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Hasina sued
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Eastcoast Private Trading Ltd, also
apower company.

Tajul Islam Farook, chairman of
Westmont Power Company, filed a
case on April 9 under non-bailable
sections of the penal code accusing
Hasina and her personal staff Manu
Majumder of extorting Tk 3 crore in
1998 while she was prime minister.

On June 13, Noor Ali, managing
director of Unique Group, filed a
case with Tejgaon Police Station
accusing Hasina, her cousin
Sheikh Helaluddin and his wife
Rupa Chowdhury of extorting Tk 5
crore for mediating between PDB
and his (Noor Ali) firm to finalise a
power plantin 1997.

On July 24, police pressed
charges against Hasina, her sister
Sheikh Rehana and their cousin
former minister Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, showing 24 people as
prosecution witnesses.

Anumber of other cases against
her have long been pending since
the tenure of the immediate past
BNP-led coalition government. The
cases include frigate and MiG-29
kickback cases.

Our court correspondent
reports: A Dhaka court yesterday
asked the officer-in-charge (OC) of
Tejgaon Police Station to submit
probe reports on two extortion
cases against Hasina by
September 24 and 25.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Mohammad Ashraf Uddin passed
the orders after the general record-
ing officer (GRO) placed the cases
before the court saying that Tejgaon
police are yet to submit probe
reports.

Earlier, the same court had
repeatedly directed the police to
submit the reports but they did not.

The case was filed under sec-
tions 161/ 163/ 164/ 165/ 165 (Ka)/
109 of the Penal Code and section
5(2) of the Prevention of Corruption
Actof1947.

CASE STATEMENT

Iraqg PM
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situation in the country is not good."
He offered no specific examples.

He also said U.S. critics may not
know "the size of the destruction
that Iraq passed through" and do not
appreciate "the big role of the Iraqi
government and its achievements,
such as stopping the civil and sec-
tarian war."

The Democratic-controlled
Congress is growing increasingly
frustrated with the slow pace of
political reform in Irag. Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton and Sen. Carl
Levin, chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, have
called for al-Maliki to be replaced.

U.S. Ambassador Ryan Crocker
and the top American military com-
mander, Gen. David Petraeus, are
to report to Congress during the
week of Sept. 10 on the degree of
progress achieved since President
Bush ordered nearly 30,000 more
troopstolraq.

Adraft report by the Government
Accountability Office concluded Iraq
has satisfied only three of 18
benchmarks set by Congress for
measuring progress and partially
met two others.

None of those five benchmarks
are the high-profile political issues
such as passage of a national oil
revenue sharing law that the U.S.
has said are critical to Iraqg's future.

Man dies
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Islam Touhid -- at around 5:00pm on
August 12 while they were having
tea at a local restaurant in the
Gobinpur area.

Later, Rab sent Bulbul, Nandu
and Tutul to Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court, Dhaka showing
them arrested under section 54.

On August 13, Rab sent Ismail
and Touhid to the same court show-
ing them arrested under arms act.
Rab claimed that they recovered a
firearm and four bullets from Ismail
and Touhid's possession. The court
sent all of them to Dhaka Central Jail
custody.

Victim's sister Rita Akhtar Parvin
alleged that Ismail, one of the les-
sees of Sayedabad Bus Terminal for
the last 15 years, gave a mobile
phone set costing Tk 32,000 to a
high official of Rab in June after the
official demanded Tk 2 lakh from
him. However, the Rab denied the
allegation.

After Ismail's arrest, Rab inform-
ers -- Mujibur and Ratan -- allegedly
demanded more money from Ismail
and his family members in
exchange for his "safe" return.

The informers also told her that
Ismail's rival group, who is also
interested in leasing the bus termi-
nal, had given them Tk 32 lakh to
have Ismail and others arrested,
Rita added.

Rita also claimed that before his
death, Ismail had told her that he
was tortured.

Denying the allegations, Major
Sajjad from Rab-10 told The Daily
Star last night, "Ismail was an extor-
tionist at Sayedabad Bus Terminal.
He and his associates used to extort
money out of passenger buses."

"Following their confession in
Rab custody, a revolver was recov-
ered from rail tracks in Sayedabad
area," he added.

Major Sajjad, however, said he
did not know the two informers.

Locals and his family members
demanded justice following proper
investigation.

The government approved private
sector power generation policy on
October 14, 1996.

The PDB invited international
tender on October 24 of the same
year to commission three barge-
mounted power plants at Haripur,
Shikalbaha and Khulna within eight
to 10 months.

A total of 15 firms submitted 25
tenders, 18 of which were qualified
primarily.

New England Power Company
consortium proposed lowest tariffs
but no deal was made with the
company.

Besides, initiatives were taken
for negotiation with first, second
and third lowest bidders following
illegal interferences by the then
prime minister Sheikh Hasina and
then power secretary Dr Towfig-e-
Elahi Chowdhury.

The case statement said ignor-
ing the lowest bidder's tariff rate,
which was 4.59 cents per kilowatt
hour, the power price has been
fixed at 5.10 cents per kilowatt hour
for three months and 5.82 cents per
kilowatt hour for the rest of the
agreement period.

Hasina approved the deal in
connivance with other accused to
serve the interest of a special
quarter in a well-planned way
through deception.

Arrangement to smuggle foreign
currencies has also been made by
allowing Wartsila to import oil that
causes a huge loss to the country.

The accused Mohammad Aziz
Khan, Mohammad Farid Khan,
Hasan Mahmud Raja and Abul
Kalam Azad paid Tk three crore out
of Tk 6.50 crore in eight
cheques/pay orders to
Bangabandhu Memorial Trust to
purchase a two-storey building and
19.11 kathas of land in Dhanmondi
for the trust.

The cheques/pay orders were
issued between October 7, 1997
and November 24 of the same year.
The accused paid the money on
behalf of the owners of Wartsila and
it's local business partners Summit
group and United group.

VGF programme
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department statistics, six more
deaths were reported during 24
hours ending at 6:00am yesterday,
raising the flood-related death toll
to 783.

Some 9,85,051 villages were
completely or partially affected by
the flooding. Crops and vegetables
on about 14 crore acres of land had
been submerged.

Ahead of Ramadan, the govern-
ment has planned to introduce
Open Market Sale (OMS) of rice at
Tk 19 per kg to stabilise the market.
The sale will start from September
10.

The OMS programme will
continue till the end of October.
Rice under the programme will be
available at dealer's shops every
alternate day.

Tapan Chowdhury said so far
1.18 lakh metric tons of rice had
been allotted for sale under the
OMS through 15,440 dealers
across the country.

Besides, BDR would continue
sale of rice, lentil, sugar, edible oil
and other essentials at fair price, he
added.

Under the flood rehabilitation
programme, 1.50 lakh tonnes of
rice will be given under the food for
work programme. Besides, test
relief will be launched in the dry
season.

About rehabilitation in the agri-
culture sector, CS Karim said Tk 30
crore had been allocated for the
affected farmers, of which Tk 8
crore has already been disbursed.

The government also allocated
Tk 1.55 crore for preparing seed-
beds and seedlings were being
distributed among the farmers.

BDR opens
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to keep the prices of essentials at a
reasonable level during Ramadan,"
said Col Mojibul Hoque, a BDR
sector commander and also the
chief of the programme, at the BDR
headquarters at Pilkhana.

"We hope setting up 100 fair-
price outlets in the capital will play a
positive role in keeping the prices of
essentials at a reasonable level,"
he added.

He said produces in these
markets will be cheaper than of
other markets, adding that the
BDR's other discount outlets,
opened earlier, are not incurring
any losses.

"We are making less profits."

Col Hoque said they have
enough food including rice, oil and
lentil in stock to run the programme.

"We are importing more essen-
tials and the government is provid-
ing us with necessary money and
other support," he said.

He mentioned the prices of
some of the items to be sold at the
new outlets: rice (coarse) Tk 19 per
kg, flour Tk 29, lentil (local) Tk 63,
lentil (coarse-Turkey) Tk 58, soy-
bean oil Tk 73, onion Tk 25, garlic
Tk 42, ginger Tk 38, date Tk 80,
potato Tk 18 and salt (one packet)
Tk10.

Col Abdul Halim, chief coordina-
tor of BDR Trade and Monitoring
Cell and director, operations and
training, Bangladesh Rifles, was
present, among others, at the
briefing.

Wife of Mirza Abbas
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Tk 4.70 crore in the cases. She will
have to serve additional six months
and one year in jail in default of the
fines.

Nurul Amin, deputy tax commis-
sioner of Taxpayers' Service Wing,
filed the cases on August 5.

In the his complaints, Nurul Amin
mentioned that Afroza had evaded
Tk 11,58,746 income tax as one of
the directors of Dhaka Bank since
1997 to 2002. She also evaded tax
upon her income of Tk 4,67,95,634
for years from 2002 to 2007.

Charges were framed on August
21, while recording of the witnesses'
depositions began on August 23.

Earlier, Special Judge
Mohammad Azizul Haq of the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court issued arrest warrant twice
against Afroza on August 5 and
August 13.

PSI certification
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customs sector alone due to PSI
Companies' issuance of false CRF
(clean report of findings), and cor-
ruption in connivance with customs
officials.

A recent investigation by joint
forces revealed that a PSI| company
was involved with a gross violation
in valuation in importing several
expensive cars.

Hasina
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statement before submitting it to
the jail authorities".

"Nothing has been concealed
nor any false information given in
the statement," he said following a
two-hour meeting with Hasina at
the special jail on the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban premises.

The AL president's wealth
statement said she does not own
any house or land and that most of
her property are inherited,
Moniruzzaman, her lawyer, said.

She does not have any property
in Dhaka or abroad, he added.

Hasina mentioned that her
sources of income have been
salaries and benefits she received
in her capacities as prime minister,
lawmaker, opposition leader and
the property she inherited.

She has about Tk 2 crore in
eight accounts with Sonali, Rupali,
Pubali and Agrani banks. Her
wealth statement included her
husband's Sudha Sadan resi-
dence, estimated at about Tk 60
lakh, in the capital's Dhanmondi
neighbourhood.

Her other assets include a jute
warehouse on a ten-katha land in
Khulna's Dighulia area. The ware-
house has been priced at about Tk
50 lakh and shown as property
inherited from her mother
Fazilatunnesa Mujib.

The AL chiefinherited 10 kathas
of land and a pond on a six-katha
plotin Gopalganj from her grandfa-
ther Sheikh Lutfar Rahman.

She and her sister Sheikh
Rehana jointly inherited several
bighas of land in Gopalganj's
Tungipara from her father, accord-
ing to the wealth statement.

Hasina's wealth assessment
also included two cars she
received as gifts from AL leaders.

The ACC in its July 17 notice
directed Hasina to submit her
wealth information in a week. She
challenged the notice's legality in
the High Court on August 5, earn-
ing a suspension of it two days
later.

The government appealed
against the HC decision at the
Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court, which stayed the HC order
on August 27 and directed the AL
president to submit her wealth
report to the anti-graft body in
seven working days.

Mainul
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the caretaker government would
have achieved more, Mainul said
adding that it is necessary to
remove the uncertainty by estab-
lishing good governance.

He sought all-out cooperation
from all in establishing good gover-
nance in the country.

"The present government is a
short-term government and we are
passing through a difficult time. We
have a lot of tasks to do and our
main objective is to hold a free and
fair election so that a democratic
government can come to power,"
Mainul observed.

"We also want to establish a set
of guidelines or examples so that
the nation can be benefited from
those," said the law adviser.

Admitting that there is no bud-
getary measure for the develop-
ment of women entrepreneurship,
he said women should be consid-
ered as human resources since "...
woman entrepreneurs can help
create employment opportunities
as well as flourish the economy.”

The adviser hoped that women
would come forward and play an
active role in trade and commerce
ofthe country.

Selima Ahmed, BWCCI presi-
dent, said the BWCCI, in coopera-
tion with CIPE, has taken an advo-
cacy project aiming at creating a
gender-friendly environment in the
trade and commerce sector.

She urged the government to
formulate a long-term policy and to
ensure budgetary allocations for
the development of women entre-
preneurship.

Apresentation on the report was
made before the audience by Munir
Uddin Shamim, project coordinator
of BWCCI.

Barkatullah Bulu
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Road in Mirpur on September 10,
2004.

But accused Shamima, director of
the company, Kamal, managing
director and Mohsin, director (Fi-
nance), took the complainant to
Bulu's government quarters on Minto
Road on October 14, 2004 where
they demanded Tk 1,75,00,000 as
toll from him, saying that otherwise
the contract for construction would be
cancelled, the complainant added.

The accused also pressed him to
sign on non-judicial stamp and
contract for giving the demanded
money and warned him not to dis-
close the matter to anyone.
Eventually the accused extorted Tk
1,15,00,000 from the complainant
from March 14 to December 18, 2005
for clearance of different bills, Mojibar
said.

CASEAGAINST SALAHUDDIN

A Dhaka court yesterday completed
deposition of all prosecution wit-
nesses against Salahuddin Ahmed in
connection with a case filed for
possessing foreign currencies at his
Kadamtola residence in Shyampur.

Judge Sayed Jahed Mansur of
the Metropolitan Special Tribunal-9
fixed today for next hearing of the
case.

The security forces on February 4
seized weapons and foreign curren-
cies along with nine diplomatic
passports, eight Bangladeshi pass-
ports, 23 mobile phone sets,
videocassettes, CDs, and a shotgun
licence during a raid on Salahuddin's
house.

CASEAGAINSTABBAS

Judge Abu Mohsin of the
Metropolitan Special Tribunal-6 fixed
September 5 for framing charges
against Mirza Abbas in connection
with a case filed for possessing local
and foreign currencies at his
Shahjahanpur residence.

Motijheel police submitted the
charge sheet against Mirza Abbas to
the CMM Court, showing 14 people
as prosecution witnesses.

The case was filed against him
under the Special Powers Act,

Money Laundering Act and Excise
Acton February 24.

The joint forces seized a huge
sum in local and foreign currencies
and other items from Mirza Abbas'
South Shahjahanpur residence in the
capitalon February 4.

The items seized include sales
receipts for gold ornaments worth Tk
40 lakh, 4,600 US dollars, 17,000
bahts, 418 Singapore dollars, 432
Malaysian ringgits, several mobile
phone sets and five passports.

Complainant of the case Sub-
Inspector Rafiqul Islam alleged that
Abbas had kept those in his posses-
sion evading a huge amount of taxes.
PANKAJ CASE
Judge Mohammad Azizul Haq of the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court, Dhaka transferred the tax
evasion case against
Swechchasebok League General
Secretary Pankaj Devnath to the
Fourth Special Judge's Court at
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar MP Hostel for
its quick disposal.

On August 29, Assistant Tax
Commissioner Begum Nashid
Rizwana Monir of the NBR filed the
case against Pankaj for evading tax
on his income of Tk 92,61,456 for the
fiscal years 2002 to 2007.

On August 26, a special court
sentenced him to 13 years imprison-
ment in connection with a case filed
for false wealth statements submitted
earliertothe ACC.

ALAMCASE

The same court transferred tax
evasion case against Dhaka City
Corporation Ward Commissioner
Chowdhury Alam to the special court
forits quick disposal.

On August 29, Deputy Tax
Commissioner Russell Chakma of
the NBR filed the case for evading tax
upon his income of Tk 1,17,59,795
for the fiscal years 2002 to 2007.
Moreover, Alam did not give informa-
tion about income and expenditure
from differentways.

Indoor politics
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January 11 that had banned all sorts of
outdoor political activities.

Finally, the EC on last Tuesday
announced that it would begin talks
with 15 select political parties from
September 12 following an assurance
from the government that an environ-
ment conducive to talks will be cre-
ated.

"We hope, we will get a decision
regarding the ban on indoor politics
well before the beginning of the talks,"
the CEC said yesterday.

He said the EC has sent an invita-
tion and a copy of the draft proposals
for electoral reforms to the Islami
Oikya Jote, which will sit in dialogue
withthe EC on September 12.

"Even leaders of several political
parties have told me that they would
join the talks amid the ban on indoor
politics," he said without disclosing
identity of the leaders.

When his attention was drawn to
the stance of two major political par-
ties, Awami League and BNP, that said
they would not join the talks until the
ban on indoor politics is lifted, the CEC
said he hopes a solution would hope-
fully come.

Echoing the view of the CEC,
another election commissioner,
Muhammed Sohul Hussain, said the
government, of course, will open a
window allowing the EC to hold talks
with the political parties.

Asked when the invitation and
copies of draft proposals for reforms
will be sent to other political parties,
Huda said the EC would send those in
phases.

VOTERLIST

The CEC yesterday said the EC will
begin the field level task for preparing
the voter list with photographs in 10
municipalities, three city corporations
and several unions under 20 upazilas
between Septemberand November.

According to the EC's plans, the
field level task in Chittagong City
Corporation will begin on October 22,
in Barisal City Corporation on October
4 and Sylhet City Corporation on
October4.

"The field level task for voter listing
was supposed to begin on a large-
scale from November, according to the
electoral roadmap. We have already
received laptops and other accesso-
ries from different organisations to
expedite the tasks," Huda said.

Now, the EC has a total of 1800
laptops and other accessories for
doing the voter listing, and purchase of
6,000 laptops and other accessories
willbe completed soon, he said.

The CEC informed that President
lajuddin Ahmed will visit Savar munici-
pality area on September 5 to watch
the field level activities for simulta-
neously preparing the voter list with
photographs and national identity
cards.

According to the EC's electoral
roadmap, the task for voter listing will
be completed in October 2008 while
the stalled ninth parliamentary election
willbe held in Decemberthat year.

DU teachers
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personnel started, but nobody
could say anything about the inci-
dents that followed.

The chief of the one-member
probe body said that he might
summon the teachers and officials
present at the time of the incident at
the university playground where a
football match was going on before
the trouble erupted.

Justice Khan also talked to the
referees of the football match Azad
Rahman and Md Zalal Uddin.

Talking to the journalists, the
referees said that they heard
noises from the west gallery during
the game. Then they learned that
army men were beating up the
students. On hearing this, the other
students present got infuriated.

When they talked to the teach-
ers, they said that the match would
continue after the chaos is over, but
later it was postponed, the referees
added.

Justice Khan then visited the
vice chancellor's (VC) residence
and DU Senate Building. The
commission found marks of ran-
sacking the VC residence, he said.

While visiting the Senate
Building, Justice Khan asked Pro
VC Prof Eusuf Haider Chowdhury
for the names of the teachers who
delivered speeches during a dis-
cussion there on August 20. Prof
Eusuf told him that he would inform
the commission later.

During the commission's visit to
the spots, DU VC Prof SMA Faiz,
Pro VC Prof AFM Eusuf Haider
Chowdhury and Chairman of
Department of Public
Administration Prof Nazmul Ahsan
Kalimullah were present.

Talking to the journalists at the
Senate Building, VC Prof Faiz

assured the commission of extend-
ing all cooperation in conducting
the investigation.

He also expressed hope that the
commission report would act as a
guideline for all quarters involved in
theincidents.

Our Chittagong University (CU)
correspondent reports: Only a
single teacher of the varsity
appeared before the probe commit-
tee yesterday to give deposition
about the August 22 violence on the
campus.

Arts Faculty Dean Professor
Mansur Uddin Ahmed, who is
leading the four-member commit-
tee, said that they had asked the
teacher to submit his statement in
writing today.

He also said that they would
serve a notice to all departments
today asking teachers, officers and
employees of the university to give
depositions on Thursday and
Saturday.

At least 40 students, teachers
and police were injured during a
clash between the students and the
law enforcers on August 22 on the
university campus in which some
outsiders allegedly took part as
well.

The CU authorities formed the
probe body the same day to investi-
gate the incident. Other members
of the committee are Dean of Law
Faculty Mohammad Zakir Hossain,
Professor Dr Mokter Ahmed of
Botany Department and Assistant
Proctor Mohammad Shafiqul
Islam.

The committee was asked to
submitits report within a month.

Earlier, the committee had fixed
yesterday and today for giving
statements.

Election officers
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EC's decision, the Institute of
Business Administration under
Dhaka University (DU), conducted
the examin last May.

"The probationary period of the
election officers will end on
September 6. So, we have decided
that the 218 election officers will
retain their current jobs. But their
services will be confirmed after a
year," CEC Huda said.

He said the EC would inform the
84 officers about the exam's results
and EC's decision. "We are sorry
that we can not allow them to keep
their jobs due to their poor quality,"
he said citing an example that one of
the officers got only three marks out
of 100.

The CEC said the other officers
did well in the exam. "Many of them
are very meritorious. So, they
cannot be axed from the job for their
previous involvement in student
politics," he said.

Huda said 15 officers obtained over
70 out of 100 while 114 got marks
between 50 to 59 and 89 secured over
40, setas the pass mark.

Asked whether the EC will take
any actions against those responsi-
ble for providing jobs to the unquali-
fied persons, the CEC said the
Public Service Commission (PSC)
has been reorganised. The govern-
ment has taken actions against one
of the dishonest members of PSC,
he said.

He said the EC has sent a letter
to the Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) to investigate the reported
corruption practised in the EC
Secretariatin the past.

"We sent the letter four to five
months ago. But we are yet to see
any progress in this regard. It might
be because the ACC is now busy
handling cases of large scale cor-
ruption," Huda said.

RU violence
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and Prof Moloy Kumar Bhowmik of
Management.

The other teachers are Dulal
Chandra Biswas, Selim Reza
Newton and Abdullah Al Mamun of
Mass Communication.

Officer-in-charge of Motihar
Police Station Khondoker Ferdous
Alam lodged the case under the
Emergency Power Rules for bring-
ing out a silent procession on RU
campus on August 21 urging the
students to resist attacks on DU
teachers and students.

The teachers also held a secret
meeting and instigated students to
call a strike, alleged the complainant
adding the angry students attacked
policemen during the strike on
August 22.

S| Nasir Uddin of the same police
station submitted the other charge
sheet accusing 14 people including
Prof Dr Chowdhury Sarwar Jahan
Sajal and Prof Dr Golam Sabbir
Sattar Tapu of Geology and Mining.

The other accused are RU Public
Relations Officer Sadikul Islam,
former RU VC Faisul Islam Faruki's
driver Ataur Rahman, General
Secretary of RU unit of BCL
Ayenuddin and BCL workers
Dupayan Sarker, Mizanur Rahman
Mithu, Sarker Ayaj, SM Fakrul Islam
Sumon, Abu Sayem, Shamim
Ahmed, Abdul Latif, Shakhawat and
Aziz.

Shawkat Ali, assistant director of
Rajshahi DGFI (Directorate General
of Forces Intelligence), filed the
case onAugust 23.

According to the investigation
officer, the accused instigated
students to beat up Shawkat Ali and
torched his vehicle while he was on
duty on August 22.

Earlier, the court denied bail
prayers of the detained teachers
saying there is no provision for bail
inthe EPR.

However, it ordered the authori-
ties concerned to give them divi-
sions in jail in accordance with the
jail code.

The court also ordered to ensure
good treatment to the ailing teach-
ersinjail.

Divided opinions
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coal deposit of 1,053 million tonnes.

"The biggest issue that a policy
should address is how it is going to
benefit Bangladesh. The future of
energy security as it seems today is
bleak. The policy should tell us how
we can ensure our energy security,"
notes a Power Development Board
official.

The draft policy says that till
2025, if Bangladesh's GDP growth
rate remains as low as 5.5 percent, it
needs 19,000 megawatt additional
power. If GDP growth isas highas 8
percent, it needs 41,000 MW addi-
tional power.

But Petrobangla has said pro-
duction of gas, which has been the
key source for power generation,
will decline from 2011. This is where
the country's coal should play arole.

It adds that to meet the demand
for power in a GDP growth scenario
of 5.5 percent, Bangladesh will need
136 million tonnes of coal till 2025. If
GDP growth rate is 8 percent, then
the country will need 450 tonnes of
coal.

Naval chief
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245 listed miscreants and 517
criminals and seized smuggled
goods worth Tk 450 crore, he
informed the newsmen.

Earlier, the Naval Chief distrib-
uted relief items among 600 fami-
lies, affected by the erosion of
Meghna river, at Dhonia school
premises.

lran reaches uranium
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"They (world powers) thought that by
issuing any resolution Iran would back
down," Ahmadinejad told Islamist
students, referring to the two sanctions
resolutions imposed against Tehran
by the UN Security Council.

"But after each resolution the
Iranian nation took another step along
the path of nuclear development," he
said.

"Now it has put into operation more
than 3,000 centrifuges and every
week we installanew series."

The installation of 3,000 centri-
fuges has always been earmarked by
Iran as the key medium-term goal of its
nuclear programme which it had
originally hoped to reach by March.

AUN atomic energy agency report
obtained by AFP last week however
said that Iran was still short of 3,000
centrifuges.

It said that as of 19 August, 2007
Iran had total of 1,968 centrifuges
operating at its uranium enrichment
plant in the central town of Natanz. A
total of 656 more centrifuges were in
development, it said.

Meanwhile, If Iran fails to resolve its
nuclear dispute by the end of the year,
it may be passing by its last chance to
do so, the UN atomic energy agency
head said in an interview due out
Monday.

"By November, or December at the
latest, we should be able to state
whether the Iranians are keeping their
promises. If they don't keep them,
Tehran will have passed by an impor-
tant chance, perhaps the last,"
Mohamed EIBaradei, the International
Atomic Energy Agency head, told
weekly Der Spiegel.

However, the IAEA chief urged
international players to "encourage"
Iran to cooperate.

"Beside sanctions, there must also
be encouragement," he said, underlin-
ing that "sanctions alone will not bring
any durable solution."

But he added that there were
"concrete grounds to suspect" Iran of
developing anuclearbomb.

Asked about the possible use of
force against Tehran, ElBaradei said
that might destroy a large part of Iran's
nuclear installations, but warned of the
danger of an explosion of violence in
the whole region.

"The already very deep
oppositions between the Islamic world
and the Westwould explode," he said.

He added that such a move would
also certainly reinforce support for an
Iranian nuclearbomb.

Iran and the UN atomic energy
agency on August 21 agreed on a
timetable for Tehran to clarify out-

standing concerns about its contested
nuclear programme, amid Western
threats of further UN sanctions.

The IAEA said Thursday that Iran's
decision to answer key questions
about the programme was "a signifi-
cant step forward," in a development
expected to help Tehran avoid new
sanctions.

But the United States reiterated its
insistence on Iran suspending ura-
nium enrichment to win international
confidence, and downplayed the IAEA
claimof progress.

200 Bangladeshi
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come to the airport to receive them.
The local agent there told them that
their Bangladeshi counterparts did not
make payments,” Dr Noor, a health
adviser for International Rescue
Committee in Indonesia, told The Daily
Staryesterday.

"Since | was curious about them,
they shared some of their ordeals with
me and requested me to inform the
authorities in Bangladesh of the
matter," Dr Noor added.

Dr Noor Ahmed, who also worked
at International Centre for Diarrhoeal
Diseases Research, Bangladesh
(ICDDR, B) a few years back, said the
Bangladeshis were running short of
money and they did not have any
foods either.

The Bangladeshis told Dr Noor that
several groups of Bangladeshis had
arrived in Malaysia through various
recruiting agencies. Those are
Morning Sun Enterprise, Shipu
Overseas, Shikha Trade International,
JR Aviation Services and Sunrise
International Limited.

Some of them told him that they
had been having nothing but water for
the last two or three days. "One worker
said the local agent [of his group] at
Kuala Lumpur provided only one meal
aday,"headded.

Many of them also became sick by
the time |metthem, Dr Noor said.

When this correspondent con-
tacted Sunrise International Limited,
Mohammad Borhan on behalf of the
agency said Sunrise sent 37 workers
on August 29 and the agency's
Malaysian counterpart picked all of
them up on the night of August 31.

An employee at Morning Sun
Enterprise told The Daily Star over
telephone that he was unable to
provide much information about the
issue since Mohammed
Rokonzzaman, managing partner of
the agency, is now out of the country -
inMalaysia.

The other three recruiting agencies
could notbe reached.

Recently, in a similar incident,
around 50 Bangladeshi workers were
stuck at KLIA for several days as the
immigration authorities barred their
entry on grounds of fingerprint mis-
matches in the biometric security
system.

Lebanese
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inform the nearest army patrol of
any suspected militants in their
area, but gave no specifics on
casualties excepting saying "a
large number" had been killed or
captured.

Lebanese security officials, who
also spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because no official casualty
figures had been released by the
military, said two Lebanese sol-
diers were killed in the fighting,
raising to 155 the total number of

Benazir

FROM PAGE 16
dissolve parliament and allow
premiers to serve a third term.

A cabinet minister told AFP
Saturday the Muslim League had
told Musharraf he should not give in
to the demands, which would pave
the way for Benazir or Sharif to
return to office.

Analysts said the situation
remained uncertain for the main
players and for Pakistan.

"It is a very confusing situation.
Benazir is trying to gain time by
saying that the date of her return will
be announced on September 14,
shortly before the schedule for the
presidential election is out," political
analyst Talat Masood told AFP.

"She wants some settlement
and she will not give up her position
on Musharraf's uniform especially
when Nawaz Sharif has decided to
return," he said.

"Deal or no deal, she was likely
to come back."

But both Musharraf and Benazir
Bhutto would like to reach some
settlement, even though the presi-
dent is feeling the heat from the
Muslim League, his allies since the
last general election in 2002, he
said.

"l think negotiations will con-
tinue. Musharraf will try to get
Benazir Bhutto's support and she
may try to get some concessions,"
Masood said.

Pakistani daily The News,
quoting unnamed sources, said
Musharraf and his aides were
discussing the possibility of an
"honourable exit" for the military
ruler.

Musharraf's arch foe Sharif has
announced he will return to the
country on September 10 despite
warnings from the government that
he was obliged to remain in exile for
10 years from 2000 under a deal
brokered by SaudiArabia.

Sharif urged the West on
Saturday not to give "blind support”
to the US-backed Musharraf and to
distinguish between democracy
and his "misrule".

army Kills

troops who have died in the conflict.

Before Sunday's battle,
Lebanese officials had said up to
70 Fatah Islam fighters remained in
the camp. When the fighting broke
out more than three months ago,
the number was estimated at 360.

Sunday's developments indi-
cated the battle was almost over for
the camp, large parts of which have
been reduced to rubble.

According to security officials
and television reports, the breakout
began early Sunday when a group
of militants sneaked through an
underground tunnel to an area of
the camp under army control and
fought with troops. At the same
time, another group of militants
struck elsewhere to try to escape,
reportedly receiving help from
militants outside the camp.

State-run Lebanese television
said the militants inside the camp
were aided by outside fighters who
arrived in civilian cars to attack
army positions around the camp.

Residents said troop reinforce-
ments deployed close to the camp
and blocked roads to prevent
fighters from sneaking out.
Helicopters provided aerial recon-
naissance.

State television reported
Lebanese residents of nearby
villages, armed with guns and
sticks, fanned out to protect their
houses and prevent militants from
seeking refuge and melting into the
local population.

Army officials said they did not
know whether Fatah Islam leader
Shaker al-Absi was among those
who attempted to break out. Al-Absi
has not been seen or heard since
early in the fighting. His deputy, Abu
Hureira, was killed by security
forces in Tripoli recently, apparently
after escaping the siege.

Fighting erupted May 20
between troops and Fatah Islam
militants holed up in Nahr el-Bared
camp near Tripoli, becoming
Lebanon's worst internal violence
since the 1975-90 civil war.

The battles have killed more
than 20 civilians and scores of
militants. Families of the militants
women and children were evacu-
ated late last month, the last civil-
ians to leave the camp.

Prior to Sunday, the army had
inched its way into the camp under
artillery and rocket fire, destroying
buildings and capturing militants’
fortified positions one by one while
facing tough resistance from the
Islamicfighters.

In recent days, the army has
cornered the militants in a small
area of the camp and has been
pounding it with bombs dropped by
helicopters.
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