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Martyn joins
rebel league

CRICINFO, undated

Damien Martyn, the former
Australia batsman, has signed for the
breakaway Indian Cricket League,
according to Australia's Daily
Telegraph newspaper on Sunday.

Martyn, who retired from cricket
midway through the Ashes series last
December, has been linked to the ICL
for two weeks but his manager initially
said that the league was "not for him".
However, an agreement was struck
on Friday between the ICL bosses
and Martyn who, the newspaper
claims, is excited about playing
alongside Brian Larawho was the first
international to sign up with the
league.

"It's a chance just too good to
miss," he told the Daily Telegraph. "It's
a chance also to play in a team cap-
tained by Warnie."

Neither Shane Warne or Glenn
McGrath -- who, like Martyn, have
retired from international cricket --
have fully nailed their colours to ICL's
mast, though rumours continue to fly
that both will sign up in the nearfuture.

Martyn shocked Australia last
December when he retired from all
forms of cricket in the middle of the
Ashes. After four weeks of silence, he
finally revealed his reasoning behind
his departure and said he had "never
been comfortable with the whole
celebrity stuff that comes with the
game, | found (it) hard to deal with,"
while adding that he can "now go and
live lifeand enjoyit".

He insisted, however, that the ICL
would have minimal impact on his
personallife.

"It's only six weeks each sum-
mer," he said, "which wouldn't have
the same burdens of playing for
long periods of time away from
home."

Ramgarh into
semis in style

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagracchari

Four goals from Sujon and Saiful's
hattrick was enough to put Ramgarh
to the semifinals of the DC Gold Cup
Football competition after they
thrashed Laxmichhari 8-0 at the
Khagrachhari Stadium here yester-
day.

With five goals in the first-half
and three more in the second,
Ramagar joined hosts Khagrachhari,
Dighinala and Manikchhari in the
last four.

Sujon completed his hattrick in
the first 45 minutes, but Saiful, who
also hit three, finished off the scor-
ing in the final minute of the match.

Stars blitz
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Adviser's relief fund.

All earnings plus some individual
donations will be handed over to the
Chief Adviser by the organisers
today.

The men and women, who live in
the world of deception, however,
would be happier as they kept their
promise of winning their match by
'hook or crook'. The movie celebri-
ties defeated an unimpressive
veteran footballers' team 3-0 with
Manna, Amin Khan and an unidenti-
fied star scoring all three goals with
their hands.

The new generation: Shabnur,
Poppy, Mousumi, Poornima, Jona,
Nodi, Ferdous, Shakib, Amin,
Alexander Bo; a few older ones:
Subrata, Manna, Ali Raj, Rubel,
Amit Hassan, Omar Sunny, Bappa
Raj; 'infamous’ villains: Nisha, Miju,
Kabila; and veterans like Anis and
Notun were there.

Butthere was no one like the king
himself: Razzak.

The living legend, despite under-
going a gall bladder surgery last
Monday, showed true spirit by
attending the razzmatazz. Clad in
red shirt, jeans and a stylish pan-
ama hat, the former goalkeeper of
the 'film star' team glowed as usual.

The night was rounded off with a
cultural show.

Murcia move
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box, who volleyed into the left-hand
corner of the Zaragoza net.

The equaliser came when
Ricardo Oliveira was on hand to slot
home his second goal for Zaragoza
in two games since his summer
arrival fromAC Milan.

Real Murcia moved provisionally
top of the Primera Liga following a
creditable goalless draw away to
Levante.

In what turned out to be a low
quality match for the crowd of just
over 12,000 spectators, the home
side dominated but created little of
note as Murcia defended resolutely.

Liverpool
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Liverpool by giving the Hammers a
sixth minute lead and then teed up
Matthew Etherington for their sec-
ond, four minutes after the restart.
Etherington completed the win with
his second of the afternoon, in the
final minute.

A frustrating afternoon for
Reading was summed up when
Ireland striker Kevin Doyle had a
penalty saved by Robert Green.

First-half goals from David
Wheater and Stewart Downing saw
Middlesbrough ease to a comfort-
able win over Birmingham.

Lagat runs into history

ISl Athletics

AFP, Osaka

Bernard Lagat Sunday made
history by becoming the first man to
win both the 5,000m and 1,500m
world titles, as Jeremy Wariner and
Allyson Felix added more gold to
their bulging collections.

Kenyan-born Lagat, who gained
US citizenship two years ago but
only recently became eligible to
compete for them after a mandatory
wait under international rules,
muscled his way past Kenya's Eliud
Kipchoge to win on the line.

The 32-year-old, who won the
Olympic bronze in 2000 and the
silver in 2004 for Kenya, charged at
the bell to clock a time of 13 minutes
45.87 seconds.

Uganda's Moses Ndiema
Kipsiro placed third.

While no one has achieved the
rare 5,000-1,500m feat at the
worlds before two men have done
so at the Olympics -- Paavo Nurmi
in 1924 and Morrocan great
Hicham El Guerroujin 2004.

"The double means a lot to me,"
said Lagat, and credited EI
Guerrouj for inspiration.

"The story | was following was
the one by Hicham EI Guerrouji in
Athens. | wanted to do the same
because he inspired me. He is a
wonderful man and friend."

The championships ended with
the United States topping the medal
table with 14 gold, ahead of Kenya
on five and Russia on four, but the

final day was marred by an "abnor-
mal" doping test.

World athletics chief Lamine
Diack would not reveal the name,
nationality or the discipline of the
athlete involved while the testing
procedure is still ongoing.

Kenyan Alfred Yego claimed his
country's first 800m title since 1993
when he stormed to the finish in 1
minute 47.09 seconds ahead of
Canada's Gary Reed and Russia's
Yuriy Borzakovskiy.

"l can't believe I'm the one who
won it," said 20-year-old Yego.

"At 600m, | felt so relaxed that |
felt | could win. So | unleashed my
last kick with 100m to go, but | was
not sure | actually won the gold by
the time | crossed the line."

Ethiopian-born Maryam Yusuf
Jamal, now running for Bahrain,
clinched the women's 1,500m
world title in a time of 3 minutes
58.75 seconds ahead of Russia's
Yelena Soboleva and Ukraine's
Iryna Lishchynska.

Jamal was literally bundled out
of a medal at the last world champi-
onships when a nudge sent her
reeling with 250 metres to go, and
she was ecstatic at making up for
that disappointment.

"This makes up for Helsinki,
where | was in good shape but | was
pushed," she said. "I'm certain that
if that hadn't happened, even if |
didn't win, | would have medalled
then."

Wariner capped his champion-
ships with a second gold by anchor-
ing the American 4x400m relay
team, which also boasted 400m
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American Bernard Lagat celebrates after winning the men's 5000m gold at the 11th IAAF World Athletics
Championships in Osakayesterday.

silver medalist LaShawn Merritt
and bronze winner Angelo Taylor, to
victory in 2 minutes 55.56 seconds.

"The others guys put it right
before me and | just got it home
strong," said the modest 23-year-
old.

America's women, with 200m
champion Felix running the second
leg, matched the exploits of the
men, lifting the title in 3 minutes
18.55 seconds.

Croatia's Blanka Vlasic has
been without peer this year and she
made that plain in winning the high
jump, clearing 2.05 metres.

Russia's Anna Chicherova was
second with a personal best 2.03
and ltaly's Antonietta Di Martino
was third.

The 23-year-old has now won 12
of her 13 competitions outdoors this
year.

Finland's Tero Pitkamaki
claimed the men's javelin gold with
a throw of 90.33 metres, beating
Norway's Andreas Thorkildsen into
silver and American Breaux Greer
into bronze.

Earlier, Kenya's Catherine
Ndereba, 35, won what she called
the toughest race of her career to
claim the women's marathon title.

She held off China's world
number one Zhou Chunxiu for her
second world crown following her
triumph in 2003, finishing in two
hours thirty minutes.

"l guess it was the toughest
marathon of my career. It was so
hot," said the deeply religious
Ndereba.

India pile
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dropped the catch.

The 'Little Master', Yorkshire's
first overseas player, completed a
46-ball fifty with his eighth boundary,
driving Broad over mid-wicket and
next ball striking him down the
ground for four.

Ganguly struck the first six of the
innings, lofting Collingwood high
overlong-on.

But Tendulkar, still without a Test
or ODI hundred this tour, was
caught behind, driving, by Prior -
standing-up - off Lewis to end a 59-
ballinnings featuring 13 fours.

Ganguly's completed his fifty in
67 balls before hoisting Lewis high
over mid-wicket for his second six.

But going for another huge shot,
Ganguly holed out off left-arm
spinner Monty Panesar's fifth ball,
caught by Alastair Cook running
round on the mid-wicket boundary.

Gambhir was nearly out for 19
when he got a leading edge against
Collingwood only for Kevin

up 324

Bopara, who together with Broad
guided England to victory on
Thursday, was taken to hospital for
X-rays and his over was completed
by part-time off-spinner Pietersen.

Lewis playing his first one-day
international since January after
fast bowler Chris Tremlett, who had
been in line to replace Flintoff, was
ruled out with soreness in his right
foot, was hit for six by Yuvraj with 63
runs coming off his 10 overs.

Yuvraj though exited when he
lofted Collingwood to James
Anderson atlong-on.

India, after a rain break halted
their innings with three overs to
spare, saw Broad conceded 19 runs
in the first over after the resumption
with India captain Rahul Dravid
going down on one knee to carve
him for six.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the India innings in
the fifth one-day international
against England at Headingley on

Dhoni ¢ Prior b Anderson 24
Dravid run out 24
Karthik not out 2
Zaheer Khan not out 4
Extras: (b-2, Ib-3, w-12) 17

Total: (For6 wkts in 50 overs) 324
Fall of wickets: 1-116, 2-150, 3-244,
4-266, 5-311,6-318.

Did not bat: Agarkar, Powar,
Chawla.

Bowler O M R W
Anderson 10 1 60 1
Lewis 10 1 63 1
Broad 10 0 84 1
Collingwood 10 1 48 1
Panesar 8 0 50 1
Bopara 1.1 0 7 0
Pietersen 0.5 0 7 0

ENGLAND: Alastair Cook, Matt
Prior, lan Bell, Kevin Pietersen,
Paul Collingwood, Owais Shah,
Ravi Bopara, Stuart Broad, Jon
Lewis, James Anderson, Monty
Panesar.

; i Sunday: Toss: England
gitgﬁfﬁe’ Jdving forward at cover,  pja Umpires: Aleem Dar (PAK), Nigel
; . : Ganguly c Cook b Panesar 59 Llong (ENG)
He was given a second reprieve, Tendulkar ¢ Prior b Lewi 71 g(E
on 40, when medium-pacer Bopara Gen ghiarc tr)lgrB e\éws 51 TV umpire: lan Gould (ENG)
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chance off the first ball of his second uvraj Singh cAnderson Mahanama (SRI)
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Hall does the
inevitable

AFP, Johannesburg

Andrew Hall, the leading South
African wicket-taker at the World
Cup this year, has joined the rebel
Indian Cricket League (ICL).

Hall snatched 14 wickets at the
World Cup in the West Indies,
including five in the victory over
England that clinched a semi-finals
slot for the 'Proteas’.

But despite fulfilling a number of
important national team roles,
including wicketkeeper, opening
batsmen and "death" bowler,
Johannesburg-based Hall never
established a permanent place.

Hall represented his country in
21 Tests and 88 one-day interna-
tionals and the Johannesburg Star
said he opted for India after failing to
make the squad for the inaugural
World Twenty20 championship in
South Africa this month.

Ironically, an image of Hall is
among those placed on billboards
nationwide to publicise an event that
has captured the imagination of
South Africans with many fixtures
sold out.

Former South Africa players
Lance Klusener and Nicky Boje
have joined the ICL Twenty20
competition scheduled to start in
India next month with Brian Lara of
the West Indies and Inzamam ul-
Haq of Pakistan the 'big catches'.

Sharapova
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Grand Slam titles, while Isner has
played in three Grand Slam
matches, all this week.

And then, nearly as quickly as
Sharapova came unraveled,
Federer came together.
Remarkably, he did not make an
unforced error -- not a single one! --
during a 105-point stretch that
included the entire second and third
sets in his 6-7 (4), 6-2, 6-4, 6-2
victory.

Federer even conjured up a lob
that curled over the second-tallest
man on tour and landed in a corner.

He set up a fourth-round meeting
against Feliciano Lopez, who ended
the run of 18-year-old Donald Young
of the United States by winning in
four sets. The Federer-Lopez win-
ner will take on the winner of No. 5
Andy Roddick vs. No. 9 Tomas
Berdych in the quarterfinals.

One minor upset came when No.
19 Andy Murray lost to 43rd-ranked
Lee Hyung-taik 6-3, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5.
Lee, inthe U.S. Open's fourth round
for the first time since 2000, will
meet No. 4 Nikolay Davydenko, who
defeated No. 28 Nicolas Almagro.

Roddick, the 2003 U.S. Open
champion and runner-up to Federer
last year, zoomed 19 aces and
zipped past 2002 Australian Open
champion Thomas Johansson 6-3,
6-2, 6-0, then explained to the
crowd, with a wink and a smile, why
hewasinahurry.

He's spoken about being
pleased to see other U.S. men
making strong showings, taking
some of the attention away. His
Davis Cup teammate, No. 6 James
Blake, beat Stefan Koubek 6-4, 3-6,
7-6 (5), 6-1 in a match that finished
after 1 a.m. Sunday, but Young and
Isner couldn'tkeep pace.

"The difference between that
pressure and the pressure | have,"
Roddick explained, "is they lose and
it's OK, you know?"

His next opponent, Berdych, is
best known for upsetting Federer at
the 2004 Olympics, and advanced
Saturday with a 7-6 (2), 6-1, 7-6 (3)
win over Fernando Verdasco.

Now Radwanska has her break-
out moment, and she did it despite
looking quite bad in the middle of the
match.

Sharapova always appeared
bothered by one thing or another.
She started the match without a
visor, then added one. She tried to
wait out wind gusts before serving,
then would catch her toss anyway.

Sharapova insisted afterward
that didn't rattle her -- "l usually don't
think about where my opponent's
standing," she sniffed -- yet three
were all of those double-faults.

Arsenal turn
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The Dutch striker took full advan-
tage. He clipped the ball round
David James and when the
Portsmouth goalkeeper's slide sent
him sprawling a penalty was the
inevitable result.

Van Persie had missed his last
penalty against Manchester City
and he handed the spot-kick duties
toAdebayor.

It was the right decision.
Adebayor stepped up and languidly
sent James the wrong way to claim
his first goal of the season.

The second goal came after
Gilberto Silva flicked on Rosicky's
set-piece and the ball struck
Fabregas high on his arm before
falling kindly for him to drive past
James from close range.

And even after Phillipe Senderos
was sent off on 49 minutes, the
Gunners added to their lead with
Rosicky driving past James via a
deflection in the 59th minute.

Portsmouth reduced the deficitin
bizarre fashion a minute later when
Kanu met John Utaka's cross and
somehow diverted the ball past
Manuel Almunia even though he
totally mistimed his shot.

PHOTO: STAR
New chief selector Rafiqul Alam (R) hands over a bouquet of flowers to his predecessor Faruque Ahmed during a
farewell ceremony at the board's management office in Gulshan yesterday.

Uganda stun Kenya

Lz TP

Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Uganda stunned hosts Kenya to
claim a thrilling two-wicket win in the
third match of the Twenty20
Quadrangular tournament at
Nairobi.

Chasing 133 to win, Uganda got
off to a poor start when Roger
Mukasa was bowled by Thomas
Odoyo off the second ball of the
innings. But wicketkeeper
Lawrence Sematimba's counterat-
tacking 42 laid the platform for their
victory. He pulled Odoyo over deep
square leg before turning his atten-
tion to Lameck Onyango, who he
whipped for 16 runs in the fifth over,
including a six over deep midwicket.

Joel Olwenyi, who came in after
the other opener, Arthur Kyobe, was
dismissed for two, slogged Jimmy
Kamande over long-on, but
Sematimba fell against the run of
play when he mis-timed a sweep to
be trapped Ibw in the same over.
Olwenyi hit Hiren Varaiya for two
straight boundaries in the next over
before getting out for 24.

Kamande leaked 14 runs from
his third over as Raymond Otim
went on the offensive. It didn't help
Kenya's cause when Otim was
dropped by Varaiya when he was on
two for he launched Kamande for a
six over long-on off the next ball.
Uganda were then comfortably
poised, needing 24 off 24 balls.

But Otim was caught by Rajesh
Budhia when going for yet another
six off Odoyo's bowling. Steve
Tikolo removed Jeremy
Kibukamusoke and Emmanuel
Isaneez in the 18th over as the
match headed towards a thrilling

finish.

Nandi Patel swung the match in
Uganda's favour when he hit a four
and a six in the 19th over bowled by
Ongondo. It was sealed when Davis
Arinaithe lofted Odoyo over long-off
for a single on the penultimate ball of
the match.

Earlier, Kenya, riding on a 58-run
stand for the fourth wicket between
Tikolo and Odoyo, scored 132, after
being putin by Olwenyi.

Uganda managed to stifle the
runs -- 28 balls went without a
boundary -- before Collins Obuya
sent an Isaneez delivery over the
deep midwicket boundary. Tikolo
then took centre stage after Obuya
holed out to Kibukamusoke, striking
Olwenyi to the cover boundary
before bring up his half century with
a slog sweep over deep square leg.
Odoyo joined in the assault with
consecutive fours in Arinaitewe's
last over. The Tikolo-Odoyo com-
bine soon crossed the 50-run mark.

But Kenya could not accelerate
as three wickets fell in the last two
overs. Odoyo was the first to go,
nicking Olwenyi to Sematima for 27.
Kamyuka captured the remaining
two wickets in the final over of the
Kenya innings; Tikolo holing out to
Musaka at deep midwicket and
Kamande driving the ball straight
into the hands of Otim in the covers.

BRIEF SCORES

KENYA: 132-6 in 20 overs (Tikolo
66, Odoyo 27, Waiswa 2-13)
UGANDA: 133-8 in 19.5 overs
(Sematimba 42, Patel 32¥)

Result: Uganda won by 2 wickets.

Captain Dhoni
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Yuvraj, who could match up with
the best in the world. "Viru
(Sehwag) is a proven performer,
still one of the most feared strikers
around in the game. Yuvi (Yuvraj)
has been batting brilliantly and
performing consistently in recent
years. They are as good as any
other player from other teams.

"Anyway, it's not about com-
parisons. It's about a team, about
how well you gel as a group to get
the desired result. If you play well
asateam, youwin."

Dhoni also shrugged off con-
cerns that India lack enough
experience in Twenty20. "We
beat South Africa in South Africa
in our only Twenty20 international
in the middle of a disastrous one-
day series (in 2006). Although we
definitely haven't played this
game as much as England or
Australia, we know what it's all
about. | am an eternal optimist."

On key players to watch out
for, Dhoni said, "There are lots of
them -- Adam Gilchrist, Ricky
Ponting, Kevin Pietersen and so
many others | can't name right
away. There are plenty of good
bowlers and batters who can do
well. | also believe that spinners
will have arole to play."

Dhoni also felt that Twenty20
was not loaded against the bowl-
ers as it was made out to be. "Not
really, otherwise the Australians
wouldn't have picked the almost
the same team they had for the
World Cup. It is about how fit you
are because you need to give
more than hundred per cent every
time. It will require high energy
levels and it will take a lot out of
you."
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Vice-chairman of BCB marketing and commercial committee Salim Bhuiyan (C) speaks during a press conference at
alocal hotel yesterday in connection with AB Bank's sponsorship of the Bangladesh cricket team for the Twenty20

World Championship.
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