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Jail code does
not permit
phone

EC wants power to punish

‘with workers again

Cops don't let BNP open office; workers gather in large number

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Officesofall political parties except
BNPwere teemingwithleadersand
workers in the capital yesterday
after asix-month hiatus followinga
ban onindoor politics.

Awami League (AL), Jatiya Party
(JP), Jamaat-e-Islami, Workers
Party of Bangladesh, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD),
Communist *Party of Bangladesh
(CPB)--all opened their central
offices. But police did not allow the
BNPleaders tounlock theirs.

Khandaker Delwar Hossain, the
newly appointed sccrelary general,
and several hundred leaders and

workers were prevented from
entering the party headquarters at
Naya Paltan.

With the government's decision
to relax the curbs on indoor politics
coming into effect, hundreds of
leaders, workers and supporters
gathered attheir party officesin the
city early in the morning. They
exchanged greetings and hugged
each other, asmany met for the first
timein thelast sixmonths,

Workers of different political
parties expressed salisfaction “at
the caretaker government's move.
They however called foracomplete
withdrawal of the ban on politics
and thestate of emergency aswell.

BNP OFFICE
A huge contingent of police cor-
doned off the BNP office at Naya
Paltan throughout the day.
Khandakar Delwar, along with
RA Goni, a senior member of the
national standing committee,
arrived in [rontof the party office at
about 1:40pm. But they were not
allowed to enter the office. |
Barred, Delwar said, "The gov-
ermnment is curtailing our political
rights. It has gone back on its word
by notallowingus te open the party
office even afterliftingoftheban.”
He however urged the partymen
tokeep patience., !
Earlier, a BNP delegation led by

Assistant Office Sccretary Ruhul
Kabir Rizvi went to the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP) office
to submit an application secking
permission to reopen the party
office. But the police officials
declined to receive the letter. The
BNP team waited forabouttwo and
ahalfhours, buttonoavail.

Several hundred supporters of
detained Chairperson Khaleda Zia
massed in front of the party office
at 9:00am. Many expressed anger
and frustration over the activities
of expelled secretary general Abdul

‘Mannan Bhuiyan,

SEE PAGE 15COL 1

FROM LEFT,.. Law enforcers prevent BNP activists from entering the party central office at Naya Paltan in the capital; AwAm| League leaders attend a Milad
“Mahfil atthe party's Bangabandhu Avenue central office yesterday.

DIG (Prisons) on
Hasina's demand
UNB, Dhaka

Deputy Inspector General (Prisons)
Shamsul Haider Siddiqui has dis-
missed the demand for telephone
facility to former prime minister
and Awami League (AL) President
Sheikh Hasina who is now in a sub-
jailinSangsad Bhaban area.

He told reporters at Dhaka
Central Jail gate yesterday that the
jail code does not permit land or
mobile telephone facility to the
prisoners.

Claiming telephone facility to
Sheikh Hasina, "her counsel
Advocate Toufiq Newaz had earlier
said section 682 of Jail Code allows
itto thedivision prisoner.

Quoting section 682 of jail code,
the DIG (Prisons) said the prison-
ers can communicate cither orally
or in writing with their relative,
friend andlegal adviser.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

for its contempt

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The Election Commission (EC) has
made a move to regain the author-
ity to punish any person for con-
temptofthe EC.

In its draft proposals for elec-
toral reforms, the EC has recently
inserted provisions that would
give it the powers of the civil
courts in some cases to try
offences committed under the
clectoral laws and rules, sourcesin
the ECsaid.

These provisions were not
included in the original dralt pro-
posals, whichwere disclosed by the
EC on April 5 and later distributed
among the civil socicty personali-
ties, legal experts and journalists,
said thesources.

According 1o the proposal, the
EC shall have the same power as
the High Court Division to punish
anyperson for its contempl.

The EC was given the power in

2001, but the then president Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmad scrapped the
provision by promulgating another
ordinance in the face of severe
criticisim.

The EC now secks revival of the
power with some modification
allowing appeal against its deci-
sion. The insertions in the draft
proposals say that a person can
appeal against EC's decision if the
Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court grants his leave to appeal
petition for filing the appeal.

The original provision, which
was made law in 2001, had said no
appeal shall lie from any decision
of the Commission under clause
(1), but the Commission, cither suo
moto or on application by the
aggrieved person, review any such
decision.

In addition to sceking these
powers, the EC has already pro-
posed to have the power again to
cancel candidature on grounds of

gross irregularities in election. The
EC was given the power to cancel
the candidature in 2001, but it was
scrapped within a few days in the
face of apprehension that the
power mightbe misused.

Elaborating on the propos-
als, the EC said it would be
treated as a civil court accord-
ing to some sections (476, 480
and 482) of the Criminal
Procedure Code 1898.

As for some powers of the civil
court according to the Civil
Procedure Code 1908, the EC pro-
posed having the power to sum-
mon any documents preserved
under the custody of any courts or
any government offices during the
investigation inte any offence
committed under the electoral
laws.

Once the proposal is made into
law, the EC can summon any

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Floods worsen in
central, south areas

STAR REPORT

The level of Noodwater will start
receding within the next 48 hours
inthe northern parts of the country
while the situation deteriorated
further in the south, central, and
north-eastern regions, said a gov-
emment flood forecasting centre
bulletin last night.

Our correspondents from dif-
ferent districts reported immense
sufferings of the marooned people
due to the second phase of flood
within just @ couple of months.
Seedlings of aman and vegetable

beds that the farmers had been
trying to prepare for the second
time in the season were ruined
again. Affected people are taking
refuges in flood shelters, buildings
of educational institutions, and on
high roads in different arcas, leav-
ing behind their houses, ‘the
reports added.

According to the reports, all
major rivers were flowing above the
danger levels at 25 river water
measuring points while at 44
points across the country they
marked significantrises. The Flood

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4

Food prices up
13pcin July

REJAUL KARIM BYRON and
MD HASAN

Inflation rate on food items
reached 13 percent in July mea-
sured on a point-to-point basis,
according to figures from the
Bangladesh Burcau of Statistics
(BBS).

Overall inflation rate on point-
to-point basis also crossed dpuble
digit and stood at 10.10 percent
during the samne month, which was
9.20 percentin June,

Besides, the datest inflationary
data showed spiralling prices of

foed items in recent time. Inflation
on food items increased by 2.63
percentage point in July to 12.45
percent compared to 9.82 percent
inJune.

In July, inflation on non-food
itemsrose by .2 percentage point to
stand at 8.54 percent. It was B.34
percentinthe previous month.

Sources said the countrywide
floods this season might hamper
targeted seasonal crop production
and further increase Inflationary
pressure. !

The tentral bank in a fecent

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Selecting party
leadership is
no job of EC

‘Says CEC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chiefl Election Commissioner
(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda yester-
day said it is not the duty of the
Election Commission (EC) to
determine the leadership of a
political party.

“It is the political parties that
will have to deternmine their leader-
ship by holding party meetings or
council. We will be in a neutral
position,” CEC Huda told reporters
in an oblique reference to the
ongoing crisis in the BNP over its

leadership following expulsion of
BNP sceretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan and joint secre-
tary general Ashraf 1 lossain.

The CEC cleared the EC'sstance
after receiving ciaims from hoth of
the BNP factions -- one led by
Bhuiyan and another by newly
appointed Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain -- over
the party's current leadership. In
the letters submitted to the CEC,
both factions claimed themselves
as the mainstream of the BNP and

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Pakistan sends
Sharif back
into exile

AFP, Istamabad

Pakistan deported former premier
Nawaz Sharif to Saudi Arabia yes-
terday, just hours after he returned
from exile hoping to ignite a popu-
lar campaign to oust military ruler
President Pervez Musharraf.

In a dramatic showdown at
Islamabad airport, the 57-year-old
Sharif refused to hand over his
passport as he came home from
seven years abroad, sparking an
immediate confrontation and
prompting police to board his
plane.

The two-time premier, ousted

by close US ally Musharraf in a
bloodless 1999 coup, was then
arrested on corruption charges and
put on a plane to the Saudi city of
Jeddah four hours after he touched
down.

The combative Sharif had
pledged his return would provide
"a final push to the crumbling
dictatorship™ of Musharraf, who is
facing the worst crisis since he took
power amid a wave of political
turmoil and Islamistviolence.

"Nawaz Sharif is now out of
Yakistan. He is going back to Saudi
Arabia,” Religious Affairs Minister

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

We deeply mourn at the sudden & unexpected

demise of

Alhaj Engineer Md. Harun Salam

Director, Standard Bank Ltd.
May Allah bestow peace upon his departed soul.
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US, UK, EU
hail easing
politics ban

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The United States, the United
Kingdom and the European Union
have welcomed the chief adviser's
announcement of partial lifting of
the ban on political activities in
Bangladesh as part of a process of
full restoration of democracy.

In separate stalements yester-
day, the US, UK and EU also hailed
the caretaker government's
announcement of holding the
stalled clections earlier than
December 2008, if possible, and
termed it an important step
towards full restoration of civil and
political rights.

The US embassy'in Dhaka in a
statementissued yesterday termed
this announcement "an excellent
sign of progress on the goals out-
lined in the election roadmap. We
commend the government for
taking this positive step to allow
political parties to contribute to the

SEE PAGE 15 COL &

Rejoinder

Sheba Phone, in a rejoinder to The
Daily Star report headlined "Volp
operators grab over Tk 15,000 crore
calls a year” published on
September 1, said that while the
report said that all phone compa-
nies were involved in illegal VoIP
activities, Sheba Phone has been
operating an honest business in 31
districts with good reputation.
!
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