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Did U Know?

Water polo made its debut as an Olympic
sportinthe Londan Gamesin 1900.

Virender Sehwag

(Star Indian batsman)

‘It's a new format and my kind of

batsmen, who loath to leave or

defend a ball, would definitely love
it I'm waiting for it as it would

allow me to just walk in and start

playingmyshots without bothering

much.”

On his Twenty20 World

Championship plans.

NCA back
on track

SPORTS REPORTER

.

The visiting BCB National Cricket
Academy (NCA) returned to win-
ning ways in the tour of Australia
when they handed a 77-run defeat
to Australian Capital Territory at
the Marrara Oval yesterday.

With the second win, NCA
finished third behind New South
Wales and Queensland Academy
of Sport in the Institute Challenge
Cup, which was a league basis
seven-teamcompetition.

Nasiruddin Faruque and
Jahurul Islam added 69 for the
second wicket as the visitors
posted 183-9 in their stipulated 40
OVETS.

Faruque hit 46 of 73 balls with
the help of four boundaries while
opener Jahurul contributed 41off
69 deliveries that contained five
fours.

Dollar Mahmud however made
it possible for his side to put up a
decent total on the board as he
smtote three sixes to make 22-ball
34.

Devoyclaimed three wickels.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4

Stars to play
football
tomorrow

SPORTS REPORTER

The exhibition football match
between Abahani and
Mohammedan and the much-
awaited clash between sports
personalities and filin stars to raise
fund for flood victims will be held
tomorrow at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium after the first two
attempts were postponed duce to
inclement weather and student
unrest.

The hour-long Abahani-
Mohammedan match will kick off
at 4.30 pm, which will be followed
by the "starry' event and a cultural
show.

Tickets will be available from 12
noon on matchday at the stadium
counters.

Jimmy runs riot
Bangladesh rout Thailand 13-0

K@ Hockey

SrorTs REPORTER

Bangladesh recorded their biggest
cever victory in international
hockey when they trounced
Thailand 13-0 on the opening day
of the 7th Asia Cup Hockey in
Chennaiyesterday.

Four-goal Russel Mahmud
Jimmy led the onslaught as the
young and experimental side,
missing a number of regular faces
in the national team, took control
at the Radhakrishnan Memorial
Stadiumin the south Indian city.

Mohammad Mamun hit the
mark three times while Zahidul
Islam and Igbal Nader each scored
second-half braces for the winners,
wholedthefirsthalf4-0.

Zahid Bin Talib, Khondokar
Hasan and skipper Issa Mia shared
theremaining goals.

The victory brought memories
of the 1995 SAF Games when
Bangladesh thrashed Nepal 12-1
for their previous biggest win at this
same ground, The venue also holds
memories of Bangladesh's brilliant
display against Pakistan with

Mahbub Harun, now coach of the
national team, being the fulcrum of
the team. Bangladesh eventually
went down 3-2 after conceding two
goals from penalty strokes in the
SAF Gamesmatch,

Talib put Bangladesh ahead
alter four minutes but Jimmy got
into the acts in the tenth minute
when he doubled the lead. The
striker notched his second nine
minutes later and the Iatter strikes
from Jimmy, adjudged man-of-
the-match, came inside the last
three minutes of the match, Itis the
first time a Bangladeshi player has
scored four goalsinamatch.

"We expected to win the open-
ing match, but never thought the
margin would be so big. Our aim
now is to play good hockey against
big teams," said Bangladesh man-
ager Mohammed YusufAli,

Bangladesh play their next
match against China tomorrow.

Agencies add: Malaysia cele-
brated the anniversary of the coun-
try's independence with an
emphatic 8-0 victory over
Singaporein anothermatch.

"Today is our 50th National Day
and we'd like to dedicate this vic-
tory to all Malaysians. The win was

very important and 1told players to
focus on the match,” said manager
PonniahTamilselvan.

Malaysia, who finished fifth in
the last edition of the Asia Cup at
home in 2003, took time to settle
down onarainy morningand led 3-
0 at half time before outplaying the
Singaporeans in th'e second ses-
sion.

Zulkifli Rejab, Azlon Miston and
Chua Boonhuat scored two goals
apiece, while Ismail Abuand Megat
Azrafig each struck once.

"It was a slow start, but we
adapled better as the match pro-
gressed," Ponniah said,

"It was a bit difficult playing the
opening match as the ground was
slippery. We scored three goals in
the last three minutes and it was
goodto finish onahighnote.”

Three-time champions
Pakistan, Japan, Hong Kong,
Malaysia and Singapore are in
Group A while Group B comprises
two-lime winners South Korea,
defending champions and hosts
India, China, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and Thailand.

The top two teams from each
group will advance to the semifi-
nals.

BCB runs rule over Harmer

j Cricket

R —

| SPORTS REPORTER

The mission of Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) to appoint the
national team's head coach before
the tour to New Zealand got under-
way with the presentation of
Australian Academy coach John
Harmer yesterday.

The 65-year-old Harmer, who
made the first appearance from the
board's three-member shortlist of
candidates, had a'long discussion
with BCB's five-member panel at

the board's management office in-

Gulshan.

"His knowledge of the game, error
detection, and expertise on bowling
impressed usbutitistooearly todetail
the outcome because we have just
started the process,” said Gazi Ashral
Hossain Lipu, a member of the panel
and cricketoperations chaimman.

He also informed that the
Australian agreed to present a
training session with the board

contracted players, who are out of
the team right now, at the Mirpur
Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium
todaymorning,

Former national captain
Roquibul Hassan, coach Jalal Ahmed
Chowdhury, Ishtiaque Ahmed and Lt
Col (retd) MA Latilf Khan were the
other members accompanying Lipu
duringa four-hourdiscussion, which
the all-smiling Harmer termed as a
longinnings'.

"You know we have two more
candidates in our hand now and
Zimbabwean David Houghton is
likely to make his presentation in | |
September and we can only give
you a clear picture after the inter-
view ends. Bui we must do it before
the New Zealand tour in
December,” said Lipu,

Ttis believed {hat JTamie Siddons
and Houghton are far ahead'in the
race and the committee members
are only focusing on Harmer's
broad knowledge on bowling and
on the research of biomechanics,
This gave rise to a guestion of
whether the BCB will consider him

in a different capacity if Harmer
doesnotget the main job.

"We are interviewing only for
the head coach," responded Lipu
withasmile.

But the man himself was confi-
dent enough to do the job, "ltwas a
very good meeting where we had a
lot of discussions, long innings

{smiles), and just a sort of negotia-,

tion,"” said Harmer in front of mem-
bers of the press on way to his
departure from theinterviewboard.
"lam confident that I can do the
jobiflgetit,” hesaidadding thathe
wis'well inforined abaut the nidd:
nesswith the game in Bangladesh,
Harmer also made no mistake to
take the opportunity o talk about
histargetabout the teamatsell.
"Twant to make the team a little
better than what they are at the
moment, if 1 got the job,
Bangladesh is a leading interna-
tional side, ranked eighth after the
World Cup and 1 will try to make
them number: seven at first,” he
promised by informing that he also
SEE PAGE 18 COL 1
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i PHOTO; STAR
Bangladesh coach hopeful John Harmer speaks to the media after the end of his long presentation at the BCB head-
quarters yesterday.

Broad stands tall

1

Al Cricket

AFP, Manchester

Stuart Broad returned career best
figures with both bat and ball as
England beat India by three wickets
in the fourth one-day international
atOld Trafford here Thursday.

When Broad, who'd earlier taken
four for 51 as India were dismissed
for 212, came to the crease England
were in dire straits at 114 for seven,
Bul they still needed fewer than a
run-a-ballto win.

And man-of-the-match Broad,
21, helped get them with a com-
posed 45 not out off 73 balls with
three boundaries.

Together with Ravi Bopara (43
not out), himself only 22, he put on
an unbroken 99 as thetwo young
players batted with the assurance
of veterans as they set an England
record for the eighth wicket at this
level, beating the 76 shared by Paul

Nixon and Liam Plunkett against
New Zealand at PerthinJanuary, -

“We were in a difficult position,
We bowled nicely and kept them to
a decent score but 1 thought Ravi
batted superbly and kept me going
and it was great to hit the winning
runs,” Broad said.

Recalled India seamer Ajit
Agarkar removed four of England's
top six on his way to figures of four
for 60 but couldn't inspire his team
1o victory,

Fast bowler Broad stylishly
forced Zahcer Khan off the back-
foot for an all-run four and then
played a shot worthy of his father,
the former England opener Chris
who was in the ground, when he
drove Khan down the ground for
fourofithe backfoot.

Broad, on 25, was fortunate to
survive an lbw appeal from teenage
leg-spinner Piyush Chawla, with
English umpire lan Gould ruling in
his favour.

Bopara played some fine shots

but it was Broad who caught the
eye with another superb backfoot
drive as he went past his previous
best of 29 not out during India's
nine-runwin at Bristol last Friday.

India captain Rahul Dravid said:
"It's very, disappointing but you
have to give credit to the two boys
they played beautifully. We needed
a wicket but credit to them, they
p‘iayed well.”

England had collapsed to 35 for
three, mainly as a result of Agarkar
who made up in accuracy what he
lacked in pace.

His figures were all the more
impressive as his two previous
matches this series had left him
with a combined return of none for
132 off190vers.

Paul Collingwood, the England
captain, made 47 before he was run
outin arare fielding triumph for an
Indiaside that again leaked runs.

Earlier, Broad's haul surpassed
his previous best of three for 20

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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PHOTO, TIGERCRICKET.COM

Vice-captain Mashrafe Bin Mortaza discusses with interim coach Shaun Williams during their first practice session at the Nairobi Gymkhana ground

yesterday,

Shakib misses
first game

T1GERCRICKET.COM, Nairobi

Cricket rarely makes the headlines
in the Kenyan media unless some-
thing out of the ordinary happens
and with the world championship
ofathletics takingplace in Osaka the
Twenty20 tournament involvin

h:;gi;}]:i%jesh, Pakigtan, Uganda 'an'{gll
the hosts that get underway todayis
at best a low-key afiair. For
Bangladesh there is already a prob-
lem with key all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan ruled outwithafinger injury,

“Shakib has an impact fracture
on his right index finger,” said team
physio Azmal Ahmed. The 20-year-
old suffered the injury while play-
ing a Twenty20 match in practice
onThursday.

There are a few posters here and
there at the Nairobi Gymkhana
with a Mohammad Ashraful hook
shot in prominence but there is
hardly any fanfare. But the local
cricket buffs will be here in num-
bers today, that's guaranteed.

Inthe moming they get tosee the
Pakistanis take on Uganda with the
match starting at 9:30 am local time
(12:30pm Bangladesh Standard
time) and then the much antici-
pated battle between the Tigers and
Kenya from 2pm (5pm BST).

The Bangladesh side has had a
fruithul preparation leading up to
this competition which is the start
of the warm-ups for the 1CC World
Twenty2( in South Africa in a cou-
ple ofweeks time.

“It will be an ideal build-up for
the Twenty20World Championship,

' SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

BFF finds lands
for academies

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) has ensured land
for football academies in Barisal
and Cox's Bazar,

The academies will be built inthe
coastal belt with tsunami fund from
the FIFA, which arrived long ago.

The progress, however, was all
but stopped due to unavailability
of land and the BFF was on the
verge of returning the 2.5 lakh US
dollars to the football's world
governing body.

However, Army Chiel and
National Sports Council (N5C)
chairman General Moeen U
Ahmed gave his commitment to
find land and make sure the fund
does not go back.

"We have found the location
where the academies will be built
on Barisal and Cox's Bazaar,"
informed BFF acting general secre-
tary Manzoor Hossain Malu.

The land in Barisal belongs to the
NSC and its secretary Aminul Islam
Khan said that arangements are
beingmadetohanditovertothe BFE

"We have also found four acres of
land in Cox's Bazar and the district
commissioner has been told to take
steps to make it available for a foot-
ballacademy,” told Aminul.

The BFE however, is still in search
of a suitable and larger arca near
Gazipur for anther football academy
to be constructed under FIFA's Goal
Project. The FIFA will allocate four
lakh dollars for the second Goal
Project to come to the country after
{inancing the BFF Bhaban carlier.

Rafiq for stronger
domestic front

MOHAMMAD ISAM <~ 1rlen

After his appointment as chief
selector, Rafiqul Alam underlined
his preliminary policies [or the first
time yesterday.,

Speaking to this correspondent,
Rafiq said that like any other person
goinginto anewjob, he hasamindset
withwhichhewillbegin work.

Last Tuesday, the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) appointed
former national player Rafiq as the
chief and former Test captain
Naimur Rahman as a selector for
two years. They replaced Faruque
Alimed and Athar Ali Khan who
wereinthejob for fouryears.

Another ex-national captain
Akram Khan completes the panel,

"I haven't had talks with my
colleagues yet, but I have my own
set of goals,” said Rafiq while over-
sceing an under-11 match at the
DCAground in Dhanmondi.

"My personal point of view is
that we should have a short-term
goal and that should last three to
fouryearsifnotmore."

He stressed on the need of a

coach forthe national teamwho has
good batting expertise saying that it
could change theface of the side.

i statte ) UIn three tpfouryears ime;if we |

have a coach like thatyT can-tell you
that we will grow in leaps and
bounds," pointed Rafig, one of the
first match referces in domestic

RAFIQUL ALAM

cricket.

"In one-day cricket, they should
keep an open mind and build on
what has been done so far. Over the
past few years we have gone ahead
inthisformofthe game," he said.

But Rafiq had more concerns for
the Tigers in Test matches where
they have stayed at the bulto;n for
thepastsevenyaarg 1 L /0

."zﬂmen it &mﬁd Tedts, tuiing to~
take the game to the fifth day and
getting more draws out ofopponents
is more important, We have pushed
teams like Pakistan (in 2003), done
well in West Indies (in 2004) and
almost won against Australia here in
Fatullah last year. So we can under-
stang that they have itin them to do
wellin thelongerversion," said Rafig,
astar of the 1980s and 90s in domes-
ticericket,

He however indicated that he
will be inclined to keep one eye on
the domestic front even though the
national team are of paramount
interest to hispanel,

He said, "I rather think that if
domestic cricket is spruced with
more money, competition will go up
and therewillbe more closematches.
The first-class competition (National
Cricket League) should be taken
seriously by all concerned and an
casy way to get into better shape is to
pourmoneyomnit.”

Rafig's knowledge of the game,
especially of the local circuit, is

SEE PAGE 18 COL 4

Seeds safely through

AI’T’, New York

M aria
” Sharapova

: ) produced
U5 (,?I,I N another display
of fearsome big
Iutung to toll into the US Open
third round on Thursday, while top
American hopes Andy Roddick and
James Blake struggled to stay on
course.

The 20-year-old Russian glam-
our girl opened her shoulders to
blast past overmatched Australian
Casey Dellaqua 6-1, 6-0 in just 51
minutes.

That makes it just two games
lost in two rounds for the defend-
ing champion, who next takes on
18-year-old Polish hope Agnieszka
Radwanska.

"I did a pretty good job of being
solid, but it's only going to get
tougher fromhereon, " she said.

"I'm feeling really good and
that's the best part of being an
athlete - just coming out and being
healthy.”

On a hot and humid day that
saw several players struggling with
their fitness, the top half of the
men's draw reached the third
round stage with all of the big
names makingit through.

Top seed Roger Federer, aiming
to become the first man since Bill
Tilden in the 1920s to win the US
Open four times in a row, had
alrcady made it through by win-
ning his second round tie late on
Wednesday.

Joining him on Thursday was
the man he defeated in last year's
final, Andy Roddick.

The American fifth seed
dropped the first set against

"‘,
“"‘1:-\:‘

Argentina's Jose Acasuso but won
the next two as the South American
struggledwithaleginjury.

He failed to appear for the fourth
set and Roddick moved on to a third
round clash against former
Australian Open champion Thomas
Jahansson who outlasted France's
Arnaud Clement in a grnuelling 6-4,
7-6(7/4),6-7 (9/11),7-7 (7 1) tie.

"Even after the first set I wasn't
panicking. I just wanted to see if he
could keep it up for an entire five-
set mateh,” Roddick said.

"You never like winning
maiches like that, especially as 1
think Twas starting to play well, but
at the end of the day your goal is to
gothrough.”

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

PHOTO. AFP

Jamas"BIake of the Unfted States plays a backhand retum against Fabrice
Santoroof France atthe US Openin Flushing Meadows, New York on Thursday.



