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Minu handed 13 yrs
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said the extortion charges were
brought by the authorities of a col-
lege that does not even exist. "The
false case was filed as part of a con-
spiracy,” sheadded.

The defence lawyers however
declined to comment before the
media.

PANKAJCOUPLE

Pankaj has been sentenced to 10
years' rigorous and three years'
simpleimprisonmentunderthe ACC
Act for accumulating wealth worth
over Tk 64 lakh illegally and conceal-
ing information from the Anti-
Corruption Commission(ACC)
aboutTk4.641akh.

Monica has been sentenced to
three years under the same sections
as well as section 109 of the penal
cade for eamning through dishonest
means and aiding her husband in
accumulating assets disproportion-
ateto theknownsourcesofincome.

The Special Court-1 set up in the
MP Hostel in the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban complex also ordered the
state to confiscate the property
earned illegally. It observed that
Pankajkept thewealth in thename of
hiswife and mother Sabita Debnath.

The AL wing leader will have to
serve 13 years in a row while sen-
tences on his wife will have to be
served concurrently. Itadded thatthe
order against Monica would take
effect on the day of her surresrer or
arrest, saidthecourt. /

Judge Firoz started pronouncing
the judgment at 3:10pm and contin-
ued forabouthalfan hour.

Before delivery, the court' men-
tioned that Pankaj did not have any
source of income while his wife
would workatArab Bangladesh Bank
foramonthlysalaryofTk2,500.

ACC Assistant Director Abdul
Latif filed the graft case with
Dhanmondi Police Station on March
22,

Later, investigation gathered that
the total wealth of Pankaj was worth
about Tk 78 lakh including "Tk 14
lakh earned legally”. ;

Investigation Officer Shahinur
Rahman submitted charge sheet on
June 5 and the Special Court-1
framed charges against the couple
on June 27. It began taking:deposi-
tion ofwitnessesonjuly 1.

ACC sources said that Pankaj
owns a flat worth Tk 30.50 lakh in the
name of his wife, a plot worth Tk 6.65

Nazrul

FROM PAGE 16
University campus this morning

-and will organise programmes,

including discussions and cultural
functions, to mark the day.

The MNazrul Institute has
chalked up a three-day programme
in observance of the poet's death
anniversary.

The institute's programme
began on Saturday with art and
recitation competitions for chil-
dren and juveniles, and ends
tomorrow by holding a discussion
at 4:00am at its auditorium. The
discussion will be followed by a
cultural function.

Chairman of Nazrul Institute

. Trusty Board Prof Rafiqul [slam will

chair the discussion while Joint
Secretary of Cultural Affairs
Ministry Suralya Begum will be the
special guest.

Member of the Trusty Board
Professor Ahmed Kabir and grand-
daughter of the poet, Khil Khil Kazi,
will speak at the programme.

As part of the observance
programme, a song competition
for children and juveniles was held
atthe institute yesterday.

Besides, the Bangla Academy
will organise discussion, recitation
and musical function on the rebel
poet's death anniversary at its
seminar room this evening,
Academy sources said.

Professor Hayath Mamud will
preside over the function while Dr
Mahbubul Huqwill presenta paper
conthepaoet'slife.

Shilpakala Academy will also

+ organise a discussion and musical
, soiree at Jatiya Natyashala audito-

rium.

Textiles and Jute Secretary
Mohammad Abdur Rashid Sarkar
will attend the function as the chief
guest while Secretary at the
President's Office Mahammad
Sirajul Islam will be the special
guest. The Academy's Director
General Qamrul Hasan will chair
the function.

The Bangladesh Sangskriti
Kendra will -hold" another discus-
sion to observe the day on the
Protyasha premises.

Pro-Vice Chancellor of Asian
University Dr Qazi Din
Mohammad will attend the discus-
sion as the chief guest while editor
of the daily Naya Diganta, Alamgir
Mohiuddin, will be the key speaker.

Judicial probe
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office setup on Circuit House Road
inthe capital. A deputy secretary of
the Ministry of Home Affairs has
been assigned as the secretary to
the commission.

Talking to private television
channel ntvlast night, Justice Khan
said the task is challenging as
university teachers, students, and
the pauioticarmyare to be probed.,

He said he is a bit concerned
about whether witnesses who need
to be interviewed will be available
astheuniversityisclosed.

The government asked the
commission to submit its probe

_reportwithin 15 working days.

lakh in the name of his mother, and
savings certificateworth Tk 32 lakh in
Arab Bangladesh Bank in the name of
hismotherandwife.

He was detained on February 4 in
the first raid as part of the crackdown
On.COrruUptsuspects.

Meanwhile, verdict in the bribery
case against former communica-
tions minister Nazmul Huda and his
wife Sigma Huda will be delivered
today.

Judge Shamsunnahar of Special
Court-4 will come up with judgment
in four tax evasion cases against
former minister Shahjahan Siraj's
wife Rabeya Haider today.

Mainul
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government and the press should be
more friendly,” headded.

The adviser also expressed his
regret over the recent incidents the
journalists had to encounter during
curfew hours, He, however, hoped
that the press would also recognize
the underlying issues behind the
situation.

"Mistakes might occur duringany
difficult situation. The law enforcers,
however, assured me that theywould
cooperate with the media,” he said
hoping that the bitterness between
the government and the media
would soon be minimised.

Referring to his discussion with
the newspaper editors, he said,
"Since we rely on the media, the
confidential discussion was held for
building confidence between the
governmentand the media."

"We should stay together to
achieve our goals for creating a
democratic atmosphere,” Mainul
observed.

Mahbubul Alam of the
Independent, Rahat Khan of the
daily Ittefaq, Abed Khan of the
Shamokal, Toab Khan of the
Janakantha, Golam Sarwar of the
Jugantor, Mahfuz Anam of The Daily
Star, Nurul Kabir of the New Age, Riaz
Uddin Ahmed of the News Today,
Motiur Rahman Chowdhury of the
Manabjamin, Amanullah Kabir of
the Amar Desh, Bazlur Rahman of
the Sangbad, Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury of The Daily Observer,
Alamgir Mohiuddin of the Naya
Diganta and Shyamol Datta of the
Bhorer Kagoj, attended the meeting
amongothers.

Hajj trip
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The government earlier penned a
deal with Phuket Airlines [or carry-
ing pilgrims. But the agreement
was cancelled later.

Biman floated a fresh tender
where sixcompanies participated.

Bimanboard also decided to take
lease of an aircraft, meeting sources
told The Daily Starlast night.

About 65,000 hajj pilgrims will
getopportunity to perform hajj this
year, according lo sources.

2 lensmen hurt
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Hospital with a fracture in the waist
while Mizan was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital with a
critical head injury.

Mizan was shifted to the CMH
(Combined Military Hospital) last
night after Law Adviser Mainul
Hosein made arrangements to get
the injured photojournalists
admitted to CMH following the
request of the editors of different
dailies during in a meeting with
him.

Standing on a broken chair at
the corridor, Mizan was taking
snaps while Jamil was taking snaps
standing beside him, colleagues
whowitnessed theincident said.

At one point, Mizan lost his
balance and started falling down as
lawyers rushed ourt of the court-
room causinga huge gathering.

Mizan tried to save himself from
falling at the last moment grabbing
Jamil and both of them fell. Mizan
thudded on the concrete floor
while Jamil fell on a standing
motorbike witharider.

The matorcyclist whose identity
could not be known immediately
was alsoinjured in the incident.

Dhaka rejects
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He said the Bangladesh govern-
ment would never retreat from
protecting the country's interests
in the face of any wrongful allega-
tions, adding, however, that he
would examine these particular
allegations.

Earlier, the adviser condemned
the attacks in a letter to Indian
External Affairs Minister Pranab
Mukherjee, and said, "Such abhor-
rent violence isa blot on the con-
science of humanity," he said.

_ "Our thoughts today are with
those who lost their dear ones in
this dastardly act,” he wrote in the
letter.

Yesterday the Andhra Pradesh
chief minister also went so far as to
point to so called terrorist organi-
sations in Bangladesh and Pakistan
for the explosion that had ripped
through Hyderabad's Mecca
Masjid last May.

"The terrorists who don't want
India to make economic progress
and the international organisa-
tions which want to destabilise our
country are behind the blasts," he
fumed.

"Most of the times, external
terrorist organisations are respon-
sible for such ghastly acts. We (state
governments) cannot have intelli-
gence networks in Bangladesh and
Paklistan," he said.

No students pass
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colleges was363 in lastyear.

No HSC examinee of 23 Alia
madrasas and nine technical cal-
legesunder the Technical Education
Board passed the exams thisyear,

Six colleges under Dh and
Barisal Board, eight under Rajshahi
Board, five under Jessore Board and
three under Chittagong Board failed
to have any successful H3C candi-
date.

But no educational institution
under Barisal and Comilla boards
has such disappointing HSC result
thisyear.

The number of least performing
colleges and madrasas in HSC
exams has been decreasing steadily
over the last five years.

The number of educational
institutes with no success in HSC
exams was 131 in 2005 while it was
278 in 2004, 298 in 2003 and 553 in
2002.

A total of 1,046 examinees were
expelled this year which was 1,000
in last year, 1,729 in 2005, 3,747 in
2004, 7,616 in 2003, 31,835 in 2002
and42,270in2001.

DU incidents
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Same person had been involved in
different incidents while more than
one case has been filed for each of
those resulting in such a huge num-
ber of cases and accused, noted the
DMPboss.

As of yesterday afterncon, 25
peoplehavebeenrounded up.

Naim said investigation into the
cases will be completed within the
next two weeks, Preparations are on
to submit charge sheet or final
reports as soon as possible to relieve
the people of anxiety.

“We have already started investi-
gation and are trying to hunt down
those responsible for the violence,”
the DMP commissioner said refer-
ring to the student unrest at DU and
elsewherein the city between August
20and 23. '

He added that the investigations
are being carried out with caution so
that no innacent person is subjected
to harassment.

Replying to a query, he said he
hopes the curfew would be with-
drawnsoon.

Asked if any other teacher was

found to have "provoked the stu-

dents", he said their probe is still on.
About the allegation that crores of
taka had been spent on instigating
the "acts of vandalism”, he said
investigation would determine if
anythingofthatsorthad happened.

Thousands of students fought
pitched battles with the law enforc-
ers on August 20 and the following
two days in protest at the beating of
three students by the army person-
nel.

The clashes spread to other parts
of the capital, leaving scores of
people injured and extensive dam-
ageto property.

Hasina
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rule upon the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC), had stayed the
operation of the ACC notice that
asked Hasina to submit her wealth
statement. ;

The joint forces arrested Hasina
on July 16 and detained her in a
sub-jail in the Sangsad Bhaban
complex. She was shown arrested
intheextortion cases.

Besides, the High Court, follow-
ing a habeas corpus petition, had
granted bail to detained former
FBCCI president Abdul Awal
Mintoo arrested under the
Emergency Power Rules.

The state moved the Supreme
Court after being aggrieved by the
High Courtorders.

Attorney General Fida M Kamal
stood for the state while Barrister
Rafique-ul Huq appeared for
Hasinaand Mintoo. *

Meanwhile, the long-pending
hearing of the applications for
quashing the MiG-29 purchase-
scam case faced by the former
prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, and
others continued yesterday before
adivision bench of the High Court.

UK envoy
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parties should act responsibly so
the country can progress. So if you
[the media] exercise restraint then
it might also contribute to the
country's progress,” he added.

Asked about the detained uni-
versity teachers, Anwar quoted
Iftekhar as saying that the govern-
ment will release those detained
individuals who will be found not
connected to last week's incidents,
butitwill spare no one connected.

"They are making a lot of prog-
ress on a critical path, lot of
reforms...but 18 months are a long
time and you would expect some
bumps on the road," he said stress-
ing that the government cannot be
distracted from the goal of holding
general elections by the end of
2008.

But, he did call for "calm on all

sides' and asked for due process to
be followed and respect for human
rights.
Asked whether he thinks that
the demonstrations were an
expression of the people's resent-
ment against the government's
policies in the past seven months,
Anwar said, "Price hike of essen-
tials is a problem for the country,
but at the same time they are doing
a lot of good work and they are on
target to meet the election
roadmap deadlines."

"That's what it should be about
[election]...it should be held with-
out any disruption in the process,”
headded.

3 RU teachers
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said Rajshahi Metropolitan Police

Deputy Comimissioner Mahbubur
Ra]}:man.

Meanwhile, a case was filed yes-
terday against 1,400 to 1,500 uniden-
tified students and outsiders for
vandalism on the Chittagong
University (CU) campus on
Wednesday, reports our CU corre-
spondent.

Theteachers wereshownarrested
in four cases including the fresh one
filed with the same police station
following the violence on RU campus
onAugust 22,

Motihar Police Station Officer-in-
charge Khondoker Ferdous Ahmed
said the detained teachersled a silent
procession on RU campus on August
21 makingan urge to resist the Dhaka
University (DU) incidents.

“The banner of the procession
read: Stand up to resist the attacks on
teachers and students of DU. This
slogan clearly showed their (teach-
ers) instigation behind RU violence
onAugust22," said the OC. :

“Following the teachers' support,
students called a strike on August 22
whichresultedinviolence," hesaid.

"Besides, these teachers were in
favour of the students during the
rampage. All these activities violated
the EPR and they wereaccused in the
case”, said the OC.

‘Meanwhile, Rab members
arrested former RU vice chancellor
Prof Dr M Saidur Rahman Khan and
RU Progressive Teachers'
Association convenor Prof Dr M
Abdus Sobhan in the wee hours on
Friday and former Management
Department chairman Prof Moloy
Kumar Bhoumik in the afternoon
framtheirabodes.

‘Sources said the taskforce intet-
mELiun cell grilled thern at Rajshahi
Rab headquarters before they were
handed over to police on Saturday
evening.

Police produced them hefore a
magistrate court that granted a
palice petition of their 10-day
remand.

“We started interrogating them at
Motihar Police Station”, said the RMP
Deputy Commissioner Mahbubur
Rahman refraining from saying
furtheronthematter.

However, RMP's Motihar Zonal
Assistant Commissioner Sanjay said,
the three teachers were shown
arrested in three cases, filed in con-
nectionwiththe August 22 incident.

Ofthe three cases, onewasfiled by
the police for the killing of the rick-
shaw-puller and damage of govern-
ment properties duringthe violence.

DGFlHiled one for damaging their
vehicle while the RU registrar filed
another for attacking the vice chan-
cellor's residence and damaging
propertieson the campus.

Family members of the arrested
teachers alleged that they heard the
teachers were passing an inhumane
lifeaftertheywerearrested.

“I heard that he was kept at a cell
without any bed or fan. How can [ be
wellwhen myaged and sickhusband
is leading such a life,” said Quamrun
Rahman, wifeof Prof Saidur,

"I was allowed to provide him
food at the police station last after-
noon, but[ could not meethim," said
Swapna Bhoumik, wifeof ProfMoloy.
CUCASE
Acasewas filed with Hathazari Police
Station yesterday against 1400 to
1500 unidentified students and
outsiders for vandalism at
Chittagong University (CU).

Sub Inspectar Anisur Rahman of
the same police station filed the case
charging the accused of vandalism,
attacking the police and creating
obstruction in police duties on the
CUic;lrnpus on Wednesday, sources
said.

Since the filingofthe case, general
students of the university as well as

olitical leaders and activists are now
iving under a heightened fear of
being arrested or harassed by law
enforcers, added the sources.

Over 40 students, teachers and
police personnel were injured in
Wednesday'sclashonthecampus.

CPJ concerned
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unfolding political crisis, without
interference from security forces
and without fear of retribution
from the government," the CPJ's
Executive Director]oel Simon said.

“The interim government so far
has maintained thatitis notimpos-
ing direct censorship, but it is
clearly taking steps to control
mediacoverage," he added.

'The statement said the govern-
ment slapped the indefinite curfew
to quell "the scene of vialent
clashes between police and stu-
dents who were calling for an end
to theemergency rule”.

Citing local news reports and its
own sources, the CPJ said though
officials had provided assurances
that the media could operate freely
during curfew hours without carry-
ing special passes, dozens of jour-
nalists were assaulted and
détained by members of the secu-
rity forces in the course of their
reporting.

Among those reportedly
assaulted on Wednesday and
Thursday, the CPJ said, are Anis
Alamgir, head of the news depart-
ment at Baishakhi TV, Kamrul
Hasan Khan, a correspondent for
The Daily Star, Bhorer Kagoj

Khaleda asked
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could not appear before the court
yesterday duetosecurityreasan.

According to her lawyers, the
government was not informed to
take necessary steps to ensure
Khaleda'ssecurity.

The former prime minister was
also not allowed earlier to distribute
relief among the flood-hit people
consideringhersecurity, theyadded.

Abdul Mannan, deputy registrar
(current charge) of the Registrar of
Joint Stock Companies and Firms
(RISCH), filed the case on June 12
against Khaleda, her son Tarique
and nine other directors of the news-
paper.

The case was filed with the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court
under section 36(5) of the
CompaniesAct 1994.

| The nine other accused are
Tariqué's business partner
Giasuddin Al Mamun, Sheikh Razzak
Ali, barrister Nazmul Huda, Maj
(retd) MA Mannan, Manjurul Ahsan
Munshi, Fazlul Azim, Ali Asgar Lobi,
Rokonuddin Molla and AKM
MosharrafHossain.

According to the complaint, the
accused were directors of Daily
Dinkal Publications Limited, regis-
tered with the RISCE and they did not
submit service return for several
years.

Earlier, the court had issued
summons asking themn to appear
before it in person on July 16 and
yesterday.

Meanwhile, defence lawyers of
four accused-- Razzak, Mannan,
Fazlul Azim and Rokonuddin--
yesterday filed time petitions for
adjournment of the hearing saying
they had earlier submitted two
petitions to the High Court seekin
cancellation of declaration of Di
Publications Limited, hearing on
whichisscheduled tobe heldtoday.

After the hearing, the magistrate
gnn[ed the petitions and set the date

rnexthearingofthecase.

According to the Joint Stock
Companies and Firms Act, it is
mandatory to submit annual
returns, schedule of annual general
meetings, audit reports, director
reports and other documents.

But the accused did not submit
those for years, alleged the plain-
tiff.

Of the accused, Tarique,
Mamun, Huda, Manjurul, Lobiand
Mosharraf were arrested earlier
and they are now in different jails.

The two other accused -- barris-
ters” Nurul Amin Talukder and
Abdus Salam Talukder-- are dead.

reporters Kazi Saifuddin Avi and
Rashed Ali, Amar Desh reporter
Nesar Ahmed, daily Korotoa
reporter Sabbir Mahmud, UNB's
J[ahangir Alam, daily Dinkal pho-
tographer Babul Talukder, the New
Age photographer Sanaul Haque,
Bangladesh Today reporter Ainul
Haque Royal and photographer
Babu.

The Shamokal reported 14 of its
journalists being beaten up by
members of the security forces, it
said.

The statement said though the
Press Information Department
issued a notice late on Thursday
directing print and electronic
media personnel to obtain special
curfew passes from the metrapoli-
tan police, local journalists faced
"an extreme shortage of passes
available".

It also expressed concern about
widespread self-censorship among
local broadcast media following
Wednesday's remarks by Law and
Information Adviser Mainul
Hosein in which he reminded
journalists that emergency regula-
tions were in force and urged the
media to "play aresponsiblerole”.

As he did "request channels to
stop televising foatage of violence
until further notice because this
might instigate further violence,
private television channels
abruptly stopped carrying reports
about the street demonstrations,
suspending even the popular
political discussion programs
abouttheday's news".

On Thursday, two television
channels -- Ekushey and CSB news
network -- received a written
notice from the Press Information
Department warning them not'to
broadcast "provocative" news.

According to its own sources,
the CPJ said, journalists from print
and broadcast media outlets also
have been receiving telephone
calls, instructing them to exercise
greater caution in theirreporting.

Simon said, "The political crisis
will only be exacerbated by
attempts to suppress news and
opinion”.

"This government must not
abuse the extraordinary powers it
has under the state of emergency to
keep the public in the dark", he
maintained.

Sylhet courts
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prosecution witnesses would be
recorded today (Monday) in the
Speedy Trial Tribunal while Judge
Ferdous Ahmed would record
statements on September 5. The
number of prosecution witnesses
{557, court sources said.

The British high commissioner

and 70 others were hurt in the
renade attack while three were
illed May 21, 2004 on the Hazrat
Shahjalal (RA) shrine premises in
Sylhet. Special ‘Branch (5B)
Assistant Sub-inspector of Police
Kamal Uddin, Habibur Rahman
Habib and Zobayer Ahmed Rubel
werekilled.

Deposition of prosecution
witnesses had to be deferred as the
prime accused Mufti Hannan
could not be produced before the
court on 14 August, as he was
placed on remand inanather case,

Earlier, the cases were trans-
ferred to the Criminal [nvestigation
Department (CID) as the police
failed to find clues about the attack.
Munshi Atdqur Rahman who was
made investigation officer of the
case filed two charge sheets--one
under Explosive Substances Act
and the other for the murders.

Charges were framed against
outlawed Harkat-ul-Jihad (Huli)
chief Mufti Abdul Hannan, his
brother Mofizur Rahman and Hu]i
operatives Delwar Hossain Ripon
and Sharif Shahedul Alam alias
Bipul.

ACC chief
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forward with better ideas for
removing these fear factors, he
added.

The ACC chief said it is not the
entire business sector or the people
who are scared due to the anti
corruption drive. "We know who
are scared. Till now we have asked
200 people to submit their wealth
statements, but they didn't sub-
mit," he said adding that none of
them could be arrested and peti-
tions have been filed to the
Supreme Court or High Court
against the order.

"If we lose, we will restart the
whole process again, " he said.

He, however, said that the ACC
has no problem if the government
decides to find out any ather way
by which this fear will be over for
once and all :lndlpcnple will come
out clean, which theydid afewdays
backand allknowwho theyare.

"My point is whg should such
Eeﬂp!e be let off, those who had

cenlecturingyouand me on giving
taxes,” he posed the question.

FICCI President Masih Ul Karim
and Vice-president Carlo Cifiello
also spoke at the function.

Musharraf
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The President told the elected repre-
sentatives that the government
would raise theissue of Sharifbroth-
ers' return in violation of the agree-
ment with Saudi Arabia. "The
Sharifs are bound to abide by the
‘exile’ agreement and the Saudi
overnment will be approached in
s connection.” Sharnf, who was
ousted in a military coup in 1999,
has denied entering into any deal
with the government, which
required his family members to stay
out of the country for at least ten
years. But, the government insists
that he had signed the 'exile’ pactin
exchange forapresidential pardon.
However, Musharraf told the
ruling party heavyweights that self-
exiled former Premier Benazir
would only be allowed to return to
the country after general elections.
"There's no possibility of her return
before the polls.”

11.45pc rise
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and 4,630 female.

Dhaka Board topped the GPA-5
achievers' list with 5,254 students

performing the feat, Rajshahi-

ranked second with 1,818 and
Jessore Board occupied third posi-
tionwith 1,191 students.

In I:hil'.l::,lgmnlfl Board 911 stu-
dents bagged the highest grade
point while 211 students in Barisal
and 314in Sylhetreceived GPA-5.

This year the number of the
highest GPA achievers in Madrasa
Board almost doubled that of
previousyear.

A total of 930 madrasa students
Em GPA-5 this year while the num-
rer was 412 last year. Among them,
790 are male and 140 female.

Five students from Technical
Education Board secured the
highest GPA this year while only
two students could perform the
featlastyear.

Though Rajshahi Board could
maintain second place in the list of
highest GPA-5 achievers, its total
number shrunk to 1,818 from the
lastyear's 2,035,

The number of highest grade
point achievers also dropped in
Chittagong Board as only 911
students secured GPA-5 this year
compared tolastyear's 1,0086.

Flood death toll
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Parshuram swelled 184cm, the
Sangu swelled 55cm at Bandarban
and the Feni swelled 36cm at
Ramgarh. The Halda, however, fell
105cmat Narayanhat.

The water level of the Surma at
Kanaighat marked a 62c¢m rise and
Bem rise at Sylhet, the Kushiara
swelled 70cm at Amalshid and
35cm at Sheola, the Manu 152cm at
Manu Railway Bridge and 130cmat
Moulvibazar and the Khowai 55cm
at Habiganj. Besides, the Gumui at
Comilla swelled 89cm.

However, Rezaul Karim, deputy
director FFWC, told The Daily Star,
"Even though the water level is
rising in those rivers we are not
fearing any flood in the Meghna
basin as rivers are still {lowing
below dangerlevels.

The water levels of the
Brahmaputra and the Jamuna
continued to fall and are likely to
fall further in the next 24-72 hours.
The water level of the Padma also
started falling and is likely to con-
tinue its downward trend in the
next 24-72 hours. The Padma at
Goalundo and Bhagyakul receded
slightly and is likely to show the
same trend in the next 24-72 hours.

Flood situation in the districts of
Faridpur, Rajbari, Madaripur,
Shariatpur, Gopalganj, Chandpur
and Dohar and Nawabgan]j
upazilas of Dhaka is likely to
improve further.

Flood inflicts
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The damage to the fish cultivating
water bodies in Sadar upazila is
estimated at Tk 1.42 crore, the
statistics said.

Besides, structural damage
inflicted on the water bodies by the
flood in every upazila of the district
is estimated at Tk 2,11 crore, while
damage to the fish resources is
estimated atTk7.73 crore.

Mohammad Ashraf Uddin, fish
survey officer in Tangail, told The
Daily Star that they are making alist
of affected fish farmers in the dis-
trict as part of their plan to com-

I pensate them.

"The fish farmers will get only
technical support if the govern-
ment does not provide financial
help,” headded.
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HSC exams result

FROM PAGE 1

Pass percentages for boys and girls
are 66.48 and 64.42 against 66.36 and
64.64 oflast year.

The HSC results were published
yesterday under the grading system
introduced in 2003. The examina-
tions began onMay 10 and ended on
June24.

The comparative statistics of the
examination was published yester-
day at a press conference at
Secondary and Higher Secondary
Education Board, Dhaka, where
Additional Secretary of education
ministry Abdul Awal Mojumdar,
Joint Secretary Nazrul Islam Khan,
Dhaka Board Chairman M Manirul
Islam and officials of nine education
boardswere present.

Among the seven education
boards, Dhaka Board secured the4op
position with the pass rate of 70,77
per cent while the pass rate in Sylhet
Board is 65.98 per cent, Comilla
Board 65.75, Rajshahi Board 61.89,
Chittagong Board 61.36, Jessore
Board 59.89 and Barisal Board 55.63.

The rate of success under
Madrasa Board is 74.31 per cent and
Technical Education Board 68.13 per
cent.

Some 11,140 examinees -- 6,510
male and 4,630 female -- have
secured the highest Grade Point
Average (GPA)-5.

Of them, 5254 are from Dhaka
Board, 1,818 from Rajshahi Board,
506 from Comilla Board, 1,191 from
Jessore Board, 911 from Chittagong
Board, 314 from Sylhet Board, 239
from Barisal Board, 930 from
Madrasa Board and only five from
Technical Education Board.

Students from business studies
group have marked a significant
progress with pass percentage of
74.58 while 68.17 per cent passed
from science group and 56.14 per
centfromhumanities group.

Like the previous year, colleges in
urban areas, particularly those in
metropolitan cities, dominated in
the GPA-5 category and institutions
with hundred per centpass rate,

Among the top ten GPA-5 win-
ning colleges in each of the educa-
tion boards, nine are in the capital
under Dhaka Board, nine in Jessore,
Khulna, Jhenidah and Kushtia under
Jessore Board, eight in Sylhet,
Moulvibazar and Habiganj under
Sylhet Board, six in Rangpur, Bogra,
Dinajpur and Pabna under Rajshahi
Board, six in Comilla, Noakhali, Feni
and Brahmanbaria under Comilla
Board, five in Barisal and Pirojpur
under Barisal Board and four in
Chittagongunder Chittagong Board.

Hi[ﬁwst #25 students of Notre
Dame Cl:llleﬁe in the capital secured
GPA-5, followed hr the city's
Vigarunnisa Noon College with 493
students and Dhaka City College
with 348 students achicving the
samegrade pointaverage.

In Dhaka Board, 90,422 of the
1,27,767 examinees passed the
exams with the pass Fercentage of
70.77 against 74.76 o
many as 37,092 students took the
examinations under Chittagong
Board and 22,759 among them
passed making for a percentage of
61.36against61.45 oflast year.

Among the 1,02,108 candidates
under Rajshahi Board, 63,193 came
outsuccessful witha pass 5_1 ercentage
of 61.89 against 56.76 of last year.
Under Jessore Board, 78,134 students

Rangs Group
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and vice chalrman of the leading
business group, in a press state-
ment yesterday said they have been
hurtto see thenews,

"It is impracticable and imagi-
narythatanailing personundergo-
ing treatment abroad would be
involved with the recent Incidents
of Dhaka University.”

Besides, all the business organi-
sations of Rangs Group have been
in a very critical state after demoli-
tion of the upper portion of Rangs
Bhaban following a verdict of the
High Court, the directorsaid.

"We think that such hypotheti-
cal message will not only harm the
business group but also hinder the
investigation of the actual inci-
dent,” he said.

"Rangs Group is one of the
largest tax-paying business organi-
sations of the country. The group's
chairman was never involved with
politics and not involved even
now," Amanullah said on behalf of
Raufand Rangs Group.

last year. As _

appeared in the examinations and
46,478 passed. The pass percentage
is59.48 againstlastyear's 54.40.
Under Comilla Board, 30,295
examinees out of 46,073 passed with
4 success rate of 65.75 per cent
against 63.73 of last year. Barisal
Board had 23,689 candidates and
13,178 of them passed. The pass
percentage is 55.63 against 61.5 last

Bar.

Y Under Sylhet Board, 16,972 stu-
dents sat for the examinations and
11,198 came aut successful with the
pass percentage of 65.98 against last
year's65.45.

Under Madrasa Board 51,623
Alim examinees took the exams and
38,363 came out successful with the
pass percentage of 74.31 against
75.23 of lastyear.

A total of 49,700 students
appeared at Business Management
examinations under Technical
Education Board and 33,863 of them
passed with pass percentage of 66,13
against69.74 of lastyear.

Expressing satisfaction over this
year's HSC results, Additional
Secretary Abdul Awal Mojumdar said
stern action against cheating in the
publie examinations has helped to
make the students more attentive to
study, which has been key to achiev-
inggood results.

Duta calls
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University (DU).

Expressing grave concern over
placing two DU teachers on remand,
the Duta urged the government to
behave with the teachers with due
respect considering their social
status and stature. It also urged the
government to act in accordance
with the laws and follow proper legal
procedurein thisregard.

Law enforcers held Duta General
Secretary and Dean of Life Science
Faculty Prof Anwar Hossain and
Dean of Social Science Faculty Prof
Harun-ar-Rashid at their homes on
thenightofAugust 24.

The Duta also expressed griev-
ances over law enforcement agen-
cies assault on a number of students
and DU employees in and ourtside
the campus after the curfew was
imposed.

The press release also added that
the filing of cases against thousands
of students and teachers following
the untoward incident have made
the teachers and the students anx-
fous. The Duta observed that this
kind ofstepsis nothelpfulin bringing
backnormalcyoncampus.

Ir, however, observed that the
decision to close all public universi-
ties sine die and students’ vacating
the dormitories was practical and
timely, The Duta also appreciated the
decision 1o enforce curfew ar six
divisional cities.

The teachers' assaciation denied”
having any connection with the
provocative loudspeaker announce-
ments made on the campus follow-
ingtheclosureofDU.

In the press release it also
observed that when the situation on
the campus was about to become
normal following several decisions
made by the authorities including
removal of the army camp [rom
campus, an “evil force" helped
spread violence citywide.

The Duta added that the violence
that spilled over into the country has
norelationwith the one at DU, which
was students’ resentment and a
protestout ofemotion.

Theyalso expressed their shockat
the way the violence spread across
the country.

Ex-Jamaat MP

FROM PAGE 16

In his statement, the former law-
maker claimed that he did not own
the vehicle, as he could not pay Tk
501akh.

However, an ACC investigation
found that Shahjahan took posses-
sion of the SUV after making full
payment through opening an L/C
with Arab Bangladesh Bank's
Mohakhali branch in August 2006
and had been using it for the last
oneyear.

The investigation conducted by
the ACC's Chittagong office also
found that Shahjahan has all the
required documents relating to the
vehicle inhis name.

A case was filed against
Shahjahan on charge of submitting
falsestatementonJuly 1.

India blames
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Eleven people were killed in the
attack. Noone has claimed responsi-
bility, although several people have
beendetained over theiralleged role.

"Maybe sameé organisations or
sister organisations" are involved,
Reddy told CNN-IBN television.
"Thereissomedefinitelink.”

He condemned the blasts as the
"cruellest acts against humanity"
and appealed for calm in the city,
where about 40 percent of the 6.5
million people are Muslim.

"We have launched a manhunt
for those who committed this das-
tardly crime,” Hyderabad police
chiefBalwinder Singh said.

Security was beefed up here
Sunday, as some 10,000 Hindu wed-
dings were planned on what is seen
a5 an auspicious day, police said.
Police hadlocated anotherbombina
cinema on Saturday and defused it
beforeitexploded.

Forensic experts were also dis-
patched to aid local efionts to trace
the culprits. Federal Home Minister
Shivraj Patil was due to visit
Hyderabadlater Sunday.

On Saturday, rescue workers
carried out bodies burmn: beyond
recognition at the popular eatery. At
the auditorium, seversd arms and
legslay scattered around.

"l sawlimbs flying around me and
blood splattering,” 29-vear-old
Romanna, who goes by one name,
told AFP as she waited for help fora

chest wound outside the amuse-
ment park.

Therewaschaosat the city's main
Osmania hospital as wailing relatives
thronged the hallways, searching for
theirmissingloved ones.

After an emergency cabinet
meeting, Reddy announced com-
pensation of 500,000 rupees (12,200
dollars) forfamilies of those killed.

India has suffered a series of
recent blasts that authorities have
blamed on Islamic militants seeking
to upset a peace process between
India and Pakistan and stir Hindu-
Muslimviolence.

"We're seeing a pattern of attacks
every two to three months some-
where or other in the country on soft
targets,” said Ajai Sahni, head of the
New Delhi-based Institute for
ConflictManagement.

In the deadliest, seven blasts on
the rail network in the country's
financial hub Mumbai killed 186
peopleinJuly 2006,

Indian authorities say they
believe Pakistan-based guerrilla
groups fighting its rule in Indian
Kashmir are using Indian Muslim
militants tostage attacks.

The attacks "appear to be linked
to what we call Pakistan-backed
Islamic terrorist groups, " said analyst
Sahni. Pakistan, which has fought
two wars over Kashmir with India,
routinely denies any involvement in
artackson Indian soil.



