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Ayoung boy prays next to candles on the boundary wall after participating in amemorial cararnuny for the victims of
the twin bombings near one of the hlast sites at Lumbini Park in Hyderabad Sunday.

AFP, Hyderabad

Hindu nationalists staged a strike
yasterday in protest at twin bomb-

| ings linked to Islamic militants that

killed 42 peaple here, accusing the
Indian government of a "soft
approach onterrorism".

The strike led by the main oppo-
sition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

¢ in the southern city of Hyderabad
+ kept many people from work and
+ school in the mixed Hindu-Muslim

city, still reeling from ‘iamrddya
carnage,
India's home secre:ary

| Madhukar Gupta on Monday

pointed the finger at foreign-based
Islamic militant groups, echoing
accusations made earlier by the
government of Andhra Pradesh
state, of which Hyderabad is the
capital.

"We are probing all angles. It
may be that Lashkar-e-Toiba,

Jaish-e-Muhammad could be
involved,” Gupta said on news
channel NDTV, naming two
Pakistan-based militant groups
fighting an Islamic separatist
insurgency in [ndian Kashmir.

Indian officials and analysts
have blamed Islamic extremist
groups for stoking Hindu-Muslim
tensions to derail an India-
Pakistan peace process and dam-
age the country's hooming econ-
omy.

"The important thing is to find
out who was involved both in the
planning and the preparation as
well as in the execution” of the
blasts at a packed outdoor audito-
rium and a nearby food stall, Gupta
added.

But the BJF pointing to the
failure to find those behind a string
ofdeadlyblasts around the country
in the past year, said the govern-
ment in New Delhi had not done

enough to ensure security within
India's borders.

"We havebeen constantly warn-
ing the centre (federal govern-
ment) that it should take adequate
measures to strengthen internal
security, but the Congress-led
government has never bothered to
rein in terror," said senior BJP
leader Vijay Kumar Malhotra,

The strike kept Hyderabad, a
normally reeming city of 6.5 mil-
lion people, quiet Monday, with
about 2,500 state-run buses off the
roads after 10 of them came under
attackin the wake of the blasts,

State-run and private schools
declared a holiday after the BJP
called the state-wide strike. Police
received several telephone bomb
threats, all of them apparently
hoaxes.

Forensic experts were Monday
studying the material used in the
bombs which were set off by timers

| Govt goes 'soft on terror’

Say Indian Hindu nationalists

and left more than 50 wounded.
"Yes, it is a timer-based explo-

sive and one bomb that we

defused, it also had a quartz clock
timer," investigating officer Ram
Mohantold NDTV.

Police recovered and defused
one bomb found in a cinema a few
hours after the twin blasts.

Initial reports said police had
recovered several more unex-
ploded bombs across the city, but
the claims werelater denied.

The state's chief minister, ¥S
Rajshekhar Reddy, said that "avail-
able information" pointed to the
involvement of terrorist organisa-
tions based in neighbouring
Pakistan and Bangladesh.

He rejected any intelligence
failure on the part of his govern-
ment amid calls for his resignation
in the wake of the second major
terror attack in the city in less than
sixmonths.

Thai eleéﬁon
set for Dec 23

AFP, Bangkok

Thailand has set December 23 as
the date for its first general election
since the coup that toppled pre-
mier Thaksin Shinawatra last year,
the nation's top electoral official
said Monday.

The election commission's
head, Apichart Sukhagganond,
announced the date after meeting
with Prime Minister Surayud
Chulanont, saying it was chosen
because "this will give political
parties enough time to run their
campaigns.”

Intense political jockeying was
already underway before the
announcement, as Thaksin's allies
regroup under a new political party
and junta leader Sonthi
Boonyaratglin considers whether
hewillrun forthe premiership~

The date meets army-installed
Surayud's oft-repeated promise to
hald elections to restore democ-
racy before the end of the year. It
will become official only once
Thailand'sking signsoffonit.

Militants launch fresh
attacks in Pakistan

3 Nato soldiers, 2 Afghan troops killed in fighting

AP, AFP, Miranshah

Militants and soldiers exchanged
fire in northwest Pakistan yester-
day, an official said, killing one
militant and injuring three civil-
ians and a soldier in a lawless
region where US authorities worry
al-Qaedaisregrouping.

“ The clash in North Waziristan
came a day after four militants and
asoldier died in fightingthereand a
suicide attack killed four police-
men in neighbouring North West
Frontier Province,

The militants fired rockets at a
security post on the outskirts of
North Waziristan's main town of
Miranshah before dawn Manday,
sparking a gunbattle with troops, an
intelligenceofficial said on condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorised tospeak to the media.

A mortar shell apparently fired
by security forces hit a civilian
home, wounding two womenand a
child, the afficial said. One militant
was killed and one soldier
woundedin the firing.

Militants rocketed military

5

posts and bases in Miranshah and
in Mir Ali, another North
Waziristan town, but no one was
htirt, he said.

Meanwhile, three foreign sol-
diers and two Afghan troops were
killed Monday in intense fighting
with rebels in eastern Afghanistan,
the US military told AFE

Afghanistan in the past two days
and brought to 150 the death toll
for the international military forces

“inthe country this year.

Left, govt meet

 to talk nuke
 deal impasse

| PTI1, New Delhi

- Leaders of Congress and Left par-
- ties would meet in New Delhi on

Monday in a bid to resolve the
current stand-off over the nuclear
deal following the Left threat of

| serious consequences if the agree-
jment

with the US is
operationalised.

External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee and Ahmed Patel,
Political Secretary to Congress
President Sonia Gandhi, will meet

Left leaders this afternoon to sort

. - outthedifferencesover the deal.
The latest deaths took to six the | QpeL e s

‘number of foreign soldiers killed in

The Core Group of the Congress
had earlier this week met here soon
after party chief Sonia Gandhi's
return from a tour of South Africa

- and decided to hold talks with Left

leaders to find a way out.

Leaders vow to bridge
Iraqi sectarlan divide

AFP, Baghdad

[raq's fractious political leaders
squeezed out a broadbrush deal
early yesterday aimed at bridging
the sectarian divide under mount-
ing pressure fromWashington,

The accord was cautiously
welcomed by the White House,
which faces growing calls to with-
draw American troops and com-
plaints from US lawmakers who are
losing trust in Shiite Prime Minister
Nurri al-Maliki,

However, initial reaction from
Sunni parties suggested the deal
would not be enough to lure them
back to Maliki's government.

And in Paris, French President
Nicolas Sarkozy called for a clear

timetable to be set for the with-
drawal of foreign troops from Irag,
in his first major foreign policy
address since taking office.

Sarkozy's appeal came as pres-
sure grew within the US Senate for
President George W. Bush to start
withdrawing the forces he ordered
to Iraq in March 2003 to overthrow
Saddam Hussein as the US troop
death toll nears 4,000.

In the reconciliation deal, the
leaders agreed to ease restrictions
on former members of Saddam's
Baath party taking up government
jobs, to hold provincial elections --
akeydemand of Washington -- and
help security forces in stopping the
bloodshed, President Jalal
Talabani's office said,

US AG Gonzales qults

AFP, Washington

US Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales is resigning, officials said
yesterday, as President George W.
Bush's confidant fell victim to a politi-
cal storm deepened by Democratic
demandsfora perjury probe.

Gonzales, at the center of fierce
rows over legal tactics in the 'war
on terror' and a showdown over the
firing of federal prosecutors, was
the latest top Bush ally to leave, 17
months before the president exits
the White House.

A senior White House official
confirmed the resignation of the
top US law enforcement officer,
who had even lost confidence of
senior Republicans.

Gonzales was due to hold a press
conference at 10:30 am, (1430 GMT],
Justice Departmentofficials said.

Bush was to make his own state-

ment from Texas, where he is on
working vacation around 11:50 am
(1550 GMT), theWhite House said.
After months defying demands
by Democrats and even some of
Bush's Republican allies in
Congress for his resignation,
Gonzales told Bush he would quit in
a telephone call on Friday, another
seniorWhite House official said.

6 civilians killed as US
lashes with Iragi militia,
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AFP, Kut/ Baghdad

Six civilians were killed yesterday,
caught in the crossfire during
clashes between US forces and the
Mahdi Army militia near the city of
Kut, southeast of Baghdad, security
and medical officials said.

‘Police Captain Ali Muhsin said the
clashes broke out at dawn between a
joint [raci and US force and elements
of the Mahdi Army in the village of
Anwaral-Sadr, justsouth of Kut.

He said US helicopters took part
in the operation against the Shia
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“our US soldiers slain

* militiamen, which continued untjl

late morning, closing off main
roadsinthearea,

Earlier insurgents have killed
four more American troops north
and west of Baghdad, the military
said yesterday,

"Two Task Force Lightning
Soldiers were killed by enemy
gunfire in Salaheddin province
Sunday,” a statement said.
Salaheddin's capitalisTikrit, home-
town of executed dictator Saddam
Hussein,

Sarkozy calls for
troop exit

-

from Iraq - -

| | AFP, Paris

1Tty

President Nicolas Sarkozy yesterday |
called for a clear timetable for the |
withdrawal of foreign woops from |
Iraq a8 he outlined an assertive role |

for France inother world hotspors.

Making his first foreign policy
speech since taking office, Sarkozy
recalled that France had opposed
the US invasion of Iraq in 2003 bt
that it was now ready to help the
international community bring
ahouta palitical solution.

"A clear horizon must be
defined concerning the withdrawal
of foreign troops,” Sarkozy said in

the address to French ambassadors |
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Head Office : Shilpa Bank Bhaban (8"-10™, 16"-19" Floors)
8, Rajuk Avenue, Dhaka-1000.

PUBLIC NOTICE

IFIC Bank Limited has received an offer from ABC Real Estates Limited and
ABC (Mechanical-Electrical) Limited represented by their constituted Attorney
ABC Joint Venture for purchasing (approx) 9044 sft. floor space (1* floor)
with underground Car Parking Space for 6(six) Cars along with proportionate
undivided and undemarcated share of land of the ABC HERITAGE situated
at Uttara Commercial Area, Sector No. 03, Plot No. 02 & 04 of the Layout
Plan of Rajdhani Unnayan Katripakkha (RAJUK) in the District of Dhaka as
mentioned in the following schedule.

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY

days

il

All that piece and parcel of proportionate undivided and undemarcated share
of land measuring more or less 1.64 Katha, out of total 23 Kathas of land
situated at Uttara Commercial Area, Jashimuddin Avenue, Sector No.03, Plot
No.02 & 04 of the layout Plan of Uttara Commercial Area prepared by
Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (RAJUK) now confined in 1% floor measuring
.more or less 9044 sft. of a 14 (Fourteen) storied Commercial Project namely
ABC HERITAGE with 06 (six) Car Parking Space in the south section of
underground Parking area at Level -2 constructed on-the said 23 Kathas of
land as per plan approved by RAJUK butted and bounded by:

The North : Plot No.06 owned by Mr. Alauddin Ahmed
The South _  : Jashimuddin Avenue

The East : Public Road

The West : Public Road 3

If any body has any objection/interest in the aforesaid property should
contact the following address with valid documents/papers within 7 (seven)
m the date of publication of this notice. After expiry of 7 (seven) days,
IFIG ank Limited will not be held responsible to any body for this deal.

Md. Badrul Alam -

PHOTO: AFP

A man drives a tractor past burming vegetation in Platanos Sunday naar the site of Ancient Olympia. The death toll
from Greece's raging wildfires rose to 60 following the discovery of another body in the Peloponnese peninsula.

AP, Kathmandu

Nepal's government has decided to
nationalise five more palaces and
eight private parks and forest
reserves owned by the country's king
and his family, an official said yester-
day - the most recent in a series of
steps that have undercut the power
ofthe world'slast Hindumonarchy.

"We have decided to nationalize
five more palaces outside
Kathmandu and eight parks and
jungles," said Prithvi Subba
Gurung, minister for culture, tour-
ismand civil Aviation.

Last week, the government
nationalized the Katmandu palace
and six other royal homes and said
they would be handed over to the
state's archaeology department.

Among the recently confiscated
properties are Gokarna Forest, a

Nepal nationalises
royal properties::

reserve innortheast Katmandu, the
Nagarjun Palace, a beautiful hilltop
bungalow in northwest Katmandu
and Ratna Mandir in the resort
town of Pokhara, Gurung said.

Despite its nationalization, the
royal family will be allowed to live in
Narayanhity Royal Palace - the site of
the 2001 massacre thatleft nineroyals
dead and brought current King
Gyanendra to power - until a special
assembly is elected and decides
whether tokeep themonarchy:

The election, now scheduled for
November, has been repeatedly
delayed.

Gyanendra assumed the throne
in 2001 and four years later seized
absolute power, saying he would
bring order to a chaotic political
scene and quell a Maoist insur-
gency that has killed nearly 13,000
peopleinthe pastdecade.

Good Wishes

| Tahlil Hossain
| Shawan, a student
of Bir Shrestha Mur
Mahammod Rifles
| Public School & |
| Callege has gol
GPA-SInHSCaxam
this year. Healso gat
GPA-5 in SSC
exam, His father Mr.

i| Musharmof Hossain is a senior manager of
| ICODRB and the curent president of
| Bangladesh Society for Human Resource

|| thepeoplebeingadactar.

Management. His malher Fouzia Afrof Salina
is an excallent housewlfe. He wanis (o serve

Corrigendum
Invitation for
Tender -

Ref No. BB-3/KARV3-24/1131
Date: 14/08/07

Ref No. BB-3/KARI/3-24/1207
Dated 12/7/07 was published.
At S| No 19 price of tender
document in Taka for each
tander document in the form of
Pay-Order/Bank Draft from
schedule bank of Bangladesh
in favour of, should be Deputy
Director (RAQ), BPDP, Sylhet,
instead of Executive Engineer,
Sales & Distribution Division-3,
BPDB, Sylhet. ;

7 § Chief Law Officer Executive Engineer
= 5 e -

. IFIC Bank Limited . Sales & Distribution Divison-3

Head Office, 8, Rajuk Avenue, " ° : BPDB, Sylhet

BSB Building (10th floor), Dhaka. | - o
' BiddyutiJan-1
Phone # 9563020 Ext-233 c,'gfgygfs ek s
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