Dhaka University
incident
It is sad to see pictures of student
led agitations on the streets of
Bangladesh. Itis sad to read about
the incidents of people being killed
in violent clashes and public and
private property being destroyed as
a form of protest. Itis even sadder
to see teachers jumping on the
band-wagon with unruly “stu-
dents”, It seems even 36 years
after independence we are unable
to recognise that violence only
hurts us as a nation since we are no
longerunder foreign occupation.
In any civilised country a minor
incident where one spectator
blocked the view of another during
a mere soccer match would not
have sparked nationwide violence.

The army s partlyto blame.

At the same time, the so-called
“students” do not have a carte
blanche to hitout atlaw enforcers,
Law enforcers are also sons and
daughters of the soil and they have
ajob to do and makealiving. They
are human beingstoo and expectto
be treated with equal dignity and
honour. Just because they may not
have had the good fortune to havea
higher education does not mean
theycan be treated as theenemy. It
is not only confounding but also
utterly shameful that their teachers
have used this minor incident to
make political demands.
Bangladesh is a country of some
150 million people. Most of the
teachers and students involved in
this incident clearly enjoy a tre-
mendous amount of social privi-

Potholed roads

As the rainy season is drawing to the end, the
rains have become less sporadic. [n other
words, the rains are about to bid adieu to us.
However, one can see the tell-tale signs of the
magnitude of the monsoon rains on the face
of the city thoroughfares--the potholes, the
loose gravels and stones and the crater-like
formations. We, the common people, have to
suffer a lot as travelling by a tempo or local
bus has become, to a great extent, a bumpy
ut the main roads
of commuters
every day. The condition of the narrow alleys
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lege by virtue of being the selectfew |
that are in our highest seats of
publicly funded educational insti-
tutions. Imagine what will happen -
whenthe student(s) depicted in the
newspaper photos as beating up
someone in uniform comes to a
position ofauthority himself; (s)he |
will only know how to be destruc- |
tive. May be that's what we are
seeing today from the so-called
studentleaders of yester years! |
Perhaps as a nation it is time we |
came to our senses and realised |
that violence isn't the only way to |
deal with an issuc. Army officers
and anyone in a position of author- |
ityalso have to realise that they have
been entrusted with safeguarding |
our nation in one form or another.
By dawning a uniform, they must
remind themselves of that solemn

is even more miserable.

Again there are some open man-holes and
lost slabs on the side walks that pose great
danger to the unwary pedestrians. If you are
absent-minded, while walking on these pave-
ments, you may lose a limb or get seriously '
hurt. Especially, the night-walkers are facing
danger as they have to watch out for these

We hope that the authorities will look into
the matter and repair those damaged roads.

Pahartali, Chittagong

letters@thadailystar.nat

vow to protect Bangladesh the vow
to protect our people who include
people like Choles Ritchil, the rick-
shaw puller who was killed in these
violent incidents, the students who
were watching the soccer match
and anyone and everyone who is a
citizen and a resident of sovereign
Bangladesh.

Students have to realise that
they are the future of the nation.
Instead of arming themselves with
brick-bats, they need to arm them-
selves with knowledge and skill.
Instead oflearning how to set fire to
cars, they must learn how to design
and build cars so that one day
global automaobile manufacturing
industry can take a foothold in our
country. Students should learn
how to strengthen our legal system
and our administration so that one
day we can be truly independent,
instead of having to follow anti-
quated statutes and rules imposed
on us by the British centuries ago.
Students must learn how to deal
with the healthcare and social
needs of an over populated nation

i+ how to turn that liability into a

powerful asset. Teachers must
realise that moral responsibility to
guide and mentar their students to
build thatconfidence,

[ would like to see exemplary
punishmentofall those who were
responsible for mistreating the
students in the first place. [ would
like to see the immediate expulsion
of all students who are judicially
proven to have taken the law into
their own hands and [ would also
like to see suspension if not life-
time ban of all teachers who mis-
guided their students into turning
thisinto a political protest. Trouble
makers have no business in partici-
pating in building a better
Bangladesh. We are better off
without them, especially when we
havenoshertageofpeople.

This is a litmus test for the
interim government of Dr.
Fakhruddin Ahmed. We would like
to see a fair but stern reaction to
this sudden eruption of violence
that has posed a national security
threat. Do not fail us because if you
do, we will very soon revert back to
the days of cancerous corruption at
every tier of society. More than
anything else, we would like to see
this interim government succeed
in its holy mission of cleansing our
society and not allow itself to be
sabotaged by this type of incidents.
Shabbir A. Bashar, Ph.D.
Vancouver, [J5A

ses
I welcome the actions by the CTG

and the army for their flexibility
and prompt actions after the

regrettable DU incident. We need
to keep in mind that the incident
was prompted by the actions of an
individual or few individuals of the
army and mustnot blame the army
as an institution. The army has
admirably bent backwards in
accommuodating the students’
demands. Prompt actions by the
CTG and the army must be appre-
ciated.

Nothing can justify violence and
destruction of properties as a
means of protest. The government
must take any measure needed so
thatthe unruly elements do notuse
such incidents to disrupt peace
and stability. The nation as awhole
should stand behind the CTG and
our patriotic institution of army, in
their effort to protect peace, public
life and property. Citizens must be
vigilant that trapped, corrupt
politicians can not manipulate
these incidents to destabilise the
country and escape the rule of law
that has indicted many of them for
misuse of power and corruption.

The CTG and the army need all
out support from the law abiding
citizens to ensure that our objec-
tive of establishing a just and
corruption free society is not com-
promised under any pretext.
IgbalMahmood, Ph.D.,P.E.
Associate Engineer
Petra Geotechnical, Inc.

Murrieta, CA

Gobythelaw

First, I demand a thorough investi-
gation into the incidents of Dhaka
University by an independentbody
which will find out the reason as to
why such a small issue developed
into such a big matter and who
were instigatingit.

By the way, to meitisanincident
deliberately designed to embarrass
the CTG and ensure its early depar-
ture.

We have seen earlier that the
political parties, finding no other
alternatives, provoke their student
fronts to create anarchy and take
advantage of the situation to starta
‘movement’. Unfortunately, the
general students are subjected to
these sorts of unruly activities and
theiracademiclife is hampered.

This is an age-old story of
Bangladesh and this way all the
political parties have fooled the
nation.

Yes, ifanybody is found guilty by
the independent inquiry body,
only then he or they may be pun-
ished as per thelawoftheland.
Kazi Nasim Ahmed
Zigarola Notun Rasta
Dhaka
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Flood shelter
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[t appears that flood in
Bangladesh has become a
part of our life and is des-
tined to occur at least once in
two or three years, if not |
every year. To try to find
causes of flood or try to pre-
vent it would be a futile exer-
cise and an absurd proposi-
tion because such exercise
would not help us in any way
due to practical reasons.
Therefore, instead of sitting
idle and sulffer as a fait
accompli, perhaps we may
try to adopt measures which
may mitigate the sufferings
of the flood stricken people,
particularly belonging to the
far flung areas.

[n this respect [ have
thought of following steps
which may be of interest to
the authorities and other
quarters:

1. Construction of six sto-
ried flood shelters in the
remote inaccessible areas
throughout the country to
provide temporary shelters to
the displaced persons and
livestock of the locality. The
shelters should have at least
five thousand square feet in
each floor with helipad facil-
ity on the roof.

2. Each shelter should be
provided with two large boats
for use during flood.

3. One of the floors could

be exclusively used as clinic
and temporary residence for
physicians and their staff etc.

4. These shelters could be
used as school or madrasa
during off-season. A portion
of the shelters could also be
used as community centre so
that letting out those could
generate funds for mainte-
nance and meeting any other
expenses.

5. The management com-
mittee of each shelter may
comprise of representatives
from local public, UP mem-
bers, law enforcing agencies,
NGOs like BRAC, Grameen
Bank etc. The shelters should
be under the overall legal and
administrative supervision of
the Ministry of LGRD.

Since the proposed project
would entail investiment of a
substantial amount of money

‘to materidlise, appedls may

be made to foreign donor
agencies, Bangladeshi expa-
triates, local NGOs, and the
public for contribution.
Perhaps Grameen Bank
could consider participating
in such a noble project. So far
they are known for their
contribution through a com-
mercial and profit making
venture. Let them now come
up with some voluntary
activities for the welfare of
the distressed people. The
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country would now like to
see Dr. Yunus' benevolent
role for the benefit of and in
mitigating the sufferings of
the distressed humanity.

In the recent floods it was
noticed that public came up
spontaneously to donate to
flood relief funds without
asking for any “label” as was
asked by few major political
parties in their usual manner
of politicising every issue.
But for want of any safe
transportation such as
motorized water crafts, far
flung areas could not be
reached by them. As a result,
it was seen that, the flood
alfected people in and
around the cities were the
only recipients of the relief
materials.

[ believe the proposed idea
would mitigate the sufferings
of the flodd dffectéd People
to a great extent as relief
could be reached and distrib-
uted in an organised manner
in the shortest possible time
at their doorsteps. The ser-
vices of the armed forces also
could be sought to provide
their ldfistic support to help
the civil administration in
the distribution of relief mate-
rials smoothly in a proper
manner,

Mohammad Ataul Hoque
On e-mail
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Invitation for Local Tender TSR AT TP
| TS (qfet) a7 sfen
Bangladesh Power Development Board ESRGF-5I

Sealed local tenders are invited by Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB) from eligible & repuled local firm/ I

arganisalion for performing commercial aparalion works including computerise billing of S&D Division Tangail of BPDB for | ﬁﬁ.m ﬁm

three years as describe below and specified in the tender document. ?

1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resources/Power Division. Eid o\'J/Qoo q-00b Wﬂf HieT

2 Name of procuring entity Bangladesh Power Development Board. @a @wrS ol FEMaTa-sraT G GRIE ArEs AifF 5T 9

3__| Procuring entity district Dhaka, Bangladesh. - frror i ‘ Fare :

4 Tender invitation for Appointment of contracting firm for performing commercial operation works m o WT-E‘H‘ : mﬁm T, oy s i
including computerise billing of S&D Division Tangall of BPDB for three s olfel g il ey t ( ) B ( )i
years. ' TRGEA 3 = (DT DRt (SR

5 | Procurement method Open tendering method. GERCIN s

6 Source of funds BPDB's revanue fund in lacal currency. kS

7 | Tender number and date CZ/PDBMymensingh/07/115 __ Dala: 21-08-2007. 1 v BifeEa anfgs @ gum wEeEl,  ffem S,

8 Date of selling of tender document Upto 27-09-2007 during office hour. kgl wEwEaw-faeEes, i g,

g Time for complelion of the serice 3 (three) years. GIT | )

10 | Eligibility of tenderers The tenderers shall have experience of performing the similar wark as Wi FAea Ffsga 3 =il ao/v/ea3 wifad ot (=i
menlioned in the tander document. farmm o wif BEIGEN) |

iR Frica of tendar dacumant Tk 5,000.00 {five thousand) (nan-refundable) in shapa of Pay Order from \a IH
grgogflﬁgrﬂ:gaﬁ;?r of Bangladesh in favour of Dy. Director (A/C), RAOQ, 81 ?%3 oA ¢ ST vefbfodqy Wi W

12| Amount of tender securily Tk 500,000.00 (five 1ac). B0 Yoo ¥H¥ XWE 300 W

13| Validity of tender 150 (one hundred fifty) days from the datg of tender opening. o |

14 | Validity of tender security 178 (one hundred sevenly-eight) days respectively from the dale of opening ¢ T CIFR YA, 3 WO Q0/b/oqq SR G 3i90
of tender. wifas @ Gt |

15 | Name and address of the oifica | The Chief Engineer (Distribution), Cenlral Zone FASTEG (%) 97 Ffem, SEaaw-GEme, g @z,

tender invitation from Banglaclesh Power Development Board Giat | wasfamTsimg e (3 g Beifys amea) |
Bidyut Bhaban (1st Floar) el
Kewatkhali, Mymensingh. Tel: 091-65977 —
16 | Place of tender documents selling | 1. The General Manager, Commercial Operation 31 EHMEES 3 mAmEm ARS wmes
fram gangladesh Power Development Board GG (9A), SEERaB-eEa
any House, (2nd Floor P AETH WD AT
153.FM0IJLheel CIA, nmL-mo. o ;];m-_@ ?:I\:; 30 (.,(:T
2. The Chief Engineer (Distribution), Central Zone i !
Bangladesh Power Development Board AT GG S B3 ¢,000/-
Bidyut Bhaban {15t Floor) (e zrEm) waenE i wfars
Kewalkhali, Mymensingh. 23 |
17 | Place of tender dropping and tender | The Chief Engineer (Distribution), Central Zone I a1 uEmmEm ofmst e 1 Ammeem dfme 9 FamEst
opening g;f;gultagﬁ:::mrl Emopmanl Board et FifeGm Gy afe) @ cam
Kewatkhall, Mymensingh et ofier seredlia

‘ Tel: 091-6577 AR T WA |

18 | Date and time for submission of | On 30-09-2007 up to 11:00am (BST), TEa T o% A W e

tenders.. . A 2304 | AT TEAMTSITE 18 THE

19 | Dateand time for opening of tenders | On 30-09-2007 at 11:30am (BST), tender shall be opened in presence of § T @o% Bl ey wfrs 23

. tenderer/tenderer's authorised representative, if any. Wy, SRR B 0w (fom) Mom T

20 | Place ul'pre-lendermeetmg : Not applicable. “faretry afaar oEmE gfam fos

21 | Date & tima of pre-tender meeting Not applicable. : - A | S SR S B

22 | Clarification on lender document Any clarification anly tender document purchasers can apply to Chief | W
Engineer (Distribution), Central Zone at least 15 (ifteen) days before the IS =1 220 |
tander opening date. 91 U AEeE 3 (9) OGS MEeEE () TEE AArsa

23 | Special instructions Any tender received by the purchaser after lhe deadiine for submission of @ () Ay wwem (%)
tanders shall be declared late, will be rejected, and ratumed unopened to g Ao,  Dudaa e
the tendarer. , Grgertg (3) S0 GfEEHE e
The purchaser rasarves Ihe right to accept any tender, to annul the lender (5) wicta s SR GfTsiEs
process, or ta reject any or all lenders, at any time prior to contract award. 2 ( AT W3TE fo

24 | Briel description of work and | Establishment of computer center far computerise bill preparation, electronic CR) e S50 (i)

semvicas ladger maintenance and consumer ledger printing, payment clearance 3 srefrs wfT () e
cartificate printing and distribution bil distribution, taking meter reading, new WOT Ao Fiiega @ s
cansumar cannaction service connection, bank calleclion and commarcial NS US| spperar @i
reporting, meter exchange/installation, discannection/reconnection, meter AAPRAlD WL o9 (fsa7) af% 7fq
sealing and achieving given system loss and collection fargat for S&D : el wfies 230
Division Tangall of BPDB for three years. B1  FENT M e DA A ANSETS G A Ao Gzl A
The Chief Ecgﬂlrlr'l:le; J:;strlbutlon] 15wt AT S AGTH] B |

Bangladesh Power Development Board R Rl

Bidyut Bhaban (1st Floar) UGS (471)

Bidyul/Jana-155(4)/22-8-07 Kewatkhali, Mymensingh AT BT

GD-2885 Tel: 091-65977 farfs - avea (FTH-983dr

s AT AW € (T CF »-p-2009 SIfTA | FEFS @rrel ¢ wfews]
R AT Tl
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(*1) ST T CTEES SFE FoF AW Biffas 7w |

() FEm ZEfmm Afrw @amme/GT s ens siema/cliTsT eaEmE
FEE AW ATEG T |

(8) =fome™ AW @ (% 9TF) |

(®) farstiit e satifiea orm 2

(30) AT FATHCAA (Y ST JSarHEE S 76 E0] AR T4l 304 |

(5)  UfSTATEl CoArmina e YFETAIR FraTs TR TS0 S0 Ao S A wiiE
TACS T0A | '

(33)  TErF (FF B A AT @1 (F GAAR A2 A ST FAS] AH FEA G
framer freafe e e FEorT frms onm wes oo ToEfES w1 T Fs
ATHC A1 1 TS A WIREFS G we e Fas o 5t Al

(39) @@ wwa A Ferfe e wrEsTe A fwate ) gidie Ehrs/cifis @i
SRS S (T Ba/fea o =z \

T35 (e1157)

fEfG-2ubq A 91 sfirmead gEre I




