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Shah Sports
replaces
Thsan

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCH)
has been confirmed Shah Sports as
the national team's kit sponsor for
next month's ICC Twenty20 World
Championship.

Pakistani clothing manufac-
turer [hsan Sports was the previous
kitsponsor for the Tigers.

Earlier on Saturday, BCB con-
firmed AB Bank as the team spon-
sor for the tournament where
Bangladesh are pitted in Group A
alongside hosts South Africa and
WestIndies.

Zia third in
Malaysian
Open

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladeshi Grandmaster Ziaur
Rahman finished third in the 4th
Dato Auther Tan Malaysian Open
Chess Championship which con-
cluded yesterday in Kuala Lumpur.

After 11 rounds, Zia totalled
eight points when he drew with
Chinese GM Li Chao, who emerged
champlonwith nine points.

Wian Yunguo was runner-up
with 8.5 points.

FM Mehdi Hassan Parag, the
other Bangladeshi in the event,
clinched 54th place among 85
players with five points.

3 share lead in
Asian Zonal
Chess

SPORTS REPORTER

Indian International Masters GN
Gopal and Suvrajit Saha and
Pakistan's Tunveer Gillani led the
table of the Asian Zonal Chess
Championship with three points
each affer conclusion of the fourth
round yesterday.

In the men's competition,
Gopal ended Tunveer's winning
run while Suvrajit defeated Sri
Lanka's MKA Russell at the NSC
conferenceroom.

In other fourth round games,
Bangladeshi Grandmaster Reefat

. Sattar beat [N Abdullali Al
ggbb. ._?ﬁ_l’._namul ‘Hossain Rajib

drew with Nepalese player
Shreshtha Keshay, Indian GM beat
Khondokar Aminul Islam while
GM Surya Shekhar Ganguly shared
points with fellow Indian G Rohit.

Reefat and Rakib both were at
third place with two pointseach.

In the women's fourth round,
locals TWM Rani Hamid Sharmin
Sultana Shirin both lost to their
Indian counterparts, WGMs Swathi
Ghate and D Harika respectively.

Hockey team
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Thailand and Sri Lanka because
our main target is to finish sixth,”
coach Mahbub Harun said yester-
day.

Bangladesh will play only one
practice match against Pakistan on
Tuesday.

SQUAD

Issa Miah (captain), Zahid Hossain
(vice-captain), Mahbubullah
Shakil, Mamunur Rahman, Yamin
Hossain, Shamsuddin, Mustafizur
Rahman, Imran Hossain, Tabib A
Noor, Khandaker Hasan Ahmed,
Shahidullah, Qamruzzaman, Rahul
Kanti Roy, Mosharraf Hossain,
Russell Mahmud, Zahidul Islam,
Zahid BinTalib and Igbal Nader.

Last practice
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not salvaged Ashraful's XI to suffer a

nine-rundefeatin the firstmatch.
The second match was aban-

donedfollowing heavy minafterRed's

wereperilously placedat54for4.

SCORESINBRIEF

Gamel

GREEN: 134 for six in 20 overs
{Tamim 27, Junaed 36, Aftab 27, Nadif
10, Mashrafee 7, Shakib 17, Razzak 2
notout, Sharif 1 not out; Forhad 2-26,
Riyad 2-26, Kapali2-Z3).

RED: 125 for six in 20 overs (Kapali 68,
Nazimuddin 11, Ashraful 3, Riyad 10,
Ziaur ], Forhad 26, Mushfiqur L notout,
Razzak2-22, Sharif2-24, Shakib 1- 14].
Result: Greenwon by 9runs.

Game2

RED: 54 for 4 in 9 overs (Ashraful 5,
Nazimuddin 28 not out, Kapali 1,
Riyad 10, Ziaur 7, Mushfiqur 2 not
out; Mashrafee 1-17,Shathil 2-24).
Result: Matchabandoned.

Did U Know?

The youngestwomen's singles champion in
US Open history was Tracy Auslin, who
won it in 1979 at the age of 16 years and

_elghtmanths.
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AB de Villiers salutes his dressing-room after reaching a hundred during the third and final one-day international at
the Harare Sports Clubground yesterday.

AB takes centre stage

!ﬁ! Cricket

CRICINFO, undared

The best crowd of this short one-
sided series, sipping their lager and
working their grills on a lazy
Sunday, witnessed two South
Africans get into Twenty20 mode at
the Harare Sports Club. Albie
Morkel cashed in on the apportu-
nity to bat at No. 3 with a career-
drest 97 and AB de Villiers helped
himself to a second ODI century as
the visitors posted 323 for 9.
Zimbabwe did well to rake the last
seven wickets for 68 runs but it's
hard to see them chasing this one
down.

By the 14th over Zimbabwe had
the openers, Gracme Smith and
Gulam Badi, back in the pavilion
but de Villiers and Albie Maorkel
exploded for an 186-run associa-
tion. In a destructive innings that
showed why he's been earmarked
as the new Lance Klusener, Albie -
in his 12th match - doubled his
previous ODI aggregate. He was
promoted to No3 with Loots
Bosman flying home after injuring
himself yesterday and was at ease
in the role. Confident off both front
foot and back foot, he was able to
rock back and pull Gary Brent's
attempted slower deliveries, or
stand still and thump them off the
front foot.

Albie looked a natural six-hitter.

His first sixwas a heave off Timycen
| after, slogging Gary Brent down to
Hamilton Masakadza's part-time |

Maruma rows back over long-on.

offerings were carted back over his
head, the best of which was a
beauty aver long-off. Prosper
Utseya was then sent into the car
park. The big screen at the ground
flashed .the 150-run partnership

dred from 84 balls and he fell soon

long-on for 107. Zimbabwe struck
back at the death, thanks to some
good catches and poor shots, but
South Africa will be very confident
of sweepingtheseries.

- SCOREBOARD

and Albie celebrated withathump- |

ingsixoverlong-on.
Albie fell agonisingly short of a

Scareboard of the south Africa
innings in the third and final one-

! day international against

deserved hundred as he chased a |

wide delivery from Masakadza'and
the thin edge was snapped up by
Tatenda Taibu, but deVilliers made
sure to complete his ton, de Villiers
had been positive from the word
go, driving twice in succession for
four to open hisaccount. He played
from the crease initially, only free-
ing his arms when the ball was
really wide and begging to be hit,
butworked the singles well.

The introduction of a four-
pronged spin attack allowed him to
open up. In the 26th over de Villiers
ripped into Sean William's slow
left-arm stuff, hitting two sixes and

Zimbabwe at the Harare Sports
Clubon Supday:
SOUTHAFRICA

SmithcTaylorbChigumbura 24
| BodicTaibub Mupariwa 32
| Morkel cTaibub Masakadza 97

DeVilliers cMupariwabBrent 107
Pollock cTaibu b Masakadza 8

Philander runout 6
Van derWath cWilliams
b Chigumbura 4
Duminycsubb Brent 6
Morkel notout 23
' NtinicSibandab Brent L
Tshabalala notout 2
Extras: (Ib-3, w-9,nb-1) 13
Total: (For9wktsin50overs) 323

two fours, each shot more disdain-
| 265, 5-280, 6-289, 7-294, 8-297, 9-

ful than the other. His fifty came up
from just 43 balls with a blow over
midwicket. Utseya bowled his first
six overs tidily but therealter was at
de Villiers' mercy. Thrice he was
carted outof the ground, the first as
de Villers danced down and the
next two as he slogged him from
thecrease.

His sixth six brought up a hun-

Fall of wickets: 1-52, 2-69, 3-255, 4-

' 299,
Bowler 0o M R W
Brent 9 1 58 3
Chigumbura ] 1 48 2

| Mupariwa i} 0 51 1
Masakadza 10 0 55 2

- Maruma 3 0 23 0
Utseya 10 0 63 0
Williams 1 0 22 0

Arsenal
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Bolton lost their opening three
games, but they produced a
response inspired by two strikers
desperatetoleave.

The Trotters beat visitors
Reading 3-0 at the Reebok, with
France's Nicolas Anelka setting up
Daniel Braatan and scoring
another while Senegal's El-Hadji
Diouflaidon Gary Speed'sopener.

"I was pleased to get the victory
as [ have said allalong we needed to
be patient. But [lam not going to get
carried away," said Bolton boss
Sammy Lee.

break Ci

West Ham and Wigan drew 1-1
atUpton Park.

Wigan's Austria midfielder Paul
Scharner scored a spectacular
overhead kick 12 minutes from
time but Lee Howyer rescued a
point for the hosts three minutes
later with a cool finish.

“We have done OK so far but we
won'tget carried away," said Wigan
boss Chris Hutchings after the
Latics went third in the table.

"Survival fight? No, we are better
than that," he added.

Birmingham hauled themselves
outof the relegationzone witha2-1

Bayern blazing a trail
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The three points leaves them
cighth and Stuttgart coach Armin
Vehwas just glad of the points.

"In our situation, the three
points were naturally very impor-
tant," he said. "We did particu-
larly well in the second half, you
cauld see that some of our players
aren't yet 100 percent fit, we can't
play at full steam for the whole 50
minutes.

"But fortunately for us, Mario
Gomez proved yet again that he
alonecandecideagame."

And Werder Bremen recovered
from their 4-0 hammering against
Bayern the week before as striker
Martin Harnik netted in the 69th
minute in their 1-0 win over
Nuremberg.

Bayer Leverkusen midfielder
Bernd Schneider, Germany's cap-
tain in the midweek win over
England, was instrumental in his
side's 3-0 win over last season's
second division champions
Karlsruhe to leave his side in sixth

place.

Schneider's free-kick was
deflected into the net by Karlsruhe
defender Maik Franz for the first
goal, before Manuel Friedrich
made it 2-0 and then Greek striker
Theofanis Gekas benefitted froma
Schneider pass asit inished 3-0.

Borussia Dortmund enjoyed a
3-0win over Energie Cottbus, while
Armenia Bielefeld had few prob-
lems in their 2-0 win over Hertha
Berlin which puts them second in
thetable,

On Friday night, goals by
Stanislav Sestak and Daniel Imhof
meant Vil Bochum are third in the
table following their 2-1 victory
over ten-man SV Hamburg, their
opponents first defeat of the sea-
son.

after 60 minutes before captain
Rafael Van der Vaart converted a
penalty with four minutesleft.

On Sunday, Eintracht Frankfurt
entertain Hansa Rostock, while
Schalke 04 are atVIL Wolfsburg.

win at fellow newly-promoted side

| Derby, who sunk to bottom of the
| table courtesy of two goals from
Cameron Jerome either side of

MattOakley's strike for the Rams.
"There was some horrendous

marking and some horrendous

defending and concentration,”

| groaned Derby boss Billy Davies.

At Goodison Park, Blackburn's
Roque Santa Cruz scored in the

. 15th minute but hosts Everton
‘equalised through James
| McFadden 12 minutes from time.

"We are missing something up

| front at the mament and everyone

knows we are trying to do some-
thing about that," Everton boss

| David Moyes said.

Aston Villa beat visitors Fulham

| 2-1 at villa Park with a last-minute

strike from Scotland forward
Shaun Maloney.
"[twould have been an injustice

| if we had not have won," said Villa
' manager Martin O'Neill.

Life in the Old
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out, go to Sicily to take on Palermo.
Roma have signed two experi-

- enced players in Brazilian defender

Juan from Bayer Leverkusen, as

- well as French midfielder Ludovic

Giuly, winner of the 2006

" Champions League with

Barcélona.
Inter Milan kick-off off their tide
defence at the San Siro against

| Udinese as European champions
'AC Milan travel to promoted

. Genoa.
Hamburg lostVincent Kompany |

Promoted Napoli host Cagliari
as Fiorentina, fifth last season, face
a potentially tricky tie against
Empoli.

Elsewhere Parma host Catania,
Sampdoria travel to Siena and
Regginaareathome to Atalanta.

NSC chief
mourns
Aleem's death

UNB, Dhaka

National Sports Council [NSC)
chairman and Army Chief General
Moeen U Ahmed has deeply con-
doled the death of Kazi Abdul
Aleem, country's renowned sports
personality.

Aleem, a renowned athlete,
trainer and organiser, breathed his
laston Saturdayattheageof78.

In a condolence message,
Moeen said thataldrge vacuum has
been created in the sports arena
with thesad demise of Aleem.

In his long career, late Aleem
received the National Sports Award
in 1977, the Independence Day
Award in 1993 and the UNESCO
Award in 2004.

Aleem was the principal of the
Physical Training College and the
founding publisher and editor of
national sports magazine
Krirajagat.

ICL's eyes
on Bond

CRICINFO, undated

New Zealand fastbowler Shane Bond
has been made a "staggering" offer
by the Indian Cricket League, the
Herald on Sunday has reported.
However, Bond has refused to com-
ment on whether he has been
approached. The ICL already has
several international batsmen on its
rosterbutno renowned bowlers,

The Herald said the ICL had
approached Stephen Fleming, Chris
Harris, Chris Cairns and Nathan
Astle, besides Bond, and had five
othertargets.

Former captain Martin Crowe
told the paper that getting a lower
pay compared to cricketers in other
countries was "a reality of playing in
New Zealand”. "There's two ways of
looking atit. You either have a desire
to play for your country, or you look
atit [theICL] as an opportunity to get
aretirementpackage going."

Three cheers
for Perez

APP, Osaka

Ecuador's Jefferson Perez bagged a
hat-trick of 20 kilometre walk world
titles Sunday as the countdown
began to who will lay claim to be
the fastestmanonearth.

The effort it took Perez to win
here in stifling conditions was so
great thathe collapsed and writhed
in agony immediately after cross-
ing the finishline.

The world recard-holder and
devout Christian offered a brief
prayer before hislegs gave way, and
he admitted it was one of the hard-
estraces he had everexperienced.

"This could be the toughest of
my victories," Perez said. "I was
walking so fast that in these condi-
tions, [knew I could collapse. [twas
kind of suicidal."

Tunisia won its first ever world
championships medal when
Hatem Ghoula picked up bronzein
dramatic circumstances.

He failed to notice Spaniard
Francisco Fernandez rapidly clos-
ing on the final lap to sneak past
himon theline.

However Fernandez, who fin-
ished behind Perez in 2003 and
2005, was later disqualified for
running, but then reinstated on
appeal.

Perez timed 1 hour 22 minutes
and 20 seconds, well outside his
world mark of 1:17:21, with
Fernandez and Ghoula clocking
1:22:40, :

Massa leads

FROM PAGE 20

tracklast year, dominated a proces-
sional race and only relinquished
the lead during the two rounds of
pit-stops.

Raikkonen briefly got within
half-a-second of Massa, but never
threatened to overtake as Ferrari
claimed their second one-two of
the season. The [talian team now
have 137 points in the manufactur-

. ers' championship just nine

behind rivals McLaren.

Massa had blasted away from
pole at the start of the 58-lap race
with Raikkonen using the advan-
tage of the cleaner side of the track
to snatch second spot from
Hamilton by the firstcorner.

The big loser was Alonso who
dropped from fourth to sixth
behind what proved to be the
lighter BMWs of Robert Kubica and
Nick Heidfeld.

Alonso was stuck behind the
German car's until the first round
of pit-stops ending any chances he
had of a much needed victory
although Hamilton's late tyre
problem gave him a championship
boost.

Derby joy
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AlexKerzhakovcompleted the win.
Barcelona, looking to make it
three titles in four seasons coach
Frank Rijkaard, after shellingout 70
million euros on the likes of French
striker Thierry Henry and defen-
sive stars Eric Abidal and Gabriel
Milito, will send his men out at
SantanderonSunday.

Changes satisty Dravid

ﬁﬁl Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

The International Cricket
Council's decision to modify the
Powerplay rule, allowing a third
fielder outside the 30-yard circle
for a period of ten avers, will give
teams more spin options, feels
Rahul Dravid, the Indian captain.

Leading aside that often relies
on spinners, Dravid felt that the
new rule, which will take effect
from October 1, would help add
variety to the crucial phases of
games. India's decision to play
two spinners in the secand one-
dayer at Bristol paid off but
Dravid felt such moves would be
more effective with the new sys-
temin place.

"I felt for a long time that the
second and third Powerplays are
monotonous,” he said when
asked about the difficulty of
managing his resources in those

overs. "Every one is bowling
seam-up bowlers and there is no

charm to the game. [ must admit

that it is really difficult to get
through 20 overs of Powerplay
with your spinners. [ heard
Daniel Vettori complaining
about it and, as a captain, ['ve
also feleit.”

So far in the series, spinners
have been introduced only
after the Powerplays. Monty
Panesar was called upon in the
21st over at Southampton while
Piyush Chawla did not bowl
until the 22nd over in both
games. India have often intro-
duced their spinners inside the
Powerplays but have been wary
about taking the risk on good
batting pitches and in small
grounds.

"Now [after the rule change]
you are going to have a chance
to put an extra fielder outside
the circle in the second and
third Powerplay," said Dravid.
"It's going to give captains the

courage to bowl the spinners in
the Powerplays a lot mare.

"As a captain [ felt that you
need to bring a bit of mystery
element to it. Maybe we can
bring spinners early on; maybe
teams can play two spinners. [
think that adds a bit more to
the game other than having the
same cricket. Now everyone is
waiting for the 20 overs to get
over to bring the spinners on.”

There was another rule
which Dravid touched upon as
well. When asked il India were
concerned about the non-striker
taking off for a run immediately
after the ball had been dellvered.
"We've discussed it," said Dravid
of the England batsmen's
approach, “but the rule now is
thatyou can start the moment the
bowler's back foot lands on the
crease. We'll probably need to do
it as well though it might not be
that easy because most of us hita
lotofballs straight,”

Roger's money on Rafael
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inwhat'sbecome a riveting rivalry.

Their five-set epic at the All
England Club in July is the type of
match thathooks fans.

"Great athletes define a sport,
but great rivalries lift a sport to
unprecedented levels. You've got a
great character, like a Muhammad
All -- that defines a sport. But intro-
duce a Foreman or a Frazier, and
that lifts that sport to a whole new
level," said the head of the ATE
Etienne de Villiers. "It's two very
different athletes that practice
their trade very differently, and I
see it being a huge factor in the
interest that we've had in the sport
the last two years."

The 26-year-old Federerand 21-
year-old Nadal have shown them-
selves to be far and away the class
of men's tennis.

Federeris headinginto his 187th
consecutive week at No. 1, a longer
stretch than any man or woman
ever enjoyed atop the rankings.
Nadal is heading into his 109th
straight week at No. 2. Nadal leads
the tour with six ttles in 2007;
Federerhas five.

They've split the past 10 Grand
Slam titles, and Federer has played

in nine consecutive major finals, a'

record. Nadal already has reached
five finals in his first 14 Grand

Slams; only John McEnroe and
Jimmy Connors got to a fifth final
faster,

Even fellow pros recognise the
importance of Federer-Madal, aka
Roger-Rafa, and the impact their
matches can have on the sport's
popularity.

"It's fantastic. They're twao
enormous assets to the game," said
six-time Slam semifinalist Tim
Henman, who announced the US
Open will be his last major. "It's
going to be fascinating for people
to watch, for hopefully years to
come."

Federer, too, has an apprecia-
tion for what the rivalry means --
and whyit's compelling.

"We're rotally different types,
you know? He's a lefty, ['m a righty.
He's got a double-handed back-
hand, I've got the one-handed
backhand," Federer said. "Two
different characters -- that always
works well in the game of tennis.
Thedress code is different: He's got
that long hair, mine is a bit shorter.
He's young, I'm kind of, you know,
the experienced type. So I think it's
gotgreat potential.”

There are, to be sure, those who
believe they can get in the way of
yeranother champlonship match
berween the top two. That would
include past US Open winners

Andy Roddick (2003) and Lleyton
Hewitt (2001), along with 20-year-
old Novak Djokovic, widely consid-
ered the tour's next star.

Djokovic's losses at this year's
first three majors all were to
Federer or Nadal, including in the
semifinals at the French Open and
Wimbledon. The Serb's biggest
breakthrough moment came on
hard courts this month at
Monrreal, where he became the
first man in 13 years to beat the
world's top three players at one
tournament.

"[ have a little bit different pic-
ture about everything,” Djokovic
said after upsetting Federer in the
final there. "If you manage to win
the tournament like this, and to
win against players like this, you
getalotofconfidence.”

Right. So what did he do the
following week? Lose his opening
match, i reminder of why the
consistency shown by Federer and
Nadalis soremarkable.

Asked to guess who might lift
the US Open trophy on September
9, if he doesn't, Federer didn't
hesitate abit.

"[would pick Rafael Nadal. Yep, 1
pick him,” Federer said, smiling. "1
I would have to put my house on-
somebody else, yeah, I'd put it on
Rafael.”

Ecuador's Jefferson Perezstruggles crossing the finish line during the 20km
walk at the 11th IAAF World Athletics Championships in Osaka yesterday.

FHOTO: AFP

Football requires
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the difference. Not only camp, we
need to play at least two interna-
tional friendlies each manth
against better teams if we are to get
aresultinthe SAFF Championship.

"This tournament was a test for
the young players and I believe we
would be able to pick the best team
for SAFF when our colleagues
return from Malaysia.

"Our next duty would be the
World Cup qualifiers against
Tajikistan in October and we must
play a few games before those
matches,” added Nazrul, who
believed that playing beside
Argentine defender Mariano
Caporale at Abahani thig season
helped himimprove.

"He is the best defender I have
ever played with and his covering,
control, anticipation and the final
tackles showed me how to correct
my shortcomings. I alsa admire his
fitness and the fighting spiric."

The other team led by Hassan Al
Mamun are expected to be back
home today or tomorrow after
losing 1-0 Indonesia and 2-1 o
both Singapore and Zimbabwe
Selectin the Merdeka Cup.

Nayeemuddin will return after
enjoying a one-week vacation to
lead the players tocamp again.
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