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‘Delhi must not miss
nuclear energy bus’

Manmohan dismisses fear of
dependence on ‘one country’

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

Locked in ashowdown with his Left
allies on a landmark nuclear deal
with the United States, [ndian
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
yesterday said India's cooperation
with the world in atomic energy
field would not be dependent on
any one country and strongly
advocated the need to push ahead
with the deal for energy security of
the country.

Speaking after dedicating to the
nition two units of an atomic
power plant near Mumbai,
Manmohan said India's proven
reserves of oil, gas, coal and hydro
power were insufficient to meet the
country's growing energy require-
ment of a fast-growing economy
and nuclear power is recognised as
an "important and environmental
benign constituent of the overall
energy mix".

He said India “needs to benefit
from nuclear commerce without
restrictions as we need to enable
our industries to gain access to
cutting edge technology and create
opportunities for our scientists and
technologists to participate in
international exchange of scien-
tific and technological know-how".

Polnting out that India has seta
modest target of 20,000 MW of
nuclear power generation by the
year 2020, the prime minister said
this can be doubled with the open-
ingup of international cooperation
innuclear field.

“This cooperation will not be
dependent onany one country and
we will source supplies (of nuclear
material) from many of the coun-
tries in the Nuclear Suppliers
Group including the United States,
[ussia, France and Japan", he said.

However, India's international
cooperation with these and other
countries cannot become effective
until the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG) adapts its guidelines to
cnable nuclear commerce with
India, Manmohan said,

The NSG itself has made it clear
that they will not do so tll the
India-specific Safeguards
Agreement with the [AEA is final-
ised, he said adding once these and
ather ‘Stegs dre taken, [ndil’ ¢hn
cotbnence civil ol (ST
tun with all the 45 members of the
MNuclear Suppliers Group.

“This will signal the end of our

international isolation of the past
few decades. India is now too
important a country (o remain
outside the international main-
stream in this critical area”,
Manmohan remarked.

He said there is today talk the
world over of a nuclear renaissance
and India cannot aiford to miss the
bus or lag behind those global
developments.

The prime minister's remarks
assume significance as they come
against the backdrop of his com-
munist allies' insistence that gov-
ernment should not go ahead with
talks with IAEA and NSG as part of
measures (o implement the Indo-
US nuclear deal.

Manmaohan said since India's
uranium resource base was limited
it needed to supplement uranium
supplies from elsewhere, "We must
take, therefore, decisive steps to
remove the uncertainties that
result from shortfall in fuel sup-
plies to avoid disruptions in our
nuclear power production
programme”, he added.

He said sustainability of India's
long-term economic growth was
critically dependent on its ability to
meet energy requirements of the
future. When a country of the size
of India of one billion people
begins to grow at the rate of 9-10%
per annum, with the prospect of
even higher rates of growth then
energy does become a critical
issue, he pointed out.

The prime minister said
removal of “iniquitous restrictions
and shackles” on India's nuclear
power programme will enhance its
indigenous capabilities, he assured
the critics of Indo-US nuclear deal
that the government would “do
nothing to hurt our capacity to
solve a problem with our own
effort, pursuit of maximum possi-
ble self-reliance and will continue
to be a kingpin of our development
strategy”.

The critics at home contend that
the deal would curtail India's
nuclear programme and impinge
onitsindependent foreign policy.

"A strong energy programme is
in our vital interest and is impor-

“tanrforourseishtifddavélopivneg, [

IR ML fuir PCCES Our ercrngy
needs and important for our
national security”, Manmohan
said.

Zillur, Amu
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within a few months, the insiders
say.

Contradicting Amu's views,
anather AL presidium member
Motia Chowdhury said they would
continue leg:ﬂ battle to free Hasina,
The party will chalk out a final strat-
egy to free her when political activi-
ties resume, she added.

Motia also differed with Amu
over talks with the EC, saying party
leaders would have to sit to take a
decision in this regard. And for this
the ban on indaor politics should
#o,shetold this correspondent.

No individual couEl take a deci-
sion for the party, Motia said.

AMU'S BRIEFING

‘Talking to newsmen resl:ertlayak his
Eskaton residence in the capital,
Amusaid the AL must go to power to
free Sheikh Hasina, and election Is
the only means to assume power.
50, thcr have to engage themselves
intheelectoral process.

Differing with Zillur Rahman's
views that the AL will not sit with the
EC unless the party chiefis released,
Amu termed this a 'point of no
return’.

“Itis an emotional statement (by
Zillur). If it happens, Awami League
will not survive as a party. So, we
must go by reality," observed the
seniorALleader.

The post 1/11 situation (state of
emergency) has come to their (AL)
favour, Amu said, "There is no con-
fusion within the party over sitting
with the Election (glmmission and [
hope the partywill participate in the
dialogue onconsensus,” he said.

The reformist AL leader also said
all political parties should sit with
the EC. It would not be proper to
keep off dialogue with the EC on the
excuseofthebanon indoor politics.

Amu said the EC has been recon-
stituted as an outcome of their
(parties) demonstrations. So, they

Meagre allocation
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"1 do not know when flood water
will recede from my half hectare of
land. If the waterrecedesinaweekl
will plant Aman saplings taking
loan from my relatives,” said
Nazrul Islam of Belkuchi in
Sirajganj.

"Floodwater totally damaged
Aman on over one hectare of my
land. [ had to take loan to plantit,"
said Rais Uddin Mollah of
ftaghunathpurin Pabna.

"If the flood water recedes in a
week, [ will plant paddy again. This
time [ will sell my cattle to meet the
cultivation cost,” he added.

Like him, a large number of
larmers were affected by floods,
rain, onrush of water from hills and
river erosion. Many of them did not
gel any assistance from the govern-
ment under the post-flood agricul-
ture rehabilitation programme.

could sit with the EC to discuss
reforms which the AL was demand-
ingforthelast fewyears, he added.

The AL leader demanded imme-
diate action against Jamaat-e-
Islami leaders an specific allega-
tions against them. The allegations,
known nationally and internation-
ally, include repression on women,
looting, patronising militants and
war crimes during the Liberation
War, hesaid.

On the fresh remand of two
derained Dhaka University teachers
inasecond case, Amu said itwas not
proper. "l think the government
should sit with the teachers o finda
solution," he added.

Jute prices
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Another contributing factor that is
having a negative impact on the
jute markets is that many jute
traders, who used to purchase jute
from farmers and supplied itto jute
mills, are no longer able to con-
tinue jute trading this year. Many of
them are out of funds as the jute
mills still owe them the payment
for the goods delivered lastyear.

Moktarur Rahman from
Mahiganj, who supplies jute to
Latif Bawani Jute Mills, said, "I did
not receive my outstanding bill of
about Tk 35 lakh from the mill. The
condition is similar for other sup-
pliersinthe northern districts,”

"They cannot purchase jute this
year due to shortage of funds. And
this has affected the market
severely," he explained.

Somejurte traders are simply not
interested in jute anymore as they
hadincurred heavylosses lastyear.

Jute dealer Abdul Awal from
Rangﬁlur is among those who had
to sell jute last year at prices lower
than the prices of procurement.
That loss made him decide not to
trade jute this year,

Abul Kashem, assistant director
of Department of Jute in Rangpur,
however, disagreed with the
impression that jute farmers are
not getting right price for their
produce. He argued that superior
quality jute is being sold from Tk
650 to Tk 800 at different markets
including Pirgachha and Kaunia
upazilas of Rangpur, Ulipur of
Kurigram, and E;lm:trﬂara and
Bamondanga of Gaibandha.

The government would soon
pay off the autsmmlin;rl bills of jute
suppliers. Moreover, this year the
jute mills will pay cash for jute, he
added.

A jute supplier from Baderganj,
Abdul Hye, showed his interest to
supply jute to the mills this year to
take advantage of cash payment,
but he was not sure how he would
arrange funds for the procurement.

According to Department of
Agricultural Extension, around
70,000 hectares of land in greater
Rangpur and Dinajpur districts
have been brought under jute
cultivation this year.

Taliban
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from going there.

But this was nothing new, rais-
ing questions as to whether there
was another backroom deal.

Alapanese newspaper reported
Friday that South Korea paid two
million dollars to the hardliners
after Afghan mediators had said a
ransom was the only wayout.

Taliban and Afghan officials
have denied a ransom was
invalved.

In Seoul the end of the hostage
dramathathasﬁrippudnnmiunfﬂr
sixweeksbroughtafloodofrelief.

"Thank God. They are all freed
now," said Je Mi-Sook after her
brother Je Chang-Hee was
released. "My mother is just sob-
bing, she can’tsay anything.”

But the way the hostage crisis
was resolved has also atracted
criticism.

Afghan Foreign Minister
Rangeen Dadfar Spanta said peo-

le might think South Korea had
anded the hardline [slamic militia
apropaganda victory.

He told Germany's RBB radio
that Seoul had informed Afghan
authorities months ago that it
planned to withdraw itssoldiers.

"But if the impression is created
now that the international com-
munity and the Afghan govern-
ment allow themselves to be black-
mailed, then this sends a very
dangerous message," he said.

German politicians also criti-
cised South Korea's handling of the
crisis, with Chancellor Angela
Merkel indicating Berlin would
stand firm in its refusal to negotiate
with the militia over a German
engineer captured more than six
weeksago.

Canadian Foreign Minister
Maxime Bernier said such negotia-
tions "only lead to further acts of
terrorism.”

In Kabul, a spokesman for
President [amid Karzai said the
government only allowed South
Korea to negotiate directly with the
Taliban because the lives of the 19
were atrisk.

“Ifthe question of people'slifeis
concerned, we allow this to happen
under strict conditions...," spokes-
man Homayun Hamidzada rtold
AFE

"There is no victory for the
Taliban," he added.

BNP plans
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Khaleda Zia in a message yesterday
greeted leaders, workers as well as
peaple of all walks of life on the
occasion.

She urged all leaders and work-
ers to remain united in respect for
Zia.

"We will carry out our duties for
the well-being of the country and
the peaple,” sand the farmer prine
minister calling on the partymen to
stand by the flood victims.

Meanwhile, leader of the pro-
reform camp and BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
yesterday paid homage to Ziaur
Rahman and the party faithful who
diedsinceits formationin 1979.

Talking to reporters at his
Gulshan residence, he asked the
BNP units across the country to
observe the anniversary in consul-
tation with the local administra-
tion.

KHALEDA'S TELECONFERENCE
According to New York based
agency News World, Khaleda Zia in

‘ateleconference with leaders of the

BNP US chapter Thursday said
Tarique Rahman cannot indulge in
corruption as a son of late presi-
dent Zia.

"Nobody can prove the allega-
tions against Tarique and he is in
jail due to a political propaganda
campaign against him,” she
claimed, saying thathereldersonis
the one who had initiated reforms
inthe country.

Terming him a ‘reflection of
Ziaur Rahman', the former premier
said those who love Zia should
wage a movement to get Tarique
free.

Ex-Biman men
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aboutthe newairline,”

"Most of the retired 1,877 staffs
have given verbal consent to join-
ing the initiative to run a new air-
line," a member of the organising
committeesaid,

"The seven-member sub-
committee has started its ground-
work," said Zahirul Haque, mem-
ber secretary of the 25-member
organising committee and also a
memberofthe sub-committee.

The committee already sent
leaflets and forms to all the retired
employees seeking their consentin
writing, sources said. .

“After receiving consent letters
from the retired staffs, we will get
the idea about how much money
we can collect from them for the
new airline,” Captain Nasimul
Haque earlier told The Daily Star.

About the primary plan of the
new airline, several members of the
organising committee told The
Daily Star that they would operate
on those routes that were profit-
ablebutleft suspended by Biman.

"The routes to Narita, New York,
Frankfurt and Paris are some of the
profitable ones that Biman
Bangladesh Airlines kept sus-
pended and we have a plan to
operate for those destinations,”
said Captain Nasimul.

"We will surely make profit.
Experience is our capital, we want
to prove that it is possible to make
profitifanairline is run profession-
ally," he said.

Three private airlines -- GMG,
United and Bismillah -- are cur-
rently operating from Bangladesh.

VoIP operators
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aptic line between the submarine
cable in Cox's Bazar and
Chittagong's phone network is cut-
aoff by miscreants, the VSATs pro-
vide aslower but workable back up.
. “Again, we suspect that some
vested interests involved in illegal
VoIP operations, are involved in
snapping the fibre optic line. To
eliminate this, the BTTB must take
the solid fibre optic line of the
Power Grid Company of
Hangladesh (PGCB) as backup. The
PGCB line is set up on high tension
power lines. Miscreants will find it
difficult to snap those. Besides, the
BTTB had signed the primary
agreement to rent the PGCB line for
Tk 20 crore two years ago as a back
upsystem,” the official said.
ILDTS policy highlights
The government framed this policy
amid tight secrecy to avoid pres-
sure or influence from the illegal
hut very powerful VoIP lobbies. Tt
aims at facilitating, liberalising and
legitimising ILDTS including VoIP.
“The palicy is primarily focused on
raviding affordable communica-
iun means to people... encourag-
'i g local entrepreneurs, encourag-
ing new technologies to grow and
ensuring due earning of revenue
fpr the government,” says its pref-
ace.
| The 13-page policy's most
important aspect is the licence
awarding procedure. It says, "IGW,
ICX and IX licences will be issued
only to Bangladeshi entities...
Foreign entities... and non-
resident Bangladeshi entities
¢annot be eligible to the
wners/Directors/ Shareholders/
nvestors/Partners of these
licencee entities. All financial
fransactions must be through a
scheduled bank of Bangladesh."

The licences will be awarded
through openauction.

IGW, ICX and IX operators will
issue [nitial Public Offer (IPO) in
thestock market of Bangladesh.

' IP Telephony licences will be
issued only to the holders of ISP
operators licence except
PSTN/PLMN operators having ISP
licences.

The licence shall not be trans-
ferable.

. The policy notes, “Indiscrimate
use of VSAT has been one of the
means of conducting unauthor-
ised VoIP call business. As such itis
crucial to control unauthorised use
of VSAT. VSAT will not be allowed
for voice services except IGWs,
VSAT connected to [Xs will be
allowed for datd’ communication
only.”

All operators will provide call detail
record and any other monitoring
facilities of voice and data calls for
on-line and off-line monitoring by
the BTRC.

IllegalVoIP operations

A source pointed out that the drive
against illegal VoIP operation
launched earlier this year surpris-
ingly revealed that all mobile and
30-plus Public Switch Telephone
Network (PSTN) companies as well
as majority ol the ISP§ were
involved in this illegal activity.
These include City Cell,
Grameenphone, AKTEL and
Banglalink.

Cases have been lodged agninst
these companies and the BTRC is
considering financially penalising
eachofthem.

“Some companies, admitting
their misdeeds, are literally bar-
gaining with the BTRC on how
much penalty is justified for them -
- whether it should be a few hun-
dred crore taka or a thousand
crore,” notesa source.

"Official figures show that we
have. 17 million paid minutes of
overseas calls every day. This used
to be just 8 million paid minutes
before the February drive against
illegal VolP operation,” he paints
out.

“But according to our interna-
tional telecom sources, outgoing
and incoming overseas calls in
Bangladesh stand at a stunning 70
million minutes. This means we
have not succeeded in uprooting
illegal VoIP operations ... This also
means that there is a largely
untapped legal business opportu-
nity here.”
Newinvestoruncertainty
As setting up each of the IGs
demands as much as Tk 300 crore
investment, the biggest question is
whether the BTRC would get any
bidder not already involved in
telecom or [SP business. "There is
also this question whether there is
any investor of this magnitude with
cleanmoney,” thesource noted.

The BTRC hopes that solid
investors backed by banks would
springup atthe bid.

“The BTRC bid may fail, and
then we might consider other
options, But as it stands today, the
business proposition is very strong.
Even if we consider setting up the
I1Gs to handle the 17 million minute
calls per day, with per minute call
charge of only 3 US cents, we are
talking about a revenue of 186
million dollars,” headds.

According to him, an investor
forIG or ICX would recover the cost
of investment within 18 months
éven after giving up to 82 percent of
the gross revenue to the govern-
mentand the BTRC. Then onwards,
the IG operator will get huge
returns.

Policy criticism

Phone companies are critical
about the policy's investment
restriction saying that it will ulti-
mately make overseas calls costly

"and affectend-users.

“This policy aims at creating
middlemen. Majority of the sub-
scribers are mobile phone users.

' §6, Wheén the new system adds new

operators, they would charge the
phone companies extra for each
call. This charge will be ultimately
passed on to the subseribers,” said
an executive of a phone company
requesting notto be named.

Besides, the new investars will
lack the level of efficiency that the
phone companies have.

Regarding investment, he said,
“I guess there will be new business
consortiums, instead of just one
investor for each of the bid. Surely
the phone companies will notbe in
this field even indirectly. We hope
the BTRC follows strict transpar-
ency and does not favour certain
quarters.” E

120 Pak soldiers
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amid rising violence in the country,
including a militant attack on a
military checkpoint before dawn
Friday thatkilled two soldiers.

. No fighting occurred in the cap-
tureofthe soldiers, said aseniorarmy
officer who spoke on condition of
anonymity inline with policy.

- Tribal elders have intervened at
therequest of Pakistani authorities to
try to free the soldiers, the security
official said. "This misunderstanding
has been removed,” the official wld
The Associated Press. "The missing
soldiers have been traced and they
are safe, and would return to their
basesoon.”

A pro-Taliban militant leader
whose men seized the soldiers
claimed far more troops were
involved than authorities had
reported.

"About 300 soldiers were present
in our areas. We captured them,
snatched their weapons and later
shifted them to different places,” the
militant saidina telephone call tothe
AP

The militant, who refused to give
his name and spoke from an undis-
closed locaton by maobile phone,
confirmed that elders had reached
out. "We have taken no decision to
free the soldiers," said the militant,
whose voice was recognized by an AP
reporter.

Meanwhile, dozens of Islamic

Cholera death
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More doctors had been dispatched
to districts affected by the outbreak
ofdisease, Basu said.

“The administration is taking
every possible step to counter chol-
era," Orissa Chief Minister Naveen
‘Patnaiksaid onWednesday.

The cholera outbreak erupted last
weelk in the districts of Rayagada and
Koraput, 500km southwest of
Bhubaneswar, officials said.

It has spread to Kalahandi and
Gajapatidistricts, officials said.

"It is the complacency of the
gavernment that has led to the situa-
tion," said opposition Congress state
leader |B Patnayak, who has called
forthe government's resignation.

"Thisisanepidemic,” hesaid.

militants attacked a military check-
point in northwestern Pakistan
before dawn Friday, killing at least
two soldiers and wounding six oth-
ers, policesaid.

eattack happened in Gul Bagh,
avillage in the Swat valley, about 150
miles northeast of Peshawar, the
capital of North West Frontier
Province, said Mohammed Hafeez,
theregion's policechief.

As the injured and dead were
being transported to a hospital, a car
bomﬁ went off near a police vehicle
escorting the ambulances, but it was
not clear whether there were any
casualties fromthe blast, he said.

Pakistanis a key US ally in the war
on terror. Violence blamed on
Islamicmilitants has spiked inrecent
weeks in northwestern Pakistan,
including in the North and South
Waziristan tribal areas bordering
Afghanistan.

The rising violence also comes
amid increased US pressure on
Pakistan's Washingron-backed
leader, President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, to do more to crack down
on militants near the frontier, where
a recent US intelligence report sug-
gestedal-Qaedamayberegrouping.

Hasina's wealth
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She hasabout Tk 2 crore deposited in
eight accounts with Sonali, Rupali,
Pubaliand Agranibanks,

In the statement, properties
owned by Hasina include a jute
warehouse on ten kathas of land at
Dighulia in Khulna. The jute ware-
house worth about Tk 50 lakh is
shown as a property inherited from
Hasina's mother Fazilatunnesa
Mujib.

Ten kathas of land and a pond on
six katha at Gopalganj is also shown
as her property inherited from her
grandfather Sheikh Lutfar Rahman.
She and her sister Sheikh Rehana
jointly inherited several bighas of
land fromherfatherinTungipara.

Hasina also owns two cars she
received as gifts from ALleaders.

Sudha Sadan residence worth
about Tk 50 lakh in the name of her
husband at Dhanmondi in the capi-
talhasalso beenshownas property.

Fresh flood
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of Tepa Kharibari union, said
Chairman of the union Rabiul
Tslam,

Flood Forecasting and Warning
Centre meanwhile reported that
Sylhet is experiencing flash flood,
but the situation was likely to
improveinnext 24 hours.

Two major rivers the Jamuna
and the Padma are showing more
or less a falling trend, but may rise
atsome pointsinnext two days.

Saarc states
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recommended nine sub-regional
and regional projects including a
rail corridor between Colombo and
‘Chennai and air connectivity
between Male-New Delhi and New
Delhi-Islamabad among others for
consideration of the Saarc member
states,

"Members states would be
examining the viability and desir-
ability of these projects for report-
ing to the third meeting of the inter-
governmental group on transport
scheduled to be held in SriLankain
the second of week of March next
year," an official press note said
afterthe meeting.

The meeting deliberated on the
report of the Saarc Regional
Multimodal Transport Study
(SRMTS) prepared and funded by
the Asian Development Bank and
recommended extending the study
to include Afghanistan.

The participating ministers
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, also elected India's
Shipping, Road Transport and
Highways Minister T R Baalu as the
chairperson ofthe meeting,

Baalu said there should be a
focussed list of road, rail, waterand
aviation corridors, which are easily
implementable.

"We should strengthen the air
connectivity with the Saarc capitals
which are not yet directly linked to
accelerate the connectivity," he
said.

UN expert
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their client in prison -- felt pres-
sured, having only met with her at
the end of hearings. The lawyers
also had difficulties accessing case
files and other important informa-
tion, "thus compromising their
ability to ensure an adequate
defence,” he said.

“The atmosphere during the

trial was n-.pnrmdlw
with military and polfee presence”

Russian police hunt
tfor fugitive
oil billionaire

AFP, Moscow

Russia issued an international arrest
warrant on Friday for a fugitive oil
billionaire who has denounced a
campaign of "unprecedented perse-
cution" against himby the Kremlin,

Authorities are seeking the arrest
of Mikhail Gutseriyev, CEO of oil
major Russneft until he resigned last
month following a series of tax fraud
inquiries that he said were aimed at
forcinghimout of the business.

He has since fled to London,
according to Russian newspaper
reports.

"There is an international arrest
order out for him, The information
has been passed on to Interpol. We
cannotrevealwherewethinkheis," a
spokesman for Russia's interior
ministry told AFP.

Guitserivev's presence in Britain
could exacerbate diplomatic ten-
sions between Moscow and London,
which are already at adds over the
extradition of Russian nationals
wanted in Russia, such as fugitive
oligarch Boris Berezovsky.

Russneft, not to be confused with
state-controlled Rosneft, Russia's
main oil producer, isone ofthetap 10
energy companies in Russia,
accounting for around 2.8 percent of
total production.

OnThursday, Vagit Alekperoy, the
CEO of top private Russian oil pro-
ducer Lukoil, expressed concern
about the growing role of state com-
panies in the energyindustry.

For many industry observers, the
inquiries against Gutseriyev are
reminiscent of the fate of anather
maverick oil billionaire: Mikhail
Khodorkovsky, whose Yukos empire
was once Russia's biggest oil pro-
ducer. ;

In a series of tax investigations
widely seen as steered by the
Kremlin, Yukos was dismantled
starting from 2003, and
Khodarkovsky is now serving out an
eight-year prison sentence in far
eastern Siberiafor fraud.

While Khodorkovsky was arrested
bv{ﬁm;mkml and gun-toting security
officers in his private jet on an air
strip in Siberia, though, Gutseriyev
has so far managed to escape from
Russian police,

After a warrant was issued for his

IDB
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rural infrastructure and power.
Ahmad Mohammad Ali assured the

v:'ﬂs?we adviser of [IDB's further
cooperationinthe years to come.

bath outside and inside the court-
room, and access of the public and
the media to the courtroom was
considerably restricted,” Despouy
said,

The UN expert further said
these alleged irregularities violate
the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR), which
Bangladesh has ratified, and also
called on the country's authorities
to respect Sigma's right toa fairand
public trial during any appeals
process.

Besides, UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights
Louise Arbour yesterday said her
office is seeking clarification ahout
the situation surrounding Sigma
Huda's conviction and possible
appeal.

The office of the HCHR is seek-
ing confirmation directly from
Bangladesh government, the UN
mission in Dhaka and Sigma's
relatives.

The high commissioner noted
that in a statement last month, UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon,
after requesting and receiving
information from Bangladesh on
the nature of the charges brought
against Sigma and their linkages to
her functions as Special
Rapporteur, concluded that she is
not being tried on charges related
to her work as a UN independent
expert.

Indoor politics
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"The decision on lifting the ban on
indoor politics would be taken at
the highest level of the govern-
ment," he added.

The military-backed interim
administration slapped the ban on
indoor politics on March 7 and the
law enforcers locked offices of the
political parties.

A day after the EC's announce-
ment for talks with the 15 parties,
the advisory committee on law and
order at a meeting discussed the
currentsituation.

The government had already
planned to lift the ban, and things
would have been different had
there been no incident at Dhaka
University, he told reporters after
the meeting.

Meanwhile, senior political
leaders seem divided over the
necessity for withdrawal of the ban
for the talks to take place.

"The Awami League should be
prepared for the dialogue even in
the case of restrictions not being
withdrawn," AL Presidium
Member Amir Hossain Amu told
reporters yesterday.

"Given that the government
won't cause any obstruction, [ see
no problem in sitting with the
Election Cornmission with the ban
still in force,” he said contradicting
many of his party colleagues' view.

On the other hand, Adviser to
the BNP chairperson Brig Gen
{retd) ASM Hannan Shah said it is
not possible to take partin the ralks
with the EC as long as the ban is
there.

The IDB president also assured
the Bangladesh government of
providing assistance for rehabilita-
tion of the flood-hit people in
Bangladesh. He said they will send a
mission soon for making an assess-
ment of damage caused by the
floods.

The IDB approved about 3520
million for Bangladesh as economic
assistance as of January 2007. In
addidon, it also provided $4,187
million as trade financing, mainly for
impaortingerudeoil by the BPC.

Addressing the 24th annual
general meeting (AGM) of Islami
Bank Bangladesh Limited (IBBL} at
China-Bangladesh Friendship
Conference Centre in the morning,
the DB president said Banglades
will receive § 2 billion from the
[slamic Solidarity Fund for
Development (ISFD) to implement
povertyalleviation schemes.

IDB has designed $ 10 billion fund
to reduce poverty in {18 member
countries under a 10-year
pro me.

"We've undertaken a massive
initiative toalleviate poverty from the
member countries, including
Hangladesh," hesaid,

He said Bangladesh has set up a
model of working with the poor and
IDB will be very keen to replicate the
model elsewhere, specially in Africa.

arrest in Russia on Tuesday, Russian

newspapers said he had fled to

Britain via Azerbaijan, an oil-rich

state to the south of Russia whose

E:esident llham Aliyev is a personal
iend.

A spokesman for the British
embassy in Moscow said British
autharities could not comment on
any visa applications. Azerbaijani
officials this week denied Gutseriyev
wasinthe country.

In his resignation letter last
month, the oil billionaire said he had
suffered "unprecedented persecu-
tion" atthe hands of Russian authori-
ties to force him out of the energy
business.

"They told me | could take the
ua_sg way out. [ refused,” Gutseriyev
said.

Last week, Gutseriyev's son
Chingiskhan, himself a seniorexecu-
tive in his father's businesses, was
reported dead in what the
Kommersant daily described as
mysterious circurnstances.

Chingiskhan, who attended an
elite private schoolin Britain and was
a graduate of Warwick University,
was said in several news reports to
have died of a brain haemorrhage
following an accidentin his Ferrariin
Moscow.

But Kommersant said Moscow
police had no record of acar accident
involving Chingiskhanand that there
was no sign of him being treated in
all:ll{f Moscow® hospital. Russneft
officials said the death was a tragic
accident.

The fate of Russneft is also a
mystery.

Gutseriyev carliecr announced the
sale of the company to Kremlin-
friendly metals tycoon Oleg
Deripaska, but the deal appears to
have stalled after Russian authorities
froze the company's assets pending
aninguiry.

Bush urges

FROM PAGE 16

and vitality, they're externally
focused in order to get the raw mate-
rials they need, but if they ever tum
haostile, [ would be concerned about
the military,” Bush said.

Bush said his administration
spends "a lot of time on China” and

at Washington had good relations
with both China and Japan, two
traditional rivals in Asia. He said it
was important for the United States
to be an "active presence in Asia to
make sure that old tensions don't
flareup.”

Healso urged countrigs consider-
ing pulling out toops 1o base’ their
decisions on restoring the country's
security, saying the US needs "all our
coalition partners” inlraq.

"Tunderstand that everybody has
got their own internal politics. My
only point is that whether it be
Afghanistan or Iraq, we've got more
work to do. We, the free world, have
gotmoreworktodo.”

Australia has about 1,600 troops
in and around [raq, 550 of them in
combat roles. The timing and cir-
cumstances of the troops' with-
drawal is a political issue in Australia
as it heads toward national elections
duebyearly next year.

Labour opposition leader Kevin
Rudd, who apinion polls suggest is
headed for victory in the elections,
has pledged to set a timetable for
withdrawing Australian combat
troops from Irag. Prime Minister
John Howard has refused to set a
timetable.

Bush said in the interview he
would meet Rudd during his visit to
Australin next week, and that he
would be glad to explain to Rudd why
he believed victory in Irag was
important,

"What [ ask if he were to win (the
election) is that he consider the
conditions on the ground before
making decisions,” Bush said,
"What matters is success, and 1
believe we can be successful.”

FROM PAGE 1
discussionswere taking place.

He said Mmhﬁm? was rying to
“thrash out differences with nElng
party leadership, which opposes an
amendment which will pave the way
for Benazir or Sharif to hold the prime
minister'soffice for the third term.”

Sharif said on Thursday that he
would fly home on September 10 after
seven years in exile to lead a "decisive
baule” against Musharraf, who ousted
him in a coup in 1999, and contest
generalelections dueby early 2008,

Benazir, considered a nawral ally
for Musharmaf because of her more
liberalstance, hasalso pledged to come
back from her exile over corruption
charges, although she is still pushing
the presidentforapact.

Her Pakistan People's Party, the
country's largest, said that it was still
waiting for a response from the presi-
dent's camp but dismissed reports it
haddelivered adeadlineof Friday.

Musharraf, who has kept his army
rusitiun.-;inu.-wjzing;mwizmb{ood-

ess coup in 1999, "has said he's going
to deal with this issue and made a
commitment to deal with this issue in
accordance with the constitution,”
State Deiamnent spokesman Tom
Caseysai

"That's a commitment he has
mace. We expect him to honour that
commitment,” Casey said, when asked
whether Washington wanted
Musharraf, a key US "war on terror"
ally, topive up his military role.

Hedeclinedtoelaborateonwhathe
meantby Musharrafs commitment to
deal with the uniform issue in accor-
dancewiththeconstitution.

But a senior US official told AFP "it
actually means he (Musharmaf) has
given us assurance that he is going to
resolve the issue of the dual leadership
and he s going to do that in the near

[ErmL.

US reminds Musharrat

"Does it mean before elections or
after elections? L justcan'tgetinto that,"
said the official, speaking on condition
ofanonymity.

But he added, "I don't think we are
tryingto sendanysignal there,

"We just like to see the issue
resolved so that the other challenges
facing Pakistanis -- the extremist chal-
lenge, the challenge of governing the
tribal areas effectively can be
addressed by moderate elements in
Pakistan."

Musharmf has come under pres-
sure over the government's inability to
quell extremist violence in wibal dis-
tricts bordering Afghanistan an
attacksinothercities.

The president is resisting pressure
from ex-premier Benazir Bhutto (o
declare whether he will step down as
army chief under a possible power-
sharingdeal.

The 54-year-old Benazir, Pakistan's
first fernale leader, wants Musharmaf
quitthemilitary before hestands for re-
election for another five-year term in
SeptemberorQOctaber. ;

"On the uniform issue, the presi-
dent will take a decision on the basis of
law -- there is no decision yet,"
Information Minister Muhammad Ali
Duwrmani told reporters in Islamabad
aftermeetingMusharmafThursday.

But a minister close to Musharaf
said a day eardier that both sides had
agreed on his military role. Railways
Minister Sheikh Rashid told AFP that
unﬂm fewpointsremainedtobesettled
and that theuniformwas "nolongeran
issue.”

Also piling the pressure on
Musharmaf is the Pakistan Supreme
Court's agreement Wednesday to hear
a legal challenge against his role as
army chief. The lawsuit was filed by the
head of Pakistan's coalition of Islamist
parties.




