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T BY EXTORTIONISTS
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62 NGO branch offices
stop operation in
Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

At least 62 branch offices
(Kendra) of three major NGOs
have stopped operation in differ-
ent areas of Khagrachhari district
following threat by extortionists.

* Twelve of them were 'closed’
on Thursday as the offices did not
fulfill the demand for toll, sources
inthe NGOs said.

Of the closed offices, 26 are of
Grameen Bank (GB) and 18 each
of Brac and ASA. Eight GB offices
and four of ASA and Brac were
closed on Thursday and the rest
were closed since the menace
began about four months ago, the
sources said:

They said extortionists
demanded toll up to Tk 5 lakh
from an NGO office. The offices
are in different areas in
Maischhari, Bichitala,
Gugrachhari under Mohalchhari
upazilas in the district.

The offices stopped operation
as extortionists threatened offi-
cials with death or kidnapping as
they did not comply with their
demand, the sources told this
correspondent.

Following 'closure' of the
offices, realisation of over Tk 50
lakh micro credit given to poor
hill people has become uncer-
tain. Most of the recipients were

indigenous people, the sources
said.

GB, Brac and ASA had offices at
Maischhari, Gugrachhari,
Thalipara, Bichitala and
Joysenpara in Mohalchhari
upazila; Bibonchhara and
Munigrame Perachhara in
Khagrachhari Sadar upazila;
Babuchhara, Baradom and
Babuparain Dighinala upazila.

The extortionists also threat-
ened loanees not to repay their
loan installments. Over 3,000
loanees are not paying their
installments as toll collectors also
threatened them, NGO officials
and some loanees said,

Quoting NGO officials,
Khagrachhari police said armed
youths of different ethnic com-
munities demanded over Tk 20
lakh tolls from NGO offices since
last Sunday. Failing to comply
with the demand, the officials
kepttheir offices closed.

Loanee Madhu Monghal
Chakma at Maischhari in
Mohalchhari upazila told this
correspondent that extortionists
threatened him with death if he
paidloaninstaliment.

Khagrachhari district manager
of ASA, Bithika Chakma, said their
21 offices in Bhaibonchhara,
Perachhara, Shibmandhir in
Sadar upaziladisbursed over Tk 18

lakh loans. "I am now warried how
to collect the money”, she said.
“Toll collectors belonging to

Kabir said three toll collectors

' have been arrested and a drive is

ethic communities stopped all |

our branch offices. We informed
joint force and police", she said.

Seeking anonymity, a |
Grameen Bank official said their |

26 offices are now closed. It dis- |
bursed at least Tk 25 lakh micro

credit among about 2,000
loanees. Weekly repayment of
around Tk 2.5 lakh installments is
nowstopped, he said.

The official said some more

Grameen Bank offices are facing
closure as the extortionists are |

annoyed and angry after filing of
cases with police.

An official of Khagrachhari

district Brac office said they dis-
bursed over Tk 10 lakh loans
trough different branch offices.
The loanees are not paying
weekly installments following
threat by toll collectors, he said.
Contacted, Kazi Helal Uddin,

officer-in-charge of

Khagrachhari Sadar police sta-
tion, said he submitted a report to
higher authorities for action as
his small force with poor logistics
is too inadequate to take action
against organised gangs of extor-
tionists.

Khagrachhari Police
Superintendent Khandakar Lutful

on to nab the rest criminals.
Some sources claimed that
maost of the toll collectors belong

" to United Peoples Democratic

Front (UPDF), a party of indige-
nous people that opposed the
Chirttagong Hill Tracts peace
accord signed in 1997 between
the then Awami League govern-
ment and Parbattya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) led
by Joitirindriya Bodhipriya
Larmaalias Shantoo Larma.

In remote Munigrame area
alone, UPDF cadres demanded
Tk 5 lakh toll from different NGO
offices, the sources claimed.

Earlier, Grameen Bank author-
ities filed two cases with
Dighinala police station on May
14 as toll collectors forcibly
closed some of its offices for toll.
After filing of the cases, joint
forces arrested alleged toll collec-
tor Nagor Chakma from Baradom
villagein Dighinala.

Acting on his confession, joint
forces arrested their alleged
godfather Tatindra Lal Chakma
and Santushito Chakma from
Nenchi Bazar and Mohazonpara
in Khagrachhari Sadar upazila,
They were produced before
court, which sent them to jail,
police sources said.
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Another extortion
case against-
Kalaroa Jubo Dal

president
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

An extortion case was filed yester-
day against nine BNF men includ-
ing detained Jobo Dal leader
AshrafHossain.

Ashraf Hossain is president of
Kalaroa Jubo Dal, youth front of
BNP, and chairman of Keragachhi
Union Parishad (UP).

Chairman in Kalaroa upazila
allegedly for demanding toll and
snatching six cattle heads for non-
compliance,

With this, Ashraf Hossain faces
two extortion cases, filed with
Kalaroa policestation, policesaid.

Ashraf Hossain was arrested by
joint forces on January 28,

Cattle trader Ainal Haque of
Boalia village in Kalaroa upazila
filed the case. Jer alleged that
Ashraf Hossain demanded Tk one
lakh as toll on January 12, 2003
and snatched six cattle from him
ashedid not pay themoney.

The other accused include
Atiar Rahman, Sohrab Hossain,
Sharifand Rahmat Ullah.

On February 3, 2003, Ashraf
Hossain and his men snatched six
cattle at Panchpota village when
he was going to Kalaroa market to
sell those, the complainant
alleged in the case.

Earlier, on April 19, Abdur
Rahman of Boalia village filed
another case with Kalaroa police
station against Ashraf Hossain as
he did not pay him Tk 3,06,240 as
the price of sanitary goods taken
lastyear,

On contact, Kalaroa police
station officer-in-charge Farid
Uddin confirmed filing of the
cases.

Ashraf Hossain was a close aide
to former BNP lawmaker Habibul
Islam Habib, elected in 2001 from
Satkhira-1 (Tala-Kalaroa constitu-
ency) as a candidate of BNP led 4-
partyalliance.
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PHOTO: STAR
As the sun sets, a staff fixes a bamboo fence to close the door of Kalikaprashad highway police outpost with
sacks hungatop.

Hard task, poor logistics

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Kishoreganj

Kalikaprashad highway police
outpost is assigned to patrol
about 100 km highway from
Kishoreganj to Kanchpur bride
in MNarayonganj to keep it safe
from robbers and miscreants.
But the outpost can hardly be
called a palice station and logis-
tics are too inadequate to the
job.

The outpostis housed ina tin-
shed abandoned by labourers
who had stayed there years back
when the road was renovated by
the Roads and Highways depart-
ment.

Sacks are hung on its lone
door and two windows as a pro-
tection from rain as there ate no
shutters. Inside, there is one

table.

The outpost is manned by 16
policemen but there is no sitting
arrangement in the shed for a
meeting, said Officer-in-Charge
Md. Mohiuddin Sheikh during a
visit.

The costly patrol car is kept
nearby under the open sky.

The policemen have rented a
house in the village near the
outpost. Those not on duty
spend the night there.

The fuel they are allotted daily
can run the patrol car about 25
kilometres but they are assigned
to patrol the 100 km highway.

There is no safe place in the
outpost to keep arms. Cops have
to keep arms with them always,
whether they are on duty or nor,
OC Mohiuddin said.
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Ensure rights
of Harijans

Seminarin Kushtia told

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

" Speakers at a seminar here yester-

day stressed on ensuring the
Constitutional rights of Harijans, a
neglected community in society.

FAIR, a local NGO working for
development of Harijans, organised
the seminar at its seminar room in
collaboration with Manusehr Jonno,
aDhakabased NGO.

Nazrul Islam, former deputy
director of Social Welfare
Department presided the seminar.

In hiskeynote paper, FAIR official
Niranjan Kumar Biswas said the
children of Harijans are being
deprived of their right to education
in mast of the schools in the district.
Althaugh a few of the schools allow
their studentship in schools, but
they are not treated equally. Even, in
some cases, Harijan children are not
allowed to sit with other children, he
said. He urged to eliminate the
manmade social discrimination.

Among others, former lawmaker
Advocate Badrudozza Gama, FAIR
executive director Dewan
Aktaruzzaman, Advocate Rajib
Ahsan Ranju, Sunil Chakrabarty,
Shahana Ahmed Talukdar, Sohel
Bashphore and The Daily Star corre-
spondentAmanur Aman addressed.

Anniversary of |
Prof Nadira's
death today

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Thesixthanniversary of death of Prof
Nadira Sultana, a renowned educa-
tionist, will be observed here today.

Various programmes have been
chalked out to mark the occasion.
The programmes include discus-
sion, Quran Khwani, milad mahifil
and offering of prayers.

Late Prof Madira was the wife of
Fazlur Rahman Siddiquee, local
correspondent of The News Today
and mother of Dr Fayela Sabrun
Siddiquee and Engineer Nabil
Imran Siddiquee. She died of lung
cancer on September 1, 2001. At
that time, she was serving as an
assistant professor of Mathematics
department. at Ananda Mohon
Government College.

Well-known as a dedicated
and popular teacher of the col-
lege, specially among girl stu-
dents, Nadira Sultana joined
Muminunnisa Government
Women's College in 1981 as a
lecturer of Mathematics. There
she served till the year of 2001.
She was a strict disciplinarian
and served the college hostel as
its first superintendent very
skillfully for 14 years till her
demise.

Open House Day
observed in 3 dists

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Open House Day was observed in
Pabna, Kushtia and Bandarban
districts yesterday with a call for
cooperation of police and public
forimprovement of the standard of
police service.

Police department organised
thedayinall the three districts.

Our Pabna Correspondent
reports: A meeting was held at
Pabna Sadar police station where
Pabna superintendent of police
(SP) AFM Masum Rabbani pre-
sided and the deputy inspector
general (DIG) of police of Rajshahi,
AKM Shahidul Haque was present
aschiefguest.

While addressing, the DIG said
that erime would be eradicated
from society through introduction
of community policing.

The DIG said people-police
cordial relationship would grow
through thissystem.

Harller, a colourful procession
was brought out in the district
town. Pabna Pourasabha organised
the procession where police offi-
cials and community policemen
here took part.

Among others, President of
Pabna district community policing
Advocate Md Mohiuddin, Principle
of Pabna Edward College Prof
Abdus Salam, Dr Sarwar Jahan

Fayaz addressed.

Our Kushtia correspondent
reports: Open House Day was
observed in all seven police sta-
tions in the district. The police
stations are Kushtia Sadar,
Bheramara, Daultpur, Mirpur,
Kumarkhali, Knoksa and Islamic
University ([U).

Kushtia SP Gazi Jasim Uddin
attended all the programmes as
chiefguest.

Elite, businessmen, journalists,
Union Parishad (UP) leaders and
general people attended the meet-

gs.

Our Bandarban correspondent
reports: A meeting was held with
active participation of general
public at the service delivery room
ofthe police station.

Bandarban SP. Mohammed
Abdul Kader presided the meeting.

Local people called for increas-
ing police patrol in the municipal-
[ty area to strengthen the anti-drug
thrive.

Among others, Mizanur
Rahman Biplab, Chairman of
Bandarban pourasobha,
Additional SP Mosarraf Hossan
Majh, and Assetent Police Super
Abdul Quayum addressed.

Businessmen, public represen-
tatives, social workers, lawyers,
journalist and senior citizens of the
districtattended.
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He said 25 litres of fuel are
allotted monthly for the lone
motorbike in the outpost, which
keeps it running for a few days.
The patrol car gets 10 litres of
fuel aday.

Mohiuddin said, he can not
supervise on-duty staff due to
lack oflogistics.

He said there are many
important spots on the highway.
These include Kachpur bridge
area in Narayonganj, Sibpur and
Vitimorjal in Norshingdi and
Bhairob and Katiadi areas in
Kishoreganj.

All these points are used by
drug traffickers and hijackers, he
admitted. Night coaches from
Sylhet, Kishoreganj, Bhairab,
Comilla and Chittagong cross
the l\'mt.hpur bridge polnl
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