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Advertising,Bank&markettiming

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday 

Elephant Road-Friday 

Bishal Center-Friday 

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday 

Polwell Market-Friday 

BCS Computer City-Friday 

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.

Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday

Stadium Market-Friday 

Bangabazar Market-Friday

 National Museum-Thursday 

Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday 

Gausia Market-Tuesday 

Mouchak Market-Sunday

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-

Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday

Eastern Plaza-Sunday

Farmview Super Market-Sunday 

Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday

Dhaka Zoo-Sunday 

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday

MARKET CLOSEDAD AGENCIES

Macomm

Dhaka. Ph: 9110351, 

01715014988. Fax: 9110351. 

Email: 

info@macommbd.com

Benchmark Ltd
Ph: 8813648, 8812415
Fax: 9889917
Email: info@benchmark-

bd.com

Frontline Communications 

Ltd

Suit 9/C, Azad Centre, 55 

Purana Paltan, Dhaka. 

Ph:9564137, 9567611, 

9557597. Fax: 9555184. 

Email: frontline@dhaka.net

Adcomm Ltd

9896600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing 

Communication Ltd

9892768,9893303

Bitopi Advertising

8053418

Grey Advertising Bangladesh 

Ltd

8811541, 8827862, 9881689

Fax: 8811541

Interface Communications

9362624,8351148, Fax: 
8314306 

Interspeed Advertising

8810675, 9891859

Mattra

8317456, 9331057, Fax: 
9330556

Media Comm Ltd

8861521 (9 lines)

Unitrend Ltd

9124380-4

A Positive Advertising Ltd

8856598-9, 8837751-2

ART & CULTURAL CENTERS

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka 
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557
Fax: 8616462, 
Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy
Dhaka University Area, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583, 
Fax: 8612352, Email: 
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy 
Old High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall), 
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council 
5, Fuller Road, Dhaka
Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8
Fax: 8613375
Email: 
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center

House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center

H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

House 330B, Road 28 (Old), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051, 

Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre 

House-510, Road-7, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026, 

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts

House 275/F, Road 27, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com

Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex, 

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani

Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email: 

cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044, 

Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4, 

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085, 

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan

House-25, Road-5, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery

F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)

Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

BANKS

Agrani Bank

9566153-54, 956616069, 

9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank

7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd

 8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA

9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd

9568537-39

Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd

9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited

9562878, PABX: 9560229, 

Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank

8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd
9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 
9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd

95542402, 9563040, 

9560099, Fax: 9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd

9563020, 9562060, Fax: 

9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd

9555141, 9570912-16,

Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank

9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 

9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited

9559333, 9560329

Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd

9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank

9561902-4

Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd

9567265, 9556282

Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd

9570812, 9567435, Fax: 

9557413

South East Bank

9550081, 9551411, Fax: 

9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd

9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank

9550426-34

Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited

9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd

9871095, 9871074, 9888068, 

Fax: 4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd

9561438, 9551162-3, 

Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd

9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

TAWFIQUE ALI
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Beautification and better commu-
nity maintenance of the Lake 
Park in Gulshan-2 has been 
bogged down by internal prob-
lems of the Gulshan Society 
which is entrusted with the job.  

R a j d h a n i  U n n a y a n  
Kartripakkha (Rajuk) handed 
over the job of development, 
beautification and maintenance 
of the 8.57-acre park to the soci-
ety on a 5-year lease in August, 
2005 as the society expressed its 
interest to take the responsibility.

But the society could not 
progress much due to its internal 
problems over decision-making, 
said one of the vice-presidents of 
the society, requesting anonym-
ity. 

"The park has seen no tangi-
ble progress in beautification and 
maintenance though two years 
time has already elapsed out of 
the 5-year lease term," he said.   

Ruhul Matin, convenor of the 
society's subcommittee on the 
park, admitted that they have not 
been able to implement the 
development plan. "We could not 
take any firm initiative to resolve 
various issues concerning the 
local community." 

"Whatever we have done in 
the last two years has been half-
hearted," Matin said. "We have 
not been able to use a Tk 5-lakh 
fund due to lack of a definite 
decision on the park's develop-
ment planning," he added.

Moushumi Hasan, a resident 
of Gulshan-2, said, "Beautifica-
tion and maintenance of the Lake 
Park should have been in a much 
better state, as we expected."  

According to Matin, the society 
has so far repaired the dilapi-
dated walkways and set up a 
number of benches in the park. 
Besides, it has finished construc-
tion of two public toilets initiated 
by Rajuk and done some garden-
ing.

The trouble ensued in the 
society with the resignation of its 
president a couple of months 
back, according to some office 

BEAUTIFICATION OF LAKE PARK IN GULSHAN

A promise falls short of expectations 

bearers. 
The society is now aiming at 

holding a general election by 
December to form an executive 
body and bring back order in the 
organisation, they said.   

The park's development and 
better maintenance suffered 
further hindrance because of a 
dispute between the society and 
the government's horticulture 
department. 

The department that has been 
running a nursery on a portion of 
the park for many years, refused 
to leave the premises though 
Rajuk has leased out the entire 
parkland to Gulshan Society, 

according to the society's office 
bearers.        

But in any case, dispute with 
the horticulture department 
should not have lingered, said 
Matin. “It could be resolved by 
now had the society been inte-
grated and organised.”

Though the lease term expired 
in December 2006, the depart-
ment insisted on occupying the 
land, said Matin, adding that the 
question whether either the 
organisations or Gulshan Society 
alone would manage the park still 
remains unresolved. 

Shirin Shila, joint general 
secretary of Gulshan Society, 

said that beautification and 
development at the Lake Park is 
going on but at a slow pace. 

The society has hired a land-
scaping architect to draw up the 
design for the park and the work 
on implementing the design is 
now in progress. 

Gulshan Society became 
interested in taking over the park 
for maintenance seeing the 
better state of park management 
with community participation at 
the Tank Park and Baridhara Park 
in the vicinity, said Shirin.

"We do not take monetary 
contribution from anybody for 
maintenance if intended to serve 

certain motives,” Shirin said. 
"Mainly the society is funding the 
work." 

However, the society has 
taken a sponsorship from the City 
Bank for development of a por-
tion of the park, she said. In 
exchange, the bank will install 
advertisement signs there. 

Citing example of Tank Park's 
present admirable state, she said 
that any ward commissioner 
could maintain any public parks 
and playground in an excellent 
condition only if they intend to do 
so with community participation.

DURDANA GHIAS
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. . . . .
The place most frequented by resident students of 
Dhaka University (DU) for their meals is the on 
campus cafeteria or canteen -- located either 
inside or outside the dormitories.

Students living in DU dorms can dine in at two 
types of facilities -- at the hall cafeteria or at the 
mess.

The mess, managed and run mainly by resident 
students of DU, is a concept that started by the 
students to save themselves from substandard 
meals served in the cafeterias. 

Under the mess system, students have to make 
monthly payments for their meals and have to dine 
only within the hours set by the mess manage-
ment. A separate room is designated in each dorm 
for it to be used as the mess room, said students.

Tanna Mandal, a former student of Surya Sen 
Hall, said in his opinion, dining at a mess is better 
than dining at cafeterias. 

"I was a member of the mess in our hall. Its 
name was Nexus. We had around 600 members. I 
did not like to eat in the hall canteen because its 
environment was not good -- the plates and 
glasses were not properly cleaned. Whereas, in 
the mess, I could wash my plate myself," he said. 

"We used to do the shopping [for the mess], 
attend the service counters and perform manage-
rial duties by rotation. It was something worthwhile 
to reminisce about my student life at DU," Tanna 
added.

Meal payments to be collected from each mess 
member for the upcoming month is set by the 
members in a general meeting that is presided 
over by the house tutor of the hall.

If deemed necessary due to price hike of essen-
tials, the meal prices are raised at the meeting. 
Various other issues are also discussed at the 
meeting and the house tutor sometimes conducts 
arbitration to resolve disputes.

During meal hours in the mess, a mess mem-
ber checks in members and collects meal cards 
from them while another member serves meals 
behind the serving counter. 

If anyone is unable to cancel his meal before-
hand or fails to make it to the dining are within the 
fixed hours, he still has to pay for the meal.

If a member is absent for two days in a row, the 
meal card is suspended until the member requests 
the mess managers to re-activate the member-
ship.

Two managers fix the menu and supervise the 
meals. It is hard work -- especially during the 
month of Ramadan as the mess managers have to 
wake up early in the morning during sehri hours 
and provide their services to other mess members 
for two hours.

The incentives the mess managers get for their 

work is usually free meals for two months. 
Best managers also receive manager of the 

month award each month. These incentives, 
however, are apparently not attractive enough for 
the mess members as there is hardly anyone 
interested to work as a manger.

About the cost of the meal at a mess, Tanna, the 
former Surya Sen Hall resident, said "In my first 
year, I paid Tk 500 per month and during my mas-
ters year, I paid Tk 800. The meal charge was 
raised due to price hike [of essentials]. Mess 
Establishment charge and Monthly Feast charge 
were included in it." 

"We used to get free daal [lentil] and rice and the 
meal charge covered fish, meat, mashed potato 
and other items. The canteen cooks, paid for by 
the mess management, prepared the meal. We 
paid Tk 20 each for a feast at the end of the month. 
It was lots of fun," he added.        

"We also had a punishment system. If anyone 
failed to perform their duties by rotation, he had to 
pay fines. Moreover, the fine for not attending the 
monthly general meeting was Tk 10. The accumu-
lated fines collected from the violators were later 
spent on the monthly feast," Tanna said.

Mamun, another DU student from Ekushey 
Hall, said the Ekushey Hall is much cleaner than 
other halls as it is relatively new and unlike most 
other halls, it has its own kitchen.

"Most halls do not have kitchens and the food is 
cooked behind the canteens," he explained. 

"Although the Jagannath Hall canteen is not 
very clean and they use the same dirty piece of 
cloth to wipe all the tables, I still like to dine there 
because the fish and vegetables served there is 
very delicious," said Mamun.

"Another reason for eating at the Jagannath 
Hall canteen is that they do not serve free daal. I try 
to avoid the free daal because when it's free, it 
contains nothing else but water," he added. 

Dining at hall canteens is very helpful for stu-
dents like him as the food is usually very cheap, he 
said.

"Even when I'm broke, I never worry about what 
to eat since I know that I'll be able to eat well in a 
hall canteen with only Tk 12 in my pocket," said a 
smiling Mamun.

Babu, a resident of Mohsin Hall, said though the 
newcomers sometimes mistake the free daal 
served in the hall canteens for plain water, it is in 
fact very good for health.

"At one time, a new guy from the countryside 
came to dine at the hall canteen. There were a few 
bowls on the dining tables -- one of those being a 
bowl of daal. The kid dipped his hand into that bowl 
thinking that it was water to be used for hand 
wash," he said. 

"But whatever the incident is, I read that the 
water of Masur daal is very good for health. It 
contains lots of protein," said a convinced Babu.

'Bitter sweet taste' of meals 
at DU dormitories

A view of the Lake Park in Gulshan.

A schoolboy is crossing a makeshift bridge on Balu River in Trimohini under Khilgaon 
thana. The proposed bridge on the river remains under construction for a long time.
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goes to pick up her 10-year-
o l d  d a u g h t e r  f r o m  t h e  
Motijheel Government Girls 
High School. On her way she 
has to cross the Mouchak and 
Magbaza r  i n te r sec t i ons  
where she encounters the 
fallout of the gridlock.  

“It is a routine experience 
for us. Almost every time I 
spend around 30 minutes 
extra just  to cross the 
Mouchak and Maghbazar 
crossing and my daughter 
waits for me at the school”, 
she said

“The entire area remain 
blocked during noon as the 
authority turns a deaf ear to 
the problem while my daugh-
ter is forced to wait for me 
after closing hours”, she said.

“I start 30 to 40 minutes 
early from home every day. 

What else can I do”, she said.
Kamrul Islalm, a business-

man from Goran, was forced 
to change his daily route to 
Farmgate because of the 
traffic jam. His daily route was 
Goran to Malibagh crossing 
by rickshaw then to Farmgate 
by bus. Now he has to change 
the bus twice to reach his 
destination.     

"Because of the jam I had 
to change my route. Now I go 
by bus to Motijheel first and 
then by another to Farmgate. 
It is a detour but still faster”, 
he said. 

“Shiddheshawri lane near 
Mouchak and Wirelessgate 
are the two worst points. The 
jam around the areas at noon 
is terrible", he added. 

Md Jashimuddin, Joint 
Commissioner for Traffic, 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police 

told Star City that the awful 
traffic jam near Viqarunni 
cannot be eased till the 
school authority cooperates. 

“The chaos around the 
Viqarunnissa area has been 
going on for years. We have 
tried a lot but it has become a 
tough task to control the traf-
fic in that area”, he said.

“After school hours the 
cars coming to pick up the 
students park disorderly, 
creating a gridlock which 
affects a vast area for long 
hours”, he said.

Jashimuddin added that 
there could be several solu-
tions to the problem. 

“The main responsibility 
lies with the Viqarunnisa 
School authority. To ease the 
situation they should go for a 
bus service for the students 
and establish a parking lot”, 

Jashimuddin added.
“If they transport students 

by bus it means less cars 
parked on the streets in a 
haphazard manner. Buses 
can be lined up on one side of 
the streets. If there is a park-
ing zone then the rest of the 
cars can go there. I think we 
can manage after that”, he 
said. 

Jashimuddin pointed out 
that earlier the traffic division 
app roached  the  schoo l  
authority for a training work-
shop for the students, their 
parents and drivers on the 
problem and traffic rules. 

“We even proposed to 
arrange training sessions on 
our own. But the school 
authority did not show any 
interest”, he said.      

Viqarunnisa authority how-
ever said it would be unfair to 

blame solely the school for 
the traffic jam in the entire 
area. 

“We are not the only one to 
be blamed for the jam. The 
one way system is causing a 
gridlock instead of easing the 
si tuat ion”,  said Tahmina 
Khanam, principal of the 
institution. 

“Many vehicles use the 
alleys around the Baily Road 
as detour because of the one 
way system. That is one of the 
main reasons for the traffic 
jam”, she pointed out. 

H o w e v e r  t h e  s c h o o l  
authority is thinking of setting 
up a parking lot to ease the 
situation. Tender process has 
already been completed said 
the principal adding that its 
construction will begin within 
two months.

The same old tale of tailback
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