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Say good-bye to IMF

Speakers urge govt

UNB, Dhaka

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
urged the government to “say good-
bye to IMF” and not to sign any
agreement that would go against
the interest of the country.

They also called upon the gov-
ernment to place the proposed
Policy Support Instrument (PSI) in
front of the public before signing it.

Bangladesh Economic
Association (BEA) President Quazi
Kholiguzzaman emphasised that
the country must be freed from the
clutches of IMF. “We don't want the
IMF at all, they can leave the coun-
try tomorrow,” he said.

About the PSI agreement, he said
the government must let the people
know the conditions laid by IMF.

Dr Atiur Rahman said it is the
high time to think about throwing
IMF out of the country. “We don't
need another PRGF agreement as
this type of agreement compro-
mises the sovereignty of a country
to take policy decision,” he said.

“The government should discuss
more to make the PSI treaty trans-
parent,” said Prof Muzaffer Ahmad
speaking at the roundtable titled
'IMF policy and Bangladesh' at
Jatiya Press Club.

Media Foundation for Trade and
development and Young
Entrepreneurs’ Forum of Global-
Bangla Foundation jointly organ-
ised the roundtable.

Prof Muzaffer, also chairman of
Transparency International
Bangladhesh (TIB), suggested a
thorough discussion on the PSI
agreement in the media in the
absence of parliament.

He said the objectives of the IMF
are now under question for it has
deviated from its initial objectives.

Interest of the country must be
preserved in entering into any
agreement with donor agencies and
countries, he added.

Prof Muzaffer was highly critical
of the bureaucrats. “The bureau-
crats always tend to take decision
quietly, hiding the intricate issues
from the economists lest their
intention is exposed.”

He added, “Many of the minis-
ters of Ershad regime were
appointed in the World Bank and for
that they could not get out from that

mentality.”

Economist Abu Ahmed wanted
that the PSl is informed to the peo-
ple before signing any agreement
with IMF. “IMF wants to sell loans to
us as our present policy makers are
weak-hearted ... IMF is not at all a
donoragency.”

“People of this country are ready
to extend loans to the government
through capital market and that may
help overcome its problems,” added
ProfAbu.

'Fair price' shops to have
impact on prices soon

Says BDR DG

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N’ganj

has no role in raising prices, Maj

The 'fair price' shops run by the
BDR would have an impact on the
prices of essentials within the next
seven to ten days, but the people
should remain patient, BDR
Director General Maj Gen Shakil
Ahmed said yesterday.

The BDR is trying its best to
control the price and will open more
such shops for the middle-income
group in Dhaka soon, he added.

The BDR DG was speaking at a
meeting with business leaders at
the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA) office in
Narayanganj. Later, he inaugu-
rated a fair price shop at
Panchabati. The BDR will run the
shop in association with BKMEA.

At present, the 'price syndicate'

Gen Shakil Ahmed said and
blamed international market prices
for the price hike here.

Besides, floods have damaged
crops and vegetables, leading to
the shortage of supply to the mar-
ket, he said, adding that the middle-
men are also active who are
responsible for the price hike.

"However, these middlemen are
not wealthy and we have to break
up this system after providing them
with alternative employment," he
said.

He also called on the business-
men to come forward to set up fair
price shops.

BKMEA President Fazlul
Haque, Major Maksud of the joint
forces and Deputy Commissioner
Faizul Kabir were present at the
meeting.

PHOTO: STAR
Namaz-e-janaza of ASHK Sadeque, former education minister and Awami League leader, was held at the South Plaza
ofthe Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yesterday.

US report on religious freedom

UNB, Dhaka

A US report has said while
Bangladesh government publicly
supported freedom of religion and
there was traditional inter-
community amity, "attacks" on
religious and ethnic minorities
continued to be a problem.

"Religion exerted a significant
influence on politics, and the govern-
ment was sensitive to the Islamic
consciousness of its political allies
and the majority of its citizens," said
the International Religious Freedom
Report 2007 in its Bangladesh
chapter.

The report released by the US
Bureau of Democracy, Human
Rights and Labour on September 14
said protests demanding that
Ahmadiyyas be declared non-
Muslim and instances of harass-
ment continued sporadically, but the
government generally acted in an
effective manner to protect the
Ahmadiyyas and their property.

It said citizens were generally
free to practice the religion of their
choice; "however, government
officials, including the police, were
often ineffective in upholding law
and order and were sometimes slow
to assist religious minority victims of
harassment and violence."

The report noted that the govern-
ment and many civil-society leaders
stated that violence against religious
minorities normally had political or
economic motivations and could not
be attributed only to religion.

It cited reports of what is dubbed
as societal abuses and discrimina-
tion based on religious belief or
practice during the period covered
by this report.

"Hindu, Christian, and Buddhist
minorities experienced discrimina-
tion and sometimes violence...
Harassment of Ahmadiyyas contin-
ued along with protests demanding
that Ahmadiyyas be declared non-
Muslims," the report said.

It said the US government dis-
cusses religious freedom issues
with the Bangladesh government as
part of its overall policy to promote
human rights.

In meetings with officials and in
public statements, officers at the US
embassy encouraged the govern-
ment to protect the rights of minori-
ties.

"Publicly and privately, the
embassy denounced acts of reli-
gious intolerance and called on the
government to ensure due process
forall citizens," the report said.

It said the US ambassador made
several visits to minority religious
communities around the country. In

April 2007, she visited the Roman
Catholic mission in Madhupur to
meet the Garo community after the
death of one of theirleaders.

Religion exerted a powerful
influence on politics, and the govern-
ment was sensitive to the Muslim
consciousness of its political allies,
the Jamaat Islami and the Islami
Oikya Jote, as well as the majority of
its citizens, the report said about the
pastscenario.

In December 2006, the report
said, the Awami League upset many
of its minority and liberal supporters
when it signed an electoral pact with
Bangladesh Khelafat Majlish.

"The agreement committed a
future Awami League-led govern-
ment to recognising some fatwas
and an official declaration that the
Prophet Mohammad is the last
prophet, a direct challenge to the
Ahmadiyya community," it
observed.

Ahmadiyyas and liberal
Bangladeshis criticised the agree-
ment as politically expedient and
inconsistent with core party princi-
ples.

It said following this criticism and

open rebellion among senior party
leaders, the Awami League quietly
allowed the agreement to lapse after
imposition of the state of emergency.

The Ministry of Religious Affairs
administered three funds for reli-
gious and cultural activities: the
Islamic Foundation, the Hindu
Welfare Trust, and the Buddhist
Welfare Trust.

According to the government, the
report said, the Christian
Community did not want govern-
ment involvement in its religious
affairs and requested that there not
be any similar organisation for their
community. However, the govern-
ment told Christian leaders it would
soon establish a welfare trust for
Christians.

The report said major religious
festivals and holy days of the
Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, and
Christian religious groups were
celebrated as national holidays. The
Bangladesh Christian Association
lobbied unsuccessfully for the
inclusion of Easter as a national
holiday.
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Moderately heavy rainfalls a

at Jessore and lowest 24.5 degre

5:45am tomorrow.
Highest and lowest temperat
major cities and towns yesterday

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty or squally wind is likely at many places over Sylhet and Dhaka
divisions and at a few places over Dhaka, Rajshahi, Barisal and
Chittagong divisions in next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

said, predicting nearly unchanged day temperature over the country.
Highest temperature 34.4 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday

The sun sets in the capital at 6:01pm today and rises at

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius
percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 311 26.7 76 92
Chittagong 317 270 76 84
Rajshahi 33.0 267 73 83
Khulna 33.7 26.2 83 92
Barisal 322 26.0 76 95
Sylhet 28,5 245 97 86
Cox's Bazar 33.0 255 77 83

re also likely at places, Met Office

e Celsius at Sylhet.

ure and humidity recorded in some
were:

College student
killed in city
road accident

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A third year student of Leather
Technology College at Hazaribagh
was killed in a road accident in the

city yesterday.
The dead was identified as
Manjurul Hagq Manju, son of

Shamsul Haq of Narinda Lane at
Sutrapurin the city.

The accident occurred when a
bus hit his motorbike from behind at
Motijheel while he was going to his
college, leaving him injured seri-
ously.

Local people rushed him to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where doctors declared
him dead, police said.

Family members said Manju left
home for his college at around
10:30am.

Brahmanbaria

Our Correspondent from
Brahmanbaria adds: Two people
were killed in separate road acci-
dents at Sarail and Nabinagar
upazila in the district in last two
days.

The dead were identified as
Rima Akter, 12, of Bariura village
under Sarail upazila and
Noorunnher Begum, 40, of Jalla
village under Nabinagar upazila.

Noorunnher was killed yester-
day as a speeding bus knocked her
down while she was crossing the

NabinagarCompanyganj road in
Nabinagar upazila, leaving her
dead on the spot.

A speeding bus knocked Rima
from behind and crushed under the
wheels on DhakaSylhet highway at
Bariura village under Sarail
upazila, leaving her dead on the
spoton Friday.

The drivers and helpers of both
the buses managed to escape.

Int'l Ozone
Day today

UNB, Dhaka

International Ozone Day will be
observed in the country as else-
where across the world today with a
vow to protect the ozone layer.

The theme of the day is 'Cele-
brating 20 years of progress in
2007".

Various organisations have
drawn up elaborate programmes to
mark the day.

President lajuddin Ahmed,
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
and Environment and Forest
Adviser CS Karim yesterday issued
separate messages on the occa-
sion.

In his message, President
lajuddin Ahmed said Bangladesh,
as a signatory to the Montreal
Protocol, has already taken up
various measures to protect the
ozone layer.

But the people across the world
are still concerned about ozone
layer depletion, as there has been
no fall in the use of ozone layer
depleting substances, he said.

He hoped that the celebrations
of the day would raise awareness
among the people to protect the
ozone layer.

Sadeque laid to
rest at Banani
graveyard with
state honour

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

ASHK Sadeque, former education
minister and Awami League (AL)
leader, was laid to rest yesterday at
the Banani graveyard in the city with
state honour.

Before the burial, a namaz-e-
janaza was held at the South Plaza
ofthe Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Chief Adviser Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed, Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar,
Deputy Speaker Akhter Hamid
Siddique, Foreign Adviser Dr
Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury,
Education Adviser Ayub Quadri,
former speaker Abdul Hamid, former
chief whip and BNP secretary gen-
eral Khandaker Delwar Hossain,
former opposition chief whip Abdus
Shahid, former ministers and MPs
attended the namaz-e-janaza.

They also prayed for the salva-
tion of the departed soul.

Speaker Jamiruddin Sirkar and
Deputy Speaker Akhter Hamid
Siddiqui placed wreath on the coffin
of Sadeque.

Earlier in the morning, the body of
Sadeque was brought to AL central
office at Gulistan where different
parties including AL and its front
organisations paid tributes to their
leader.

The coffin was covered with
national and Al party flag.

Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Motia
Chowdhury, Hasanul Haq Inu,
Advocate Rahmat Ali, Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury, Mukul Bose, Abdul
Matin Khasru, Habibur Rahman
Siraj, Advocate Sahara Khatun,
Nurul Islam Nahid, Prof Nazma
Rahman and Dr Dipu Moni were
presenton the occasion.

A namaz-e-janaza was also held
there.

The ex-minister died of cardiac
arrest at his village home in
Keshabpur upazila in Jessore on
September 9.

PHOTO: STAR
BNP’s expelled secretary general Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan speaks at a meeting of his followers at a city community
centre yesterday.

Uneven deals cause Tk 2,100cr

loss a year in energy sector
Speakers tell view exchange meet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country is losing Tk 2,100 crore
every year in the gas and power
sector due to uneven deals with the
multinational companies imple-
menting development projects,
said speakers at a view exchange
meeting yesterday.

Ifthe previous governments had
made the deals public before
signing them, the people would
have prevented the deals, thereby
stemming the losses, they said.

As a result, the country's eco-
nomic growth could have exceeded
8 percent, they added.

Campaign on Citizens' Right to

Information organised the meeting
on 'International lending organisa-
tion: Development and deal' at
Dhaka Reporters' Unity auditorium.

The political governments had
concealed all the deals signed with
some multinational companies as
per donors' prescriptions, Prof Anu
Mohamamd said.

The country is losing Tk 2,100
crore every year in the gas and
power sector as it has to pay higher
prices to multinational companies
for gas and power, he said.

Welcoming the finance
adviser's remarks that the govern-
ment will make public all deals with
donors before signing them, Prof

Abu Ahmed said the government
should also reduce its dependence
on aid with conditions.

He also suggested raising funds
for the proposed Padma Bridge
through capital market.

Presenting a paper, Zakir
Hossain, member secretary of the
organisation, said the country has
significantly reduced its depend-
enceonaidinthelastfew years.

The government should now
focus on homegrown policies as
guidelines for the development of
every sector, he added.

STREET CHILDREN

Integrated approach a must
for their overall development

Experts tell workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Experts at a workshop yesterday
said only rescue and rehabilitation
cannot ensure the mainstreaming of
street children.

They said further collaboration

8 robbers held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police last night arrested eight
suspected robbers and recovered
looted cash and valuables from their
possessions six hours after the gang
had raided the house of a business-
man at Shyampur in the city.

The identities of the alleged
robbers, arrested from different
places at Shyampur and other
nearby areas during a series of raids
ending at 9:00pm, could not be
known immediately.

Police said a gang of eight rob-
bers entered the second-floor apart-
ment of Kabir Hossain at 1:30pm
pressing the doorbell.

They tied up hands and legs of all
the family members, kept them
hostage at knife point and looted
gold ornaments weighing 12 tolas,
and Tk 82 thousand in cash.

On information, police rushed to
the spot and arrested one Liton for
his suspicious movement.

Following clues from Liton, police
arrested the eight robbers and
recovered looted gold ornaments
weighing eight tolas and Tk 60,500
from their possessions.

between government and non-
government organisation is needed
for their social integration.

The three-day workshop titled
'Family and community based
reintegration of street children and
children without parental care'
began at the LGED seminar room at
Agargaon in the city.

The workshop has been organ-
ised jointly by the Protection of
Children at Risk (PCAR) Project of
the Ministry of Social Welfare and
the United Nations Children's Fund
(Unicef).

Social Welfare Secretary M A
Hye Howlader addressed the inau-
gural session as chief guest.

He said overall development of
the street children is possible if
every segment of the community is
brought under the umbrella of
integrated development approach.

Presiding over the session,
Director General of social services
department Hafizul Islam Mia said
the workshop is aimed to develop
strategies and implement guide-
lines for the reintegration of children
of two categories- street children
and children without parental care.

"The workshop would be helpful
to go ahead systematically and
effectively with standard guidelines
for family and community based
reintegration of street children and
children without parental care," he
added.

Speaking as chief facilitator of
the workshop, Unicef Consultant
John Frederick said only provision

of education does not necessarily
mean the rehabilitation of the aban-
doned children unless they are
reintegrated into the community and
society.

PCAR National Project Director
Md Igbal pointed out the lack of
adequate resource for the social
integration of the underprivileged
children even after receiving
lifeskills and vocational training.

Around 30 representatives from
different child rights organisations
and government officials concerned
are taking part in the workshop that
willend on Monday.

Indian clothes
worth Tk 50
lakh seized

UNB, Comilla

Police seized a truck carrying smug-
gled Indian clothes worth about Tk
50 lakh at Ulan village in Sadar
Dakshin upazila early yesterday.

Acting on a tip-off, the police
intercepted the truck near Ulan
mosque at about 3:00am and
seized 1,851 pieces of Indian saree
and 385 sets of three-pieces.

The police also arrested Rubel,
helper of the truck, from the spot.

Committee reviewing high-rise knock-down impact

FROM PAGE 16

According to the government notice,
the buildings have unauthorised
heights of 35 feet to 125 feet.

Competent sources in the gov-
ernment said high-rise buildings
were approved in the air funnel of
Tejgaon airfield after ithad been kept
in an abandoned state during the
regime of former military dictator
Ershad.

Bijoy Swarani with a stretch of
120 feet, which was built in 1987 on
the margin of the runway, is an
evidence that the airfield was aban-
doned, argued a top government
official requesting anonymity.

Rajuk Secretary Md Faruque Jalil
said the notices were served in line
with the Building Construction Act
and Metropolitan Building
Construction Rules of 2006,
because those buildings had been
constructed flouting approved
designs and height limits.

Responding to the question why
Rajuk did not take action against the
buildings at the initial stage, Jalil
said, "ltis true that irregularities also
occurred in the role Rajuk played,
but use of political clout was equally
responsible.”

Rajuk is the designated authority
for enforcing height related rules of
CAAB in building construction.

There are buildings that Rajuk
approved mentioning only the
numbers of stories without specify-
ing the maximum heights, said a
CAAB source adding, whereas the

permissible height of a high-rise
building is calculated in feet accord-
ingtotherules.

The second category of problem-
atic buildings are those that were
built tampering records of height
limits in collusion with certain Rajuk
officials, while the third category
includes buildings built without any
clearance from CAAB, but the
designs of which were approved in
collusion with Rajuk officials.

In many cases, even the original
files are conveniently missing,
making it easier for errant building
owners to legitimise their illegal acts
and fake documents, Rajuk sources
said.

"Rajuk cannot evade its respon-
sibility in the whole process," said
Jalil.

Responding to the question how
the government will compensate the
innocent buyers of portions of those
buildings, or the building owners
who have no fault of their own, the
Rajuk secretary said the govern-
ment has yet to decide on the ques-
tion.

Senior Executive Director (HR) of
Basundhara Group Col (retd) Ahsan
Ullah said, "There is hardly any utility
of Tejgaon Airport today because
only a few training aircraft of the
army aviation regiment and helicop-
ters use the airfield."

"We don't find any justification of
keeping it at the heart of the city
when it can be shifted anywhere
else," he said adding, "The airfield is

not even maintained and has no
equipment a regular airport should
have."

The Ershad government
declared the Tejgaon airfield aban-
doned but a subsequent govern-
ment reinstated its status by turning
it into a domestic airport for short
take-off and landing (STOL) flights,
whichis also nolonger in practice.

Khorshed Alam Sarkar, deputy
director of air traffic services (ATS)
and aerodromes of CAAB, said the
stretch of up to 3, 000 feet from the
end of arunway is a zero height area
and known as the 'stop way' for an
aircraft.

The permitted height for build-
ings increases by one foot with every
50 feet distance over the stretch of
the next 13, 000 feet beginning from
the end of the zero height area,
according to the rules of the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO), of which
Bangladeshis amember.

The permitted height goes up by
1 foot in every 40 feet up to the next
7, 000 feet stretch beginning from
the end of the 13,000 feet stretch.
The permissible maximum height at
the end of that stretch cannot
exceed 150 feet.

The permissible height keeps
increasing by 1 foot in every 40 feet
over the next 30, 000 feet stretch
beginning from the end of the 20,000
feet stretch that starts at the end of
the zero height area.

Indian citizen
sued for
enrolling as
voter in Khulna

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The district election officer (DEO) of
Khulna lodged a case yesterday with
Sonadanga Police Station against an
Indian national accusing him of
enrolling himself as a voter of Ward-
25in Khulna city on September 8.

DEO Mujibar Rahman filed the
case against Maheshwar Bairagi
who was picked up by security forces
at the house of Kishore Kumar
Bairagi of Banargati in Khulna city on
September 12. He had enrolled
himself at the Shahid Suhrawardy
School voter enrolment centre in the
city.

Maheshwar is an Indian national
hailing from Akrampur of Hawrah
district of West Bengal, sources said.

According to the officer-in-charge
(OC) of Sonadanga Police Station,
Maheshwar's citizenship certificate
from Hawrah municipality was recov-
ered and he has been accused of
violating Section-18 of Election
Ordinance-2007 of Bangladesh.

The complainant said the case
was filed after thorough investiga-
tions following his arrest.

Meanwhile, intelligence agencies,
following allegations, are investigat-
ing whether similar cases exist. The
army is assisting the investigations,
the DEO said.

He said 1,18,866 voters of the 31
wards in Khulna City did not register
their names on the voter list. The total
number of voters according to the last
voter list of the city is 4,81,480. Work
on enumerating voters, which started
August 17, in the city concluded
Friday.

Software
Freedom Day
celebrated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Local proponents of free and open
source software, along with their
counterparts in 90 other countries
in the world, yesterday celebrated
Software Freedom Day by holding
a discussion and bringing out a
colourful processionin the city.

Organised by the North South
University Computer Club
(NSUCC), the celebrations centred
around calls for an free and open
source revolution, whereby com-
puter software can be used with
relaxed or non-existent intellectual
property restrictions through col-
laboration between computer
users.

Software Freedom Day is a
global as well as grassroots effort to
educate the public about the impor-
tance of software freedom and the
availability of free and open soft-
ware.

Local teams from all over the
world organise the events on the
third Saturday in September.

The NSUCC organised a work-
shop on the university premises
where they discussed the advan-
tages and drawbacks of using open
source software.

The workshop was followed by
ceremoniously installing the popu-
lar open-source operating system
Linux, and how it can be used for
the development of software for the
benefit of users.

An exhibition on customised
Linux desktop and a rally from the
NSU premises were also part of the
celebrations.

Death anniversary

Today is the 8th
death anniver-
sary of Pran-
krishna Bala, a
noted social
worker in
Gopalganj, says
apressrelease.

He was well
known for his active role in estab-
lishing schools and colleges.

On the occasion of his death
anniversary, religious programmes
will be held at his eldest son's resi-
dence in Gopalganj and Dhaka.
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Seminar

Brilliant Society organises a seminar
on 'Raising Awareness Against AIDS'".
Venue: Officers’ Club, Baily Road.
Time: 11:00am.

Software launching

Sonali Bank launches new software
‘Remittance Management System
(RMS)". Venue: Sonali Bank, Wage
Earners' Corporate Branch, Dilkusha
C/A. Time: 2:00pm.

Discussion

National Household Workers' Union
and Partnership of Women in Action
jointly organises a discussion on
'Household work: Mordern Day
Slavery'. Venue: National Press Club,
Conference Lounge. Time: 10:00am.
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