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Urge drawdown of US troops

AEP, Washingron

'i‘uﬂ US lawmakers from across the
political divide on Sunday expressed
impatience with Iraqi leader Nuri al-
Maliki and called far a withdrawal of
UStroopstobegin.

Republican John Warner, one of
the Senate's most influential voices
on military affairs, amplified his
bombshell demand of last week that
President George W, Bush should
startalimited troop withdrawal from
Irug by Christmas,

"Our troops have performed
magnificently, underbrilliantleader-.
ship, and have done precisely as the
president asked,” he told NBC televi-
sion.

"But the government, under the
leadership of Maliki and other [ragi
leaders, have totally failed to put the
other part of that partnership in
place, namely deliver greater secu-
rl "

rl'.['!l.l.'ih last Wednesday defended
Iraq's beleaguered prime minister as
"a good man with a difficult job,"
sceEing o dis;ﬁjl any sense that

But Democrats on Sunday
slammed Maliki's government as a
failure and said the current US troop
"surge" could not halt sectarian
turmoil.

New Mexico Governor Bill
Richardson, a Demacratic presiden-
tial hopeful, said the "Maliki govern-
ment is falling apart” with no dis-
cernible progress on security and the
sectarianrift.

"You've got Maliki flirting with
Iran right now. [ mean, is this guy our
ally?" hesaid.

Democratic Senator Jack Reed
also expressed disappointment with
the Baghdad government but said
Iraq's unrest could not be pinned on
a single person after Maliki lashed
outat US politicians urging him togo
and demanded France apologize for
pushing forhis departure.

"The notion that if Maliki goes
and everything will be fine I think
misses the point that the institu-
tional capacity in Iraq, the ability to
do simple things -- make contracts,
provide simple services to people --
that's not present after four years,"

Former vice chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury has denied hisinvolve-
ment in the recent incidents of
violence on the university campus
and their fallout across the country.

"With grave concern, I've been
walching that various confusing
news are being published implicat-
ing me in the recent student pro-
tests at the Dhaka University and
the regrettable events thereafter,”
hesaidinastatement yesterday.

He said he was not involved In
anywayin theincidents.

"News published alleging my
involvement in the incidents are
nottrueatall,” ProfAzad added.

New policy
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areas like Comilla, Noakhali,
Chiuagong, Dhaka and Sylhet,” said
an official of the expatriates’ welfare
and overseas employment minis ugl
He said Chief Adviser to the
Caretaker Government Fakhruddin
Ahmed gave instructions to the
ministries concerned to take mea-
sures so that the workforce of the

to explain in four weeks why its
ordershall notbe declared illegal.

The ruling did not secure for the
detained former prime minister
release as the Supreme Court by
that time had stayed the previous
HC order allowing her bail in the
extortion case filed by Azam |
Chowdhury with the Gulshan
Police Station.

In reaction to yesterday's devel-
opments, the counsels for the AL
chief said they would continue their
efforts to free Hasina. Advocate
Mahbubey Alam said they had
expected that the Appellate Division
would at least uphold the bail orders
while the other matters would be
leftfor the HCto settle,

Meanwhile, the Chief
Metropolitan  Magistrate's (CMM)
Court, Dhaka is scheduled to decide
on September 5 whether the charges
pressed against Hasina and the co-
accused in Azam Chowdhury's case
willbeacceptedornot.

On June 13, Managing Director
of East Coast Trading Pvt Limited
AzamJ Chowdhury charged Hasina
and her cousin former health
minister Sheikh Selim with extort-

aggrieved at this order,” Zillur
Rahman said at a press briefing at
his Gulshan residence.

"We thought Sheikh Hasina
would get bail but this order has
frustrated us and [ think justice is
not being done to our president,”
he told reporters.

Supreme Court yesterday fur-
ther stayed the High Court orders
that granted bail to former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina in two
extortion cases.

“The Supreme Court did not
revoke the High Court order grant-
ing bail o Sheikh Hasina. So we
have still hope to get justice," he
said adding that they would start

1 * .
quick legal move for hearing of the
writ petitionsin Hasina's cases.

The AL acting president
requested the party men o face the
situation with patience rather than
being excited andaggrieved.

Terming the cases filed against
Hasina baseless and fabricated,
Zillur said their leader must not be
punished under these cases. He
hoped that the AL chief would get
justice and he released soon.

"Falsehood never wins. Truth

Supreme Court has given the
verdict... The messageisclear. The
notice issued by the ACC (to
Hasina) was right," ACC Secretary
Mohkles ur Rahman said in the
commission’s regular briefing in
theafternoon.

Responding to a question, he
said Hasina will have to submit
her wealth report within seven
working days.

Asked if the ACC will file a non-
submission case if the AL presi-
dent does not submit the state-
ment within the stipulated time,
Mohkles said, "I don't want to
speak about the future.”

He said: "It has been proved
following the verdict that the ACC
activities were lawful, so it has
hecome a non-submission one.
Therefore, having been requested
by the lawyers, the court has
allowed seven days to submit the
wealth statement.”

To a query about former prime
minister Khaleda Zia and her son
BNP Senior Joint Secretary
General Tarique Rahman, he said
inquiry into the wealth statement

Greece battled raging forest fires fora
fourth day yesterday and charged
seven people with arson over blazes
that have claimed more than 60 lives
and threatened some of Burope's
mosthistoricsites.

The country was on a disaster
footing as more than 30 fires devas-
tated forests in the south and west of
the Peloponnese, the peninsula to
the south of Athens which has been
hitthe hardest.

Flames shot into the sky in the
western Peloponnese as helicopters
and planes dropped thousands of
gallons ofwater onthe blazing treés.

In areas already ravaged by the
fires, a thick carpet of ash lay among
blackened trees stripped bare by the
flames.

Firefighters were surroundingthe
site of Olympia, the birthplace of the
Olympic Games, after succeeding on
Sunday in preventing the {lames
from devastating one of Greece's
most historic treasures.

Authorities feared that strong
winds would force the flames back
towardsthesite.

Fires also broke out near Athens

believe thatdevelopers are hoping to
move in on the areaswhere foresthas
beendestroyed.

The government has insisted
however that trees will be re-planted,
partlyto preventillegal construction.

Greece goes to the polls for a
general election in just three weeks'
time that Karamanlis is favourite to
win.

The public order ministry has
announced rewards of between
100,000 euros and a million euros
(136,000 dollars and 1.36 million
dollars) for informaton leading to
thearrestofarsonists.

At least 63 people have died,
including 59 in the Peloponnese
alone, in whatauthorities have called
"a national catastrophe without
precedent”.

"The death toll so far is 63 after
two badies were found in the village
of Agnanta in the Peloponnese,”
health ministry official Panios
Efstathioutold AFP

The old were most vulnerable to
the lamesand the choking smoke.

"lam upsel and [ feel desperate,”
said Dimitra Agrida, 83, after she was
evacuated from the Peloponnese
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announced in Baghdad they had
agreed to resolve key disputes that
have aggravated sectarian divisions
and plunged the country into paliti-
cal turmaoil. I :

A statement from President Jalal
Talabani's office late Sunday said the
leaders agreed to ease restrictions on
former members of Saddam
Hussein's Baath party serving in
government ministries, to hold
provincial elections -- a key demand

sure on the Bush administration fora
change of course in Iraq as the mid-
Septemberreportlooms.

Warner declined to rule out a
possible break with the US president
an a deadline for withdrawing US
troopsasadvocated by Demaocrats.

Asked if he would vote for a time-
table for a pullout, Warner said: "It's
anoptionwe allhavetoconsider.”

Speaking on CNN while drum-
ming up support in Washington for

asthecommunities.

The labour migration has so far
appeared to be based on tradition.
For example, a group of people in
Sylhetfirstmigrated to the UK, which
was followed by thousands of others
from the same district as they were
relatives of the migrated group.

The official said, "Waorkers who
went to Kuwait from Keraniganj of
Dhaka would outnumber migrating
workers of all the districts in North
Bengalcombined."

director of Unique Group of
Company, in his case filed with
Tejgaon Police Station accused
Hasinaand her two relatives--former
AL lawmaker Sheikh Helal and his
wile Rupa Chowdhury--of receiving
Tk 5 crore for helping his firm win a
power plant deal in 1997. A probe
report on the case is likely to be sub-
mitted tothe CMM onAugust30.
The government placed the two

Chowdhury, Tofail Ahmed, Motia
Chowdhury, Maj Gen (retd) Subid Ali
Bhuiyan, Dr Dipu Moni and Sahara
Khatunwere presentat the briefing.

Mainul
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plan. We will depart after restoring
democracy and there is no confu-
sion about that,” the adviser said,
adding, "If our exit plan is hin-

wealth statement.

Giving an account of the activi-
ties of the reconstituted commis-
sion in the last six months, the
ACC secretary said the commis-
sion has so far issued notices to
215 corruption suspects asking
them to submit their wealth state-
ments.

Internet

A spokesman for firefighters said
seven people had been charged with
starting fires and anti-terrorist prose-
cutor Dimitris Papagelopoulos said
he was opening a preliminary inves-
tigationintothe cause.

Both announcements fuelled
mounting speculation that the fires
were started by criminal gangs.

"The fact that so many fires have
broken out in 50 many areas at once

flames in the Peloponnese, assisted
by a growing international effort,
with 20 planes and 19 helicopters
droppingwaterontheflames.

France sent four water-bombing
Canadair planes and two came from
Italy.

A team of French firefighters
armived to fight a raging blaze in the
southeastofthe Peloponnese.

"We have a big job ahead of us.

is perhaps not a coincidence," Prime  The fire has already burned 20,000
of Washington -- and'helisemrity an alternative government, former 'The expatriate ministry in the | extortion cases under the emer- dered, then survival Plu:l of many FROM PAGE 16 ;y{%x:i;t:ef CI::slas K:lr::;mnﬁs said at  hectares," said c:'pt:lin Philippe
forces instopping thebloo hEd-' Iraqi prime minister Iyad Allawi | meeting proposed effective use of | gency power rules on July 16, the peqlplewi!l notworktoa. .| Thisdisruption deprives the BTTB | theweekend. Risser, who was leading the 62-

The te House quickly seized joined calls for Bush to reexaminehis | the BMET database of foreign-job | dayHasinawasarrested. We will leave in a democratic Construction 1s one of Greece's  man team.

on the news as an encouraging sign
ofpolitical progress. ‘

"Today's agreement is an fmpor-
tant symbol of their commitment to
work together for the benefit of all
Irugis,” White House spokeswoman
Emily Lawrimoresaidinastatement.

The agreement by the Iraqi lead-
ers covered issues that aré among
"henchmarks" designated by
Congress as a condition for contin-
ued USsupport.

The deal, which still needs to be
approved by parliament, comes as
Bush faces mounting calls at home

[ECRS tefofe a pivotal: ;
report on Iraq is presented to the US
Congress by top US officials.

Bush has launched a ca npi.l.i[?n o
ST demands R Y il
strategy  deploying an additionil
40,000 troops shows promise and
needsto be given more time towork.

BNP MP Beltu
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to meet themat Kaligonj BNP office
in February 2002, They threatened
to file cases against him unless he
gave themTk5 lakh.

Later, Farid provided them Tk 2
lakh, As he failed to give them the rest
of the money the accused abducted
him and filed a false case with
Kaligonj Police Station on February
18,2002, added the plaintiff.

Jhenidah first class magistrate
Dil-Afroz directed the Kaligonj OC to

pro-Malikistance.

Allawi, whose mixed Sunni-Shia
party joined a boycott of Maliki's
government earlier this month,
accused it of stoking sectarian vio-
lence and made clear he would be
ready to return to politics if Maliki
leaves.

"I lost my confidence ... in the
process which is ongoing in Iraq,
whichisbased onsectarianism, it's
based on supporting militias to
take the rule of law in their hands,”
Allawisaid.

*CA updates
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The CA also apprised the president

of the programme undertaken {or
keeping the prices ol esscutids

stable and introducing marketing
operations under OMS and VGE
systems.

He said the government has
taken up massive programme for
agricultural rehabilitation in the
affected areas through disbursing
loan and supplying seeds, fertilis-
ersand otherinputs.

The VGF programme will start
from September 1 and continue for
four months in the flood-hit areas,
the head of the caretaker govern-
mentinformed the president.

"The government is also start-
ing Open Market Sale (OMS) from
September | for keeping the prices
of essentials within the reach of the
peaple. Under the OMS, one kilo-

aspirants, theofficial noted.

The objective of the BMET data-
base was to provide alistof randomly
selected names of workers o the

_recruiting agencies for employment

but the process did not work prop-
erly as recruiting agencies exploited
holes in. the system, a recruiting
agentsaid,

"Currenily, names of workers are
entered into the database only when
the agencies strike deals with work-
ers. These workers are more likely to
be cheated overseas and over-
charged in migration costs,” the

agenttold The Daily Star preferringto |
| remainanonymods. : 1

The government has to make
mandatory for recruiting agencies to
apply to the BMET for the required
number of workers showing dacu-

ments of requirements in a foreign |

country, he suggested,

The BMET would then randomly |
select workers and provide the |
recruiting agencies with a list of |

workers who would be sent abroad,
he said. "Thus, there will be no scope
for an agency to send workers froma
particular region,” he added.
According to him, such a mecha-
nism would help reduce migration
costs to a large extent, as the recruit-

ing agencies will not be able to make |

hush-hush deals with the aspirant
workers. [f the agencies demanded

extra money after a worker's selec- |
tion, he or she could lodge a com- |
plaint to the government, he |

observed.

Prof CR Abrar, coordinator of |
Refugee and Migratory Movements |

Research Unit (RMMRU) aof Dhaka

Rafique ul-Hug, Shafique
Ahmed, former law minister Abdul
Matin Khasru, and Fazle Noor
Taposh, among others, have been
maoving for Hasina while Attorney
General Fida M Kamal for the
government side.

Meanwhile, a division bench of
the HC continued hearing Hasina's
long-standing plea for quashing the
corruption charges againstherin the
purchase of combataircraft MiG 29.

The Appellate Division yesterday
also stayed the HC orders granting

hail torbusiness leader! Abdual Yowvad
Mintoo, who was arrested under the
emergency power rules,

Earlier in the day, a huge num-
her of Al leaders and workers, and
lawyers massed on the court pre-
mises to hear the SC decision.
ZILLURONSCJUDGMENT
Awami League (AL) acting presi-
dent Zillur Rahman yesterday
termed the Supreme Court orders
on Hasina's cases 'better than
worse' and vowed to carry on legal
battle in their bid to free the AL
president from detention.

"We are unhappy with the
Supreme Court order but we have

Hasina
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Court granting her bail in two
| "extortion" cases.

Hasina also apprehended that
she would not get justice from the

way after handing over power to an
elected government," hesaid.

The adviser however made no
elaborationin this regard.

Asked if the notion of a "national
government' instead of the care-
taker government would violate the
constitution, Mainul said, "Why will
the present caretaker government
not be called a national government
atits present position?”

Commenting on the recent
incidents in Dhaka University, the
law and information adviser said,

{nEhe situatjnn.,mp:,@gpls%._ﬁ_pm[-.:,.
olit

Dhaka University was politically
created. There were dreadful plans
butwe have been able to overcome
the situation.”

About filing of cases against a
large number of people, the law
adviser sald, "Cases against a few
people woulddo.”

Terming the media the 'fourth
estate’, the adviser said, "With the
help of all we have overcome the
serious situation. We have saved the
nation froma civil war. We have been
abletoestablish discipline," hesaid.

Asked about the government's
plan of ‘roadmap to democracy’,
Mainul said, "We have taken initia-
tive to separate judiciary from the
executive and formulate acts for
the political parties. We are work-
ing for holding a transparent elec-
tion."

"It was the previous caretaker
government's- task to hold elec-

ofarevenue of $70,000 per hour.
The submarine cable is
Bangladesh's gateway to the
international information super-
highway. Different Internet ser-
vice providers (ISPs) use around
577 megabyte per second (MBps)
bandwidth of this cable while the
BTTB uses it for VoIP (Voice over
[nternet Protocol) based interna-
tional calls. When this service is
disrupted, the 1SPs are forced to
use very small aperture terminals
(VSAT)-based backup systems,

whithiprovidds [nadequate:

Interriet bandwidth, while the
BTTB's VoIP based international
calls remain suspended.

HC asks govt
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The courtalso asked the authorities
concerned not to debar any non-
tribal Bangladeshis living in the hill
tracts from registering in the vater
listuntil theruleis resolved.

Advocate Mohammad Tajul
Islam filed the writ petition, chal-
lenging the 1997 treaty that had led
to the disbanding of "Shanti
Bahini" to end its protracted bush
war for self-rule.

Moving the writ, Tajul submit-
ted that the CHT peace treaty
questioned the integrity and sov-
ereignty of the State. "It is also
tantamount to violation of the

Huda gets 7 years
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amount of the bribe of Tk 2.40
crore, taken by Nazmul Huda
assisted by his wife, to be confis-
cated by the state,

A special court of Amar Kumar
Roy pronounced the verdict on
Nazmul Huda under the

Prevention.of Garruptinn Agk 1947

for abuse of power and corruption,
while Sigma Huda was sentenced
under Bangladesh Penal Code for
beingtheaccomplicein thecrime.

Tge special court set up in the
MP Hostel in Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban complex delivered the
verdictaround 11:30am.

Defense lawyers pleaded the
court to read out the whole judg-
ment of 180 pages, which the court
rejected, The court took about 15
minutes toread out the judgment.

Nazmul Huda was brought to
the court in a prison van while his
wife was brought in an ambulance
at9:45am.

"The judgment has been pro-
nounced in the first ever case in
connection with taking bribe in the
history of the Anti-corruption
Commission,” said Mosharraf
Hossain Kajol, a prosecution law-
yer.

works of Rajshahi-Matore Road
worth Tk 6.72 crore, prosecution
sources said.

Sigma Huda was charged in the
same case for aiding and abetting
her husbhand in taking the bribe,
which was found deposited in an
account of Khoborer Ontorale, a

" weiokly newspaper. owned by her.

‘Latar Tk 1 ctote of the bribid tioney
was transferred to HSBC bank
accaunts of theirdaughters.
RABEYA'SSENTENCE

"Rabeya will have to serve five
years in jail as she will be serving
the terms concurrently. But she has
to pay the full amount of the fine or
serve the full additional jail term in
default,” said AFM Gholam Fattah,
a public prosecutor,

Special Court-5 also fined
Rabeya Tk 4 lakh in the cases, in
default of which she will have to
spend anather two yearsin jail.

Each of the four cases against
Rabeya under Income Tax
Ordinance, 1984 was divided into
two sections one for concealing
information about her wealth on
her tax returns submitted for tax
years 1988 to 1999, and the other
for providing false information on
the returns. [n each af the cases she

essary i ice wi i iversi i tions. But now our task is to restore | constitution,” heargued. Family members of the Hudas  was sentenced to three years sim-
take nec stepsin this regard. fﬁ:rg‘:‘fnrfl;:;;l]i be sold at Tk 19, &r;lvbrfgr{tﬁgtﬂnuﬁi_ -‘lkﬁg‘ﬁ]ﬁ;‘;‘;lﬁ | court in this situation, the lawyer  democracy and hold elections On December 2, 1997, _ the | including meirda:ughtursthfnngud ple imprisonment in c!t{mncction
cllrfew ]jfted Simultancously, he said, BDR | Relations, lauded the government's added. ) . because we came to power after | government of prime minister the court who said the verdictwas  with concealing information, and

and Ansar-VDP also have taken | move. On the recent incident on the de::lnc‘mcywasdustrnyqd‘ ) Sheikh Hasina signed the peace | 'dictated’ as they had appre- (o five years simple imprisonment
FROM PAGE 1 initiative to sell essentials through “Thegovernmentcan send work- | Dhaka University campus, the This government is working | accord with PCJSS leader | hended. in connection with providing false

praper steps against activities
contrary to existing laws and disci-
pline in- order to protect life and
property of people in the future,” it
stated.

The government alse sought
cordial cooperation from peace-
loving people of the country in the
interest of maintaining a stable
situation.

200 centres.

Apart from taking massive
rehabilitation porgramme, the
government, with the assistance of
the World Bank, alsn has under-
taken a Tk 350-crore project in-
agricultural research sector.

Secretaries of the president and
the chief advisor's offices were
presentduringthe meeting.

S Asian nations

FROM PAGE 1

for each country, the World Bank
(WB) report said growth in
Bangladesh appears to have been
more pro-poor than other South
Asian countries -- with Nepal being
anexception.

"Bangladesh now has one of the
fastestrates of poverty reductionin
South Asia," said Xian Zhu, country
directorofthe WB,

In his spéech, Zhu explained

survey, he noted.

He also argued that the WB
report only considered economic
growth to claim reduction of pov-
erty in Bangladesh. The issue of
increasing social discrimination
during the same period should also
have been considered while pre-
paring the report.

Mahbub Hossain, executive
director of Brac, chaired the first

ers from different districts based on
quotas. For example, Malaysia is
hiring many workers from
Bangladesh. The government
could make it mandatory that a
certain number of workers must be
sent to Malaysia from a particular
northerndistrict,” he said,

He also suggested establishing
vocational training institutes in the

districts that are thought to be |

overty-stricken and sending
ewerwarkers overseas.

"The government should know

the skills that the manpower receiv-
ing countries require and prepare
the workforce in districts accord-
ingly," the DU professorsaid.

EC timeframe
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commerce for the mutual benefit |

of the two countries and urged the

Belgian Investors to invest in |

Bangladesh.

"Belgium may import our high- |
quality pharmaceuticals, mela-
mine, garments, ceramics, frozen

lawyer said the AL chiefadvised the
students and the people to remain
calm.

followinga roadmap to democracy,
notonly a roadmanp to election,” he
added.

FROM PAGE 1
Neyamutullah and executive ofii-
cer ANM Raqibul [slam.

All the accused were shown
absconding and the 10 prayed for
issuance of arrest warrants against
them.

The 10 included names of
Neyamutullah and Raqibul in the
charge sheet as their involvement
with the corruption was found
during the investigation, although
their names were not mentioned in
the First Information Report (FIR).

On February 1, ACC Assistant
Director Abdul Latif filed the case
against Karim and three others with
Motijheel Police Station accusing

Obaidul Karim

sentenced him to 13 years impris-
onment in connection with a case
filed for false wealth statements
submitted earlierto the ACC.
ALAMCASE

The same court directed the jail
authaorities to produce Chowdhury
Alam before the court on
September 2 after Deputy Tax
Commissioner Russell Chakma of
the NBR filed the case.

In his complainant, Russell
mentioned that Alam had evaded
tax upon his income of Tk
1,17,59,795 for the fiscal years 2002
to 2007, Moreover, Alam did not give

- information about income and

expenditure from different ways.

Jyotirindra Bodhipriya Larma alias
Shantu Larma, putting an end to
over a two-decade-old war. The
accord also brought back refugees
from camps across the border.

NBR finds
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the government,” said an NBR high
official.

He said the revenue board
recently conducted a drive, accord-
ing to which, over 57 percent tax-
able peopledo notpay tax.

To woo taxpayers pay regular
taxes, the NBR has simplified the
procedure of income tax return as
well as introduced self-deciding
system to payincome tax.

The NBR is also contemplating
introducing modern technologies
for paying income taxso that taxpay-
ers can pay tax through banks and
otheroutlets without harassment.

The target for revenue collection

"We have received the verdict
just a while ago and applied for a
certified copy of it. We will decide
about [tafter having the copy,” said
a defence lawyer adding, "Our
clients are dumbfounded by the
verdict.”

ACC Deputy Director Shafiqul
Islam filed the case against the
former minister and his wife with
Dhanmondi police station on
March 21 for taking Tk 2.4 crore in
bribe from Mir Zahir Hossain,
owner of Mir Akter Hossain Ltd, a
construction firm. On June 4, the
ACCpressed chargesagainst them.

The verdict was delivered in 56
working days. Depositions of 48
witnesses were taken during the
period, eightof whom gave deposi-
tions in favour af the Hudas.

The joint forces arrested
Nazmul Huda from his
Dhanmondi residence on February
4onchargesofcorruption.
THEBRIBERY

information.

Rabeya was also fined Tk 50,000
under each section of the cases. In
default of each fine she will have to
serve additional three months in
jail, tataling to two years of addi-
tion jail term. She will however
have to pay the full amount of the
fine

The court also directed the
government to confiscate 30.50
decimal and 50 decimal of lands
owned by Rabeya in connection
with two of the cases as she did not
provide any information about the
landsinher taxreturns.

Judge Shamsunnahar delivered
the verdict around 5:00pm in an
almostempty courtroom,

The court also ordered issuance
of arrest warrant against the fugi-
tive.

Assistant Tax Commissioner
Pratap Chandra Pal filed the cases
on July 7, 2007. A total of 13 wit-
nesses gave depositions in the

; 2 themofembezzling Tk 6.7 crore. : for the current 2007-08 fiscal year | Nazmul Huda tookTk2.40croreas  cases.
that 57 percent of the country's sessionafthewarkshop. foods, jute and leather goods at In the FIR, Karim has been DULUCASE has been set Tk 43.850 crore OE’[},E bribe from Mir Zahir Haossain at Prosecution lawyers were pres-
; ivi low th He also raised questions on the | very competitive prices,” thepresi- || .o a0 | oc chairman of Belhasa Ih¢ same court yesterday fixed : : different times in exchange for ent to receive the judgment. The
population was living below the WB findings about inequality | dentsuggested. e fan i today for hearing on charge fram- total, Tk 10,838 crore for income tax. I } el : : nent.
poverty line in 1991 and the rate of He wished the envoy and his | and Associates. Karim in collusion awarding him five government sentences will be effective either

poverty came down to 49 percentin
the year 2000.

Over the period of 2000 to 2005,
the rate further declined and set-
tled down to 40 percent as around 6
million people were helped out of
poverty, headded.

Speaking as a discussant on the
WB report, Debapriya
Bhattacharya, executive director of
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD),
raised questions about the quality
and nature of data that was used in
thereport.

Debapriya pointed out that in
comparison with other countries
of the region, number of samples
used by BBS. in the. Household
Income and Expenditure Survey
(FIIES) was too few,

In similar national surveys,
Pakistan collected 76,000 samples
while and Sri Lanka 25,000,
Whereas, Bangladesh collected

only 10,080 samples during the

i

saying that it is impossible to draw
the real picture of inequality in
rural and urban areas without
income analysis ofhouseholds.

The impact of the drastic floods
of 2004 on the entire economic
activities was absent in the WB
report, observed M Assduzzaman,
research director of Bangladesh
institute of Development Studies
(BIDS).

Economist Hossain Zillur
Rahman said there is no doubt that
poverty has been reduced in
Bangladesh during the last few
years, butitis debatable how many
people really have gone under the
poverty line.

Prof Wahiddudin Mahmud
chaired another session of the
workshop. Economist Atiur
Rahman and Quazi Mesbahuddin
Ahmed, former member of
Planning Commission also spoke
atthe workshop.

family good health and happiness
and also wished him every success
in newassignment.

He also conveyed his sincere
wishes to the King of Belgium and
invited him to visit Bangladesh
through the envoy.

The outgoin

tries as excellent and said the ties
would be further strengthened
the days ahead.

The envoy also expressed his
deep gratitude to the government .
and the people of Bangladesh for |

providing supﬂon and cooperation
indischarging hisdiplomatic duties.
He stated that the people of this
country "are very friendly, hard-
working and courageous”.
Military Secretary to the
President Major General M Aminul
Karim, Secretary M Sirajul Islam,
Press Secretary Abdul Awal

Howlader and officials concerned

were present.

envoy also |
described the existing bilateral |
relations between the two coun- |
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with others took 6.7 crore as loans
using alias of a fake businessman.
Theaccused embezzled the money
in between June 26, 2005 and June
18, 2006 [rom the principal branch
ofthe bank.

PANKA] CASE

Assistant Tax Commissioner
Begum Nashid Rizwana Monir of
the NBR filed the case against
Pankaj for evading tax on his
incomeofTk92,61,456 for the fiscal
years 2002 to 2007,

Senior Special Judge Mohammad
Azizul Haq of the Dhaka
Metropaolitan Sessions Judge's Court
directed the jail authorites to pro-
ducePankajon September 2.

In the order, the judge said that
he took the case for trial against
Pankaj as the charges brought
against him under sections 164/ 166
of the [ncome Tax Ordinance 1984
werg found to be true.

On Sunday, a special court

i \

ing against Dulu and his wife in
connection with a graft case.

On August 21, the court in its
order mentioned that Dulu's wife
Sabina was absent in court on
August 16 and so the trial will con-
tinue against her, as her bail was no
more valid as per direction of the
High Court.

Dulu was produced before the
court yesterday during the hearing
ofthe case.

On July 22, ACC Assistant
Director Nurjahan Ahmed submit-
ted the charge sheet against Dulu
and his wife Sabina, showing 65
peapleas prosecution witnesses.

Earlier, Dulu's wife Sabina was
granted ad interim bail from the
High Court (HC) till submission of
the policereport.

The case was filed against them
with Adabar Police Station an April
19 for concealing Tk 3, 06,55,246 in
theirwealthstatements.

Two cops jailed
FROM PAGE 16

District and Sessions Judge's Court
delivered the verdict in presence of
theaccused, court sources said.

According to the prosecution, a
police team led by Assistant Police
Superintendent (ASP) Delwar
Hossain Sayeedi, actingona tip off,
chased down a rental car at
[tagachha of Satkhira on Satkhira-
Kaliganj highway on January 18,
They recovered 200 bottles of
Phensidyl from the abandoned car
and arrested Babul later on. Babul
informed police during interroga-
tions that 51 Sakmol and constable
Mostafizur hired him along with
the car and brought the Phensidyl
from Kulia in Debhata upazila.

The investigation officer of the
case later on submirtted the charge
sheet against the three accused
under the Emergency Power Rules.
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contracts for construction works
including road renovations worth
aboutTk30 crore.

The bribe was taken in phases
between February 12, 2005 and
February 17, 2005. Five work con-
tracts were awarded to the plaintiff,
the works of which were carried out
between 2004 and 2005.

The government contracts
included a work order for renova-
tion of roads under DFID projects
at Bhulta, Rupganj, and Rampura
worth Tk4.16 crore.

The other contracts were for
maintenance works of Rajshahi-
Natore Road, Rajshahi-Nawabganj
Road, and roads and highways in
greater Rajshahi area worth Tk 10
crore, for works of Faridpur-
Kamarkhali Road worth Tk 5.64
crore, for construction of Jamuna
Multi-purpose Bridge Building at
Banani in the capital warth Tk 4
crore, and another contract for

from the day of Rabeya's arrest or
hersurrender.

RABEYA'S OFFENCES

Rabeya in her tax return submitted
for 1988-'89 tax year did not men-
tion anything about 30,5 decimal of
land, owned by her at Kalihati in
Tangail, prosecution sources said.

In her tax return submitted for
1995-'96 tax year she did not meén-
tion anything about Tk 6 lakh she
had donated to a school on
December 13, 1994,

Rabeya had also donated Tk 4
lakh in five phases to the same
school between August 24, 1996
and September 19, 1996, but did
not mention anything about the
donation in her tax return submit-
ted for 1997-'98 taxyear.

In the tax return submitted for
2003-'04 tax year Rabeya also did
not mention anything about 50
decimal of land she had bought on
June 16, 2003 at Kalibatiin Tangail.
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