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Bayern Munich striker Luca Toni (C) celebrates with teammates after scoring the opening goal during their Bundesliga clash against Hannover at the Allianz

Arenain Munich on Saturday.

AFP, Berlin

There will be
smiling faces
on the streets of
Munich this
week after
Bayern Munich
hammered
Hanover 3-0 to
3 ensure the best
possible start to a Bundesliga sea-
50, -

Bayern have now scored 10
goals after dominating all of their
first three games, the best start in
Bundesliga history, and their 69-
million-euro summer spending
spree now looks like sound busi-
ness sense rather than excessive.

Their 100-percent record leaves
them top of the Bundesliga with a
1wo-pointlead.

er(fér Hremen betore them,

power and defended deeply
auainst Munich's 4-2-3-1 forma-
non, with Italian Luca Toni as the ¢

lone striker.

The defensive tactic back-fired
for Hanover as their discipline went
out the window, conceding five
yellow cards, two of which went the
way of Albanian midfielder Altin
Lala.

World Cup winner Toni gave
Bayern a 1-0 half-time lead and
scored his third goal in his first
three games since he was bought
from Fiorentina this summer for 11

million euros, but immediately .

limped outof the game with a thigh
strain.

The injury is not thought to be
serious and he should be available
for Sunday's trip to Hamburg.

With Ribery and German inter-
national Bastian Schweinsteiger
bossing the midfield, Bayern
attacked at will in the second-half
and the dam finally burst in the

Mark -Van, Bommel smashed his
shothome,
Fellow midfielder Hamit

Altintop completed the rout when
he drove his shot past Hanover's

hardworking goalkeeper Robert
Enkewithfour minutes remaining.
"This Bayern side are hard to
work out, which makes it very
difficult for teams defending
against them," said Enke after
spending a fruitless afternoon on
Saturday trying to halt Bayern's
artack.
“That is a completely new qual-
ity that Bayern Munich nowhas.”
While Bayern big names like
Ribery and Schweinsteiger are in
the sort of form which sold out the
69,000-capacity Allianz Arena,
coach Otrmar Hitzfeld has a few
problemsamongst hisstrikers.
Allafhis top four are now at least
carrying knocks, although Toni,
Miroslav Klose and Lukas Podolski
are expected to be training this
week and only Jan Schlaudraff is
somewity off full fitness,

._..._“,,‘l:glﬁ“ﬂ- like Hansa,, Rastock, . f9) mimmi.sr'nf;n-UH.wh;hﬁrﬂrnrl.!l.,.i.:.T- After Taphs DY hqvgper ot
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“hid no answers to Bayern's fire-

sandro Wagner, plucked. froff’
DBayern's reserves, was the lone
striker, but he fared well thanks to
the support he enjoyed from his
midfield.

All smiles in Munich

-are still some parts of our game we
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But despite such an impressive
performance, Hitzfeld, who has
twice coached Champions League
winners, will be keeping his side's
feetfirmlyonthe ground.
| "We played very well, but there

have to mmprove," said Hitzfeld,
althougi he had clearly enjoyed his
250th Bundesliga victory as much
asanyother.
. "We haven't achieved anything
yer, we are clear favourites for the
Bundesliga title, but there is a long
way to go and we have big games
ghead with Hamburg and Schalke
comingup.

"lris still early days.”

But with Klose, Podolski and

Toni expected back in training |.

towards the end of the week, along-
side German defender Marcell
fansen and Argentinian midfelde

Enstpedinaloip’

in fact, itis hecoming difficult to
seewho canstop Dayern on the way
w their 21st crown as German
champions.

Owen staying

E$3 Football

AFP, Newcastle

England striker Michael Owen said
he has no intention of excercisinga
release clause in his contract with
Newcastle, pledging his future to
the English Premier League club.

Owen has been linked with an
exit from St James' Park almost
from the moment he joined the
Magpies two years ago from Real
Madrid, and admits that he has a
release clause in his contract,
believed to be worth 1lmillion
pounds.

The former Liverpool favourite
told the News of the World: "l've

only been at Newcastle two years
and the speculation’s been unbe-
lievable. At the end of every season,
people were asking 'Is Michael
Owen going to stayor not?"

“I'live up there and and my kids
have been to schoaol up there for
two years, There is this perception
that [ divide my life between living
inthe north westand Mewcastle.

"Well, I'm up there Monday
through until Saturday. If we get a
Sunday off, I'll sometimes fly out
after the game and spend the day
withmy parents and family.

"ThenT'llly back up on Monday
and spend the rest of the week
there. Even my team-mates say
‘Are you up here today? and [ say
"Yes, likelam every day’.

ut

"Since ['ve been at Newcastle,
people have been thinking I'll
leave. A lot think there's an agenda
butthere'snot.

"There was a release clause in
my contract that no one was sup-
‘posed to be privy to butif people go
and mention that [can'thelpit”

Despite being only 27, Owen
admits he is already planning for
his retirement by opening his own
stables in Cheshire.

. He said: "You get older, you go a
bit grey and gert a hit slower. Once
we start gerting closer to 30 and
into our early thirties, we are not
supermern.

"We are normal people. It hap-
pened to Alan Shearer and it will
happentome.

But I'm only 27 and still in my
prime. 1 feel quick and strong, |
probably have had to modify my
game. When [ was a whipper-
gnapper [ was sprinting down the
c¢hannels, beating hundreds of
playersand crossingballs in.
+"lIwas creating as many as [was
jeoring when [ was a kid.
Obviously, I've had to adapt my
game because I've lost a yard of
pace fram all those hamstring
injuries.

"When [was 17-18, | was a grey-
hound and it would be hard to get
as quick as that again. I play more
inthe penalty boxthanTused to but
I know where the ball's going to
drop better than most.”

England's skill problem

‘¢ 4 Football

THE INDEPENDENT

Anyone at Wembley last Wednes-
day who made it as far as page 67 of
their match programme will have
found Sir Trevor Brooking preach-
ing a favourite theme: "There are
concerns over the skill gap
between English youngsters and
their European counterparts,
which has an obvious impact on
our future success as a football
nation.” Perhaps spectators were
reading those wise words during
one of the periods in which
Germany effortlessly knocked the
ball around, having been fre-
quently presented with it by their
apponents.

The Football Association have
recently appointed 66 coaches to
work on skills with the five-to-11
age group. So England's prospects
for the 2024 European
Championships are looking good.
Mext summer's tournament in
Austria and Switzerland is, how-
ever, more of a worry, and while the
FA's far-sighted director of football
development can and should be
looking to the future, England's
head coach has to concern himself
with the here and next month.

That means twa critical com-

petitivematchesin the space of five
days, at home to Israel and Russia,
owo of the three teams currently
above Steve MeClaren's squad in
the qualifying group. The FA's
strategy at the original fixtures
meeting was to save a number of
crucial home games for the last
three months of the campaign,
hoping to pick up sufficient
points in the meantime to avoid
weighing down the matches with
undue pressure. Despite having
negotiated a schedule largely to
theirliking, the grand plan unrav-
elled when seven points were
dropped at home to Macedonia
and away to Israel and Croatia.

With a visit to Moscow still to
come, McClaren admited on
Wednesday night that it was
necessary to win all four remain-
ing home games, though like the
smoothest of politicians he han-
dled a question about whether
Wembley now inspires visiting
teams more than England by
discussing something entirely
different: "Everybody knew the
difficulties facing us before this
game and the players nearly got
through them. When you look at
the amount of chances and pos-
session and some of our football,
I'd be disappointed if we weren't
playing football like that.

"Goals always change games.

The [equalising] goal definitely
changed the tempo of the game
because we were in total contol
and gave them a little sniff and *
our reaction after that was disap-
pointing. We got it back before
half-time, but in that spell we
committed errors and gave the

. ballaway fartoo cheaply.”

Send for those skills coaches.
Add some goalscoring coaches as
well; in the three qualifying
games where points have been
surrendered, England cruciaily
failed to find the net. Take away
the undemanding opposition
supplied by Estonia and Andorra,

, who each lost their first seven

group games, and the record
since last September is three
goals in seven matches. Just one
has been provided by a striker,
namely Wayne Rooney, who will
not be fit for either of next
month's encounters.

Peter Crouch is suspended for
the first of them, which made his
introduction as a substitute
ahead of Jermain Defoe paradoxi-
cal at best. The reason Defoe had
to siton the padded seats for even
longer than in a Spurs match was,
according to McClaren, that the
number of permitted substitu-
tions (six) had also to rtake
account of replacing Paul
Robinson and the injured Rio

Ferdinand.

Michael Owen looked under-
standably short of fitness and
match practice, and from that
poitt of view it is unfortunate
that there is an unusually short
gap of 16 days between the next
two international matches, "Mi-
chael Owen will score. goals,”
McClaren promised. The ques-
tion is how soon.

And given thatendorsement of
the Newcastle man's selection
against Israel, who partners him?
Unless Steven Gerrard was to be
pushed forward just behind him,
it will be nobady with a half-
decent international scoring
record, Of the other contenders,
Andy Johnson and Darren Bent,
both withdrawn injured in mid-
week, have no goals innine appear-
ances; Defoe, often limited to
cameaos, has threein 24; Alan Smith
one in 17; and Kieron Dyer has not
evenmanagedonein3,

Germany's impressive coach,
Joachim Low, might have been
parroting McClaren in insisting:
“What's really important is the next
game." In Germany's case, and
unfortunately for Wales, that is in
Cardiff. Meanwhile, Wembley
awaits [srael and Russia, desperate
for natone firsthome win buttwa.

Wenger close
to new deal

INTERNET, undared

Arsenal managing director Keith
Edelman believes it is only a matter
of time hefore Arsene Wenger signs a
new contract at the Emirates,

Wenger's current contract explres at
the end of the season and the delay
aver putting pen to paper on a new
deal has followed vice chairman
David Dein's departure from theclub
last April.

But Arsenal are confident that the
s57-year-old coach will commit
himself to the club by signing a
reported three-year deal in due
course.

Edelman told BBC Radio Five
Live's Sportsweek:

"Arsene has a fantastic squad
which we feel he'd like to develop to
its full patential.

"Arsene will decide when he
wants to sign and when he does we'll

announce it It's very much in his
tiee

courtat this pofeirme: “"

“We have alwilys ekt very conii-
dent that Arsene will re-sign anather
contract. We leave these matters very
much to Arsene. He will decide when
hewantstosignand whenhe's ready.

"It will be a renewal of his con-
tract, it is not a 20-year deal, but we
go stage by stage, have a discussion
and then move to the next stuge.

"We would like Arsene to be with
the club for a very long term but he
will have to look at what he wants to
doaswell."

Edelman has also suggested
Wenger will have more money to
spend in the future following the
club's move to their new larger
capacity Emirates Stadium home at
the start of last season.

"We are generating more money
out of Emirates Stadium than our
debtrepayment,” he added,

"Therefore, we are mare profit-
able ar Bmiraces than we were at
Highburey and therefore we can
investmaore money.

"We will have the largest gate
revenue in the UK and when our
results are produced and you see the
amount of cash the business has
gor, some of the comments thart
have been made over the summer
are verywide of the mark."

Spurs sorry for

INTERNET, undated

Tottenham vice-
chairman Paul
Kemsley has
apologised to
Martin Jol and
the Spurs fans following the specu-
lation surrounding the club.

Spurs officials were spotted
holding talks with Sevilla coach
Juande Ramos last week, leaving
Jol's future at White Hart Lane in
jeopardy, but Kemsley has insisted
the board are not trying to force the
Dutchman out.

Kemsley says he was in Spain
planning for the future and work-
ing to create a contingency plan for
the possibility of Jol leaving for

| anothercluboneday,

"lam sorry about last weekend's
escapade and for the damage and

1 upset it has catised o' both Martig |

fol, the club and the supporters,”
Kemsley twld the News of the
Waorld.

“The truth is that we never
offered Martin's job to Juande
Ramos no matter what anybody
thinks.

"I went to Seville for two rea-
sons. Firsdy to talk with Sevilla
about the way they run their club
and to discuss their model for
success because that's what T want
forTottenham - success.

"You must believe [ want what's
best for the club and [ think you
should always talk to ather peaple,
especially successful people, to see
how they have achieved so much.

"Imustadmitthe second reason
I was there was as a contingency
against Martin leaving.

"I know Martin is hugely ambi-
tious, he is always telling me that,
and I know he is a coveted man-
ager. There are a lot of teams out
there who wouldlove him incharge
oftheir club.

"1 think he is great but I'm wor-
ried he could leave. So you must
have a contingency plan.

"l am not trying to toree Martin

out. [ am 100 per cent behind him
and [ know Daniel Levy is 100
percent hehind him too. The events
of the last week might not have
given that impression and I regret
that."

Meanwhile, Kemsley has rub-
bished speculation he will team-up

with Newcastle owner and best
friend Mike Ashley to launch a bid
to buyTattenham.

"The reportthat I'm teaming up
with Mike to take charge is just
nonsense,” Kemsley said, "He's not

a Tottenham fan and I know he is
totally committed to Newcastle.”
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Sevillawing-back Antonio Puerta leaves the pitch aided by paramedics after
falling seriously ill during their Primera Liga clash against Getafe at the
Sanchez Pizjuan on Saturday. Puerta suffered a heart attack and is currently

inserious condition.
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