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Scene from yesterday’s women's exhibition football match between BFF Xl and Orissa Xl atthe Bangabandhu National S}ad jum.

Kit deal raises

FROM PAGE 17

a local company came forward in
our support,” explained media
committee vice-chairman
Ishtiaque Ahmed in response to
volley of questions about the poor
deal at a press conference yester-
day.

There has been whispering that -

a clothing house of two team man-
agement officials, which is how-
ever nothing new for them, already
supplied the garments for the
Tigers but Ishtfaque was not ready
to give answers about theissue.

"[ can't say anything about it
because it's the commercial com-
mittee who can only give the
answer. One of our commercial
committee member is supposed to
presenthere buthe couldn'tattend
the press conference because of
illness," he added.

There had been much talkabout
the board member's and employ-
ees involvement in goods supplies

du:iqg mpiasr#wupgrbuq Jtseems .

that nothing has changed under
thenewad-hoccommittee.

Nesta refuses
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hewasavailable.”

Nesta was quoted in the
Monday edition of La Gazzetta
dello Sport as saying: "I told them
that I will not play any more for the
national team, and therefore [
won't... I made a decision and ['m
stickingtoit."

Materazzi was Injured in the
Hungary match and has been ruled
out of the two Group B encounters
against France in Rome on
September B and four days later
against Ukrainein Kiev.

Italy coach Roberto Donadoni
now finds himself with a problem
in deciding who should partner
Real Madrid's Fabio Cannavaro in
the heart of his defence, with
Palermo's Andrea Barzagli the
likelychoice.

Charlton's best
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nating English and European
football foryears to come.

"I need to try to recreate the
sheer, uncomplicated thrill that
came with being a member of this
young team," says Charlton, who
scored 49 goalsin 106 international
matches and was crucial to
England's 1966 World Cup victory.

"A team which, perhaps more
than any other in the history of the
game, was filled not only with
talent but with what seemed a
grace which came from some
uncharitable source, something
beyond even the planning and the
vision of the great Matt Bushy (the
then United manager).”

"There was never an instinct to
try to put Munich out of mind, to
say that it was something terribly
sad but had to be relegated to the
past because how else could you
deal with the present and the
future? ’

"Munich was just too big, too
overpowering, to permit that kind
of reaction. It was something that
you knew, fmm the start, you
had:qleam By with."

- a ,
Did U Know?
L AN T ]
The youngest men's singles champlan
in US Open history was Pate Sampras,

who was 19 years ald when he won it
n1990.

Boro earn gutsy draw

AFP, Middlesbrough

Gareth
Southgate
saluted Middles-
brough's never-
say-die spirit as
his side twice came from behind to
rescue a 2-2 draw against
Newcastle on Sunday.

Southgate was delighted with
the way his injury-hit team
refused to accept defeat in the
north-east derby at the Riverside
Stadium.

Charles N'Zogbia put
Newcastle ahead but Mido equa-
lised, then Mark Viduka's strike
was cancelled out b
Middlesbrough midfielder Julio
Arca.

"We showed great character,
not just in coming back twice but
also because we had players who
[)mbtibly‘ shioudn‘thave beenout
[hené, ‘Southgate said.

"We played really wellbecause

BARCLAYS

inaderby game sometimes it can
be [frantic and you don't put your
footontheball."

Southgate revealed Jeremie
Aliadiere had briefly been
knocked out by a collision with
Steven Taylor, butitwas his strike
partner Mido, who really
impressed the Middlesbrough
boss.

"He's going to be a real hero
with the fans because of his pas-
sion for the game. He's had a big
impact on the dressing room ina
positive way," Southgate said.

Newcastle manager Sam
Allardyce admitted the pain of
his side's failure to hold onto the
lead was exacerbated by.injuries
to Stephen Carr and) Peter
Ramage. )

Both defenders could be out
for several weeks, forcing
Allardyee to delve into the trans-
fer market before the window
shuts on Friday.

Allardyce said: "We feel like
‘we've lost. Having gone into the
|lead twice that should have burn
jenough to get a precious three
‘points, but unfortunately it was-
.n'tenough.

. "We switched off on a basic

'set-play, no-one took responsi-

 bility to close down Arca.

| "Carr has a hamstring and

‘Ramage is seriously injured as
‘well. It's a huge concern and [
ha.ve to look at cover forthose

| players nextweek."

Mido's arrival from
‘Tottenham has brought fresh
|impetus to Middlesbrough's
‘attack and is certain the gutsy
display from Southgate's side
i bodes well for the future.
| "We could have won the game
[ but to come back from behind
 twice shows a lot of character,"
“Mido said. "It shows how the
| team grown. We can see we have
afuture.”

Press slate Barcelona

AFP, Madrid

Barcelona's 'Fantas-
tic Four' came-in for
scathing criticism
Monday following the
1 club's dismal open-
ing 0-0 draw against
Racing Santanderon Sunday.

Since Barca snatched Thierry
Henry from Arsenal in the sum-
mer, much has been made of the
Catalan giants' quartet of attack-
ing .armoury, which includes
Brazilian Ronaldinho, Argentine
Lionel Messi and Samuel Eto'o of
Cameroon.

* It toak Barcelona 43 minutes to
create their first chance against
Racing and despite playing with a
man advantage in the second
period, they failed to break down
stubbornopponents.

"It's the same old mistakes,
nothing has changed," said Dutch

legend and former Barca player

and coach Johan Cruyff in a col-
umn for the Catalan newspaper El
Periodico.

Midfielder Xavi reacted angrily

| to a question about Barca's attack
| onSundaynight.

Current Dutch coach Frank -

Rijkaard came in for some harsh
treatment too after replacing
Messi with Henry in the second
half.

Henry hit the post but Messi
had been Braca's most dangerous

player with Ronaldinho and Eto'o

anonymous,

"[t wasn't a good day for us. We
lacked a bit of freshness butit's not
the end of the world,” said
Rijkaard.

"That's enough about the
fantastics. In the dressing room we
talk only about the team,” he
snapped.

Barca's poor start was exacer-

. bated by champions Real Madrid's

positive opening with a 2-1 derby
victory over Atletico.
Comparisons have been drawn

" between the current Barcelona

team and the old galacticos of Real,

- whose coaches often had trouble

[t seems, though, that all is not

well in the Braca camp with

Portuguese playmaker Deco

known to be unhappy that he was
because heis fed up at paying high

not in the starting line-up while
rumours persist that Chelsea want

to prise Ronaldinho away for 70 |

millioneuros.

managing the various egos in the
dressing room.

Spanish newspaper Marca
claimed on Monday that
Ronaldinho wants to leave

taxes in Spain but Barca's techni-
cal secretary Txiki Begiristain said:
"Heis stayingwith us."

Lyon back with a win

FROM PAGE 20

"I know that it's all in the head for
certain players. We have to wake
up. Frau is an example of how to
beat this psychological block. He
comes on and says: 'l don't have
anythingto lose, I'm going to give it
everything'," said Le Guen.

Nancy took over top spot with a
4-1 winat home against Auxerre on
Saturday, which gives them 13
points after five games, two ahead
of Lorient who snatched a 2-2 draw
atBordeaux.

Monaco, who brought high-
flying Le Mans back to earth witha
3-1winat their Louis [T Stadium are
third, equal on ten points with
Strasbourg and Valenciennes, who
won3-1athome against Sochaux.

Le Mans fall from top spot to
sixth.

But the 5urpnse of the weekend
was the news that Lens' veteran
coach Guy Roux was quitting after
just four matches, and would be
replaced by former Marseille,
Bordeaux and Bayern Munich
player Jean-Pierre Papin.

Sidi Keita netted Lens' first goal
of the seasan at Strasbourg, but
their 2-1 loss in Alsace leaves them
third frombottom.

Marseille rekindled their cam-
paign as they moved up to 11th
place with six points after five
games.

Albert Emon was determined
his side would avoid the pitfalls of
their last few league games when
they threw away first-half leads to
lose 2-1 to Valenciennes and draw
2-2atNancy.

And Emon said that he gave his
team a talking to after a Julien
Rodriguez header put them ahead
two minutes before the break.

"At half-time we said that we
couldn't let Caen turn things
around and we fought tooth and
nail toavoid that," said Fmon.

"These three points are very

important for us. We're relieved.”

Elsewhere Metz remain stuck to |
the battom of the league table after |

losing 2-0 at Rennes, while
Toulouseheld Nice 1-1.

Dutch take
European
crown

AFP, Manchester

The Netherlands clinched the men's |
EuroHockey Nations,
Championships with 3-2 victory over |
SpaininManchesteronSunday.

The Dutchmen's final triumph |
over the reigning champions was
well-deserved and brought a mea- -
sure of revenge for their defeat to |
Spainin2005. 1

They took the lead in the fifth |
minute as Matthijs Brouwer col- |
lected a pass from the right wing a.nl:l
droveithome.

Spain were rattled and Alex
Fabregas was shown 2 yellow card |
before béingsent to warm thesinbin |
fn the 16th minute for a mis-timed |
slidingtackleonTeunde Nooijer.
|

Bell in the runs

FROM PAGE 17

left-arm quick Khan, fit again after
flu, replacing Ajit Agarkar.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the England innings
in the third one-day international
against India at Edgbaston on

Monday:

ENGLAND

CookcYuvrajSingh b Powar 40
PriorcChawlab Patel 34
Bell c Karthik b RP Singh 79

Pietersen st Dhonib Chawla 9
Collingwood csub (Uthappa)

b Powar b
Shah b YuvrajSingh 19
Boparac Dravid b RP Singh 10
Broad cYuvraj Singh b RP Singh 10
| Tremlett notout 19

Anderson notout 0
Extras: (b-1,1b-5, nb-5, w-6) 17
Total: (For8Bwktsin 50 overs) 281
Fall of wickets: 1-76, 2-92, 3-118, 4-
193, 5-226, 6-246, 7-255, 8-273.

Did notbat: Panesar.

Bowler 0O M R W
ZaheerKhan 10 0 49 0
RP Singh .9 0 55 3
Patel 5 0 37 1
Powar 10 0 45 2
Chawla 9 0 50 1
YuvrajSingh 7 0 39 L

INDIA: Sourav Ganguly, Sachin
Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid, Yuvraj
Singh, Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
Dinesh Karthik, Ramesh Powar,
Piyush Chawla, Zaheer Khan,
Rudra Pratap Singh, Munaf Patel
Toss: India

Umpires: Mark Benson (ENG),
Billy Doctrove (WIS)

TV umpire: Peter Hartley (ENG)
Match referee: Roshan
Mahanama (SRI}

BFF Women XI |
hold Orissa

UnB, Dhaka

BEF Women XI forced strong Orissa
Women's team to a 1-1 draw in the
fourth and last exhibition match at
the Bangabandhu National Smdmm
hereyesterday.

Youth and Sports Adviser Thpnn
Chowdhury was present as the chief
guest at the closing ceremony and
distributed the prizes.

The match was locked goalless
duringthe first-half.

Lagori put Orissa team ahead in
the 58th minute (1-0) while Sukhi
scared the equaliser for the local side
inthe59th minute (1-1).

Earlier, in the opening match on
August 21, the hosts forced the tour-
ists to a goalless draw at the
Dhanmondi Women's Sports
Complexon Friday, butlost0-2 inthe
second exhibition match at the MA
Aziz Stadium in Chittagong on
Saturday. ¢

In the third match, the visitors
drubbed the home side by 4-0 goals
at the Narayanganj Khan Saheb
OsmanAliStadium on Sunday.

Orissa Women's team returns

Gopal in the lead

FROM PAGE 17

Ganguly won his fifth round board
against IM Abdullah Al Rakib and
Rohit beat Tanveer Gillani of
Pakistan.

Inthe women's section, WGM D
Harika and WGM Swathi Ghate of
Indiasecured four points each after
the sixth round to jointly lead the
table. Harika beat compatriot
WGM Tania Sachdev and Swathi
beatSharmin Sultana Shirin.

WSG beside

FROM PAGE 17

"There will be 55 matches covered
by the bid," BCCI vice-president
Lalit Madi told reporters after the
bids were opened at the board's
headquarters here.

"The winning bid is three times
over the last contracted bid."

The WSG deal is separate from
the existing 612 million-dollar
agreement the BCCI has with the
Mumbai-based Nimbus group for
television and media rights and a
43-million-dollar deal with Nike to
kit [ndian teams.

Harmer coming

FROM PAGE 17

"We are hopeful that we canreacha
final decision about the appoint-
mentof the new national coach by
September,” said the former
national skipper.

Right at the moment the board
has to depend on interim coach
Shaun Williams, the national game
development manager, for the job
and is providing extra financial
benefit to the Australian for this

purpose.
Tigers fine-tuned

FROM PAGE 17

"Obviously bowling is my priority.
But while batting [ will try to con-
tribute as much as possible," he
responded.

SCORESIN BRIEF
ASHRAFUL XI: 189-6 in 20 overs
(Tamim 42, Kapali 57, Ashraful 0,
Shakib 49, Mushfiqur 24, Forhad 4,
Ziaur 0 notout, extras 13; Razzak 4-
30).

MASHRAFE XI: 191-4 in 18.2 overs
(Nazimuddin 74, Junaed 41,
Mashrafe 45, Aftab 17, Nadif 5 not
out, extras 9; Zia 1-46, Ashraful 2-
27, Shakib 1-29).

Result: Mashrafe's XI won by six
wickets.

Papin new Lens

FROM PAGE 20

But he insisted that even if Lens
had won Saturday's league game
hewould have stood down.

"It is without doubt the end of
my career,” said a tearful Roux wha
spent 40 years with French side
Alxerre.

Roux has taken charge of 894
matches as a coach in his French
league career, 890 of those with
Auxerre.

He won the French league title
in 1996 and the French Cup four
times, arecord forone coach.

Inter stutter

FROM PAGE 20
we don't behave appropriately,
how can we expect the fans to?"’

Massimo Loviso scored a late
consolation for Livorno,

Earlier Saturday, Lazio, who
were third last season, and Torino
foughtouta2-2draw.

Hoeness slams

FROM PAGE 20
thy for Hoeness's stance, though.

"Football is not chess and
Ribery knows that. And anyway, in
France it is more physical," Bayer
Leverkusen's sporting director
RudiVoeller told Bild newspaper.

Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld
said after the game, a 3-0 victory for
the Munich club, that he was afraid
for Ribery but advised his team to
"move the ball quicker and not
dribbble so much.”

Bayern splashed out more than
70 million euros in the summer to
assemble a formidable squad that
is expected to romp away with the
title and have already scored 10
goals in their opening three games,
with none conceded.

A [

ICL gets court relief

f"‘ -
ﬂ‘m Cricket

AFP, Now Delhi

The breakaway Indian Cricket
League (ICL) received a fillip on
Monday when a court temporarily
barred government institutions
from sacking players aligned with
therebel circuit.

The Delhi High Court passed
the interlm order on a suit filed by
the ICL, which said that public
sector companies like Air India had
threatened to expel ICL-linked
players.

Judge Sanjay Kishan Kaul asked
the official Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) and the
federal government to submit their
replies to the ICL suit before the
nexthearingonOctober5.

"Why should players have
“swords hanging over their head?"
Kaulasked.

"The public corporations will
not terminate the services or take
action against its employees by
reason of their seeking to affiliate
themselves with the ICL."

Mostdomesticcricket playersin
India work for public sector or
private companies, with Air India,
Indian Oil and the Oil and Matural
Gas Commission (ONGC) being
three ofthe majoremployers.

The interim order was wel-
comed by [CL officials, with former
international Madan Lal, who was
hired asa coach by the rebel league,
callingit "arelieffor the players.”

The breakaway ICL -- bank-
rolled by media baron Subhash
Chandra, who owns [ndia's largest
listed media company Zee

Telefilms -- plans to hold Twenty20
tournaments between city teams
for the next three years,

ICL officials said last week they
had already signed up seven inter-
national stars and 44 Indian first-
class cricketers, adding that more
top players from around the world
were expected tojoin,

The BCCI declined to recognise
the ICL and ruled that any player
aligning with the breakaway league
will be barred from being selected
for national teamns.

The BCCI also sacked former
Test captain and ICL chief execu-
tive Kapil Dev from the honorary
post of chairman of the Bangalore-
based National Cricket Academy.

The ICL has also pleaded with
the court to direct the BCCI to let
out cricket stadiums in the country
forits matches.

Tyson sets sights.
on double

I S Athletics

AFP, Osaka

World 100 metres champion
Tyson Gay will look for inspira-
tion from his imprisoned coach
as he sets his sights on the 200m
crown and a rare sprint double.

Gay was boosted by a jail-
house pep-talk from coach Lance
Bauman, currently serving time
for fraud, before his emphatic
100m win, The 200m heats get
under way on Tuesday.

"He calmed me and told me to
black out all the other runs and
focus on tonight,” said Gay, who
blazed past Derrick Atkins and
world record-holder Asafa Powell
in 9.85 seconds.

"He told me when he woke up
in the morning he knew I'd be
world champion, He told me just
tobelieveit, and I did."

The 25-year-old Gay, who
sealed his superstar status with
his first major title, dedicated the
win to Brauman ahead of his
release this week.

"I'm still looking forward to

working with my coach and I

would like to dedicate this race to
him, He went through a lot," Gay
said.

Gay's time was the second best
this season after his 9.84 in June.
He gradually reeled in Powell, who
led most of the way, before burst-
ing to the front in the last 20
metres. !

The Kentucky-born sprinter, a
nearly-man until this year after
failing to reach the Athens
Olympics and finishing fourth in
Helsinki, draped himself in the
American flag and hugged his
mother, Daisy, indelight.

"I talked to my mother before
the race and she really calmed me
down. She said everything that
happened in the past was for a
reason, to rnature me for thissitua-
tion," said Gay.

The victory keeps Gay on
course to emulate fellow
Americans Maurice Greene and
Justin Gatlin by claiming the 100-
200 metressprint double.

Despite timing 19.62 in June --
second only to Michael Johnson's
1996 world record -- Gay played
down his chances in the draining
Osaka heat.

"I'mgoingtogetsome rest, geta

massage and really try to get
through the first couple of
rounds,” hesaid.

"It's going to be tough. Some of
the other guys are going to be
pretty much fresh. I'mjust going to
try to stay relaxed, do some aof the
early roundsand get throughto the
finals."

Gay added that his 100m medal
was an important riposte to ‘the
controversy surrounding Gatlin,
who failed adope test last year.

"I'm really thankful to the
media for not asking me any drug
questions. [tallowed me to focus --
I didn't have to prove anything
about any drug allegations or
anything," he said.

"I really felt I had to bring a
medal home to get over that cloud
and I'm really hoping to block that
out. I'm hoping the whole situa-
tiondisappears.”

Gay's run was well outside
Powell's two-year-old world
record of 9.77, despite predictions
it would fall on the "super-fast*
Osaka track,

"We'll continue to have great
rivalries," said Gay. "I'll win
some, Asafa Powell will win
some."

FHOTO: AFP

Volkova clifiches
steeplechase
world title

AFP, Osaka

Russia's Yekaterina Volkova threw
tactics out the window and instead
simply ran as fast as she could to
win the women's 3,000 metres
steeplechase world title on
Monday.

Throwing caution to the wind
paid off with the 2005 silver medal-
ist's 9 minutes 6.57 seconds, a new
championship record time and the
fastestthisyear.

She led a Russian one-two with
Tatyana Petrova second in a per-
sonal best9:09.19.

Kenya's Eunice Jepkorir was
rewarded for a dogged run with
bronze in 9:20.09 ahead of team-
mate Ruth Bisibori Nyangau, who
finished fourth.

"l knew 600 metres before the
finish that I would get it," said
Volkova.

"[ did not have any tactics, just
running. [ was not thinking about
any times and a new bestisabonus
forme."

She dedicated the victory to her
three-year-old son Daniel, and
downplayed suggestions that
Gulnara Samitova-Galkina's world
record of 9:01.59 was now within
herreach.

"The world record is notan issue

- o for me right now, for sure not this
Russian Yekaterina Volkova celebrates after winning the women's 3000m stee-  season,” she said. "Maybe in
plechase atthe 11thIAAF World Athletics Championshipsin Osaka yesterday. future.”
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