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Banks told
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While the order to freeze Khaleda's
account was delayed, she and her
sons Tarique Rahman and Koko in
July-August applied to the NBR to
let them legalise their undisclosed
maney.

The NBR okayed Khaleda's Tk
1.30 crore undisclosed money on
payment of Tk 33 lakh tax this
month but rejected Tarique and
Koko's bid to legalise Tk 18 lakhand
Tk 1.5 crore respectively by paying
atotal taxand fine of Tk 44 lakh.

Wednesday's NBR notice iden-
tified Khaleda with various names -
- Begum Khaleda Zia, Mrs Khaleda
Zia, Khaleda Zia and Mrs Khaleda
Rahman -- using the same address
House-6, Shaheed Moinul Road,
Dhaka Cantonment,

The nine other family members
are Koko's wife Syeda Shamila
Rahman and their daughters
Zafira Rahman and Zahiya
Rahman; Khaleda's nephew Saiful
Islam and relatives Md Mozaffar
Hossain, Rashida Begum, Rupa
Shikdar, Md Abul Khaer and
Faridun Fatema.

The notice asked all banks to
freeze and provide information on
individual or joint current or sav-

ings accounts, term deposits, loan
accounts, foreign currency
accounts, credit card, vault, locker
and various types of savings instru-
ments. The banks will also pravide
the NBR with transaction records.

In a similar fashion on August 2,
the NBR had directed all commer-
cial banks to freeze the accounts of
Awami League (AL) President
Sheikh Hasina, her husband Dr M
Wazed Miah, sister Sheikh Rehana,
son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, daughter
Saima Wazed Putul, and Rehana's
husband Dr Shafiq Siddique.

But within a week, Finance
Adviser Mirza Azizul Islam told The
Daily Star that if the family mem-
bers badly needed money, the
government may relax the NBR
order.

This consideration came
because Wazed Miah was critically
ill and under reatment. Besides,
Hasina's lawyers had expressed
concern about continuing the
operations of Bangabandhu
Memaorial Museum, Bangabandhu
Memarial Trust and Welfare Trust
for Grenade Attack Victims since
the accounts of those non-profit
organisations were also frozen.

Two DU teachers
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(CMM) Court, Dhaka at 2:30pm after
the end of their previous E:lur—day
remands yesterday.

Police petitioned the court to

lace them ona 10-dayremand each
orinterrogationin the newcase,

In the forwarding report of the
first case, investigation officer (10)
Sub-Inspector (SI} Ali Asgar Khan
said the accused have admited to
having involvement in the incidents
mentioned in the first information
report (FIR).

Besides, they have given some
vital information about vandalism at
different points across the campus.
So, they sﬂauld be in custody till the
investigation is completed, added
thelO.

SI Sirajul Islam of Shahbagh
Police Station submitted the petition
for the detainees to be shown
arrested in the new case and sought
for a further 10-day remand for
interrogation.

The case was filed against some
6,000 unnamed students, teachers
and outsiders for vandalising public
and private property, obstructing the
work of the police, and pelting the
law enforcers with stones at DU on
August 22, ;

Sirajul, also the 10, said the infor-
mation gleaned so far sugpests that
the accused had endorsed proces-
sions, chanting slogans and the
unruly students’ going on the ram-
page on and around the campus
between 10:00am and 4:00pm that
day.

Besides, they took position at
different points and made state-
ments seeEing to incite the students
and outsiders to tear into the army
postatthe DU gymnasium.

Provoked, the unruly mob set fire
to tyresand other lammable objects,
barricaded the roads and damaged
public property. They also threw

irujectiles at the policemen on duty,
Eu! said adding that the two need to
he questioned for information that
might lead to capture of the other
accused.

STATEMENTS OFTEACHERS
During the hearing yesterday, the
defence lawyers appealed to the
court to allow the academics to
describe where they have been kept
and how they have been treated in
captivity.

In reply, the magistrate said he
would not record what they would
sayinthecourtroom.

Breaking down into sobs, Dr
Harun told the court that he was
taken to different unknown places in
the name of interrogation aver the
last one week. He could not sleep

- evenforamomentduring the time.

The social science dean said he
was at his office when the incident
took place. He tried his best to defuse
the situation buttonoavail.

Dr Anwar said that along with

Harun he too was taken to different
places, blindfolded. The interroga-
tors forced them to watch the other
arrestees getthrashings.

Also the dean of bioscience, he
pleaded with the court not to send
them in custoady for further interro-
gation. Ifnecessary, the police should

interrogate them at the jail gate,
Anwaradded.
DEFENCESUBMISSION

The counsels for the defence yester-
daysubmitted two petitions--one for
cancellationofthe remand orderand
the other for medical tests of the
arrestees.

They sought court orders allow-
ing the confined DU professors to
havesome medical testsinlinewitha
High Court directive to determine if
thepersontobe quizzedisfit.

Moving the petitions, Advocate
Rezaur Rahman said their clients'
names were not included in the FIR.
They were blindfolded and tortured
mentallyincustody.

In no way could a university
teacher dedicated to moulding the
students into nation-builders com-
mit the offences mentioned in the
case, thelawyeraddecd.

Additional police forces were
deployed on the court premises to
avoid any untoward (ncident.

UK gives $20m

FROMPAGE 1

help in providing financial assis-
tance for compiling a voter list with
photo ID and we welcome the
Election Commission's commit-
ment to a roadmap for elections by
the end of 2008 or sooner, should
the voter list and electoral reforms
be completed ahead ofschedule.”

Under the PERP, Bangladesh's
vater list will be compiled using
software that electronically records
voter information from a registra-
tion form, It will also use digital
photographs and fingerprint
scans. The methodology was devel-
oped by the Bangladesh Election
Commission (BEC) with support
from a team of both national and
international consultants who
worked in close consultation with
the BEC.

The PERP project is being
implemented by Bangladesh's
Election Commission, the consti-
tutional body responsible for
conducting elections. The PERP is
jointly funded by the government
of Bangladesh, UNDF, the UK
government, the EC, and the gov-
ernments of Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland, Denmark,
Netherlands and South Korea.
UNDP is coordinating the contri-
butions through a pooled UNDP
project.

No seats for 1.2 lakh
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Otherwise, the very purpose of
higher education will be defeated,”
hetold The Daily Star.

He suggested introducing dou-
ble shift or evening shift in public
universities and well-reputed col-
leges tomeet the presentcrisis,

Public universities including
BUET, DU, Jahangirnagar
University (JU), Rajshahi University
(RU) and Chittagong University
{CU), public medical colleges and
sumne renowned colleges under the
SU have only 22,500 seats, Of these,
#10 seats are in BUET, around 4,500
in DU, around 1,100 inJU and 1,450
in public medical colleges, sources
mentioned.

The authorities do not yet have
any plans to increase the number of
seats. :

Meanwhile, taking advantage of
this situation, coaching centres
have mushroomed in the capital
and other divisional headquarters
with hollow promises of ensuring
high scores in various admission
tests. A large number of HSC passed
students are alreadyattending these
coaching centres with consequent
financial losses to their guardians.

Some renowned academicians
have suggested cancellation of
admission tests, and introduction of
a new system of admission on the
basis of GPA (Grade Point Average)
in55C and HSC examinations,

"Some countries have the sys-
tem of admission in universities
considering GPA. It will be better for

all to introduce this also in our
country, giving up admission tests,"
the UGC Chairman said.

This year, 59,450 students in
science group passed the HSC
examinations and they will have to
vie for 25,500 seats for science sub-
jects in the public and private uni-
versities. So, alarge number of them
may be forced to switch over (o
commerceor humanities groups.

Sources pointed out that admis-
sion crisis will be acute this time as
the education ministry and UGC
have already declared illegal 56
foreign universities' branches,
around 100 outer campuses of
private universities and 40 private
medical colleges. The UGC has
asked them not to admit students
fromthisyear.

The UGC should introduce new
rules for running foreign universi-
ties' branches as a large number
students can get higher education
through those and outer campuses
of private universities, said a top
official of a foreign university
branch.

Meanwhile, due to admission
problems at home and various
other factors, many of the HSC
Fassed students intend to study in
oreign universities especiallyin US,
UK, Canada, Malaysia, India and
different countries of European
Union (EU). To capitalise on this, a
number of fake consultancy firms
have sprung up and many students
are falling in their trap,
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Politics ban
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under a well-thought out plan.
“Masterminds behind the incident
willbe brought to book."

He said the time of the one-
member inquiry commission, now
investigating the DU incident, may
be extended, if necessary. The
inquiry report will be made public
if it is not connected with state
se I'.'.I.ll'ity orstatesecret.

On reopening of the universities
and colleges, he said the matter
was discussed at the meeting but
the education ministry will take a
decisionin this regard.

Home Secretary Abdul Karim
said the meeting reviewed the
overall lawand ordersituation. "The
overall situation, excepting the
incidents of Dhaka University from
Auguse20-23, remains peaceful.”

ducation Advisor Ayub Qaudri,
secretaries and senior officials of
the ministries concerned and
chiefs of different law enforcement
and intelligence agencies attended
the meeting.

Shab-e-Barat
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occasion,

The Islamic Foundation and
other religious and socio-cultural
urﬁsmisntions held Qurankhwani,
milad and discussion meetings.

Bangladesh Television (EBTVJ.
Bangladesh Betar and private TV
channels aired special
programmes, highlighting the
significance of the night.

Former prime minister Khaleda
Zia and Acting Awami League
President Zillur Rahman, in sepa-
rate statements, greeted the coun-
trymen as well as the Muslim
Ummah on the occasion.

Prof Yunus
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winning the Nobel Prize.

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed released the commemora-
tive postage stamp and the first day
cover at the International
Conference Centre in the after-
noon.

Appreciating the eight-month-
old caretaker government's vari-
ous pragmatic steps and institu-
tional reforms, Yunus said, "Our
main task is to hold elections in a
fairmanner."

He said the caretaker govern-
ment took various reform mea-
sures and important decisions in
only six months, which may take a
long time for a political govern-
ment.

Yunus said we all will have to be
careful so that such steps go on
smoothly to reach the goal and do
not deviate from the main objec-
tive of holding the election in due
time.

Prize said the country has got an
election commission acceptable to
all which is moving ahead wonder-
fully in the right direction as per its
announced roadmap to hold elec-
tions by December 2008,

Asked about the price hike of
essentials, Yunus said itis a tempo-
rary matter. Some day-to-day
incidents may take place. "But all
will have to be careful so that we
don'tdeviate from our main objec-
tive."

Expressing his feelings about
the commemorative postage
stamp, he said, "I'm so glad and
happy for this event to make the
achievement (wining Nobel) mem-
orable. (My) Colleagues in
Grameen Bank will also be happy."

FTA talks
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one billion as discussed at the
foreign secretary-level talks on the
day .

He informed that the Joint
Economic Commission (JEC)
meeting would be held in the first
half of the next year and expressed
satisfaction over the outcome of
the joint working group meeting
held in [slamabad in July thisyear.

The Pakistan foreign secretary
said some items could be put on
the fastrrack for quick solution.

He said purchase of coarse rice
from Pakistan is possible through
government-to-government or
private sector deals, The CA said his
government would follow it up as it
hasaplantoimportalarge amount
ofrice,

On the performance of the
caretaker government, Riaz
Mohammad Khan said Pakistan
has a great deal of interest in the
reforms undertaken by the care-
taker governmernt,

The CA said his government and
the Election Commission are car-
rying out efforts to hold a free, fair
and credible election by December
2008 to make a room so that hon-
est, dedicated and competent
persons can contest the next elec-
tion as well as other future elec-
tions. L

The Pakistan foreign secretary
informed that the presidential
election in Pakistan would be held
between September 15 and
October 15, according to CA's Press
Secretary Syed Fahim Munaimwho
was presentat the meeting.

The CA recalled his fruitful
bilateral meeting with Pakistan
Prime Minister Shawkat Azizon the
sidelines of the last Saarc Summit
in New Delhi.

The Pakistan foreign secretary
conveyed the sympathy of the
Pakistan prime minister for the
flood-affected people in
Bangladesh. He also conveyed the
best regards of the Pakistan presi-
dentand the prime minister to the
chiefadviser

Pakistan High Commissioner in
Dhaka Almagir Babor Khan and
Secretary of CA's Office Kazi M
Aminul Islam were also present.

iiThe winner of the Nobel -Peace-
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for;two offences while Rabeya Siraj
sentenced to gight years' simple

jl‘l; r the same number of offences.

e verdict also said the three-year
and five-year sentences, for the two
offences, against Shajahan and Rajib
would take effect consecutively
while the same sentences against
Rﬂb&:}m would take effect concur-
rently.

'thrm Assistant Commissioner
Rahima Khatun, Assistant Tax
Commissioner Pratap Chandra Pal
and Deputy Tax Commissioner Abul
Kalam As.z;daljl_lled i}hlg.ul of l(lj cRaa:\Bg
against Shajahan, R an i
onjuly 16. (‘jfmecases.?\?e were ﬁ]Ld
against Rabeya, five against Rajib
antd oneagainstShajahan.

On August 27, the same court
sentenced beyato32 years' simple
im"f;risonmem in four tax evasion
cases. Rabeya will have to serve only
five years in jail as the court ordered
that her sentences wquld run con-
currently.

Acourtalsoissued arrest warrants
against the three who are abscond-
inﬂ since the filing of the cases. They
were tried in absentia. The sentences
against the three would take effect
from the date of their arrest or sur-
renderbefore the court.

. 1Senior Special Judge Mohammad
Azizul Hag of Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court, Dhaka, issued arrest
warranis against the three on july 17
foll,nw[ni efiling of the cases as the
charges muﬁn against them were
préliminarilyfoundtobe true.
|Charges were framed at the spe-
cidl- court against the accused on
August 8 while recording of wit-
nesses' deposition began on August
12
-FarzanaKhan, daughter-in-lawof
Shajahan and wife of Rajib and also
the managing director of Garden
Fresh Preservations Ltd in Savar, was
sentenced to six years' imprison-
ment on August 15 in another tax
eviision case.

Syed Zakir Hossain, dcpug tax
commissioner of Companies Circle
of NBR, had filed the case in connec-
tian with evading income tax of Tk
80,45 lakh between fiscal years 2004-
2005 and 2006-2007 and concealing
ofinformationabouther real income
ofTk2.91 crore.

‘ Judgment of four other tax eva-
sion cases against Rajib will be pro-
nounced on September 5. The court
fixed the date for delivering judg-
menton August 28,

INDIVIDUAL OFFENCES

Rabeya bought 3.28 katha and 2.6
katha of land worth Tk 4.12 lakh and
Tk 2.6 lakh on July 14, 2005 at
Sutrapurin the capital, whichshe did
not mention in her wealth statement
and her tax return submitted in 2006-
2007 fiscal year, NBR sourcessaid.

- According to NBR sources, Rajib
in' his tax return submitted in 2004-
2005 fiscal year concealed informa-

T aBour Tk B.36 1akh he spent with
credit cards of two banks in 2004,
Rajib in the tax return also concealed
information about his balance of
about Tk 44.89 lakh in a bank
account. Rajib also concealed infor-
mation about the interest he
received from the money kept in that
dgcount.

Y
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hajahan Siraj

Prosecution sources said
Shajahan in his tax return submitted
in 2001-2002 and 2002-2003 fiscal

ars concealed information about
is properties and wealth and thus
evaded taxonthem.

The information he concealed
includes Tk 8.49 lakh he spent in
arranging his daughters’" marriage
ceremony at Shena Kunja. He also
concealed information about power
bills and the money he drew from a
bank with credit card during the
period, sourcesadded.

VERDICT AGAINST CHOWDHURY
ALAM

A Dhaka court on Wednesday sen-
tenced detained Dhaka City
Corporation Ward Commissioner
Chowdhury Alam to 10 years' rigor-
ous imprisonment in connection
with a case filed for extorting Tk 20
lakh from a market owner in August
2003.

Judge Mohammad Shafiul Azam
of the Metropolitan Special Tribunal-
12 gave the verdict sentencing Alam
forthe first time. He s also accusedin
adozen criminal cases,

The court had acquitted three of
his accomplices--Delwar Hossain
alias Ripon, Harunur Rashid and
Rezaul Talukder--as the charges
brought against them were not
proved.

Earlier, the prosecution and the
defence had completed their argu-
ments and the court recorded state-
mentsofnine prosecution witnesses.

According to the prosecution,
Alam and his accomplices took Tk 20
lakh in toll from Babul Miah, owner
of Bangladesh Super Market adja-
cent to the Police Headquarters on
A Vit wite Aleya B

e 5 e
filed the case with Shahba; Pngliilg
Station against Alam and 24 others
on May 7 this year. The investigation
officer (I0) pressed ch against
Alamandthreeotherson June 18.

Alam had surrendered to the
Court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka and sought bail
but the court rejected his bail peti-
tionand ordered him to be sent to jail
onFebruary27.

He surrendered after joint forces
started arresting the higwigs for their
alleged involvement with corrup-
tion.

ACC asks
FROM PAGE 16

The ministries whose secretaries
were given the directives include
finance, defence, LGRD, health and
family welfare, education, law and
parliamentary affairs, communica-
tions, personal division, President’s
Office and Ministry of Energy, Power
and Mineral Resources. The other
organisations include Passport and
Immigration Department.

The ACC secretary said the com-
mission has scanned well these

- allegations before instructing the

chiefs of the organisations to take
actions in accordance with the
rules. "It'ssomesort ofdisposal.”

Responding to a question, he
said the complaints had cometo the
ACC from different places, includ-
ing the Chief Advisor's Office and
ministries.

FROMPAGE 16
demanded immediate resumption
ofall political activities.

- Even if the government does not
resume indoor politics, the AL
should be prepared for a dialogue
with the Election Commission so
that the government cannot blame
the party later for its non-
cooperation if the election is delayed
inany case, hesaid.

- They do not want to take the
responsibilities for delaying the
elections, he said, adding that if
necessary they would discuss among
themselves oversittingwith the EC.

. The AL leader, however, observed
that there isin a sense indaor politics
inthecountry.

. "When we could sit to chnt#lk out
programmes for observing the 15
August, the 32nd death anniversary
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, why will there be problemif
the party leaders have a dialogue
withthe EC?" hesaid.

- Terming the arrest of Hasina sad
and condemnable, the dissident
reformist leader said there should be
some political pro mes along-
side the legal battle for release of the
ALchief,

Amu said the government should
sit with the political leaders, mem-
bers of the civil society, businessmen
and different professionals to get rid
ofthe current crisis.

The ALshould be ready to sitwith
the EC in November, Amu said,
adding that the AL is a political party
withlongtradition and they are ready
to go for election in any circum-
stances.

| Hesaid there would be no impact
of Sheikh Hasina's arrest on the
meeting with the EC as the reform
proposals were placed on behalf of

BNP to observe

_’I%QHPAGEIG trethas Raistin

e pro mes include hois

the r{]adgﬁln and party flags at aﬁ
arty offices in the morning, visit-
51 egrave of late president Ziaur

Rahman, founder chairman of the
party, and placing wreath there at
0:30am.

As per the condition set by the
government, 20 leaders and work-
ers at a time can place wreath at
Zia's mazar "in a disciplined man-
ner.' No procession, slogan, ban-
ner, placard and festoon would be
allowed during the programme,
saida BNP release.

In the release, BNP Joint
Secretary General Nazrul [slam
Khan called upon the party leaders
across the country to take up the
programme in consultation with
the districtand upazila administra-
tions.

Earlier on Wednesday, Home
Secretary Abdul Karim told report-
ers at the ministry that no discus-
sion would be allowed marking the

BNP'sfounding anniversary,

No proble

Im

the AL-led 14-party during her lead-
ership, He also observed that those
reform proposals must be imple-
mented.

Differing from AL acting
President Zillur Rahman's views that
the AL would nothold any council or
carry out reforms without the release
of Hasina, Amu said all kinds of
activities including reform and
holding of councils should go on to
strengthenthe party.

He said the arrest of Hasina and
other senior leaders has rather
strengthened the AL

Describing the present situation
ofthecoun assta%le. Amu said the

roblem of the recent violence aris-

g from the Dhaka University inci-
dents and the arrest of university
teachers should be solved through
discussionwiththe teachers.

The government as well as the
political parties should help the ECin
implementing its roadmap for hold-
ingtheelectionby 2008, he said.

Many nationally and internation-
ally recognised corrupt persons are

et 1o be touched, the senior AL
eader said, adding, "But Sheikh

Hasina has been arrested. It is sad.

and condemnable and the people
have nottaken thematter positively."

Amu said the present govemn-
ment would have o make clear
whether it is a caretaker one or
interim one. But as the government
assumed office to hold a free and fair
election in the country, all should
cooperate withthem, hesaid.

He suggested that the govern-
ment discuss with the businessmen
right now to keep the price of every-
day essentials under control before
and duringthe Ramadan.

Earlier AL leaders Mukul Bose,
Sultan Mohammad Mansur Ahmed,
Dr Maostafa Jalal Mohiuddin, Nazma
Rahman, and Habibur Rahman
Khan, amongothers, metAmu.

Probe body
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15 days' time to submitits report.

Meanwhile, Justice Habibur
Rahman apprehended that very
few students would appear before
the commission to give their
accounts as the DU and other
public universities remained
closed following the government's
decision.

When Law Adviser Mainul
Hosein was asked about it, he told a

rivate television channel on

ednesday that if necessary, the
government would consider
extendinF the tenure of the com-
mission tor preparing a complete
report.

He also said if the report does
notcontainanything relating to the
state security, the government
would publish it. The government
isalso considering the reopeningof
public universities, he added.

Indian Maoists
kill 12 cops
in ambush

AFP, Raipur

Maoists shot dead 12 Indian
policemen in an ambush in the
densely forested central state of
Ehhmtisgnrh, police said yester-
ay.

The 12 were part of a team dis-

atched to clear Maoist landmines

n Dantewada district, 500km from
state capital Raipur, late
Wednesday.

“"We have received information
about 12 bodies recovered,” said
police official RKVij.

The rebels, who launched their
campaign in 1967 and today oper-
ate in [4 of India's 29 states, say
they are fighting for the rights of
landless farmers.

Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh last year
described them as the most serious
threat to national security.

The killings follow the deaths of
24 security personnel in another
insurgentambush on July 11,

In March, 55 policemen were
killed in the worst-ever Maoist
assault in Chhattisgarh, the epi-
centre of rebel attacks,

Tens of thousands of people
have been displaced in the state by
the conflict and now live in shelters
as counter-insurgency forces
operate in the incrensingﬁr lawless
countryside.

Survived
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bhat [stale rice] with salt last night
andsince thenwehad nothing."

On the two-kilometre-long
embankment, also known as the
Ranigram-Wapda embankment, in
Sirajganj Sadar he just waits for
better days, as he can do nothing to
improve the situation. "Now [
surrendered myself to Allah," he
said.

The conditions of around 900
people who took shelter on the
embankmentare almost thesame.

The coming days of these peo-
ple, whose homes and livelihoods
were lost, look bleak. They claimed
they neither have any work nor are
there any programines going on in
the area to rehabilitate them.

Like many others, Mamata, a
maother of two, approached The
Daily Star correspondent taking
him forarelief distributor.

She said, "Won't you write my
name? We [she and her child| had
nothing to eatsince last night."

After knowing the identity of the
correspondent, she said, "At [east
of some consolation.”

Mamata has no work since the
floodwater damaged her loom with
which she earned her living for the
lastseven months.

Heronly possessions apart from
the weaving job were a goat and a
number of chickens. She lost them
too inthe floods.

Women and children seemed ta
be the worst hit and they are being
forced to pass days unfed or half-
fed.

Parbati, wife of Nibash Shah,
said she has already sold two out of
her three goats to survive. "My
husband used to pull rickshaw
which was lost. So, I had to sell my
goats to feed my family," she said,
adding, "We only eat once aday.”

"My fout children cry as they are
hungry. Buthow can I manage food
for them when there is no work
anywhere," she said, adding,
"Where should I go for help when
other families are in the same
situation.”

The spread of water-borne
diseases took a serious turn for
worse on the embankment and its
adjacent areas recently. A large
number of people on the embank-
ment are suffering from diarrhoea,
respiratory tract infections and
skin diseases.

Rahela came to the embank-
ment from Ranigram last month.
Her seven-month-old sen Babu
was suffering from diarrhoea and
high fever for the last five days.

"I wook Babu to the Sirajganj
Sadar Hospital two days ago but
there is no change of his condition.
I fed him saline and other medi-
cines but no improvement is seen,”
she said. Babu started having sores
alloverhisbody.

Shapla Begum is eight months
pregnant. She said she had rice
with lentil last night and had noth-
ing since that morning. "My hus-
band goes to different places look-
ing for wark but no one gives him
anywork," she said.

Arani Khatun is also seven
months pregnant. She knows that
she has to be vaccinated but could
not get the vaccines, "[ went to the
hospital but could not be vacci-
nated as the crowd was too much
for me,” she said.

Ismail Hossain, project man-
ager of an NGO, said every year
floods devastate vast areas in
Sirajganj. This year the devastation
was even worse.

Sources in the United Nations
Children’s Fund (Unicef) said the
women and children are suffering
from malnutrition as they were the
worst affected during this disaster.

Unicef Representative in
Bangladesh Louis-Georges
Arsenault said Unicef has distrib-
uted BPS biscuits, essential drugs
and water purification tablets
especially for women and children.
About 17,000 families of Sirajganj
have received the assistance so far.

DHAKA FRIDAY AUGUST 31, 2007 1 5

Saarc transport
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roject would be placed on the table
or consideration at the ministerial
meeting,

They said as per the Saarc
roadmap, a network involving 6,540
km of rail and 11,844 km of road
corridors would be built to connect
about 1.5 billion peapleinthe region.

The roadmap, which involves 10
ports, two inland waterways and 16
airports, istobe discussed at the first-
ever Saarc transport ministers'
meeting,

One important proposal of the

roposed project is setting up a road
Fi n‘l)( to Myanmar through
Bangladesh and another to
Afghanistan via Pakistan. India is
likely to persuade Bangladesh and
Pakistan at the Saarc transport min-
isters' meeting today to grant transit
facilities.

This is the first ministerial meet-
ing since the Saarc Summit in New
DelhionApril 3 and 4. The meetingis
also aimed at discussing the ways of
removing physical and non-physical
barriers, which have been identified
in the Saarc Regional Multi-modal
Transport Study.

At the last Saarc Summit, the
heads of Saarc countries recognised
the importance of connectivity in
fulfilling the objectives. They agreed
to improve intra-regional connectiv-
ity, particularly physical, economic
and people-to-people connectivity.

They also agreed to the vision of a
South Asian community which
would have a smooth flow of goads,
services, peuplu, technology, knowl-
edge, capital, culture and ideas.

The importance of strengthening
connectivity in South Asia was recog-
nised at the [slamabad summit in
2004 and it was decided that a
regional transport study for enhanc-
ing multi-modal transport connec-
tivityamong SAARC countries would
beundertaken.

The study highlighted that South
Asia inherited an integrated trans-
port infrastructure from the British,
which was fractured not onl
partition but also by the political
aftermath, and needed to be rebuilt
within the context of greater political

CSB's frequency

FROM PAGE 16

Sources said getting frequency
allocation through forgery is a
punishable offence, which can lead
to cancellation of the allocation
under the Telecommunications
Act, 2001.

Although CSB has got the fre-
quency allocation, the CSB author-
ities are yet to submit the original
application to the Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC), the sources
added.

CSB submitted an approval
letter of the information ministry
to the BTRC on October 17 and got
the frequency allocation. The
probe body found that the signa-
ture on the approval letter was
forged. The information ministry
did not issue any approval letter to
the CSBon thatday.

The probe body formed on July
31 observed that the CSB News
might have an ill intention in get-
ting the frequency allocation. It
also said some officials of the infor-
mation ministry were involved in
the forgery.

Meanwhile, CSB Manager
{administration) Chowdhury
Mahmud Hussain in a press state-
ment said the approval letters were
issued by the information ministry
onOctober 17and 19.

Prof Anwar
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soldier to the army chief,” he con-
tinued.

"From the heart, we offer our
apologies for the incident. And we
don't feel any shame, or anguish to
doso," added Prof Anwar.

"We are sorry for the humilia-
tion and injury dealt to the reputa-
tion and esteem of the army per-
sonnel," he observed.

“This army Is the emblem of the
state of Bangladesh, sovereignty
and solidarity. And we can feel how
much it pains an army personnel to
watch an attack on theiruniforms,”
the detained DU professor told the
reporters.

He also said, "We expect that
every army man will accept the
apologies, and forget the griev-
ances they had suffered.”

harmonyin theregion.

The study emphasised the need
for integration of transport network
in the region, which is crucial for
Nepal, Bhutan and northeast India.
This could end their land-locked and
semi-isolated status and provide
them with shorter transport and
transitlinks.

The first road corridor, identified
for upgrading, is the 2,453-km-long
highway from Lahore to Agartala
El?:&:.lia:g through Delhi, Kolkata and

A bilateral agreement has been
recommended between India and
Bangladesh for movement of vehi-
cles and goods across the border,
round-the-clock customs clearance
at border crossing points and widen-
ing roads on Bangladesh side.

The second corridor runs from
Kathmandu to Kolkata/Haldia
{1,323-km), passing through Birgunij.
The planstressesimmediate upgrad-
ing of 180-km road passing through
Biharand construction of a fast-track
road from Kathmandu to Birgunj
whereafreightstation willbesetup.

The 1,039-km network from
Thimpu to Kolkata/Haldia passing
through Phuentsholing (Bhu-
tan}/Jaigon {India) border ﬁus heen
identified for enhancing customs
clearance and other physical facili-
ties.

The focus of the roadmap is to
ensure better connectivity between
northeast India and Bangladesh.
Other corridors include the 1,362-
km Kathmandu-
Mongla/Chittagong road, the 906-
km Samdrup-Jongkhar- Kolkata road
and the 227-km Agartala-Akhaura-
Chittagong roac.

Upgrading of the 2,643-km
Kathmandu-Nepalganj-New Delhi-
Lahore-Karachi road has been
worked out to connect Nepal with
Pakistan. Other networks include the
966-km Thimphu-Chittagong road
am::] 663-km Kathmandu-Lucknaw
road.

RU official held
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professors of RU Dr Chowdhury
Sarwar Jahan Sajal and Dr Golam
Sabbir Sattar Tapu. Four RU students
were also accused in the case. They
are Dipayan, Mithu, Ayaj and
Sumon.

The accused have been charged
with arson and vandalising of gov-
ernment properties. A vehicle
belonging to DGFI was torched
during the violence on RU campus
on August 22, the complainant said
inthe casestatement.

Lawenforcement agencies mean-
while intensified their watch on
professors Chowdhury Sarwar and
Golam Sabbir.

The two professors played a
crucial role in identifying master-
minds of thesgruesome musder of
geology and “mining :19{};}.ﬂmem'
Professor DrSTaher Ahmed.

‘They are also key witnesses of the
murder case in which Prof Mia
Mohammad Mohiuddin and
Mahbubul Alam Salehi, former
president of Islami Chhatra Shibir
RU unit, areprimeaccused.
DETAINED TEACHERS TAKEN
BACK TO RAISHAHI
The three detained QU teachers,
shown arrested in a case filed on
August 23 under Emergency Power
Rules, were brought back to Rajshahi
only a day after they were taken to
Dhika for quizzing by the taskforce
interrogationcell.

On Wednesday, Judge Maksud
Ahmed of the district and sessions
judge's court rejected the teachers'
petition to reconsider the 10-day
remand against them.

Some 15 lawyers led by Golam
Arif Tipu and Hamidul Haque sub-
mitted the petition in favour of the
teacherschallenging the remandbya
lower court.

On August 24, members of Rapid
Action Battalion had arrested the
three -- former RU vice chancellor
Prof Dr Saidur Rahman, Prof Dr
Abdus Sobhan and Prof Moloy
Kumnar Bhowmik on alleged charges
offuelling violenceon thecampuson
August22,

Metropolitan Magistrate Rabiul
Reza placed the arrested teachers on
a 10-day remand on August 25, They
weresentto Dhakaon August 28,

Charges against them include
murder, vandalising public proper-
ties aswell as the resilrum:c 0} the RU
vice chancellor and torching a DGFI
vehicle,

Power-sharing deal
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resolved with Musharraf, who has
kept his army position since seizin
pawer in the Islamic republic of 16
million people in abloodless coup in
1999. g

Benazir told Britain's Guardian
newspaper Thursday that Musharraf
had also agreed to drop corruption
charges against her, her Eusband:md
dozens of other lawmakers in a

eneral amnesty covering the period

m 1988 to 1999,

"Alot of progress has heen made,

articularly on the uniform. But it's
or the president to make an
announcement,” shesaid.

She sald he had until Friday to
respond, noting: "There are no ulti-
matums, but we need to know where
westand bythen."

Benazir, a two-time premier from
1988 to 1990 and again from 1993 to
1996, said she may now return to
Pakistan as early as September. She
still faces a raft of corruption charges
thathave caused herto Ev rabroad.

The negotiations with Benazir
began to cause rifts in the govern-
ment.

Religious Affairs Minister [jaz-ul-
Haq -- the son of General Zia-ul-Hagq,
the late military dictator who had
Benazir's own father hanged -- said
Musharraf should take parliament
into his confidence if he wanted it to
re-glecthim.

"Benazir Bhutto is blackmailing
President Musharrafina bid to come

to power through the back door. This
‘ wlﬁl

notbeallowed," Haq told private
Geatelevision.
But another minister close to

Musharraf said Wednesday both
sides had agreed on his military role.
Railways Minister Sheikh Rashid told
AFP that only a few points remained
to be sett[m:r and that the uniform
was "nolongeranissue.”

The president is already under
intense pressure over the govern-
ment's inability to quell extremist
violence in tribal districts bordering
Afghanistan and attacks in other
cities.

He also came off worse in a feud
with the head of the Supreme Court,
Chief Justice [fiikhar Mubammad
Chaudhry, whose suspension trig-
gered a wave of protests across the
country that eventually forced his
reinstatement.

The violence and political chaos
even led Musharral to consider
declaringastate of emergency earlier
thismonth.

Meanwhile another former
premier, Nawaz Sharif -- the man
Musharraf ousted in 1999 -- has
pledged to return to contest general
elections due here by early 2008 after
winning & court battle against his
exile.

Sharif has strongly | criticised
Bhutto's talks with Musharraf, warn-
ing in the Guardian that "if she calls
herselfa democrat, she can't getinto
any dealwith amilitary dictator.”

Also piling the pressure on the
president is the Supreme Court's

agreement Wednesday to hearalegal
challenge against his role as army
chief. The lawsuit was (iled by the
head of Pakistan's coalition of

Islamist parties.



