Cape Town on Thursday.

The winners will qualify for the
semifinals along with Pakistan
from Group F, while the loser will
crash out of the tournament.

Team physiotherapist Alex
Kountouris said Ponting's injury
could keep him out of the game for
four weeks, making him an unlikely
starter for the seven-match one-
day series in India starting on
September 29.

"Over the next three to five days
we will have a much better indica-
tion of where it's heading, so we
will know whether he will have to
go home or be able to go to India,"
Kountouris told reporters.

"Hopefully, he will take some
partin the series in India. The best-
case scenario is a couple of

weeks. The worst case scenario is
fourweeks."

Kountouris said Ponting
strained his hamstring while run-
ning between the wickets against
Pakistan.

"He just took off for a run and felt
itabit," the physiotherapist said.

"He was stretching his left leg
because he was not sure if there
was a problem. | don't think he has
had a hamstring strain before.

"He wasn't really sure what it
feelslike."

Ponting, who won the ICC's
player of the year award for the
second successive year, arrived in
South Africa just two days before
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Crucial SAFF
meeting on
Oct 8

SPORTS REPORTER

South Asian Football Federation
(SAFF) general secretary Sirajul
Islam Bachchu confirmed yesterday
that the organisation has yetto seta
date for the draw of the coming
SAFF Championship.

When drawn his attention to a
press report, which mentioned that
the draw of the eight-nation regional
football meet has been deferred,
Bachchu said that the SAFF has not
setsuch adate.

"Actually, the executive meeting of
the SAFF was due on September 26 in
Male. It will now be held in Colombo on
October 8," said Bachchu, who is also
the vice-president of the Bangladesh
Football Federation.

Maldives and Sri Lanka will jointly
host the event on December this year
and Bachchu informed that Male was
notready forthe meeting.

"The general secretaries of all
eight federation will be present
there. If the other pending issues
are solved and everything falls into
places, we may hold the draw after
the October 8 meeting."

When asked whether defending
champions India were really reluc-
tant to play in December, the SAFF
secretary said that the Indian FAhas
yet to say anything negative offi-
cially or unofficially.

"Even sponsors World Sports
Group are ready. | have asked the IFA
to give its stand about the December
schedule and expect to get a reply
very soon.

The two group matches will be
played in Colombo and Male and
the semifinals and the final are due
to be held in the Lankan capital. It
was learnt that Maldives were trying
to stage one semifinal.

Babloo U-19
soccer coach

SPORTS REPORTER

Hasanuzzaman Babloo has been
trusted with the national under-19
football team once again after the
Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) failed to find a suitable candi-
date.

The BFF had named the U-19
squad for the 2nd Indo-Bangladesh
Bangla Games to be held in Dhaka by
the end of this year without a coach.

With all the age-group coaches
being busy, the football governing
body had to relieve the former
national winger -- a 'crisis man' for
the federation in different times -- off
his national duty.

Babloo, who coached the
national team before current coach
Syed Nayeemuddin of India took
over, was in charge of the previous
national team in the Asian Cup
qualifiers as well as guiding the
Olympic team. He was also coach of
the U-19s during the first edition of
the Bangla Games.

Still in Cox's Bazar with the
preliminary national squad -- as
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BCB to honour
ACC champs

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) will
today distribute prizes among mem-
bers of the national women's cricket
team, which emerged champions in
the ACC Women's Cricket
Tournamentin Malaysia.

BCB president Maj Gen Sina lbn
Jamali will distribute prizes in the
afternoon at BCB's Navana Tower
office in Gulshan.

Teams

Australiav SriLanka
Town
Bangladesh v Pakistan

G AccessTEL

THE BROADBAND COMPANY
wWww.accesstel

net

Time
2:00pm

6:00pm

Dhoni must be protected
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INTERNET, undated

Athletes constantly make deals with
themselves. To be a state cham-
pion, the runner tells himself, | must
invest 'X' hours, to be an interna-
tional champion 'Y' hours.
Leadership has its own trade-offs.
Indian captains agree to see less of
their children. Watch their hair turn
white. Live with daily dissections of
their character. Find their patience
stretched (and sponsorships swell).
It is all worth it. Till a point comes
whenitis not.

It gets too much. And captains limp
away, even afterwinning a series.

Rahul Dravid probably had
enough. The high-anxiety world of
Indian cricket can slowly suffocate a
captain, and the incessant stress
can alter a man. A cricketer of
patient calm, Dravid became tetchy,
especially with some media.

In moments of introspection,
perhaps he recognised this, disliked
his new reflection, and figured the
deal was not worth itany more.

All athletes are confronted by
pressure, and Dravid's record as
batsman is proof he wears it well. But
perhaps this particular pressure of
leading India, which is almost
proudly portrayed as “the toughest
job in cricket/sport/India”, is becom-
ing so throttling that the very life-
cycle of the Indian captain will inevi-
tably shorten. There is no insulation
against the daily hysteria: instead of
contemplating strategy, captains are
being interrupted by officials, saying:
“The team shirts have not come”.

A former Australian captain says,
“Ponting faces one-millionth the
pressure an Indian captain does”. It
helps that Ponting is not impeded by
officials but in fact protected. The
Indian captain, almost none who
have been groomed because no one
knows how, is hurled into the deep
end without so much as an inflatable
armband. Eventually, most sink. In
no other organisation is a leader so
absent of support. In England, it is
alleged, an official was planting
questions at press conferences
designed to embarrass Dravid. In his
second captaincy, Tendulkar's
frustration was etched painfully on
hisface.

Dravid apparently lacked the
requisite personality to lead India, a
nice fellow but absent of the precise
virtues (thick skin, boldness, commu-
nication skills), or vices (arrogance),
for this job. Perhaps. But what do we
do? Clone Ganguly, the finest cap-
tain we can remember?

Ganguly was an appealing
leader, but to presume only a specific
type of person can flourish as a
leader because the Indian cricketing
environment is so unique limits the
job to very few men. Perhaps more
than finding the right personality
type, it is about creating the right
environment.

Australia's last three captains,
Mark Taylor, Steve Waugh and
Ricky Ponting own dissimilar per-
sonalities, but it has scarcely mat-
tered. They have all been allowed to
be themselves.

Dhoni is the new one-day cap-
tain; Tendulkar is possibly the next
Test captain. But it is pointless if the
BCCI merely appoints them and
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Bangladesh
missed ano-
ther chance
of tuming the
table on formidable Sri Lanka to keep
their hopes alive for a semifinals spotin
the ICC World Twenty20
Championship and the culprits were
none otherthan the batsmen.

For the Tigers, inconsistency
has been a big worry and there was
no exception even in the shortest
version of the game. It was hard to
believe after their poor showings in
the last three games that the same
team had eliminated West Indies by
six wickets in their opening match.
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New Zealand
India
England
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(The table is updatedtill the match between South Africa and New Zealand).

The brainless batting perfor-
mance by Mohammad Ashraful's
men in Johannesburg Tuesday
night simply brought back the
memories of the opportunities they
let go against the same team during
theirrecent Testand ODl series.

Cricket-lovers were glued to
their television sets last night with
high hopes, relishing yet another
victory after the bowlers restricted
the vaunted Sri Lankan batting to
only 147 runs, but the batsmen
shattered their hopes again after
being bowled out for 83 to suffer an
embarrassing 64-run defeat.

One stat can give a clear picture
of Bangladesh batsmen's madness
in their chase as their innings was

SUPER EIGHTS TABLE

T NR Pts NRR
0 0 4 +0.77
0 0 4 +0.05
0 0 0 -0.50
0 0 0 -0.60
T NR Pts NetRR
0 0 4 +1.04
0 0 2 +1.16
0 0 2 +0.77
0 0 0 -2.86

Lost & Confused: Part li

wrapped up with 4.1 overs to spare
--believeitornot.

This latest format of cricket by
default encourages risk-taking
shots but that doesn't necessarily
mean that one doesn't apply proper
judgment and calculated approach
while batting to chase down a total
againstarich bowling attack.

Bangladesh captain himself
could have been the perfect exam-
ple of this kind of stupidity as the
right-hander lost his way, though it
was nothing new in his career, after
a brilliant match-winning 61-run
knock against the West Indies. The
way he skied left-arm pacer
Chaminda Vaas to covers simply
sunk his side.

It looked that Bangladesh bats-
men went for the kill rather than
achieving a target and thus the in
form Aftab Ahmed carved three
sensational fours in the first six balls
of his innings but lasted less than
two overs atthe crease.

It seemed that Bangladesh were
confused at deciding on the right
pace for an innings in the meet as
against South Africa, in their last
group match, they were sense-
lessly aggressive and frenzied in
the extreme while against Australia,
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Bangladesh batsman Shakib Al Hasan looks back at his disturbed castle during the
Super Eights tie against Sri Lanka at the Wanderers in Johannesburg on Tuesday.

McGrath keen
on Twenty20

AFP, Sydney

Retired Australian paceman Glenn
McGrath Wednesday said he was
keen to be involved in Twenty20
cricket in India, but wouldn't want it
to overtake the longer forms of the
game.

McGrath, who retired after
Australia won their third World Cup
in April, is in training for next year's
Indian Premier League Twenty20
provincial competition, a move he is
excited about.

"People coming to watch the
game are probably not your main-
stream cricket fans so it's bringing
more people to the game, which is
great,” he told Australian press
agency AAP.

But he said he would hate to see
the shortest form of the game over-
shadow the five-day Test match or
the 50-over one-day game.

"The effect it will have on Test
cricket or one-day cricket, hopefully it
won'tbe negative," McGrath said.

He said the higher run-rates of
Twenty20 cricket could broaden the
sport's appeal but the shortest form
also had the potential to overtake
traditional formats in places like the
US where cricket lacks a strong
foothold.

"l would hate to see it take the
spot of Test cricket and one-day
cricket," McGrath said.

"Hopefully there is room for all
three forms of the game but we'll

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1




	Page 1

