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Few more rebel leaders
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Meanwhile, Bhuiyan and his followers
may make a counter announcement
of actions including expulsion or
release of suspected corrupt leaders.
These leaders even include detained
party chief Khaleda Zia.

BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain yester-
day rejected Bhuiyan's claim that they
are the mainstream BNP.

Delwar claimed that they are the
mainstream BNP and said, "People
will decide who are the mainstream
BNP and who are outsiders...Politics
cannot be pursued unlawfully, it
requires people's support.

"Have patience for a few more
days...You will see who have the
majority support,” he told reporters at
his NAM apartmentresidence.

Delwar described Bhuiyan's
reform proposal as a "package deal"
and said Bhuiyan announced the
proposal on"special interest".

He expressed surprise at
Bhuiyan's claim that the BNP will win
the next election under his leadership.
"Has he [Bhuiyan] got the magic
lamp? How can he say this before the
election?"he said.

He also rejected Bhuiyan's claim
that many wrong deeds were done in
the last five years which have
destroyed the party's image. "Every-
thingwas right when he [Bhuiyan] was
in power, but now everything is wrong
as he is no longer in power!" Delwar
said.

On party reforms, he said it would
be done in accordance with the party
constitution when the ban on politics is
lifted. "We will call party council when
time comes," he said.

Expelled BNP joint secretary
general Ashraf Hossain meanwhile
said, "We represent the main BNP as
Khaleda Zia did not follow the party
constitution in expelling us. The

decision [of expulsion] is not accept-
abletous.

"BNP will be organised under our
leadership and we are working
according to the party constitution,"
Ashraf told reporters after a meeting
with Bhuiyan at the latter's Gulshan
residence yesterday.

He said they will continue their
efforts to implement the reforms to
make the party democratic.

ZA Khan, an adviser to the BNP
chairperson, also said, "We are the
main BNP and we will implement the
ideology of late president Zia."
HANNAN SHAH VISITS
MUNSHIGANJ
ASM Hannan Shah, adviser to the
BNP chairperson, yesterday trashed
Bhuiyan's claim of having 100 leaders
with him and said Bhuiyan only has 17
former MPs with him.

There are five lakh registered
leaders and activists of BNP and only
about 150 people were present at
Bhuiyan's meeting on Thursday,
Hannan told reporters after distribut-
ing relief materials in Madhyapara
union of Sirajdikhan upazila in
Munshigan.

"Now the main duty of the main-
stream BNP is to organise the party
under the leadership of Khaleda Zia,"
he said.

Asked why Bhuiyan, who was the
minister of the "most corrupt" ministry,
has not been arrested yet, he said
Bhuiyan is being patronised by a
special quarter. The plan of Bhuiyan
and his followers will not be success-
ful, he added.

On the dialogue with the Election
Commission he said no dialogue will
be held keeping the party chairperson
behind bars.

Hannan Shah said he is now
performing the duty of a coordinator in
the absence of Khaleda.

Bangladesh faces
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Bangladesh could not immediately be
reached forcomment.

The area Cummins studied is a
section of the Sunda Megathrust
known as the Arakan Subduction
Zone where the Indian and Southeast
Asia plates meet. The Sunda
Megathrust stretches all the way from
Western Australia to the Himalayas,
and ruptures along that fault line were
blamed for the Sumatra earthquake in
2004.

Examining historical records,
Cummins found evidence that an
earthquake estimated at magnitude
8.5 to 9.0 struck off the western
Myanmar coastin April 1762 the most
recent large quake found in the
records.

He said it probably produced a
tsunami, citing eyewitness accounts of
waves washing over nearby Cheduba
Island, submerged coasts near
Chittagong and causing river levels as
far inland as the Bangladeshi capital
Dhaka about62 miles.

He said future quakes and tsuna-
mis were likely, given the historical
accounts and more recent surveys of
the area, which determined a magni-
tude 8.5 quake would hit the area
every 100 years and a 9.0 every 500
years.

"I would hope this spurs further
work in confirming these past events,"
he said. "It should be possible to
answer how big was this event, how
often do these events occur and what
kind of tsunamis are generated
through further geological investiga-
tion."

He said it was difficult for local
authorities to take action to prevent the

disaster, since it was not likely an
immediate threat and any tsunami
would probably inundate threatened
regions from within 10 minutes to two
hours.

The reaction to Cummins' findings
has been mixed, with some tsunami
experts saying they shed important
light on a section of Sunda Megathrust
that has received little attention in the
past.

"The main value of the paper is in
advertising the danger of the section of
the megathrust that no one has wor-
ried about," said California Institute of
Technology's Kerry Sieh, who has
used coral records and GPS networks
to predict that a big quake and tsunami
are likely to hit parts of Sumatra Island
inthe coming decades.

"The effects on the west coast of
Myanmar and more importantly
Bangladesh would be awful," he said.

But Costas Synolakis, director of
the Tsunami Research Center at the
University of Southern California,
insisted he and others presented
findings at earlier seminars showing
there was a threat of a quake-
generated tsunami in the Bay of
Bengal but that the worstimpact would
bein SriLanka.

"There is nothing new here,"
Synolakis said inan e-mail interview.

Synolakis also said the scenario
presented by Cummins "could lead to
a massive panic south of Chennai
(India) and possibly a sense of reas-
surance in Sri Lanka," where he said
the threat of another tsunami was
worse.

Asteroid breakup
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US and Czechresearchers believe.

Mixing skills in time travel, jigsaw-
making and carbon chemistry, the trio
carried out a computer simulation of
the jostling among orbital rubble left
fromthe building of the Solar System.

The sleuths were guided by an
intriguing clue -- a large asteroid
called (298) Baptistina, which shares
the same orbital track as a group of
smallerrocks.

Turning the clock back, the simu-
lation found that the Baptistina bits
notonly fitted together, they were also
remnants of a giant parent asteroid,
around 170 kilometers (105 miles)
across, that once cruised the inner-
most region of the asteroid belt.

Around 160 million years ago --
the best bet in a range of 140-190
million years -- this behemoth was
whacked by another giant some 60
kms (37 miles) across.

From this soundless collision was
born a huge cluster of rocks, including
300 bodies larger than 10 kms (six
miles) and 140,000 bodies larger
than one kilometer (0.6 of amile).

Over aeons, the fragments found
new orbits with the help of something
called the Yarkovsky effect, in which
thermal photons from the Sun give a
tiny yet inexorable push to orbiting
rocks.

As the family gradually split up, a
large number of chunks -- perhaps
one in five of the bigger ones -- crept
their way out of the asteroid belt and
became ensnared by the gravita-
tional pull of the inner planets.

Around 65 million years ago, a 10-
km (six mile) piece crunched into
Earth, unleashing a firestorm and
kicking up clouds of dust that filtered
outsunlight.

In this enduring winter, much
vegetation was wiped out and the
species that depended on them also
became extinct. Only those animals
that could cope with the new chal-
lenge, or could exploit an environ-
mental niche, survived.

The trace of the great event,

called the Cretaceous/Tertiary Mass
Extinction, can be seen today in the
shape of a 180-km (112-mile) -
diameter impact crater at modern-
day Chicxulub, in Mexico's Yucatan
peninsula.

The trio of researchers -- William
Bottke, David Vokrouhlicky and
David Nesvorny of Southwest
Research Institute in Colorado -- took
their theory a stage further and
checked out sediment samples from
the Chicxulub site.

They found traces of a mineral
called carbonaceous chondrite,
which is only found in a tiny minority of
meteorites, as the earthly remains of
plummeting asteroids are called.
Most asteroids can be excluded from
the Chicxulub event, but not
Baptistina-era ones, they contend.

Putting simulation and chemical
evidence together, the team rule out
theories that a comet was to blame
rather than an asteroid, and say there
is a "more than 90 percent" probabil-
ity that the killer rock was a refugee
from the Baptistina family.

The investigators also put a 70-
percent probability that a four-km
(2.5-mile) Baptistina asteroid hit the
Moon some around 108 million years
ago, forming the 85-km (52-mile)
crater Tycho.

The probability is lower than for
Chicxulub because itis based only on
asimulation.

The peak of "Baptistina bombard-
ment" was probably around 100
million years ago but is not over yet,
the paper cautions.

Many of the asteroids that skim
dangerously close to Earth today
owe their orbits to that great collision
in the deep past, according to the
authors.

"We are in the tail end of this
shower now," says Bottke. "Our
simulations suggest that about 20
percent of the present-day near-
Earth asteroid population can be
traced back to the Baptistina family."

Universities
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On September 3, Education
Adviser Ayub Quadri and vice
chancellors of 26 public universi-
ties held a meeting at the educa-
tion ministry. Following the meet-
ing, the government lifted restric-
tions on reopening the public
universities and said that the
syndicates concerned would
decide on resuming academic
activities at the institutions.

Following the government
decision, the NU authorities yes-
terday directed the principals of all
the colleges under it to resume
academic activities from tomor-
row, a press release said.

At an emergency syndicate
meeting of Buet yesterday, it was
decided that the university will
reopen on September 10. The
residential halls of the university
will open tomorrow, says a Buet
pressrelease.

The syndicate meeting of the
SAU yesterday decided resuming
its academic activities on
September 10 and reopening the
dormitories on September 9.

Meanwhile, the CU will resume
its academic activities after
Ramadan on October 24 and the
dormitories of the university will
open on October 23, a press
release said.

The decision about the CU
admission process will be taken
after a meeting of the admission
committee on September 9, the
release added.

Meanwhile, the Dhaka
University authorities said that a
syndicate meeting would be held
on September 11 to discuss the
reopening of the university.

CEC
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mass awareness about the benefits of
the voter roll with photo and the NID
cards that would help the ID holder
apply for atleast 22 essential services.

The army's competent perfor-
mance in preparing the photo voter
roll along with the NID has boosted
his confidence that all the tasks will
definitely be completed in time, in
line with the election road map,
Sohul said.

Replying to a query about listing
expatriates in the voter roll, the
election commissioner observed
that the expatriates should easily be
enrolled through Bangladesh mis-
sions abroad and a team from the
EC will be visiting the missions
overseas to look into the matter.

The EC is committed to enrol the
expatriates as voters as per the
constitutional provisions, he added.

Among others, Khondaker
Mizanur Rahman, deputy election
commissioner of Sylhet division,
Harun Ur Rashid, deputy commis-
sioner of Sylhet, Dr Kabir H
Chowdhury, vice chancellor of
Metropolitan University, Lt Col
Mosharraf Hossain, Brig Gen (Retd)
Zobayer Siddiqui spoke at the
meeting.

Barapukuria
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the BCMCL extracted 800-1000
tonnes of coal from the only
operation phase-1109 yesterday.
The daily coal production target
of the mine was 2400-3000
tonnes.

When contacted, Managing
Director of BCMCL MA Aziz said
phase-1110 was sealed off suc-
cessfully on Wednesday and
production restarted at the
phase-1109 the same day. "We
are waiting for the Chinese
experts who are due to arrive at
the mine in a few days. After that
we will decide the next course of
action," he told The Daily Star.

In a major operational break-
through, the troubled
Barapukuria coalmine resumed
nearly full production after two
years when phase-1110
resumed production. Sealing off
this phase of the mine denied the
BCMCL access to 2.30 lakh
tonnes of coal with a production
value of atleast $100,000.

Barapukuria coalmine has a
reserve of 390 million tonnes of
coal, 60 percent of which is
extractable, according to the first
project proposal. But the
extractable amount has dropped
to 20 percent, according to
BCMCL sources.

Shahjahan
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then Jamaat lawmaker Shahjahan
with Satkania Police Station the
same day.

Shahjahan obtained bail in the
case on February 16 last year and
has not since appeared before the
court during hearing.

The court fixed 12 dates for
framing charges in the case
between March 30, 2006 and
August 22 this year but the
charges could not be pressed as
Shahjahan remained absent
making excuses.

Sources said Shahjahan did not
attend hearing when he was an MP
on grounds that he was busy in
parliamentary sessions.

Following expiry of the tenure of
the last parliament Shahjahan
again sought time saying he had
been undergoing treatment at
Islami Foundation Hospital in
Dhaka. He even sought time on
the last day of hearing for framing
charges on August 22 this year,
saying he wasill.

The court fixed October 2 for
hearing.

CSB News silenced
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Zakir, company secretary of Focus
Multimedia Company Ltd.

The BTRC officials also issued a
show cause notice to CSB asking it to
explain within seven days why the
frequency allocated to CSB would not
be cancelled permanently. CSB was
also asked to remain off the air during
the sevendays, the release added.

CSB News was the country's first
24-hour Bangla news channel that
began transmission on 21 February
this year.

The authorities of the channel were
not allowed to make any announce-
ment to its viewers prior to going off the
air, a high official of CSB told The Daily
Starlastnight.

Afive-member probe committee of
the information ministry earlier recom-
mended turning off the broadcast of
CSB as the channel had committed
forgery to obtain frequency allocation.

On last Sunday, decision to shut
down the channel gained grounds as
the CSB officials during an hour-long
meeting with the BTRC officials failed
to produce any convincing document
onfrequency allocation, said sources.

Moreover, the government high-
ups were also unhappy over CSB's
transmission of the recent unrest on
Dhaka University campus and else-
where in the country. The government
was convinced that the news channel
played a provocative role in transmit-
ting the violence that forced the gov-
ernment to impose curfew to pacify the
unrest, added the sources.

The probe body headed by Kamal
Uddin, joint secretary (development)
of information ministry, found that CSB

News got the frequency allocation by
submitting a fake application two days
before submitting the original one to
the information ministry on October
19,2006.

Under the Telecommunications
Act, 2001, committing forgery to
acquire frequency allocation is a
punishable offence, which can lead to
cancellation of the allocation.

Although CSB received the fre-
quency allocation, its authorities did
not submit the original application to
the BTRC, sources in the probe body
told The Daily Star.

CSB submitted an approval letter
of the information ministry before the
BTRC on October 17 and got the
frequency allocation. The probe body
found that the signature on the
approval letter was forged, as the
information ministry had not issued
any approval letter to CSB on that
particularday.

The probe committee, formed on
July 31, is of the opinion that CSB
News might have acquired the fre-
quency allocation with worst inten-
tions. It also observed thata number of
officials at the information ministry
were involvedin the forgery.

Chowdhury Mahmud Hussain,
Manager (administration) of CSB, said
the frequency allocation approval
letters were issued by the information
ministry on October 17 and 19.

Koko sent to jall
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So, he should be confined to jail, the
10 added.

The defence lawyers submitted
three petitions, first for granting bail,
second for providing Koko with first
class division in jail and the third for
his treatment.

Moving the petitions, the lawyers
argued that Koko was brought to the
court before completion of his
remand due to his illness.

He should be provided with first
class division in jail, as he is the son
of a former prime minister and his
elder brother detained Tarique
Rahman was given division as per
direction of the High Court (HC), his
counsels added.

After hearing both sides,
Metropolitan Magistrate
Muhammad Saleh Uddin directed
the jail authorities to take necessary
steps for providing Koko with divi-
sion in jail under section 910 of the
Jail Code and arranging his treat-
mentif necessary.

On September 2, the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) filed
a graft case against Khaleda, Koko
and 11 others with Tejgaon Police
Station.

They have been charged with
breaching tender conditions in
appointing Global Agro Trade
(Private) Company Ltd (GATCO),
an indenting house, for container
handling at the Dhaka Inland
Container Depot (ICD) and the
restricted area at the Chittagong
Port ICD yard despite its lack of
experience and skills.

Following the case, the joint
forces arrested Khaleda and Koko
from their Cantonment residence in
the early hours of Monday and they
were taken to the court the same
day.

ZUBAIDAMEETS KHALEDA

Khaleda Zia's daughter-in-law Dr
Zubaida yesterday met her at the
sub-jail. During the 35-minute talk
with her, Khaleda enquired about
her two detained sons and her
granddaughters, sources said.

She asked all to keep patience,
the sources added.

"Both daughters-in-law of
Khaleda Zia went to visit her but the
jail authorities allowed only Dr
Zubaida to meet Khaleda," family
sources of Khaleda alleged.

Zubaida entered the sub-jail at
about 4:55pm and came out at
around 5:30pm.

"It's a routine and general visit,"
DIG (prison) Maj Shamsul Haider
Siddiqui briefed the reporters at the
sub-jail gate.

"Female jail police were present
during the meeting between
Khaleda Zia and her daughter-in-
law," he added.

Wife of Tarique brought dry foods
for her mother-in-law, sources said.
KOKO IS WELL: DIG PRISON
DIG (prison) Maj Shamsul Haider
Siddiqui yesterday said that the
physical condition of Koko is not
serious.

"He felt pain in the chest, but it
was not serious," he told reporters at
the sub-jail gate.

They will take necessary steps if
Koko's condition worsens, he
added.

"His (Koko) blood pressure was
115/75 yesterday," the DIG (prison)
said.

He also said that Khaleda Zia
was informed about the physical
condition of his son.

EC faces
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to register with the EC as the BNP.
The other one will have to take a new
name and meet certain criteria for
registration that is set to be manda-
tory for a political party seeking to
contestthe nextpolls.

The EC's draft proposals say a
party lacking representation in any of
the previous parliaments must have
committees in atleast 32 districts with
1,000 members each. Besides, each
of those districts will have to have a
committee at all its upazilas with at
least200 members.

According to the BNP constitution,
Khandakar Delwar-led camp claims,
they are still the main BNP in that the
party chief has the authority to expel
any of its members or take any puni-
tive actions without even issuing a
show-cause notice.

Khaleda Zia, now detained on
graft charges, expelled Bhuiyan and
joint secretary general Ashraf
Hossain and appointed Delwar as the
new secretary general on September
2, citing the authority vested upon her
by the party constitution.

The BNP on Wednesday formally
informed the EC about the latest
changes in the party's line-up. The
commission was told that Bhuiyan
does not belong to the party anymore
and cannotrepresentitatany level.

On the other hand, those loyal to
Bhuiyan plan to send a letter to the
EC, claiming that they are the ones
who lead the mainstream. To be
signed by Bhuiyan, the letter will
interpret the BNP chairperson's
decision as unilateral and unconstitu-
tional, said sources close to pro-
reformgroup.

"We will inform the Election
Commission that we are the original
BNP, and we believe they won't
ignore us," BNP Standing Committee
Member Lt Gen (retd) Mahbubur
Rahman, who has been working with
Bhuiyan for intra-party reforms, told
The Daily Star yesterday.

Officials at the EC Secretariat said
the commission will have to bite the
bullet and resolve the dispute with
prudence and care. It never faced
such a critical situation before. If it
ends up making a controversial

BNP test

decision, its credibility will suffer a
body blow, they added.

Presently, there is no law provid-
ing for the EC to intervene in a crisis
within a political party. For instance,
an official said, the Indian EC the legal
authority to resolve disputes over
leadership in the registered political
parties.

"We too have placed some pro-
posals over registration of the parties.
Once they are made into laws, the
Election Commission will have the
powers to settle any dispute within
the registered political parties," he
said.

The EC now only deals with
disputes over election symbols and
gives decision regarding member-
ship vacation when it is referred by
the speaker.

"But in this case we will have to
take a decision if we are to invite the
BNP to the talks," said the EC official
inreturn for anonymity.

In the wake of the crisis, the com-
mission is now considering including
new provisions in its proposals for
electoral reforms so that it can deal
with similar situationin future.

It, however, believes it has
enough time as the scheduled date
for talks with the BNP is November 22
and as per the plan, an invitation will
be senttwo weeks before the day.

"By this time, the dispute may take
anewturn," he added.

BNP'S LETTER QUESTIONED
Election Commissioner Sakhawat
yesterday questioned authenticity of
the BNP letter informing the EC about
the changes in the posts of secretary
general and joint secretary general
as it was signed by Assistant Office
Secretary RizviAhmed.

"We will also examine whether it
was sentto us properly," he said.

The BNP submitted the letter
Wednesday, and requested the EC to
contactwith its new secretary general
for any official purpose.

Copies of the documents carry-
ing the chairperson's decisions
regarding the expulsions and new
appointment were attached to the
letter.

Mainul
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to allay fears among the business
community and general people
alike.

Asked if there would be a new list
of graft suspects, he replied in the
negative, and said, "The govern-
ment will keep dealing with the 230
people who have so far been listed
as graft suspects.”

He observed that the Anti-
Corruption Commission and the
existing laws will determine the
measures regarding corruption and
fresh graft suspects in future.

"We cannot take on all responsi-
bilities...the law will decide who'll
get released and who'll not," he
added.

Queried if expelled BNP secre-
tary general Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
and his allies have violated the
emergency rules by holding the
meeting Wednesday, the law
adviser said it rests with the home
ministry.

Gold smuggling case
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Ershad accompanied by his party
leaders and activists appeared
before the courtat 10:15am.

Additional policemen were
deployed on the court premises to
avoid any untoward incident.

The judge said he could not
prepare the case judgement as he
had been ill for a week. He set the
fresh date for pronouncing the
verdict.

Both the prosecution and the
defence completed their argu-
ments. The court recorded state-
ments of eight prosecution wit-
nesses, including the complainant
and investigation officer (I0) of the
case.

Customs officials held four
people including two foreign nation-
als at the Zia International Airport
when they tried to smuggle 3.6 kgs
of gold, worth about Tk 2.5 crore,
into Bangladesh on July 17, 1990,
the prosecution said.

A case was filed with the
Cantonment Police Station against
the four -- Bernhard Rudiger of
Germany, David Anthony Chalmar
Chaker of England, former Zia
International Airport manager Maj
(retd) Ashraf Uddin Sekender and
airport security guard Abu Taher, the
same day.

During the investigation, the 10
found evidence of Ershad's involve-
ment in the smuggling and his name
was included in the charge sheet on
August 31, 1991.

The trial against Ershad was
shelved for several years following a
High Court (HC) stay order.

The former president, who faced
anumber of charges after his ouster
from power following a popular
uprising in 1990, was acquitted of
four graft cases in August and
September last year after his
announcement of joining the BNP-
led four party alliance.

Falu
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Falu and his wife Mahbuba
Sultana on July 8 for giving false
statements about their known
source of income to the ACC.
Moreover, they amassed Tk
60,61,91,279 through corruption.

The case was filed against
them under sections 26(2)/27(1)
of the Anti- Corruption
Commission Act-2004, section
15(Kha)(5) of the Emergency
Power Rules and section 109 of
the Bangladesh Penal Code.

Two more cases were filed with
the Tejgaon and the Ashulia police
stations against Falu on different
dates this year for misusing gov-
ernment property.

Probe body
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jurisdiction was limited to investi-
gating the campus violence, he
visited the city areas to see if con-
current violence there had any
connection with the campus inci-
dents.

When asked what measures the
commission took to record the
statements of the DU teachers who
were arrested on charges of fan-
ning the unrest, Justice Habib said
a process to that end was under-
way at the home ministry.

Dr Kamal
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In an oblique reference to former
prime ministers Khaleda Zia and
Sheikh Hasina who were arrested
on charges of corruption, Dr Kamal
said people are closely watching
what steps the parties take about
theirleaders.

"No one is above the law. Trial of
the arrested people should be held
in accordance with the investiga-
tion report," He said.

Dr Kamal said before declaring
the emergency, there was no rule of
law. Steps are on to restore rule of
law. "Now we are in a process of
electing honest, qualified and
efficient candidates in polls.”

Wadud Bhuiyan
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Wadud Bhuiyan was arrested on
February 4.

He was brought to the
Khagrachhari Police Station yes-
terday afternoon. Kazi Helal Uddin,
officer-in-charge (OC) of
Khagrachhari Police Station, said
Salam, who had been involved in
land grabbing, had been accused
in four cases on different charges.

RU suspends

FROM PAGE 1
case for torching a DGFI vehicle
during campus violence on August
22

The court also ordered Rajshahi
Central Jail authorities to grant divi-
sion for the six teachers detained in
the case for violation of Emergency
PowerRules.

The court has scheduled
September 11 for hearing on charge
framing in both the cases.

The two teachers facing the
warrant are Prof Dr Golam Sabbir
Sattar Tapu and Prof Dr Chowdhury
Sarwar Jahan Sajal.

Other absconding accused per-
sons include RU Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) general secretary
Ayenuddin, BCL workers Dipayan
Sarker, Mizanur Rahman Mithu,
Sarker Ayaj, SM Fakhrul Islam
Sumon, Abu Sayem, Shamim
Ahmed, students Abdul Latif,
Shakhawat, Aziz and former RU vice
chancellor Faisul Islam Faruki's
chauffeur Ataur Rahman.

The court earlier issued notices
asking the absconding accused to
surrender within three days.

Another accused, RU Public
Relations Officer (PRO) Sadikul Islam
was arrested onAugust 29.

Shawkat Ali, assistant director of
Rajshahi regional DGFI (Directorate
General of Forces Intelligence)
lodged the case with Motihar Police
Station on August 23 accusing two
teachers and four students.

Sub-inspector Mukhtar Hossain of
the PS submitted charge sheet in the
case accusing the six persons and
eight others including Sadikul on
September 1.

During campus violence of August
22, the two teachers allegedly through
mobile phones ordered the unruly
students to torch the DGFI vehicle
and agroup of unruly students beat up
Shawkat Ali and torched his official
vehicle, says the charge sheet.

Meanwhile, six detained RU
teachers were produced before the
court yesterday in Emergency Power
Rules violation case.

Their lawyers complained to the
court that the court's order to allow

Musharraf
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mid-September and mid-October.

General elections are due by early
2008.

But the situation remains fluid, with
Musharraf trying for a power-sharing
deal with former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto that could see him quit
the army, and another ex-premier,
Nawaz Sharif, vowing to return from
exile nextweek.

Supreme Court Chief Justice
Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry
ordered the government on
Wednesday to name the date on
which Musharraf's term in office would
expire.

His order came after the Supreme
Court took up a legal petition, filed by
the radical Jamaat-i-Islami party,
which challenges a 2004 parliamen-
tary act allowing Musharraf to be
president-in-uniform.

The judge has become a growing
thorn in Musharraf's side since the
president tried to sack him earlier this
year, sparking mass protests. The
Supreme Court reinstated Chaudhry
inJuly.

Lawyers boycotted courts in
several cities on Thursday in what they
said was a relaunch of their campaign
for democracy. Musharraf seized
power in a bloodless coup in 1999
when he toppled Sharif.

US strikes
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strikes were carried out against
"positively identified armed gunmen
directing small arms fires on to the
assaultforce."

"A total of four buildings were
damaged, including two enemy
strongholds that sustained major
damage and two surrounding build-
ings that sustained moderate dam-
age,"the statement said.

It did not detail the number of
people killed in the operation but said
the Iragi and US forces suffered no
casualties.

An AFP photographer on the
scene said three houses were
destroyed and two damaged.

Amid the rubble of one house was
a mattress covered in blood with
human body parts scattered about.
Neighbours said a family of six had
been killed in the house, including a
12-year-old girl.

Bloodstains could also be seen
amid the wreckage of the other
houses, where angry residents
gathered to denounce the US mili-
tary.

"They prevented me from trying to
get two of my wounded neighbours
to hospital," said Ammar Assem.
"They fired on my car when | tried to
leavethe area. | hadtogoback."

Washington has deployed an
extra 28,500 troops as part of a
"surge" in Baghdad and surrounding
areas aimed at quelling sectarian
violence that has killed thousands of
Iraqis since it erupted 18 months ago.

ACC sees
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already compiled. We are moving
forward based on the paper cut-
tings and proofs in the files," the
ACC chairman said, adding, "We
hope we will be able to make peo-
ple understand that there has been
corruption and punishment is
required for the corrupt.”

Asked why former prime minis-
ters Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina have been sued for alleged
offence other than discrepancy in
their wealth and the statement
submitted to ACC, Mashhud said,
"A thing has to begin somewhere
and the ACC has that option. It
appears two of them are being
affected. No, same will happen in
case of others."

He said ACC did not want to
make a mess by mishandling these
high-profile cases.

them division in accordance with the
jail code was not being followed.

They submitted a petition for
directly ordering division for the
teachers and the court after hearing
both sides granted division under 910
(1) ofthe Jail Code.

The suspension six RU teachers
came into effect from the date they
were taken under police custody, RU
vice chancellor Prof Dr Altaf Hossain
told The Daily Star yesterday.

"But their suspension is yet to be
resolved by the university's syndicate.
We [RU authorities] will soon take the
matter to the syndicate for formal
execution," he said, adding that the
suspended teachers will get mainte-
nance allowance during their suspen-
sion period.

Earlier two RU teachers -- Dr
Asadullah Al Galib of Arabic depart-
ment and Prof Mia Mohammad
Mohiuddin -- were suspended follow-
ing their arrest by the law enforcers.

Prof Galib was arrested in
February 2005 after a number of
arrested militants of Jama'atul
Muijahidin, Bangladesh named him as
their leader in judicial confession in
differentdistricts.

He was however promoted as full
professor later although he is still in
police custody and facing trial in a
number of cases related to militancy,
said official sources.

Prof Mohiuddin was arrested in
February 2006, days after the murder
of Prof Taher as three arrested killers
named him as mastermind of the
killingin theirjudicial confession.

Mohiuddin is now on bail granted
by the High Court while Prof Taher
murder case is undertrial.

Terming the suspension order of
six Rajshahi University teachers
‘politically motivated and inhuman',
Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique, acting
dean of social science faculty of
Dhaka University, yesterday
demanded immediate release of the
sixteachers.

The university authorities should
withdraw the suspension order
immediately and provide them legal
assistance, Prof Siddique, also
former president of Dhaka University
Teachers Association, made the
demand while talking to The Daily Star
last night.

Hunt on for 10
terror suspects
in Germany

AP, Berlin

German authorities were search-
ing yesterday for about 10 sus-
pected supporters of an Islamic
group linked to al-Qaeda believed
to have assisted three militants
arrested for plotting imminent
attacks against Americans in
Germany, an official said.

Authorities believed "some 10"
further suspects provided support
to the two German converts and a
Turkish citizen who were arrested
Tuesday, August Hanning, a top
security official, told the ARD
broadcaster.

"This is the network that we are
aware of at the moment," Hanning
said, adding that authorities
believe the splintered cell which
includes more converted
Germans, Turks and other citizens
no longer poses a direct security
threat.

The three arrested suspects
had military-style detonators and
enough material to make bombs
more powerful than those that
killed 191 people in Madrid in 2004
and 52 commuters in London two
years ago, prosecutors said
Wednesday.

"We were able to succeed in
recognising and preventing the
most serious and massive bomb-
ings," German Federal Prosecutor
Monika Harms said at a news
conference Wednesday. She
declined to name specific targets.

Zillur
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council meeting in the absence of
Sheikh Hasina, nor will they partici-
pate inany election without her.

The veteran leader said there is no
dispute in the party and ruled out any
possibility of a split because "as the
Awami League is a big political party,
there might be differences of view
amongits leaders and activists".

Criticising the government's
ongoing anti-corruption drive, the
acting AL chief said graft cannot be
stopped by listing several hundred
corrupt suspects or harassing people
by filing 10-12 graft cases against an
individual.

Curbing corruption in the true
sense demands patriotism which
could be achieved through creating
public opinion, he said adding that the
government would get his party's
cooperation if it follows the due proce-
duresin combating the scourge.

On a High Court decision which
rejected Hasina's petition for quash-
ing a case in which she is alleged to
have profited from buying MiG-29
fighter aircraft during her tenure in
office, Zillur said, “It doesn't mean that
she's guilty. We'll soon appeal to the
highest courtagainstthe verdict".

On the expulsion of two top BNP
leaders which may result in a split of
the party, Zillur said, “Personally |
don'tlike a splitin any political party."

"But conspiracies and acts of
instigation play a role in splitting
political parties in the third world
countries," he said, adding that those
who chanted slogan for Khaleda Zia
are now speaking against her.

“l don'tbelieve in such practice”.

AL leaders Motia Chowdhury,
Advocate Rahmat Ali, Maj Gen (retd)
Subid Ali Bhuiyan, and Habibur
Rahman Seraj, among others, were
presentatthe briefing.
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