Prices of Iftar ite

DWAIPAYAN BARUA

T]]t, prlces of Eﬁscl‘m’lls ha\r(‘
begun toshootup in the port city
ahead of the holy month of
Ramadan, worrying the low and
middle class people.

"Every year it happens just a
week or two before the Ramadan
and there is no exception this
year as well,” said Mohammad
Munir, a primary schoolteacher
who was shopping for Iftar items
at Reazuddin Bazar on Saturday.

Prices of Iftar items like chick-
pea (chhola), white pea (motor),
khesari (one kind of pulse),
onion, dun pea and dates have
already gone up in kitchen mar-
kets.

But the prices of several items
have reduced remarkably in the
wholesale market, said the
wholesale traders,

They said though these com-
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moditics, widely used during
this holy month in particular, are
abundant in the market their
priceshave increased.

Shoppers at kitchen markets
during last three days buying
items for Iftar and Sehri found
pricesunusually high.

Chickpea, imported from
Australi, vastly consumed during
the Ramadan was sold at Tk 66 to
Tk 68 per kg at Reazuddin Bazar
on Sunday, which was Tk 63 a
weekago.

The price was Tk 59 per kg a
month ago, showed a statistics at
thedistrict marketing office.

However, chickpea was
sold at a reduced price of Tk
56.27 per kg in the wholesale
market at Khatunganj the
same day while it was Tk 58.15
last week.

The wholesale rate of differ-
ent quality of chickpea has

already decreased by around Tk
2 per kilogram in last three days,
said Ahmad Rashid Amu, propri-
etor of M/s Abdus Salam
Sowdagar and also the General
Secretary of Chittagong Dal
(pulse) Mill Traders Association,
while talking to this correspon-
dent.

Like chickpea another neces-
sary item for Iftar, khesari -- used
to prepare 'piazoo’ -- was sold at
Tk 29.74 per kg at wholesale
market while the price was Tk
30.81 lastweek, sources said.

But the retailers at different
city markets were selling khesari
atTk34.

"The saleisnotup to themark
compared to previous years as
buyers from outside the city are
yel Lo come, forcing the whole-
salers to sell their goods in
reduced rates, said Md Jamal
Hossain, General Secretary of

Chakiai Industries and Traders'
Association.

The retailers, however, could
notshow any reason for the price
hike.

Onion was being sold in retail
marketsatTk 33 to Tk 34 perkg at
Karnaphuli Market, Reazuddin
Bazar and Bakshirhat while it
was only Tk 28 to Tk 30 five to six
daysago.

The prices of quality dates,
imported from Saudi Arabia,
marked a sharp rise to reach Tk
8010 Tk 100 while it was Tk 60 ten
daysago.

Rasel Anwar, a shopper at
Reazuddin Bazar, said the prices
of dates might increase more
within a few days.

Besides, prices of different
items varied at different mar-
kets in the port city. Essential
iterns like ginger were being
sold at Tk 44 to Tk 45 per kg at

hecoming dear

Reazuddin Bazar while it was Tk
50 to Tk 52 at Karnaphuli
Market.

Several traders and common
people at city markets said a
section of traders are now busy
in making profit targeting the
holymonth.

"They wait for the opporiu-
nity to cash in on the holy month
of self-restraint,” said Mahbuba
Abida, a housewife.

Farida Begum, also a house-
wife, said she might have 1o
curtail her Iftar menu this year
due to price hike of essentials
that she experienced throughout
theyear.

She urged the district admin-
istration as well as Chittagong
City Corporation to regulate the
market situation in order to keep
the prices of commoditics espe-
cially used in Ramadan at rea-
sonablelevel.

'91cyclonic storm still
haunts coastal people

Call for construction of more cyclone shelters and repair of existing ones

NUR UDDIN ALAMGIR

An inadequate number of
cyclone shelters, poor mainte-
nance of the existing ones and
lack of plan for setting up new
shelters remain a matter of grave
concern for the people of the
coastal beltin Chittagong.

The existing sheliers, mostly
set up after 1991 cyclonic storm
and several are before the War of
Liberation, lie in a miserable
state and lace manifold prob-
lems, sources at District Relief
and Rehabilitation Officer
(DRRO) in Chittagong said.

With 50 per cent of the around
400 shelters requiring more or
less repair work, the people fear
large scale of devastation and
casualtics il the cyclonic storm
lashes the coastal areas like that
of April 29,1991,

But, the authorities con-

cerned appear quite indifferent

to the safety of the people who
frequently witness loss of lives
and properties during natural
calamities like flood, cyclone
and tidalupsurge.

Most of the cyclone shelters
were constructed by the Local
Government Engineering
Department (LGED), Public
Works Department (PWD) and
Fducation Engineering
Department while some others
sel up with the financial assis-
tance of Japan, Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia.

The shelters have turned into
a safe haven for the criminals
and the drug peddlers at night-
time while they are being used as
schools in the daytime.

Around 64 shelters, out of 90,
at the offshore upazila of
Sandwip are in a vulnerable
condition and require immedi-
ate repair for keeping them
usable for the people of the

highly disaster-prone area.

Ziaur Rahman, Project
Implementation Officer (P10) of
Sandwip, said around one lakh
people, mostly fishermen and
other lower class people, depend
on the centres during any natu-
ral calamity. He said most of the
doors and the windows of these
shelters are worn out.

There is a PIGn every upazila
for management of the cyclone
shelters under the Ministry for
Food and Disaster Management,

Mansur-E-Alam, an office
assistant of Sitakunda PIO
Office, said some of the centres
were constructed in 1990 while
others before 1965,

"Twenty to 25 per cent of
some 3.34 lakh people living in
10 unions under the upazila
depend on 57 shelters during
any natural disaster here,” Alam
said.

P10 Mohammad Sattar Ali of

Anwara said 40, out of 60 shel-
ters, need repair so badly while
number of the shelters is inade-
quate for some 1,5 lakh peoplein
the disaster-prone coastal
upazila with a population of 3
lakh.

"Several unions in the coastal
belt like Roypur, Barkhine and
Barashat need more centres as
the existing ones can hardly
provide them with shelter,”
Sattarsaid.

Mohammad Ruhul Amin,
DRRO in Chittagong, admitting
the inadequacy of shelters and
miserable condition of the exist-
ing oncs, said they have sent a
proposal to the Ministry of Food
and Disaster Management in
this regard in June.

"In the proposal we have
recommended for repairing the
dilapidated centres and con-
structing new centres”, Ruhul
Aminadded.

i "me Ranjit Kumar Dey alsn addrassed
the conference. .

ZOBAER HOSSAIN SIKDER

The road in Kadamtali area in the port city lies in a dilapidated condition due to excessive rain, posing danger to the passengers as well
as the pedestrians, but the authorities remain indifferent.

* He was ait:hanglng -\fia‘r&s with the
branch managers and officials of NCC
Bank ata city hotel. Bank’s Managing

Director Md Nurul Amin pressded over, it
the meeting.

"We must rentler better servicas to |

our valued customers, aangsida the .
initiatives 1o bring about dynamism
-and more competenty to strengthen

the image of the bank," Tofazzal said,
. Former chairman Principal M
" Waziullah Bhuiyan, Deputy Managing
Director SM Shamsul Alam,
Khatunganj Branch Manager Khan
Jahan Khan and Agrabad Branch. 3
Manager Nurﬁhamed also spoke.
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