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HIV spreads in concentrated
epidemic form among IDUs

Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Though HIV prevalence is less than
one percent in the country, it has
already spread as a concentrated
epidemic form among the injection
drug users (IDUs), said the speak-
ers ataroundtable yesterday.

They said it is a must to increase
awareness along with behavioural
change and promote the use of
condom among the adults as part of
AIDS prevention.

The roundtable titled "Vulnerabil-
ity of AIDS and safe relationship'
was organised jointly by the
Prothom Alo and UNFPA at Biam
auditoriumin the city.

Terming the IDUs as most vul-
nerable group, Rebeka Sultana of
UNFPA said around 57 percent of
drug users have relationship with
sex workers, who attend around 40
othersin aweek.

So they pose immense threat to
spreading AIDS, she said.

Besides, as it has been found
that some 42 percent of the IDUs
are married, there is also the possi-
bility of transmitting the disease to
their wives, she added.

Rebeka said as sexual inter-
course is the main route of HIV

transmission in South Asia, use of
condom should be increased in the
country.

A study has revealed that 80
percent of AIDS infection takes
place through sexual intercourse,
she added.

" Though the demand for con-
dom hasincreased, the supply is not
atall adequate," said Julia Ahmed of
Women's Health Coalition, adding
that AIDS programme started in the
country long time ago, but lack of
sustainable leadership and ensur-
ing enough condom to vulnerable
groups hinders the advancement of
the programme.

The speakers stressed the need
for female condom as it can act as
one of the tools of their empower-
ment and women can take their
sexual decision by using it.

However, it needs reduction of
the cost of female condom and
capacity building of women before
usingit.

HIV/AIDS is also a health and
socio economic issue and as such
social steps to combat the disease
need to be strengthened, said
Sultana Kamal, former adviser to
caretaker government, adding that
raising awareness, supply of con-

doms and women's empowerment
is also equally important in this
regard.

" It needs coordinated efforts
among the government and non-

government organisations," she
added.
While moderating the

roundtable, Joint Editor of the
Prothom Alo Abdul Quayum said
there are around 11,000 AIDS
patients in the country.

From this it can be assumed that
the actual number of patient is far
more than that as a large number of
people do not expose it, he added.

"This also increases the chance
of spreading the disease as other
people cannot take any precaution-
ary measures," said Quayum.

Director General of Health
Services Dr Shahjahan Biswas,
representatives of UNFPA and
other non-government organisa-
tions and law enforcers shared
their experiences and made
recommendations at the
roundtable.
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Speakers at a roundtable titled 'Vulnerability of AIDS and safe relationship’ at Biam auditorium in the city yesterday.
Sitting from left are Afsana Taher, Director General of Health Services Dr Shahjahan Biswas, former adviser to the care-
taker government Sultana Kamal and Dr Julia Ahmed. The Prothom Alo and UNFPA jointly organised the roundtable.

172 Chinese
miners dead
In mining
disaster

AFP, Beijjing

The 172 miners trapped in a flooded
mine in eastern China nearly three
weeks ago were pronounced dead
yesterday as officials cited bad
management as a main cause of the
tragedy, state press said.

The miners "will not return alive,"
Xinhua news agency quoted a
statement from the Shandong
provincial government as saying.

Heavy rains caused a nearby
river to burst its banks on August 18,
flooding the coal mine. An extensive
rescue operation has focused on
pumping the water from the pit, but
none of the missing have been
found.

Although officials had previously
insisted the tragedy was simply a
natural disaster, State
Administration of Work Safety chief
Li Yizhong said this week that poor
planning and inadequate safety
procedures were also to blame.

Greens protest
Indian Ocean
wargames

AFP, Port Blair

Environment groups in this Indian
Ocean archipelago yesterday
strongly condemned massive
wargames in the region, saying the
exercise would shatter its fragile
ecology.

The protests came as manoeuv-
res involving more than 30 warships
from the US, Australia, Japan,
Singapore and India shifted into high
gear, moving from the Bay of Bengal
towards the Andaman and Nicobar
archipelago.

The exercise was centred 300
kilometres (180 miles) from the
Andamanese capital of Port Blair,
where activists said the proximity of
the nuclear-powered vessels could
damage the archipelago's fragile
ecology.

"Our very own Indian navy is
constantly infringing into the fragile
zone for exercises," said Samir
Acharya, who heads the Society of
Andaman and Nicobar Ecology.

"This time the only difference is
that five countries are involved," he
said as Vice Admiral Doug Crowder,
commander of the US Navy's
Seventh Fleet, flew into Port Blair on
Thursday to oversee the wargames.

Thirty-eight of the palm-fringed
archipelago's 321 islands are inhab-
ited and its pristine waters contain
some of the world's most breathtak-
ing coral reefs and marine life --
including hundreds of endangered
species.

Dhaka proposes Ctg-St
Petersburg twining

UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury, during a meeting with
First Vice-Governor Victor N Lobko
of St. Petersburg City government,
proposed the twining of Chittagong
and St. Petersburg cities.

St. Petersburg already has such
arrangements with many other
cities in the world, which have led to
mutual benefit.

During discussions, they spoke
of the possibilities of the use of
many academic and medical institu-
tions in St. Petersburg for the use of
Bangladeshi students, according to
a release received from St.
Petersburg.

The foreign adviser said this
would encourage more
Bangladeshi students to take
advantage of Russian scholarship
offers. “There is also ample scope
for expanding trade, and | have
discussed this with the leadership of
the Russian Federation in Moscow,”
he added.

Iftekhar, who spent a few hours in
the port city, returned to Moscow on
Wednesday and met with Ivan S
Materov, Deputy Minister of Industry
and Energy with whom he dis-
cussed bilateral cooperation in
energy, gas exploration and invest-
ment.

The adviser attended a reception

hosted in his honour by the
Bangladesh Charge de Affaires of
Bangladesh Rezina Ahmed at the
Bangladesh House.

The Adviser explained the cur-
rent developments of Bangladesh to
expatriate Bangladeshis residing in
Moscow, and encouraged them to
invest in Bangladesh with the possi-
bilities of high return now and better
than ever. “Our expatriates are a
major source of our economic
growth and progress,” he said.

Most Lebanese
Killed by Israeli
attacks

AFP, Jerusalem

Indiscriminate Israeli attacks
caused the vast majority of deaths
among Lebanese civilians in last
summer's war with the Shia
Hezbollah, the US-based Human
Right Watch said in a report yester-
day.

The group's research found that
more than 1,100 Lebanese died in
the conflict, most of them civilians.
The Lebanese government puts the
figure at over 1,200, many of them
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Rise in temperature likely
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the country.

Sayeedpur and Maijdee Court.

5:42am tomorrow.

Moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty
or squally wind is likely at most places over the country's all six divi-
sions in next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Moderately heavy to heavy falls are also likely at places over the
country, Met Office said in a forecast.

It said that day temperature may rise by 1-2 degree Celsius over

Highest temperature 32.0 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Chuadanga and lowest 24.0 degree Celsius at Rangpur,

The sun sets in the capital at 6:11pm today and rises at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
maijor cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 30.2 25.2 87 90
Chittagong 26.6 25.0 95 97
Rajshahi 28.3 25.1 100 100
Khulna 30.5 26.0 98 --
Barisal 29.3 25.4 98 --
Sylhet 27.2 25.2 98 91
Cox's Bazar 28.0 24.5 100 100

Bangladeshis
among 53 illegal
immigrants

held in Greece

AFP, Komotini

Greek border guards on
Wednesday arrested 53 illegal
immigrants along the Turkish border
as well as their alleged Pakistani
smuggler, a police source said.

The illegal immigrants were
aboard a tractor trailer after just
having swum across the Evros river
separating Greece from Turkey.

They allegedly paid 4,500 dollars
(3,300 euros) to the smuggler, who
was to bring them to Salonika, the
source said. The immigrants
included Kurds, Pakistanis,
Bangladeshis, Iraqis and
Palestinians.

More donations
to CA's Relief
Fund

UNB, Dhaka

Twenty-eight organisations yester-
day donated Tk 1,84,95,357 plus
15,000 US dollars to the Chief
Adviser's Relief and Welfare Fund
for the succour and rehabilitation of
flood victims.

The donors handed over
cheques for the money to Chief
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed at his
office, as his caretaker government
continued sending out assistance
for the flood-affected people.

Those who donated money
included Pubali Bank Tk 50 lakh,
China Chamber of Commerce in
Bangladesh Tk 31.90 lakh,
Commercial Bank of Ceylon Ltd Tk
15 lakh, National Bank Ltd Tk 25
lakh, Bangladesh Medical
Association of North America, an
organisation of

Bangladeshi physicians living in
America, 15,000 US dollar, United
Airways (BD) Ltd Tk 10 lakh,
Bangladesh Tea Association Tk 5
lakh, National Life Insurance Co Ltd
Tk 20 lakh, American Life Insurance
Co Ltd Tk 5 lakh, Dhaka Commerce
College Tk 5 lakh, Dutch Bangla
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Tk 1.75 lakh, Bangladesh
Institute of Administration and
Management (BIAM) Foundation Tk
36,597.

Islampur Cloth Trader
Association donated Tk 8.25 lakh,
Institute of Chartered Accounts of
Bangladesh Tk 5 lakh, Birshreshtha
Munshi Abdur Rouf Rifles' College
Tk 36,715, Kazi Golam Mahbub
Foundation Trust Tk 1lakh,
Bangladeshi expatriate in Kuwait
Ejajur Rahman

Junen Tk 30,000, Eastern Tower
Flat Owner Cooperative Association
Tk 28,205, Johora Khatun Shisu
Vidya Niketon, Khulna Tk 20,000,
Darland International School and
College, Mirpur, Dhaka, Tk 20,839
and Inhabitants of Oxygen area in
Chittagong Tk 24,520.

The chief adviser thanked all for
their humanitarian contribution in
aid of the flood-hit people of the
country.

Pak helicopter
attack kills two

AFP, Miranshah

A Pakistan army helicopter gunship
yesterday opened fire on a vehicle
in a troubled tribal region bordering
Afghanistan, killing at least two
Islamic militants, officials said.

The attack on the pick-up truck
took place near the town of Mir Ali in
the lawless border region of North
Waziristan, where the United States
says Al-Qaeda and the Taliban
movement have regrouped, the
officials said.

Appeal for help

Iftekhar
Mahmud, a
student of class
ten of Natore
Sugar Mills High
School, is
suffering from
| blood cancer,
=l says a press
release.

He is now undergoing treatment
at Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University in the city.

Doctors said he needs special-
ised treatment which is available in
Singapore and Japan.

His treatment would cost around
Tk 70lakh.

His father Abdul Khalek of
Baraharispur has already spent
about Tk 10 lakh for the treatment of
his son and he is no longer in a
position to afford his treatment cost.

So he, along with the headmas-
ter of the school Md Fazlul Haq, has
fervently appealed to affluent peo-
ple of the society to come forward
with financial assistance to save the
life of a bright student.

Contributions can be sent to
Sabina Yasmin and Shamima Akter,
Account No 34117663, Sonali Bank,
Kakrail Branch, Dhaka.

Interested persons can also
contact at 01710886166 and
01722302241.
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Adviser for Industries Geeteara Safiya Choudhury presides over an inter-ministrial meeting at secretariat in the city

yesterday.

Tk 236.18cr
BCC budget
announced

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

The annual budget of Barisal City
Corporation (BCC) amounting to
over Tk 236.18 crore for the current
fiscal was announced yesterday.

The budget envisages a revenue
income of Tk 39.32 core from its
own sources and Tk 196.86 core as
grants from other sources.

The budget proposal imposes no
new tax.

Awlad Hossain Dilu, mayor-in-
charge, announced the budget in
presence of ward commissioners,
officials and journalists at BCC
conference room.

He said the budget laid emphasis
on providing basic services to
citizens including development of
roads and slums, free birth registra-
tion, immunization, water supply,
health, sanitation and beautification
of the city.

A Tk 32.62 core has been ear-
marked as revenue expenditure, Tk
24.5 core for infrastructure develop-
ment, Tk 22.07 core forimplementa-
tion of development programmes
under Japanese grant, Tk 20 core
for implementation of different
projects under Bangladesh
Municipal Development Fund, Tk 20
core for construction of BCC build-
ing, Tk 18 core for construction of
surface water treatment plant and
Tk 10.66 core for development of
newly extended areas of BCC.

Dilu said a complaint centre has
started functioning at BCC and taxa-
tion section has been computerised to
maintain transparency and account-
ability ofits works, he added.

Kashmir rebel
alliance open
to truce offer

AFP, Srinagar

A Pakistan-based rebel alliance
yesterday said it would consider a
ceasefire in Kashmir if a "sincere
and serious" offer came from "some
respectable quarter.”

The offer of a ceasefire came a
week ahead of the start of the
Muslim fasting month of Ramadan.

A number of Kashmiri political
groups, including the main opposi-
tion National Conference and mod-
erate separatists, have been urging
New Delhi to declare a ceasefire in
Muslim-majority Kashmir to mark
Ramadan.

"On the eve of the upcoming
month of Ramadan if a sincere and
serious offer of ceasefire comes
from some responsible quarter the
armed leadership will consider it in
the light of the prevailing situation
and respond accordingly," Syed
Salahudin, the head of United Jihad
Council, told Kashmir News
Service.

Govt turns down plea to
cut taxes on oil import

UNB, Dhaka

The government yesterday turned
down a plea for further cuts in taxes
on import of edible oil due to com-
plexities in legal procedure and lack
of commitment from the importers to
reducing the price at consumer
level.

Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul
Islam rejected the request from the
leaders of Bangladesh Edible Oil
Association who met him at the
Finance Ministry conference room.
Commerce Secretary Firoz Ahmed
and NBR Chairman Badiur Rahman
were also present.

"The meeting ended inconclusively,”
the adviser told reporters after the
meeting, adding that it would require
amendment to the existing law, which is
time consuming.

Even then, the government
would have considered a further cut
in taxes, if there had been any
commitment from the importers that
the prices would come down, he
said.

The finance adviser also referred

to the previous experience when the
government permitted import of
edible oil at the rate of zero percent
customs duty, but the price did not
come down.

The importers sought a further
cutin VAT and advance income tax,
presently applicable atimport stage,
on some 150,000 tons of edible oil
already imported and kept under
bond.

"There are enough stocks for the
month of Ramadan," association
President A Rouf Chowdhury told
reporters after the meeting, explain-
ing the need for the tax cuts to
release the imported oil at reduced
cost.

Replying to a question, he said
the importers are selling soybean oil
at Tk 73 to 74 per litre at the mill
gates, but they do not have control
over around 200,000 retailers
across the country.

He also said there would be no
shortage of supply of edible oil
during Ramadan, but problems
could arise after Ramadan unless
the taxis reduced.

BELTA Conference

The 4th BELTA International Conference
with the theme 'The ELT Profession:
Challenges and Prospects' will begin.
Venue: Bangladesh Institute of
Administration and Management (Biam).
Time: 9:00am.

Roundtable

Sakkhar Education and Research
Foundation organises a roundtable titled
'Literacy movement: Successes and
distresses'. Venue: National Press Club.
Time: 3:00pm.

Cultural programme
HANS organises a cultural programme in
participation of a number of autistic children.
Venue: LGED auditorium. Time: 3:00pm.

UNFPA Prize giving
ceremony

UNFPA will give away prizes among the
winners of its Poster Contests held in

2005 and 2006. Venue: Jatiya Mahila
Sangstha. Time: 5:30pm.

Network meeting

The 2nd Regional Network Meeting of
International Coalition of Historic Site
Museums of Conscience will begin. Venue:
Cirdap auditorium. Time: 4:30pm.

Roundtable

SHEBA Bangladesh Foundation
organises a roundtable titled 'Education-
students and anticipations'. Venue:
Bangladesh Press Institute (PIB). Time:
9:30am.

Assessment

g

DHAKA

programme

Words 'n Pages organises International
Assessment for Schools (IAS) in
collaboration with University of New South
Wales, Australia and Mcmillan India.
Venue: Words 'n Pages. Time: 5:00pm.

Conference

The 3rd Science Conference of
Anusandhitsu Chakra Bigyan Sangathan,
Mugdapara branch will be held. Venue:
Little Bird Kindergarten, 77 South
Mugdapara. Time: 3:00pm.

Prize giving
ceremony

Bishwa Sahitya Kendra will give away
prizes among the winners of a book
reading campaign for the students of class
XI. Venue: Kendra auditorium. Time:
11:00am.

Fashion show

The award giving ceremony of Bexifabrics
Anyadin Eid Fashion Contest will be held.
Venue: Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre. Time: 5:30pm.

Exhibition

A 15-day solo art exhibition titled 'Drohe
Nari, Nirbane Nari' by Maksudul Ahsan will
begin. Venue: Shilpangan Gallery. Time:
6:00pm. The exhibition will continue il
September 21 from 12:00noon to 8:00pm.

Reception

Bangladesh Dalits Human Rights will
accord a reception to the children of the
dalit community. Venue: WVA auditorium.
Time: 10:30am.

HC rejects appeal to quash MiG case

FROM PAGE 1
vokalatnama tomorrow [Friday],"
said the lawyer adding that he could
not meet the former prime minister
yesterday when he went to submit
the vokalatnama to the special jail
authorities.

On February 9, 1999, eight MiG-
29 fighter planes were procured for
Bangladesh Air Force during
Hasina's tenure in line with the
technical assistance deal signed
between Bangladesh and Russia.

Abdullah Al Zahid, an official of
the now defunct Bureau of Anti-
Corruption (Bac), filed the MiG-29
purchase case on December 11,
2001 with Tejgaon Police Station
accusing five persons including
Hasina after the BNP-led four-party
alliance came to power.

Charges were pressed against
Hasina and six others in the case in
2003.

Hasina appealed to the HC
seeking quashing of the case and
the HC stayed proceedings of the
case the same year.

Pending with the trial court, the
MiG-29 purchase case had
remained stayed since then.

Making a sudden move for quick
disposal of the case, the interim
government on May 28 this year

appealed to the HC seeking hearing
on Hasina's petition for quashing of
the MiG-29 scam case.

Hearing on Hasina's appeal
began before a HC bench compris-
ing Justice Nazrul Islam Chowdhury
and Justice Ataur Rahman Khan on
August 21 and both the petitioners
and state lawyers made their sub-
mission in seven working days.

The HC bench delivered verdict
on the petition of the former premier
in two days -- Wednesday and
Thursday.

There was a scrutiny committee
for the task of purchase and atlasta
summarised report was sent to
Hasina as she was the prime minis-
ter then, said Hasina's counsel in
their submission during the hearing.

She did not do anything with ill
motive, the counsel told the court.
They also cited examples of such
types of incidents in different coun-
tries.

Hasina's counsel also said the
then government saved Tk 174
crore by purchasing the eight fighter
planes. Although the price was fixed
at Tk 289 crore the government
reduced it to Tk 115 crore, they
added.

The state lawyers, on the other
hand, said the fighters were bought

without following the rules of busi-
ness.

According to the first information
report (FIR), the government
incurred a loss of Tk 700 crore due
to the warplane purchase.

"We are not satisfied with the
verdict. There are many points of
law in the case which will be settled
in the Supreme Court," Hasina's
counsel barrister Shafique Ahmed
told journalists after the verdict.

"The deal was made between
the governments of two countries
and the planes were bought follow-
ing application by Bangladesh Air
Force," said another counsel of
Hasina.

Other charge-sheeted accused
in the case are former army chief Lt
Gen (retd) Mustafizur Rahman, ex-
Air Force chief Air Marshal (retd)
Jamal Uddin Ahmed, retired
defence secretary Syed Yusuf
Hossain, Air Commodore (retd)
Mirza Akhtar Maruf, retired defence
joint secretary Mohammad Hossain
Serniabat and businessman Noor
Ali.

UK reiterates
support to
caretaker govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

British Minister for Asia, Africa and
the UN Marc Malloch-Brown reiter-
ated the British support for the
caretaker government's plans and
programmes during a meeting with
Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury in London yesterday.

They also discussed issues
related to climate change on which
Bangladesh and the UK are work-
ing closely together, and touched
on a number of international and
bilateral issues.

At the meeting held at the
Foreign & Commonwealth Office,
Malloch-Brown expressed his
'understanding, empathy and
support' for the caretaker govern-
ment's plans and programmes,
said a foreign ministry press
release.

"It was a constructive meeting.
The UK reiterates its continued
support to the caretaker govern-
ment of Bangladesh," said
Malloch-Brown after the meeting.

Iftekhar said, "On a personal
note it was wonderful to be able to
see Lord Marc Malloch-Brown in
his new responsibility in Prime
Minister Gordon Brown's team."

"l had known him well when he
served with the United Nations in
New York, and | have always
admired his keen interest on devel-
opment issues. He appreciates our
achievements in this field. | see him
as agood friend of Bangladesh," he
said.

Iftekhar stopped off in London
on his way back home from an
official visit to Russia.

Drugged cop
dies on way
to DMCH

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A police constable died yesterday
afternoon on his way to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) a
day after he fell victim to a gang of
'aggyan party' at Brahmanbaria.

The victim, Mosharraf Hossain,
52, was a constable at Akhaura
Police Station in Brahmanbaria and
a resident of Homna upazila in
Comilla.

Abdul Quayyum, brother-in-law
of Mosharraf, told reporters at the
DMCH that Mosharraf fell victim to a
gang of 'aggyan party' when he was
returning home from his workplace
on Wednesday noon.

The members of 'aggyan party'
are engaged in robbing people after
drugging them.

Finding Mosharraf unconscious
in a bus in Comilla, locals collected
phone numbers of his relatives from
atelephone index found in his wallet
and informed the matter to his
relatives, Quayyum said.

“Receiving information | rushed
to the spot and admitted my brother-
in-law to a local clinic,” Quayyum
told reporters.

As the condition of Mosharraf
was deteriorating, he was being
taken to DMCH but died on his way
to the hospital.

Death anniversary

Today is the
16th death
anniversary of
Ruhul Quddus,
a valiant free-
dom fighter,
says a press
release.

During the
war of liberation in 1971, he served
as the secretary general of
Mujibnagar Revolutionary
Government.

On December 18, 1971, he was
sent to Dhaka by Mujibnagar
Government to complete formalities
for return of the cabinet headed by
Syed Nazrul Islam and Tajuddin
Ahmed.

Later, as the first principal secre-
tary of the government, he made
valuable contribution in shaping the
administrative structure of the
newborn Bangladesh.

Ruhul Quddus, also a recipient
of the Independence Award,
resigned as principal secretary in
protest against the killing of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Chehlum

Chehlum of AK Md Rashid Uddin,
former additional secretary and
father of Shamimun Lipi Nahar, an
eminent human rights activist, will
be held at Farid Community Centre
at Khilgaon in the city after Juma
prayers today, says a press release.

Friends, relatives and admirers
are requested to attend the
programme to pray for salvation of
the departed soul.

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of Abdul Hakim Bepari,
an eminent social worker and father
of Mohammad Shah Alam, presi-
dent of BNP Ward No 40, will be held
at Beparipara Jame-e-Masjid at
Tushkhali Choto Machhua village at
Mothbaria in Pirojpur after Juma
prayers today, says a press release.
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