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'l can't argue
with snicko'

CRICINFO, undated

India were at the receiving end of
two contentious umpiring decisions
inthe deciding match of the series but
their captain Rahul Dravid didn't think
present-day technology was good
enough to aid umpires in all situa-
tions.

Both Dravid and Sachin Tendulkar
were disappointed with their caught-
behind decisions and stood their
ground after umpire Aleem Dar
raised his finger, but Dravid wasn't in
favour of technology being used
more often.

"l don't think the technology is
good enough at the moment, espe-
cially for fine edges, snicks and Ibws,"
he said. "It is for line decisions and |
think there it should stay."

Replays were inconclusive with
regard to Dravid's dismissal, sug-
gesting that there might have been a
faint edge after all. "I did not feel the
snick at that stage," he said when
asked about the Andrew Flintoff
delivery that cut him in half before he
had opened his account. "The tech-
nology showed that | gota snick and |
have to accept it. May be they were
right as | did not feel it at that moment
because generally, you feel when
you snick it. May be this time | didn't
feel it. But | can't argue with snicko,
can|?"

There were no doubts, though,
about Tendulkar's dismissal. The bat
did not make contact with the ball and
television replays indicated that the
bathad brushed the pad.

India's administrative manager
Rajeev Shukla had earlier said that
the team were planning to lodge a
protest regarding umpiring standards
in this series. "We'lllodge a complaint
with the ICC about the decisions,"
Shukla was quoted as saying in PTI.
Dravid was expected to furnish an
umpires' report, as all captains do at
the end of the series, and said he will
convey his thoughts inthatreport.

England captain Paul
Collingwood was satisfied with the
overall quality of the umpiring despite
the number of errors over the tour,
starting fromthe Tests.

"I think overall the standard of
umpiring has been pretty high," he
said. "There's been some decisions
that probably haven'tbeen correct at
times but we all make mistakes."

Chowmrin treble
steers Friends

SPORTS REPORTER

Friends Social Welfare Organisation
rode on a hattrick by Chowmrin
Rakhine to brush aside Jurain Janata
7-0 in yesterday's Third Division
Football League at the Outer
Stadium.

Chowmrin scored four goals,
Abu Hanif struck a brace and Pannu
netted the other goal.

In the day's other match, City
United Club blanked Jirabo Sporting
Club 3-0 at the same venue with
Mujibur scoring twice and Sohel
firing the other.

Ali Kabir new
athletics boss

UNB, Dhaka

BIWTC Chairman ASM Ali Kabir has
been appointed president of the
Bangladesh Amateur Athletics
Federation yesterday.

Kabir, a former National Sports
Council (NSC) secretary, replaced
information secretary Didarul Anwar
who resigned on Thursday.

Earlier on August 14, the
Caretaker Government dissolved
the elected executive committee of
the federation.

Smith warms
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spell as West Indies took care of
New Zealand at Willowmoore Park
in Benoni, but this time the team
batting first won. Powell took 3
wickets for only 4 runs. He removed
Lou Vincent (2), Ross Taylor (2) and
Scott Styris (4) as the Black Caps
lost both their warm-up matches
ahead of the tournament proper.

Only Peter Fulton scored 51
while Daniel Vettori (24) was the
other batsman to reach double-
figure.

Earlier, Chris Martin bowled well
to take two wickets but West Indies
reached 150 for 6 in 20 overs. New
Zealand were bowled out for 115 in
18.4 overs.

In the last match of the day,
Zimbabwe overturned their lack-
lustre start with a win over Scotland
at Sedgars Park in Potchefstroom.
Young all-rounder Chamu
Chibhabha scored a 34-ball 43.
Scotland captain Ryan Watson
scored 64 earlier.

We must beat
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Scotland, but it could also turn out
differently. There are too many
possibilities," he said.

After eight of the 12 qualifying
matches Italy sit third in group B with
17 points, behind France on 19
points and Scotland 18 points.

Ukraine are on 13 points but
have played only seven matches
after Saturday's 1-1 draw with
Georgia.

After their midweek encounter in
Ukraine, ltaly face Georgia on
October 13.

Donadoni's side then travel to
Scotland on November 17 before
playing their final qualifier, against
Faroe Islands, four days later.

PHOTO: AFP

Pakistan's Mohammad Hafeez is about to sweep Sri Lanka captain Mahela Jayawardene (not in picture) reverse during a warm-up Twenty20 match at

Centurion yesterday.

Cricket's Champions League?

INTERNET, undated

Australia's
elite cricket-
ers could
soon be
earning wages to rival the world's
top footballers. And they won't
have to surrender their baggy
greens.

Players will be offered the
chance to play in a newly estab-
lished Twenty20 tournament
expected to feature domestic
teams seeking to qualify for an
international play-off and a share of
5 million dollars in prize money.

The Champions League-style
tournament is a direct response to
the threat posed by the rogue
Indian Cricket League (ICL) and
the Stanford 20/20 tournaments.
Four International Cricket Council
(ICC) full member countries -
Australia, India, England and
South Africa -- have proposed it
and will be ICC sanctioned.

A major first step will happen
this week when the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
announces a new domestic
Twenty20 competition in India that
will feature an ownership model
similar to the English Premier
League, where teams are owned
privately or by investors.

The other bodies -- Cricket
Australia, the England and Wales
Cricket Board and the United
Cricket Board -- are still investigat-
ing ways to capitalise on
Twenty20's popularity without
detracting from the lucrative tradi-
tional forms of the game. They
could follow the Indian model.

The top two teams from each
country's competitions will qualify
for an international tournament,
which is planned for late next year.
Organisers are now searching for a
two- or three-week window in the
hectic international schedule.

Games will be played in time
zones convenient to the massive
Indian market. Matches take only
three hours so scheduling can be
flexible.

The international competition
will have a salary cap, with limits
yet to be decided, and exemptions
for marquee signings. Players will
be able to be traded between
teams, opening up a transfer
market.

Team owners may explore on-
and off-field marketing opportuni-
ties, meaning that Sachin
Tendulkar could represent NSW, or
Adam Gilchrist could play for
Mumbai. They could make hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars for a
few weeks' work.

The tournament would allow the
most sought-after players to signifi-
cantly raise their incomes without
jeopardising their place in official
Test and one-day teams. Some
national boards recently declared
that any player who signed with the
ICL would be banned from playing
first-class cricket.

A few name players have
already signed. But the BCCI is
hitting back, targeting some of the
ICL's potential marquee players
who are yet to commit to the rebel
competition.

Some of those who have
already signed are said to be
regretting their decisions. Shane
Warne was close to signing with
the ICL but opted out.

It appears that the ICL has
caused a major shake-up among
the establishment authorities.
National bodies have cautiously
embraced Twenty20, but the
process of settling on a working
model has been hastened by the
ICL's initial success and the knowl-
edge among the players that their
pay packets can now potentially
compare with the world's highest-
earning sportspeople.

Insiders associated with the
ICC-sanctioned competition say
the ICL would be a second-rate
format. It would be reliant on retired
players and be mostly staged at
unsuitable venues as a made-for-
TV event.

The new competition, they
believe, would have greater credi-
bility, a higher standard and access
to established infrastructure. They
believe that it would eventually
create specialist Twenty20 players
and anew tier of stars.

Australia staged its first proper
domestic Twenty20 tournament
last summer, with Victoria defeat-
ing Tasmania in the final.

Meanwhile, Australia begin their
World Twenty20 campaign on
Wednesday against Zimbabwe.

Hosts face stiff
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responsibility."

Samuels lauded Ramnaresh
Sarwan's captaincy and said, "l
think Sarwan has been doing a very
good job as a leader so far, the
entire team is pulling with him. It's
one for all and all for one." Sarwan
had missed most of West Indies'
tour of England due to a shoulder
injury after taking over as captain
following the World Cup in the
Caribbean.

Samuels admitted that there
were aspects of the game that West
Indies need to improve on. "In the
bowling department we looked a bit
rusty and bowled too many wides
and in the field we dropped a few
catches but we are looking decent
asateam."

West Indies face New Zealand
on Sunday in their final warm-up
game before the tournament
begins.

Master vs Minnow
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stood his ground, saving one set
point with a return winner, then
breaking with a cross-court fore-
hand.

They appeared headed to a
tiebreaker, but Federer broke back
to end the set with an angled fore-
hand volley. It was the first set lost
by Davydenko all tournament --
and, unfortunately for him, it
wouldn't be the last.

In the third set, Davydenko
twice held a set point but couldn't
convert either, and as Federer won
the last four games, he began
punctuating shots with shouts of
"Yes!" or "Come on!" when winners
left his racket.

It all left Davydenko in a daze,

and he said: "l don't know how it's
possible," for Federer to come up
with some of those strokes.

Ferrer ran Nadal ragged while
upsetting him in the fourth round,
but Djokovic seemed more both-
ered by the weather, seeking
treatment from a doctor, draping a
towel filled with ice around his
neck, and donning a white base-
ball cap for shade.

"The conditions were extreme,"
Djokovic said. "It was so hot."

When the match ended with a
beautiful volley by Djokovic, he
dropped to his knees with arms
raised, then got up and pulled off
his shirt.

A sign of his exhaustion:
Djokovic tried throwing the shirt

into the stands, but it didn't quite
reach the seats. Then he picked it
up and heaved it again, under-
handed, and this time was suc-
cessful. In the player's guest box,
Djokovic's dad followed suit,
pulling off his shirt and encourag-
ing others nearby to do the same.

It was Djokovic's fluid play that
frustrated Ferrer.

After losing a point, the
Spaniard kicked an on-court clock
with full force, temporarily breaking
the digital display. It was stuck on
"0:50" for about 10 minutes.

So Ferrer managed to stop
time.

He couldn't do a thing about
stopping Djokovic.

Now it's Federer's turnto try.

Alonso claims Monza
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first chicane by Massa in his
Ferrari.

The young Briton responded
vigorously and regained second
place as they entered the braking
zone, but had to miss the apex of
the second part of the Rettifilio
Tribune to hold his position as they
ran down to Curva Grande.

The positions then settled until
the second lap when Briton David
Coulthard careered off the track
heavily into the barriers in his Red
Bull after a collision with Italian
Giancarlo Fisichella's Renault.

The race was brought under the
control of the Safety Car. The Torro
Rosso team's young German
driver Sebastian Vettel also suf-
fered an early accident.

When the action resumed in

earnest, Alonso led Hamilton by
less than a second and it remained
like that until the next major drama
saw Massa come in to the pits after
10 laps and then retire after 11.

For Ferrari and the army of
Italian fans, it was a huge disap-
pointment.

It was good news, however, for
the many Spanish supporters of
Alonso who had hung banners and
waved flags from their grandstand
seats opposite the pits.

Hamilton, running second, was
the first of the front-runners to come
in to the pits and refuel after 18
laps. His stop took 8.3 seconds and
he was soon followed by the rest of
the field, Alonso diving in two laps
later for a stop timed at 9.1 sec-
onds.

Raikkonen led the race for five
laps before he pitted after 25 laps
when Alonso, who remained nar-
rowly ahead of Hamilton, regained
the ascendancy. The two McLaren
men stayed in control until
Hamilton's second stop after 42
laps.

This was a long one, at nine
seconds, and gave Raikkonen a
chance to go through to second
ahead of him, but the Finn, perhaps
struggling with his car on worn
tyres, lost that place when Hamilton
passed him under braking on lap 42
atthefirst chicane.

A lap later and Alonso pitted for
the second time from the lead, but
this time kept his position when he
rejoined, 4.5 seconds ahead of his
teammate.

Bangladesh
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Although Bangladesh dominated
the show on the concluding day of
the 11-team continental event,
Hong Kong defended well to keep
the rival attacks at bay. However, a
defensive error seconds from
halftime inspired Bangladesh's
comeback.

It was striker Jimmy, who had
scored four goals in Bangladesh's
13-0 win over Thailand in the open-
ing group match, fired home an
angled hit in the 35th minute to
equalise.

Bangladesh did not take long to
get a grip on the game as Zahid Bin
Talib shot them ahead in the 46th
minute with a field goal.

A desperate Hong Kong tried to
break through but the Bangladesh
backline marked their opponents
well to initiate the third and final goal
from a counter attack on the hour.

Hong Kong's bid to attack left
wide gaps in the middle and Jimmy
utilised the vacant space to seal the
victory with a fine effort for his sev-
enth goal in the competition.

Bangladesh's other win came
against Sri Lanka (3-2) while they
lost by an identical margin of 6-0 to
India and Chinain the group stage.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka thrashed
Singapore 6-0 to finish ninth.

Shut the door
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behaviour and insisted that “l am not
abad human being, it's just that | get
angry more often than others.” In
that case he should be attending
anger-management courses
instead of representing his country
on the playing field. Pakistan's loss
will probably be the Indian Cricket
League's gain, but so be it. Despite
everything, Shoaib Akhtar will be
missed. All that talent simply thrown
away.

Sublime Henin
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Henin staved off two break points
against her serve to extend her lead
to 4-1 and there was no way back for
her demoralised-looking opponent.

The end came three games later.
Henin had to save three break
points on her serve after double-
faulting three times and she then
clinched the title with an easy lob
over Kuznetsova, who was
stranded at the net.

The Russian had the consolation
of knowing that she will rise to a
career-best No.2 in the world after
the tournament.

"The match was much closer
than the score for sure," she said.

"To beat Justine, she is the
number one, and when she plays
her best game | have to play my best
game and | did not play my best
game and that is why | lost. She is
number one and she deservesiit."

It was the 12th US women's
singles final in a row to be won in
straight sets, since Steffi Graf won
over the full distance against
Monica Seles in 1995, and meant
that all four Grand Slam finals this
year were won in straight sets.

Henin won both the French and
US Open crowns, with Serena
Williams winning the Australia Open
and her sister Venus lifting the
Wimbledon title.

The Belgian said she knew the
two American former winners of the
titte would be the main threats in
New York.

"l was feeling confident coming
to New York and | knew that Serena
and Venus would be the dangers,
especially Venus, so thatgives me a
lot of confidence," she said.

"When | was a little girl | was just
dreaming of winning one Grand
Slam title in my career and now |
have seven.

"I have given everything for tennis
the last 20 years and It will be the same
asthatforthe nextfewyears."

Australia biggest scalp

AFP, Johannesburg

et 20

SPUTH AFRICA 200:

Cricket's
undisputed
leaders
Australia are
favourites to win the inaugural
Twenty20 world championships
starting on Tuesday, but rivals are
geared to spring surprises.

The shortest version of the
game, marked by innovative
strokeplay and a flurry of sixes and
boundaries, promises to underline
the belief that limited-overs cricket
is an unpredictable sport.

Australia may have won three
successive World Cup titles, but
matches restricted to 20-overs-a-
side have given other teams confi-
dence that they are not there just to
make up the numbers.

"The shorter the game, the
more open it becomes because
one false move and you could be
out of it," said Sri Lankan captain
Mahela Jayawardene.

"It is important to keep a cool
head and think on your feet. If you
panic, you will lose the battle.
Thereis no second chance."

Veteran South African all-
rounder Shaun Pollock agreed the
Twenty20 game was like a lottery.

"It's a bit of a sprint," he said. "If
one-day cricket is an 800-metre
race, then Twenty20 is 100 metres.

"If you get off to a bad start you

can lose the game regardless of

who you are playing."

Ricky Ponting's Australia are
fielding the same squad that won
the World Cup in April and have

been bolstered by the return of

pace spearhead Brett Lee who
missed the trip to the Caribbean
due toinjury.

Ponting will play after delaying
his arrival here due to a family
illness, while all-rounder Shane
Watson was cleared of a sore
hamstring.

Short, sharp excitement is the
name of the 20-overs-a-side game
designed for those looking for
thrills, but don't have the time or
patience to sit through an entire
day's cricket.

Twenty20 matches provide
instant gratification, lasting three
hours as compared to seven hours
for a one-dayer, and draw big
crowds even as purists frown at the
hit-and-giggle exercise.

South Africa and the West
Indies face-off at the Wanderers
here on Tuesday to kick-start the
27-match, 14-day tournament
featuring the nine nations currently
playing Test cricket along with
Zimbabwe, Kenya and Scotland.

The 12 teams have been
divided into four groups for the
preliminary league with the top two
advancing to the Super Eights
round. The final will be played on

September 24.

The mystic of the tournament is
enhanced by the fact that most
teams, barring England, are rela-
tive novices at the newest form of
the game.

England are the most experi-
enced with six Twenty20 interna-
tionals to their credit, while India,
Zimbabwe and Bangladesh have
played just one big match each.

Fireworks have already begun
even before the tournament gets
underway in Johannesburg, Cape
Town and Durban.

Injuries and controversy have
marked the build-up with fiery
Pakistani pace bowler Shoaib
Akhtar being sent home after a
bust-up with new-ball partner
Mohammad Asif during practice on
Thursday.

South Africa look a divided
house in their own backyard after
all-rounder Jacques Kallis and
batsman Loots Bosman ques-
tioned their omission from the
hosts' squad.

When wicketkeeper Mark
Boucher publicly defended team-
mate Kallis, he was hauled up
before his country's cricket board
and fined.

Sri Lanka's star spinner Muttiah
Muralidaran will miss the tourna-
ment due to injury, as will Shaun
Tait of Australia and Ravi Bopara of
England.

Last laugh England's
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of the occasion seemed to get to
Ganguly and Tendulkar, who were
making what is likely to have been
their last appearances at Lord's for
India.

Tendulkar played some unchar-
acteristically lose shots, while
Ganguly could have been outtwice in
one Stuart Broad over, fortunately for
the Indian opener, the ball dropped
short of the fielder on both occasions.

Ganguly's luck finally ran out
when he edged Anderson to Flintoff
at second slip. Tendulkar continued
to battle away, but when Gautam
Gambhir and Rahul Dravid both
departed within the space of five balls
India's task got harder.

Tendulkar's last innings at Lord's
finally came to an end when the
faintest of nicks gave Flintoff his
second wicket. Wickets fell regularly
fromthenon.

Yuvraj (28) began a fight back,
and with Robin Uthappa looked like
he might turn the game for the tour-
ists. Mascarenhas though had other
ideas, and only a 50 from Dhoni got
the tourists close an almost respect-
abletotal.

England's reply started badly with
openers Luke Wright and Matt Prior
both falling to RP Singh in the space of
three balls. Neither opener got off the
mark, and at one stage, with 10 extras
ontheboard, Indiawere gettingthe runs
andthewickets.

Bell and Pietersen though res-
cued the situation for England,

putting on 63 for the third wicket,
before Pietersen's third rush of
blood in two games. To his credit
though he kept his head and along-
side Collingwood led England to
victory.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the seventh and final
one-day international between
England and India at Lord's on
Saturday:

INDIA: 187 all out in 47.3 overs
(Tendulkar 30, Dhoni 50; Anderson
2-28, Flintoff 3-45, Mascarenhas 3-

23)

ENGLAND

Prior c Dhonib RP Singh 0
Wrightcand b RP Singh 0
Bellrun out (Tendulkar) 36
Pietersen notout 71
Collingwood notout 64
Extras: (Ib-8, w-9) 17

Total: (For 3wktsin 36.2 overs)188

Did not bat: Shah, Flintoff,
Mascarenhas, Broad, Anderson,
Panesar.

Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-11, 3-74.
Bowler OM R W
ZaheerKhan 9 1 40 0
RP Singh 7 0 40 2
Chawla 9 1 44 0
Ganguly 4 0 13 0
Powar 52 0 32 0
Yuvraj 2 0N 0

Result: England won by seven
wickets and clinched the seven-
match series 4-3.
Man-of-the-match:
Pietersen.
Man-of-the-series: lan Bell.

Kevin

Umpires: Aleem Dar (PAK), lan

Gould (ENG)

TV umpire: Peter Hartley (ENG)
Match referee: Roshan
Mahanama (SRI)

Jose warns
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"We were prepared to receive
players such as Shevchenko or
Ballack because they are of the
same dimension as those already
playing at Chelsea," said Mourinho.

"Lampard, Terry, Drogba are
equal to these two," he added.

"But you can't build anything if
you have to have someone special
at its centre. When you have a
group, everyone has to be equal to
achieve the end we allwant."

City, MU fight
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on the club and a bid in the region of
£18million would be hard for them to
ignore in January.

And United boss Sir Alex
Ferguson apparently sees
Huntelaar as the ideal man to
replace the goals of Ruud van
Nistelrooy, who left for Real Madrid
inthe summer of 2006.

Sven-Goran Eriksson is also a
known admirer of the former
Heerenveen star and with the cash
backing of Thaksin Shinawatra, City
are more than capable of matching
United's financial muscle.

Owen fires
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perfection, volleyed past Dudu Awat
from the edge of the six-yard box.

England should have doubled
their lead eight minutes before the
break, when Owen spurned two
opportunities to beat Awat from
closerange.

Set up by Joe Cole's cushioned
lay-off of a Wright-Phillips cross, the
Newcastle striker blasted his first
attempt into the Deportivo La
Coruna goalkeeper's chest and the
second high into the stand.

Owen's approach work was of a
superior standard three minutes
later but Ashley Cole was unable to
squeeze his shot past Awat's out-
stretched left glove.

Israel introduced Toto Tamuz for
the second half in the hope the
Nigerian striker could unsettle
England as he had done briefly in
Tel Aviv.

Instead, it was to be Owen who

England

put the outcome beyond doubt with
a goal of sufficient quality to ensure
his first-half double miss will be
quickly forgotten.

Found by Barry's angled pass on
the edge of the area, the former
Liverpool and Real Madrid striker
swivelled on his first touch before
unleashing an unstoppable strike
that flew beyond Awat's left hand
and into the top corner.

Barry was also involved in
England's third, delivering the
corner that Richards headed past
Awatin the 66th minute.

It was the Manchester City's first
international goal and capped
another energetic, mature display at
right-back. Gary Neville must be
wondering if he has played his last
game for his country.

Dutch win
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Backed by a capacity 52,000
Hampden crowd, Scotland opened
the scoring in the 31st minute when
Rangers striker Kris Boyd sent a
diving header into the corner of the
net.

Tomas Danilevicius converted a
dubious spotkick after the hour mark
to level but late goals from Stephen
McManus and Everton's James
McFadden gave Scotland a vital
win.

In Group A, Portugal could only
manage a 2-2 draw with Poland with
Maniche and Cristiano Ronaldo
finding the net.

And in Group F, Spain were four
minutes away from defeat by
Iceland in Reykjavik when Andres
Iniesta slid home an equaliser to
earna 1-1draw.

It took the Spaniards onto 16
points, level with second-placed
Northern Ireland and three behind
Sweden.
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