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FLOOD LOSSES

Tk 110cr roads, culverts

GoLAM MOSTAFA JIBON,Sirajgan

ruined in Sirajganj

Fload has damaged 4,000 kilometre
(KM) roads and 450 bridges and
culverts completely or partially in
allnine upazilas here.

Officially the loss has been
estimated at about Tk 110 crore,
according to Roads and Highways
Department (RHD].

Road communicationis yetto be
restored in the upazilas as 90 per-
cent of roads, bridge and culvert
have become. unfit for use and
vehicular movement. These roads
have become death traps for pedes-
trians and passengers of vehicles.

Hundreds of vehicles including
buses and tucks ply along the
highway and various roads con-
necting the districts of north Bengal
with the capital city via Sirajganj
everyday. Vehicles carrying bricks,
cement, coal, sand and other goods
also ply through the roads.

The Roads and Highways
Department (RHD) sources said,
scores of potholes, cracks and
breaches have developed at many
points on the roads following flood.
After a slight rainfall the roads
become muddy and slippery.
Besides, 17 roads have been dam-
aged completely and those have
become unfit for movement. As a
result, communication through the
roads remained stopped although
floodwaters receded completely.

About 50 KM road from Sirajganj
to Kazipur has been damaged
completely. Many bridges have
collapsed by the current of flood-
waters.
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Aflood damaged road in Sirajganj. The picture was taken yesterday from Soyadhangara areain the district town.

Vehicles like bus and truck de
not ply on the road, as the repairing
work is yet to be started. Pourasava
Road running behind the
pourasava office have been washed
by floodwaters.

About 25 KM road from
Sirajganj town to Hatikumrul have

been damaged completely. Heavy

vehicles like goods laden trucks are

now plying through a diversion
road through Koddarmorh making
the journey longer hy abour 22 KM
mare.

Besides, roads running from
Sirajgang to Bahirgola, Sirajganj to
Pangashi-Raiganj, Sirajganj to
MNalka and Sirajganj to Jiarmorh are
now totally unfit for vehicular
movement. Many roads in Sirajgan;

municipality area are now closed
fallowing development of innu-
merable potholes and cracks as
those remained under water for
two weeks during flooding.
Conscious citizens have urged
the relevant authorities to recon-
struct the damaged roads, bridges
ai‘ul culverts without further delay
far national interest.
|

Kishoreganj
BNP leader
remanded

Oun CORRESPONDENT, Kishoreganj

A BNP leader here has been
remanded for five days in an extor-
tion case filed with Kishoreganj
policestation.

Municipality unit BNP secretary
[smail Hossain Modhu was
remanded after police produced
him before the court of magistrate
AbuTaher Md Sayed yesterday.

Joint forces arrested him from
Tarapasa area in the town on
Sunday.

Kishoreganj police station
officer-in-charge (OC) Abu Md
Fazlul Karim, also investigation
officer (I0) of the case, said
Kishoreganj road transport associ-
ation secretary Alamgir Murad Reja
filed the extortion case against
Madhu.

The complainant said the BNP
leader used to realise illegal toll
from all buses plying from
Kishoreganj to Dhaka and
Chittagong during four-party
alliance rule. .

Jaint forces filed another
against the BNP leader under
Emergency Powers Act, police
sources said.

Tk 2.5cr Indian

cloth recovered
A CORRESPONDENT, C'nawabganj

Members of the Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) recovered Indian clothes
warth Tk 2.5 crore from
Kamlakantapur ghat in Shibganj
upazilaon Sundaynight.

Acting on a tip-off, BDR mem-
bers recovered the Indian clothes
while being smuggled into the
COUntry.

However, none was arrested.

Project Vacancy

Master Trainers for Agricultural
Extension Component

The Agricultural Extension Component (AEC) of the Agriculture
Sector Support Programme (ASPS-Il) - attached to the Field
Service'WingaDepdrirgent of Agyicnityre;Extegsiod (PAE) is beingy
impleménted Undef a !iiatemf-aﬂree:ﬁed betweern-Gavarnment of
Bangladesh and Denmark. The main facus of AEC is
implementation of Integrated Crop Management (ICM) through
Farmers Field School (FFS) approach, and also includes support
to mass media, on-farm research and private sector development.
Eight Master Trainers will be recruited for AEC; five of them will
work full time for the ICM, FFS, and three will share their time with
Seed Wing, Ministry of Agriculture (SW/MOA), On-Farm Research
Division (OFRD) of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute
(BARI) and Agricultural Information Services (AIS) -- lhe assaciate
agencies of AEC.

Main Duties and Responsibilities:

The main duties and respansibilities of the Master Trainers are as
fallows:

@ Monitoring and technical backstopping of all field related
activities of AEC.

® Facilitating training courses for Departmental Trainers and
Farmer Trainers as well as other service providers, input
dealers, and representatives from farmer groups.

@ Assistance with curriculum development for all training.

@ Assistance with the development and use of mass media for
extension.

@® Specific responsibilities for special interest activities (e.g. seed,
markeling, nulrition, research and development, cross cutting
issues, organisational and business development, etc).

@ Preparation and presentation of monthly progress reparts.

® Undertake any other duties as may be required by the Senior
Adviser and Project Directar.
Educational Qualifications and Experiences
All Master Trainers (MTs) must have at least a university degree
in agriculture with at least 10 years practical experiences in
agricultural extension, research or technical services. This should
include experience in Farmer Field Schoal (FFS) approach and
development of farmer groups and farmers lrainers. The MTs
should have experience in IPM/ICM approach as well as
experience of working with component level Advisers and
Consultants. Working in similar donor-funded projects, as well as
Danida projects in Bangladesh would be an advantage.
The Master Trainers who will work in SW/MOA, BARI and AIS
must have training and experiences in seed technology, on-farm
research and development cammunication respectively. All the
Master Trainers will be basad in AEC office in Khamarbari but will
travel outside Dhaka regularly and spend prolonged periads in the
field. All candidates should have good command in English and
Gomputer Operation. The age limit for these positions is 50 years
at the date of application.
Terms of Employment
The appaintment will be made on full-time contract basis for a
period of two years. The salary will be determined based on
experience and qualifications. Other benefits will be provided in
accordance with Danida's service rules for lacally recruited staff.

Conditions of application

The eligible candidates are requested to send their application in
English with detailed CV, recent passport size photograph and
attested copies of educational and experience certificales (o
Senior  Adviser, Agricultural Extension Component (AEC),
Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE), Room # C761, 6th
Floor, Rear Building, Khamarbari, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215 on or
before  23rd September 2007. AEC encourages equal
opportunities for male and female candidates. The candidates
already in service should apply through proper channel. The AEC
authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
applications without giving any reason. The litle of the position
must be mentioned on the top of the envelope. Only the short-
listed candidates will be called for interview. Any form of

- persuasionlwili be treated as disqualification. GD-2893

! ! PHOTO: STAR
District Election Office brought out a procession in Bogra town yesterday to create mass awareness about voter
listing with photo and preparation of national ID card.

HARVESTING BEGINS IN EIGHT NORTHERN DISTRICTS

Jute farmers optimistic
of getting fair price

Oun CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Farmers in eight northern districts
including Nilphamari have started
harvesting jute.

As the quality of harvested jute is
good till now, the farmers have
been expecting fair price of their
produce this season. There is ade-
quate water in canals, ponds and
rivers torot raw jute.

Sources in Rangpur regional
office of the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) said
this year jute was cultivated in
70,000 hectares of land in Rangpur,
Dinajpur, Gaibandha, Kurigram,
Lalmonirhat, Panchagarh,
Thakurgaon and Nilphamari.

Of them, Tosa variety of jute
cavered 80 percent and local vari-
ety covered 20 percent. The official
production target was 5,25,000
bales in the eight districts. DAR
officials are still optimistic of fulfill-
mentofthe production target.

Last year, jute was cultivated on
60,000 hectares of land in the eight
districts. Farmers cultivated juteon
more 10,000 hectares of land this
year as they got good price of jute
lastyear.

Sources in different jute markets
in the eight districts said a maund
(40 kg) of local variety of jute is
being sold at between TkA00 to 450
while Tosa variety of jute at
between Tk 500 to 600. High quality
jute is being sold at Tk 700 in the
areas.

Last year, farmers got the high-
est Tk 850 for each mound of jute
according toclass.

i

Abdul Hye, a farmer at

Salongram village in jaldhaka
upazila  said he culiivated Tosa
variety of jute on two acres of land
and got 28 maund of raw jute. He
sold it at Tk 15400 in Jaldhaka
markets. He also said he sold jute
dticks at Tk 8,000 this year. 'l got a
total of Tk 23,400 by selling jute and
jutesticks,' he said. ‘[ produced jute
on two acres of land at Tk 18,000,
he said. 'T earned a net profit of Tk
5,400", he said.

Last year he earned much more
profit by selling a maund of Tosa
juteatbetween Tk H00 to 850,

Igbal Bashar, a landowner at
Chandonbari village of Boda

“upazila in Panchagarh said jute

farmers are likely to be benefitted
this season by selling jute directly
inmarkets.

Rangpur Regional Jute office
additional director (AD) Abul
Kashem said eight jute mills have
sought permission to open 10 jute
purchasing centres in 5 districts of
greater Rangpur.

The mills are Amin Jute Mills,
Crescent jute mills, Delta Jute Mills,
Latif Bawani Jute Mills, Platinum
Jute Mills, UMC Jute Mills,
Bangladesh Jute Mills and Aleem
Jute Mills.

Of themn Latif Bawani Jute Mills
and UMC are willing to open two
jute- purchasing centre each and
the rest six mills would open one
centreeach.

Sawkat Ali, additional director
‘of Dinajpur regional jute office said

three jute mills, Amin Jute Mills,

Karim Jute Mills and Eastern Jute

‘Mills have sought permission to
open three purchase centres in two

districts of greater Dinajpur.

Meanwhile, some jute purchas-
ing centres have celebrated lucky
purchase already.

The additional director of
Rangpur region jute office Abul
Kashem expressed his optimism
saying jute price might rise further
as soon as all the mills start pur-
chasing jute. He said at present the
farmers are getting fair price of
jute.

Over Tk 29cr crops lost
in Chandpur flood

A CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

Flood has damaged standing crops
worth over Tk 29 crore in eight
upazilas, according to an official
estimate of the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) here.

Crops on 7,297 hectares were
fully damaged by the recent flood
in the eight upazilas while 45,085
hectares of land were brought
under cultivation in the entire
district, official sources said.

As many as, 83, 500 farmers,
most of themn small and marginal,
were worst affected due to crop
loss. The crops include Aus and
Aman paddy seed beds, vegetable
and betel leaf plantation and sug-
arcane.

The worst affected crops were
seedbeds of transplanted (Ropa)
Aman, (50.68 per cent), according
to official records.

In Haimchar upazila, betel leaf
plantation was damaged to the
tuneofTk7.30 crore.

In Matlab North upazila, seed
beds of Ropa Aman, Bona Aman
and vegetables were damaged to
the tune of Tk 5.83 crore.

In Sadar, standing seed beds of
Aus, Bona Aman and vegetable
were damaged to the tune of Tk
4.42 crore.

In Matlab South, Bona Aman
and vegetables were damaged to
the tune of Tk 3.22 crore.

In Faridganj upazila, seedbed of
Ans and sugarcane were damaged
to the tuneofTk 2.68 crore.

In Hajiganj upazila, Bona Aman
and vegetables were damaged to
the tune of Tk 2.5 crare.

In Shahrasti upazila, Aus and
Bona Aman seed beds and vegeta-
bles were damaged to the tune of
Tk 1.82 crore and in Kochua

upazila, Aus and Bona Aman seed-
beds and vegetables, were dam-
agedtothe tuneofTk 1.27 crore,

Farmers at Sadar, Haimcharand
Matlab North said every year,
natural calamities .cause massive
damage to their crops.
Consequently, they are becoming
pauper year after year.

They have urged the govern-
ment to introduce crop insurance
system in the country so that they
can recoup the loss caused by
natural calamities like flooding.

When contacted, the deputy
director of DAE here Abdur Rashid
said, 'If crop insurance is intro-
duced in Bangladesh, our farmers
will be highly benefited."

The recent flood has lefta trial of
devastation, official sources said.
The loss will go up further if flood
occurs again, sources said.

Kushtia lawyer
held for filing
'false’ cases .

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Kushria

A magistrate court here yesterday
segt a lawyer (o jail for filing false
rapie cases against innocent per-
sons through his daughter.

Advocate Wazedul Islam Khan
alias Chad hailing from
Chakharipur in Khoksa upazilawas
arrested by police Sunday night.

Police said Chad filed at least 30
rape cases through his daughter
againstdifferent peoplein his area.

On investigation, police found
the cases to be false and lodged
complaints with Kushtia Bar
Association. Kushtia Bar
Association suspended his mem-
bershipon August23.

In a similar incident, the lawyer
filed a false rape case against Khoksa
police station officer-in-charge
(OC) last year. Police raided his
Chakharipur house in Khoksa in
this connection and arrested him.

Four held with
arms in |

Bagerhat

BSS, Bagerhar

Joint forces arrested four terrorists
from Pulerhat area under
Morelganj upazila and seized one
shutter-gun along with four rounds
of bullet from their possession on
Saturday night.

Acting on a tip-off, joint forces
raided Pulerhat area and arrested four
membersofaninfamous gang named
afteronechairmanMonaKhan.

Those arrested were Alamgir
Hossain, Harun Khan, Nantu Khan
and Ali Azim Khan.

Following their confessional
statement, joint forces recovered a
shutter-gunand fourroundsofbullet.

The arrested terrorists were
handed over to Meralganj police.
Police said the arrested persons
were accused in a number of cases
including murder, terrorism, extor-
tionand women repression.

Houses allotted
for 200 landless
families

Bss, Patuakhali

A total of 200 landless families of
Laukathi under Sadar upazila of
the district have received letter of
allotments for dwelling houses.

Deputy commissioner ABM Mir
Moshiur Alam distributed the later
ofallotments on Saturday.

Bangladesh Navy is implementing
the housing project on 18 acres of khas
land in cooperation with the local
governmentengineeringdepartment.

Besides, small loans will be
provided to the poor families for
fish and vegetable farming to make
themself-reliant.
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We Deeply Mourn

Wa deeply mourn the sad demise of Syed Nahoum Ali of SF Ahmed and
Co., who passed away last Friday following a massive heart attack. He
touched every soul that came along the way during his sojourn of only four
months with us. His is an irreparable loss for us and the country.

We pray to Allah for his etemal peace.
And we convey our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family. %
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