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Khaleda lands

FROM PAGE 1
In a white chiffon saree, Khaleda
however smiled and waved outside
the courtroom. At that time, a group of
party faithful were chanting slogans.

Meanwhile, sources in the admin-
istration said that more graft cases
would soon be filed against her.

According to the BNP constitu-
tion, she will be disqualified from
holding the party chief's post and
retaining the membership if she is
convicted of graft.

Immediately after the court
orders, the security forces whisked
her off to the makeshift jail. This is for
the first time she has landed in a
prison in a political career spanning
over two decades.

Late president Ziaur Rahman who
founded the BNP in 1978 after taking
over state power as a military ruler
won public support for what many
political observers say his stance
against corruption. But the image of
his widowed wife, who ruled the
country for 10 years since restoration
of democracy in a mass upsurge in
1990, has been tainted by corruption
allegations.

During her last stint as the prime
minister, many of the party lawmak-
ers and leaders had allegedly been
involved in massive corruption and
made a huge wealth.

The country's political situation
turned volatile in October last year as
the BNP-led four-party alliance tried
desperately to hold the ninth parlia-
ment election despite the AL-led
grand alliance's decision to boycott
the polls that they viewed were
designed to bring BNP and allies
back to power.

Amid violence and chaos on the
streets, President lajuddin Ahmed,
who assumed the office of the chief
adviser sidestepping various consti-
tutional options, stood aside as the
caretaker government chief on
January 11. He declared the state of
emergency and postponed the
election scheduled for January 22.

Fakhruddin Ahmed took the reins
with a promise to rid politics of corrup-
tion before holding the stalled parlia-
mentary election. In February, his
administration launched a crack-
down on graft suspects and began
rounding up the political and busi-
ness heavy weights on charge of
corruption.

LEGAL PROCEDURE

Opposing Khaleda's plea for bail,
Assistant Commissioner (prosecu-
tion) Magbul Hossain Khan yester-
day told the court that it is a very
sensitive case and so she should be
confined to jail till the investigation is
completed.

He also petitioned the court to
place Koko ona 10-day remand.

Hearing both the sides,
Magistrate ABM Abdul Fattah
rejected the bail prayer and sent her
to jail. He also placed Koko on a
seven-day remand in police custody.

Khaleda's other son, Tarique
Rahman, who was perceived to be
the most powerful man during the last
BNP government, has already been
detained on graftcharges.

The assistant commissioner
(prosecution) told the court that an
application for bringing the case
under the emergency power rules
has been in process at the home
ministry.

Once the case is brought under
the emergency power rules, Khaleda
will not be entitled to bail, and she will
be ineligible to contest the polls if
found guilty by atrial court.

The same day the investigation
officer of the case submitted a peti-
tion seeking permission to carry outa
search of the cantonment residence.
In response, Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Jalal Ahmed assigned
Metropolitan Magistrate Mohammad
Ashrafuddin to conduct the search.

Earlier, the assistant commis-
sioner (prosecution) placed the case
dockets and read out the charges
brought in the first information report
(FIR) and the forwarding report.

Moving the petitions for bail and
cancellation of the remand prayer,
the counsels for Khaleda and Koko
told the court that the two have been
implicated as part of a conspiracy to
harass them.

GOVTACTIONS AGAINSTHER
On June 12, Khaleda, Tarique
Rahman and 12 other BNP leaders,
who were directors of Daily Dinkal
Limited, were sued for not submitting
service returns of the daily for the
pastseveral years.

Under the Income Tax Ordinance,
1984, the Central Intelligence Cell
(CIC) of the NBR had earlier asked
the banks to provide it along with
bank account information of Khaleda
and 10 of her family members.

Finally on August 29, the NBR
asked all banks to freeze the
accounts of the former prime minis-
ter, her son Koko and nine others of
herfamily.

Sources said the government is
preparing to file a case over
Khaleda's wealth statement submit-
ted to the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC), which has gross
anomalies.

The NBR recently allowed
Khaleda to legalise Tk 1.30 crore
undisclosed money on payment of Tk
33 lakh tax but rejected Tarique and
Koko's bid to legalise Tk 18 lakh and
Tk 1.5 crore respectively by paying a
total tax and fine of Tk 44 lakh.

Earlier, the High Court quashed
two graft cases against Khaleda Zia
filed during the AL regime regarding
decoration of her house and airbus
purchase.

PAST SEVEN MONTHS OF
KHALEDA

Khaleda, who ruled the country for a
maximum period as prime minister
and run the party with an iron fist,
became isolated within the party as
most of the senior BNP leaders
started keeping away from her since
the beginning of the crackdown on
the political bigwigs.

After the declaration of state of
emergency, Khaleda kept running
party activities from Hawa Bhaban,
popularly known as the alternative
powerhouse during the BNP regime,
until slapping of the ban on indoor
politicson March 7.

Next, she was reportedly put
under pressure to leave the country,
but later she changed her mind and
decided to face the situation.

In June, BNP leaders led by
Secretary General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan came up with a set of reform
proposals with a provision to exclude
Khaleda from the helm of the party.

In the face of challenges from
senior party leaders, Khaleda started
holding teleconferences with other
party leaders and activists within the
country and overseas, urging them to
be united against any ‘conspiracy’
against BNP.

Earlier in May, Khaleda cancelled
her Singapore trip for medical check-
up as her younger son Koko was
sued for extortion and was barred to
leave the country.

Most recently, she was not
allowed to visit the grave of late
president Ziaur Rahman on the
occasion of founding anniversary of
BNP on September 1.

KHALEDA'S HEALTH

CONDITION

Khaleda Zia is physically fit now, DIG
(Prison) Maj Shamsul Haider
Siddiqui told a private television
channel yesterday.

He also said that after arriving at
the sub-jail, Khaleda took a cup of tea
and then wentto take rest.

In the sub-jail, she would be
provided with four newspapers to
read and a colour television to watch
Bangladesh Television, the state
owned television channel, the DIG
said.

Replying to another query, he said
that both Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina would receive same facilities
inthe sub-jails.

Says Mainul

FROM PAGE 1

He said the rule of law as well as life
and property of the people will not
be ensured without ensuring hon-
esty and accountability of the politi-
cians through legal process.

"lt's clear to all that they have
been arrested and produced before
the court on graft charges," he said,
adding: "They have been accused
of misusing powers in awarding a Tk
80 crore contract to an indenting
house for container handling at
Kamalapur and Chittagong Inland
Container Depots (ICDs)."

"lt's a breach of trust by an
elected prime minister," said the
adviser.

The adviser said it took time to
file cases against Khaleda and
Hasina as the government's anti-
crime drive is going ahead with an
openmind.

"This is not to make a balance...
ACC filed the cases on the basis of
evidence," he said.

Mainul said the two former prime
ministers have been produced
before the court giving due honour.
"It may be unpleasant, but it (the
arrests) has been done in the inter-
est of the country," he said, adding
that they committed crime against
the country and the people.

"The people in power must have
accountability to the law," the
adviser said, adding that the gov-
ernment is not only to fight corrup-
tion but also to establish the rule of
law.

The adviser said the time has
come to start a new phase on many
issues to make politics comfortable.

Tense hours

FROM PAGE 1
6:30am: Khaleda comes at the
entrance and the forces inform her
that they have come to arrest her
and her younger son Arafat Rahman
Koko. She asks them to wait at the
guardroom.

7:45am: Khaleda and Koko get
into two jeeps and they are driven
away.

7:50am: The joint forces start
searching Khaleda's residence.

8:05am: Khaleda and Koko are
brought to the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court, Dhaka.

8:20am: Court proceedings start.

9:23am: Khaleda delivers her
speech before the court in her
defence.

9:38am: Khaleda's speech ends.

9:42am: Court proceedings end.

9:45am: Koko is taken out of the
court.

9:47am: Khaleda is taken out of
the court and the vehicle carrying
her starts for the sub-jail.

10:10am: Khaleda is taken into
the sub-jail at the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban complex.

Civil society

FROM PAGE 1

"The persons arrested must be
entitled to protection of law," the
former adviser said adding that the
government should see that the trial
process is followed according to law
and the constitution and in a trans-
parentway.

Another former adviser to a
caretaker government, M
Hafizuddin Khan, said "Nobody is
above law, but due legal procedures
and transparency must be followed
inall cases."

A former vice chancellor of
Dhaka University (DU)
Moniruzzaman Mia said it will not be
right to make comment on a matter
thatis sub judice.

"We should now wait for the
judgement. It is only after the pro-
nouncement of judgement that we
can make comment on how con-
vincing the evidence of corruption
was against her," Moniruzzaman
told The Daily Star.

Another former DU vice chancel-
lor, Emajuddin Ahmed, declined to
make any comment on Khaleda's
arrest.

Moments
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As the law enforcers requested her to
let them in, she sounded agitated,
"What for? You have already checked
my house thrice. Why again?"

At around 7:30am, Khaleda finally
stepped out with her son Koko to their
uncertain future. She stilllooked angry.

As she walked to the vehicle, she
almost said in a monologue: "l am very
sad today. Why are you taking away
the Zia family members one after
another? Why don't you just round
them together and send them to the
firingsquad?"

Hours later, as she stepped inside
the lavish Speaker's house-turned-
sub-jail complete with central AC, she
looked to be lost in a different world far
from her palatial luxury. She was
received by the inspector general of
prisons. A little hesitantly, she mut-
tered: "I neverdid any household work.
You know | am suffering from arthritis.
May | have my personal servant to do
my works?"

The jail officials said they would
look into the rules if her request could
be complied with.

Khaleda was then led upstairs to
her bedroom. As the officials left her to
herself, Khaleda gave them a crucify-
ing lastlook.

Bhuiyan, Ashraf
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secretary general of BNP.

LETTER TO ABDUL MANNAN
BHUIYAN

Despite a ban on politics even on
indoor politics amid the state of
emergency, you have been holding
meetings in your Gulshan residence
for some days with the so-called
reformist leaders and have been
expressing many opinions to the
media against the interest of the
party and on the so-called reforms.
You have disclosed to the media
some internal affairs of the party
without any approval from the
council, standing committee, or the
chairperson.

Your actions are a conspiracy to
splitthe party and against the party's
discipline, ideology, constitution,
interest, and policies.

As the party chair, | cannot
remain a silent witness to these
activities. And that is why, to uphold
the discipline, unity, and the interest
of the party, | am removing you from
the post of the secretary general
and expelling you from the party by
cancelling your primary member-
ship following section 5 (Ga) and 8
(Kha) (2) of the party constitution.

This order will be effective imme-
diately.

LETTER TO KHONDOKAR
DELWAR HOSSAIN

I, the signatory of this letter, am
appointing Mr Khandaker Delwar
Hossain as the secretary general of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party by the
authority vested upon me by the
party constitution. He will replace
Mannan Bhuiyan.

| am requesting party leaders
and activists of all levels to cooper-
ate with him.

This appointment will be effec-
tive immediately.

Aman, Tuku
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hearing asked the counsel to submit
the HC order in this regard by
September 6.

On Aug 28, the court sentenced
Aman to jail for evading payment of
income taxon over Tk 1.51 crore.

Another special court adjourned
the hearing of the corruption case
facing former state minister for
power Igbal Hasan Mahmud Tuku
and his family, as their counsel
informed the court that the HC had
stayed the proceedings of the case
following a petition for quashing the
case.

The court asked the counsel to
submit the HC order in this regard
on September 5.

Ctg BNP leader
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Jalal refused to pay.

Jalal filed a case with
Doublemooring Police Station in this
connection on February 19 this year.
Police submitted the charge sheet of
this case on May 14 accusing
Dastagir and Shahjahan. The court
framed the charge on August 05.

The joint forces arrested
Dastagir, also vice-president of
Chittagong Zila Krira Sangstha, on
different charges at his home in
Kadamtali in the city around January
16 noon. He is now behind bars but
his assistant Shahjahan is abscond-
ing. Shahjahan was tried in absen-
tia.

The mandate
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She could have brought an end to
our confrontational politics by
offering a hand of co-operation to
the opposition, which ruling parties
with massive parliamentary
strengths usually do. Instead, from
the very start, she took a tough
policy in dealing with them starting
from physical attack on the opposi-
tion immediately after her election
victory. Terming it as wrath of com-
mon people for AL's
misgovernance, the BNP and its
allies turned a blind eye to, if not
directly participated in assaults of
thousands of AL activists in several
districts.

Subsequent repression on rallies
by the opposition, denying them
their due participation inside the
Jatiya Sangsad and never giving
any importance to them in formulat-
ing policies resulted in the erosion of
the moral strength that such a huge
mandate usually carries.

Instead of her unprecedented
strength leading to farsighted,
conciliatory fence-mending attitude,
she became imperial in personal
style, arrogant in political behaviour
and condescending in dealing with
important members of her own
party. She attributed her party's
sweeping victory to her son Tarique
Rahman's election management,
and as such, she felt ready to bring
him directly into the power structure
both of the party and of the govern-
ment.

The proof of this is the growth of
the Hawa Bhaban, which truly and
practically became the second
centre of power after the PMO. In
fact, in some instances the Bhaban
was more effective than the PMO
itself as functionaries often felt that
getting the son's support was more
useful than the mother's as the
latter's consent could be taken for
guaranteed if the former's was
already there.

In our view, the seed of destruc-
tion of Khaleda Zia's government
was sown almost immediately after
her election victory. That seed was
the size of the new government.
Initially it was supposed to be small,
say of round 35 to 40 members. But
about 48 hours before oath-taking
the word came out that the cabinet
would be nearly of 60 members, the
highest ever in Bangladesh, and
bigger than most governments in
the world.

This was Tarique Rahman's first
major foray into governance. He
insisted on appointing his loyalists
as deputy or state ministers virtually
in every ministry. So we had a dual
government where the cabinet
ministers were reporting to the PM
while their deputies to Tarique
Rahman.

Over time, as more and more
cabinet ministers found out that they
were being either overridden in
decision making, or totally ignored,
they realised where the real gover-
nance emanated from and either
started visiting Hawa Bhaban or
became inactive.

In fact only a few ministers like
Saifur Rahman, Mannan Bhuiyan,
Khandakar Mosharraf wielded
some power. Others literally
became ciphers. The duality in
government brought about by the
rise of the Hawa Bhaban, which
Khaleda Zia permitted or at least did
nothing to stop, made it impossible
for the government to function and
as such destroyediit.

As loyalty to the Bhaban resulted
in lucrative postings, extensions of
job tenure and enhanced stature
within the administration, the
bureaucracy became totally politi-
cised, followed by other branches of
the government, especially the
police and its branches.

While the Hawa Bhaban
destroyed the government, another
action by Khaleda Zia destroyed the
BNP itself. That was the unceremo-
nious removal of Dr Badruddoza
Chowdhury from the position of the
Head of State. The founding secre-
tary general of the BNP, one of the
earliest comrades of its founder
Gen. Ziaur Rahman, (years before
Khaleda Zia entered into politics)
and one of its most revered leaders,
Dr Chowdhury was made the
President after the 2001 election.

Within seven months of assum-
ing the Presidency he fell out of
grace (why we still don't know, and
in her arrogance she never both-
ered to give any explanation to
parliament or to the public) and was
forced to resign in a most humiliat-
ing manner. This was done without
the slightest consideration to either

the dignity of his office (after all it
was the highest constitutional post)
or respect for the contribution he
made in making BNP one of the two
largest parties in the country.

The humiliation did not end
there. When the venerable doctor
wanted to float his own party, BNP
goons beat him up and the factories
and residences of several of his
main supporters were set on fire. So
much for respect for rule of law. With
the firing and humiliation of Dr
Chowdhury it became evident, if
evidence was at all necessary, that
the BNP from now on would mean
only Khaleda Zia and Tarique
Rahman, and that party loyalty
would be defined as total, unques-
tioned and blind support for the Zia
family.

The mother and the son's writ
would be party law and the slightest
trace of dissent would result in the
swift dismissal from the party. So
the ouster of Dr Chowdhury trans-
formed the BNP from a party with
whatever little semblance of collec-
tive decision making to one of total
centralised power to be run on
personal whims and caprice of first
the mother, Khaleda Zia, and later
the son, Tarique Rahman.

As we had said earlier, the Hawa
Bhaban destroyed the government
and Dr Chowdhury's dismissal
destroyed the party. Both these
events occurred within seven
months of Khaleda Zia's second
term. From then on it was a one-way
slide downwards, presided over by
the leader who got such a huge
parliamentary majority and who
really had a chance to change
Bangladesh as we know it and who,
with a little bit of modesty and
capacity for introspection and self
criticism, could have done it.

We are deliberately not bring on
the issues of corruption under
Khaleda Zia's tenure as she has
been accused of it and the matter
should be decided in court.
However, it must be mentioned that
evidence of graft was all around.
While we continued to be termed as
the most corrupt country in the
world, our elected government
preferred to do nothing to stem it
except blaming those who were
saying so.

It is amazing how little concern
was expressed for the issue of
corruption and how little was done to
investigate the thousands of corrup-
tion stories that the media relent-
lessly published. Instead of finding
out the culprits, it was the media that
were accused of deliberately
maligning the image of the country.
Whether or not Khaleda Zia was
personally corrupt the courts will
decide. But the fact that she toler-
ated it and did absolutely nothing to
either fight corruption or even to
raise it as a matter of concern, are
now a matter of record.

Now that Khaleda Zia is in cus-
tody we will insist that she be given
all the protection of law and rights
guaranteed by the constitution,
especially since she has been twice
our elected prime minister. Yet
today we cannot but feel deeply
sorry for the magnificent opportunity
she wasted. Instead of giving us a
Bangladesh of unity and growth she
left us in a mire worse than the one
when she came to power.

Criminal cases
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poursabha of Bhola district), Md
Azaduddin Chowdhury (Ramgati
pourasabha of Laxmipur), Kazi
Fariduzzaman Tipu (Baufal
pourasabha of Patuakhali district),
Sajjad Karim Montu

Miah (Moksudpur pourasabha of
Gopalganj district), Haji Didar
Pasha(Melandah pourasabha of
Jamalpur district), Md Belayet
Hossain (Ramgarh pourasabha of
Khagrachhari district), Akkas Ali
(Bagha pourasabha of Rajshahi)
and Md Sydur Rahman (Durgapur
poursabha).

'‘Besides, chairman of Dhamrai
pourasabha under Dhaka district
Dewan Nazimuddin Manju has
been removed," said an official
announcement yesterday.

Earlier, 12 pourasabha chair-
men, 19 union parishad (UP) chair-
men and 11 members were
removed or suspended on charges
of corruption, money embezzle-
ment, abuse of power, repression
on women, going abroad illegally,
remaining absent from meeting for
more than three days and for being
accused in criminal cases.

It's a conspiracy
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"We have been working for sover-
eignty of the country. As long as
BNP exists, it will resist anyone who
threatens our sovereignty, " she said
without explaining if there is any
such threat.

"l am not influenced by anybody,
not even by my sons, as | love my
country and its people. A conspiracy
was made to oust me along with my
family from the country. But still | am
here and | will continue to live in the
country," Khaleda added.

Speaking for about 15 minutes in
the court, the former premier said, "l
stood by people of the country in all
situations including natural calami-
ties like flood, cyclone and earth-
quake. But this time | was not
allowed to stand by the flood
affected people.”

She also narrated how BNP
came into being, its activities and
‘conspiracy' against the party since
its founding.

"Ziaur Rahman (late president
and founder of BNP) announced the
independence of the country,
directly participated in the Liberation
War, made the country independent
and always worked for its develop-
ment. He introduced the concept of
(Bangladeshi) nationalism and the

people unitedly rallied round him
under the banner of this national-
ism. Thus he saved the country from
terrorism, disorder and chaos and
hastened its development,”
Khaleda said.

She said conspirators were
active even at that time, plotted
plans and killed Zia. Many people
then thought the party (BNP) would
notsurvive.

Turning to her taking over as
party chief she said, she was unwill-
ing to get involved in politics but the
people brought her to politics. And
she never betrayed them and
always fought for their cause.
Repeated terms of house arrest
could not make her backtrack from
her mission.

"Now, neither | nor my sons have
any craving for money as we are
bestowed with the love of people,"
Khaleda said.

Pleading the court to exempt her
and her son Arafat from the 'false'
case, she said, "We will tell the
nation that we are innocent and we
will remain with them."

Claiming themselves innocent
Khaleda also appealed to the peo-
ple to pray for them.

BNP won'’t
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party as secretary general for the
last 11 years but never felt the
necessity of reforms, he added.

Delwar also said a legal battle to
free the BNP chief has already
started and will continue. Other
programmes would be announced
after consultation with the party
leaders.

"Khaleda Zia would remain
chairperson of BNP despite her
captivity as the party constitution
has no provision for acting chair-
man," he said in reply to a question.

Asked if BNP is facing a split with
the change in leadership, Delwar
said it would not be proper to bring
about a split in the party on the
question of reforms.

Demanding immediate release
of the party chairperson, Delwar
said, “Khaleda's release is now our
prime responsibility...Reforms
could be implemented in the normal
process lateron."

On the case filed against
Khaleda, he said, “It is a conspirato-
rial case.”

Delwar, also a member of the
BNP standing committee, urged
party leaders and workers to remain
united and strengthen the party to
ensure release of Khaleda.

He also sought cooperation from
all so that democracy could be re-
established soon.

Echoing his views, Brig Gen
(retd) Hannan Shah, adviser to the
BNP chairperson, at a press briefing
at his Mohakhali residence said the
party will not take part in any dia-
logue (with EC) nor hold its council if
the chairperson is not released.

He had earlier told reporters that
BNP will not participate in any
election without Khaleda Zia.

"Wait... An announcement will
come from Khaleda Zia through her
lawyers within 72 hours, which will
dispel any confusion," Hannan said
when asked who will lead the party
as it chiefin the absence of Khaleda.

On the expulsion of Mannan
Bhuiyan and Ashraf Hossain, he
said Khaleda Zia expelled them as
per the party constitution. He ruled
out any break-up in the party due to
their expulsion.

Delwar and Hannan also held a
secret meeting with party leaders
and lawyers. They have finalised a
3-point programme, sources said.

According to the programme,
Delwar along with other party lead-
ers will place floral wreaths at the
grave of president Ziaur Rahman,
and the party will try to free its chief
as soon as possible with the help of
renowned lawyers of the country.

Ensure
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arrest of Khaleda Zia and her younger
son Arafat Rahman, a spokesperson for
the Embassy said, “The US embassy in
Dhaka is aware that former premier
KhaledaZiahasbeenarrested.”

“Allindividuals should be treated fairly
and receive full range of their legal and
constitutional rights. It is also incumbent
upon the government to prove its case in
acourtoflaw.”

“The embassy is following all cases to
seeifthey meetinternational standards of
due process,”the spokespersonadded.

The British high commission yester-
day also called upon the caretaker
govemnmenttoensure thatdue processis
followed in dealing with Khaleda Zia,
arrested in connection with a corruption
case.

“We are aware that former Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia has been arrested,”
a spokesperson for the high commission
saidinapromptreaction.

“We call upon the caretaker govem-
ment to ensure that due process is
followed and the rule of law upheld,” the
spokespersonadded.

Meanwhile, Indiaalso came outwitha
guarded response to the arrest of former
PM Khaleda Zia, saying it favoured
pursuance of "due process of law and
respect for individual rights" in that coun-
try.

"We have seen reports to this effect
(arrest of Zia). We would hope that the
people of Bangladesh will be enabled to
choose their representatives in afree, fair
anddemocratic process," External Affairs
Ministry spokesman Navtej Sama said in
New Delhiyesterday.

"In our view, the early and full restora-
tion of democracy, due process of law
and respect for individual rights wil
contribute to the evolution of a stable,
democratic and prosperous
Bangladesh," he said.

Hasina
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former energy secretary Dr Toufig-e-
Elahi Chowdhury, former Power
Development Board (PDB) chair-
man Noor Uddin Mahmud Kamal,
Managing Director of Summit
Industries and Mercantile
Corporation Private Ltd Aziz Khan, its
Director Farid Khan, United Group
Chairman Hasan Mahmud Raja and
its Director Abul Kalam Azad.

The watchdog's Deputy Director
Sabbir Hasan lodged the case with
Tejgaon Police Station on Sunday
afternoon, accusing Hasina and the
six of helping M/s Wartsila Power
Development Ltd Consortium and its
local partners -- Summit Group and
United Group -- win a deal on setting
up three 100 megawatt barge-mount
power plants in Haripur, Shikalbaha
andKhulana.

He complained that the power-
plant contracts were ensured for the
two companies by wielding clout
following mutual understanding
among the individuals involved,
depriving the lowest bidder.

The case statement said Hasina,
then the prime minister, pocketed
kickbacks from the two power com-
panies since October 24, 1996 fill
November 24, 1997 in exchange for
the fix.

The AL chief was arrested on July
16 this year in connection witha Tk 3
crore extortion case filed by Azam J
Chowdhury, Managing Director of
Eastcoast Private Trading Ltd, also a
power company.

Delwar at the helm
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the NAPin 1957.

Controversy, however, trailed
him for his reported abuse of office
for personal financial benefits after
his party came to powerin 2001.

Delwar reportedly carted away a
large amount of foodstuff for his
family from the parliament cafeteria,
which was paid for by the parliament
secretariat.

The Daily Prothom Alo published
a report earlier this year that the
former chief whip also spent a half of
Tk 27 lakh in entertainment allow-
ance on himself, while the money
was allocated for all the whips for
fiscal year 2004-05.

Last year he sued the editor,
publisher and two other newsmen of
the daily for running 'defamatory’
news against him. The court, how-
ever, cleared them of the charges.

Dozens of cases were filed
against his two sons -- Akhtar Hamid
Paban and Abdul Hamid Dablu -- for

criminal acts ranging from
carhijacking, extortion and murder
attempts during the alliance govern-
ment.

Paban was arrested on June 7
last year with a stolen Toyota car. He
was arrested on February 27 in
2005 for attempting to murder a
phone-fax businessman he tried to
extort. Eight cases are still pending
against him on various charges.

Dablu, on the other hand, is
facing five to six cases on different
charges, including extortion.

Ex-MP
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sheet to first class magistrate
Nazmun Nahar against the former
BNP lawmaker, his cousin and local
BNP leader Abdullah Al Mamun and
UP chairman Ali Ur Rahman.

Jainal Abedin Farukh is behind
bars while the other accused are on
therun.

Over 120
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in separate fighting further north,
in the Arghandab district, which
adjoins Kandahar, Sageb said.

The clash appeared to be the
same as one reported by the
coalition, which said half-a-
dozen insurgents were Kkilled
when troops responded to an
ambush.

The various international and
Afghan security forces involved
in the effort to defeat Taliban
insurgents and their Islamist
allies frequently issue different
death tolls.

Many of the incidents take
place in remote areas where it is
impossible to independently
verify the different numbers.

The Taliban first took
Kandahar in their sweep to power
in 1996 with the help of elements
in Pakistan who are said to be
aiding the insurgency against the
new administration.

They were driven from gov-
ernment in late 2001 by the coali-
tion, which is still tracking Taliban
fighters and their allies in al-
Qaeda.

Authorities inside Kandahar
city said Sunday they had
detained four Pakistanis on
suspicion of helping insurgents

Taliban

build bombs.

"On a tip-off we captured four
Pakistanis who are experts in
making suicide-bombing vests
and remote-controlled bombs,"
intelligence official Abdul
Qayoum Katawazi told AFP.

He would not provide further
details, citing an ongoing investi-
gation.

Roadside bombs and Irag-
style suicide explosions have
become key tactics for the
rebels, who have intensified their
attacks as part of a bloody insur-
gency they are waging against
the governmentin Kabul.

Hundreds of civilians have
been caughtup in the violence.

Police said Sunday four
Afghan civilians were killed and
five wounded in a US-led force
air raid that pounded Taliban
insurgents in mountainous east-
ern Afghanistan on Friday.

The US-led coalition con-
firmed the military had dropped a
precision-guided bomb on mili-
tants who had fired mortars on an
outpost in the same area and at
the same time.

It said it had reports of non-
combatant casualties but they
could not be verified.

Bush makes surprise
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Secretary Robert Gates and top
military commanders at the desert
airbase of Al-Asad in the restive Anbar
province west of Baghdad.

"This is the last big gathering of the
president's military advisors and the
Iraqi leadership before the president
decides on the way forward," said
Geoff Morrell, a Pentagon spokesman
travelling with Gates.

"This is very much a decisional
meeting. This meeting will put him
much closer to a decision if he hasn't
made one yet," he said.

The departure of most of the
remaining 500-member British force
from the palace left the nation's sec-
ond largest city without any multina-
tional presence for the first time since
the US-led invasion of 2003.

"We told those (militias) who were
fighting the British troops that the Iraqi
forces are now in the palaces," Lt Gen
Mohan al-Fireji, the Iragi commander
in the area. He said the last of the
British force leftabout4:30 am.

British vehicles rumbled out of the
gates of the sprawling compound after
dark Sunday headed for the Basra
international airport, about 12 miles
away. ltis Britain's last remaining base
insouthernlraq.

US officials have raised concerns
about the prospect of British troops
leaving the city, which has seen rival
armed militia groups, some linked to

3 murdered
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Shahinurtwo years ago.

They often quarrelled over
Sadia and last night also they
quarrelled, he added.

Police sent the body to Sir

Salimullah Medical College
morgue for autopsy.
Liakat Ali, sub-inspector of

Hazaribagh Police Station, told
The Daily Star that they recovered
Shahinur's blood stained clothes
from the bathroom.

In another incident, Shahbagh
police recovered the body of
Guddu lying on the road near
Palashi area in the early hours and
rushed it to Dhaka Medical College
and Hospital where the on-duty
doctors declared him dead.

Family members said Guddu
had told them over phone that he
was returning home at Gulshan
after finishing his work at his fash-
ion designing shop at Purana
Paltan at around 11:00pm on
Sunday night. But he did not return.

Morgue sources said Guddu
was strangled.

Meanwhile, a group of four to
five armed criminals opened fired
at Humayun Medical Hall at Nama
Shyampur indiscriminately at
around 9:00pm on Sunday and left
three people Humayun Kabir, shop
owner, Bellal Hossain, 11,
employee of the shop, and
Mozammel Haque, 35, a represen-
tative of a pharmaceutical com-
pany, injured.

They were rushed to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital
where the on-duty doctors
declared Humayun dead.

Locals said some criminals
have been demanding toll from the
owner of the drug store for the last
couple of days.

Iran, battling for control.

The city controls a key land supply
line from Kuwait to Baghdad and
farther north, and is also near impor-
tantoil fields.

In London, Prime Minister Gordon
Brown disputed claims that the rede-
ployment marks a British "defeat" and
said the move to the airport had been
planned and organised.

"Letme make this very clear. This is
apre-planned, and this is an organised
move from Basra Palace to Basra Air
Station," he told BBC Radio 4.

The Basra palace had come under
near daily rocket and mortar fire from
Shia militias until the British released
about 30 gunmen a few months ago
and spread the word that they would
soonleave.

Over the past years, Britain's ability
to control events in Basra waned as
the militias rose in power.

People on the streets of Basra
cheered the departure of the British.

"We reject any strangers and they
are colonialists," resident Rudha
Muter told Associated Press Television
News. "We are pleased that the Iraqgi
army are now taking over the situation.
We as an Iraqi people reject occupa-
tion. We reject colonialism. We want
our freedom.”

Another resident, Khazaal al-Nisiri,
said he was confident the Iragi army
would be able to provide enough
security without the British presence.

"We have recently seen intensive
deployment for Iraqi security troops
thisindicates that the Iraqitroops are in
full control of the situation," he told AP
Television. "So the British troops
pullout won't cause a vacuum in the
area our security troops are carrying
outtheirduty well.”

Govt lifts
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RU VC Altaf Hossain said situations
on the Dhaka and Rajshahi cam-
puses is different from other public
universities and for this reason the
syndicates of both the universities
would have to take decisions con-
sidering many issues.

Education Secretary M
Mamtazul Islam and Additional
Secretary Abdul Awal Mujumdar
were presentin the meeting.

Meanwhile, the Duta yesterday
urged the university authorities to
take proper steps to remove "sense
of insecurity" feelings prevailing
among the teachers and the stu-
dents, and restore normalcy on the
campus.

A Duta delegation made the
request when they met the vice
chancellor.

The delegation members
included Duta Vice President
Tajmeri S Islam, Joint Secretary
Mamun Ahmed and executive
members AAMS Arefin Siddique,
Sadeka Halim, Shajahan Miah and
Sukumar Barua.

Arefin Siddique said they have
urged the university authorities to
contact the government to ensure
that the teachers and students are
not harassed anymore.
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