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Bomb hoax in
Ctg court
building

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Detection of a bomb-like sub-
stance created a huge panic in and
around Chittagong court building
premises yesterday.

It was found on the door of the
bathroom of Chittagong Ainjibi
Bhaban (Lawyers' building) at
around 9:30am.

Members of law enforcement
and intelligenee agencies rushed to
the spotand explosive experts from
the detective branch of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police (CMP) recov-
ered the bomb-like substance at
around 10:30am.

After examining the experts
found three pencil batteries tied
together with some wires having an
antennaattached toit.

It did not have any explosive or
detonator and meant for creating
panic, said ADCMahbuburRahman.

All activities of the offices
housed in the building remained
halted for around three hours.

DU exams
postponed

Dhaka University authorities
postponed all examinations under
the faculty of Postgraduate Medical
Science and Research, supposed to
be held on August 25-30, says a
press release.

Fresh dates of the postponed
examinations would be declared
5000,

Obituary

Majibur Rahman Mollah, a free-
dom fighter and acting president of
Jatiyatabadi Krishak Dal, passed
away due to leukaemia at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU) in the
city yesterday at the age of 60, says a
pressrelease.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
expressed deepshockathis death.

In a condolence message, the
former prime minister said Majibur
was a devoted leader of BNP and
played courageous role in demo-
cratic movements, His contribution
asafreedom fighterin theliberation
warisimmense.

She prayed for salvation of the
departed soul and also conveyed
her deep sympathy to the bereaved
family members.

BNP Secretary General Abdul

‘Mannan_Bhuiyan, Jatiyatabadi_

Anwar Hossain also condoled the
deathofMallah.

Death anniversary

Today is the
sixth death
anniversary of
Dr Nirafat
Anam Shipra, a
former faculty
Mof Dhaka
i| University, says
== apressrelease.
On this occasion, a milad and
doa mahfil will be held ather pater-
nal residence at Gaibandha after
Asr prayers and at her brother's
House no-W/l4, Nurjahan Road
residence in the city after Maghrib
prayers.

Syed Harunar Rashid

7 Today is the
| seventh death
| anniversary of
@ | Syed Harunar
Rashid, former
| chief of person-
inel of

| Bangladesh

- Chini O Khaddo

Shilpa Sangstha, says a press
release,

On the occasion, a doa and
milad mahfil and Qurankhwani
will be held at his 84/2B, Utter
Jatrabari, Bibir Bagicha residence
inthe city after Asr prayers.

Besides, Fateha will be offered at
his grave and food will be distrib-
uted among the destitute.

All have been requested to pray
forsalvation of the departed soul.
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teachers

Release 5 university

Eminent citizens urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent citizens and different
organisations yesterday expressed
deep concern over the arrest of five
teachers of Dhaka and Rajshahi
universities and demanded their
immediate release.

In a statement, the citizens said
placing the teachers on remand for
quizzingis creating resentment.

They also expressed concern
over the filing of cases against
thousandsofpeople.

The statement, singed by
National Professor Kabir
Chowdhury, also expressed con-
cern over the harassment of jour-
nalists while performing their
professional duties.

The citizens urged the govern-
ment to ensure independence of
the media.

They also demanded integrated
efforts through discussion to solve
the present crisis.

The eminent citizens, who
made the statement, included Prof
Khan Sarwar Murshid, Prof Zillur

Rahman Siddiqui, Justice K M,

Sobhan, Justice Golam Rabbani,
Journalist Kamal Lohani, Prof
Anisuzzaman, Prof Serajul [slam
Chowdhury, and artist Qayyum
Chowdhury.

Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) has condemned
the arrest of the teachers of the
universities and placing them on
remand for quizzing.

It also protested the filing of
cases against thousandsof people.

CPB President Manzurul Ahsan
Khan and General Secretary
Muzahidul [slam Selim, in a joint
statement, said policy to suppress
would make the situation more
complicated.

They hoped that the govern-
ment will hold discussion with the
political parties tobring normalcy.

Teachers of different colleges
and universities, professionals and
community activists demanded
immediate release of the teachers
of Dhaka and Rajshahi universities,
saysapressrelease.

They made the demand in a
statement sent to the America
NewsAgency (ANA).

More relief for flood

victims

STAR REPORT

Various organisations continued
their relief distribution
programmes among the flood-
affected people across the country
yesterday.

Qur Bogra Correspondent adds:
Prime Bank donated Tk 20 lakh for
the flood-affected peoplein Bogra.

In this connection, Managing
Director of Prime Bank Limited M
Shahjahan Bhuiyan handed over a
pay order for Tk 20 lakh to General
Officer Commanding (GOC) of 11
Infantry Division and Area
Commander, Bogra Major General
Mohammad Shamim Chowdhury
nweatthe latter's office yesterday.

Meanwhile, Talo Bangladesh Ltd
and Littlewoods Shop Director
Group yesterday donated Tk 3.5
lakh and Tk 1.25 lakh respectively to
the Flood Relief Programme 2007
fund of Bangladesh Red Crescent
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adviser of Talo Bangladesh Ltd and
Ashraf A Sarker, general manager of
Littlewoads ‘Shop Director Group,
handed over the cheques to the
society chairman Prof DrAbdur Rob

on behalf of their respective organi-
sations,

Nagorik Odhikar Sangrakkhan

Forum with the assistance of
Resource Integration Centre (RIC)
yesterday distributed 4 kg rice, 1 kg
lentil, 1 kg potato, 1 kg salt and five
packets of oral saline and old cloths
among 200 flood-affected families
ofslambaghareainthecity.

Nagorik Uddyog also distributed
rice, lentl, potato, salt, powdered
milk, water purifying tablets and
oral saline among the 600 flood-
affected families of 14 unions in
Tangail Sadar and Kalihati upazila
since August22,

Besides, Gono Gobeshona and
Change Bangladesh USA jointly
distributeg rice, flour, potato, sugar,
salt, puffed rice, pulse, oral saline
and water purifying tablets among
the flood victims at Dautia in
Manikganj on August22.

They also distributed pen and
papersamong 100 poor students. !

d
4kgrice, 1 kg potato, 500 gram lentil
and 10 packs of oral saline among
1200 flood-affected people of 300
families atVararia union in Dhamrai
onAugust 18.

Workshop :

World Bank Office, Dhaka
organises a workshop on ‘Poverty
determinants, employment
patterns, educalion frends and
regional differences’. Venue:
World Bank Office, Dhaka. Time:
9:30am.

Rotary Dhaka North East

The 21st installation ceremony of
the Board of Directors for the
Rotary year 2007-08 will be held.
Venue: Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.
Time: 5:30pm.

Report launch

Bangladesh Enterprise Institute
(BEIl) organises the launching
ceremany of 'Report on counter-
terrorism strategy for Bangladesh'.
Venue: BEl conference roam.
Time: 4:00pm.

Presentation

British Council (BC) organises a
presentation titted 'Sustainable
energy management and poverty:

M
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What works for the poor?' Venue:
BC auditorium. Time: 11:00am.

Seminar

Bangladesh Adivashi Odhikar
Andolon and Jatiya Adivashi
Parishad will jeinlly organise a
seminar litled 'Phulbari coalmine
and struggle to preserve national
interest: Role of indigenous
society'. Venue: Dhaka Reporters'
Unity auditorium. Time: 4:00pm.

Roundtable

Ahsania Mission Cancer Hospital
and Bangladesh Journalists'
Forum for Women and Children
(BFJWC) will jointly organise a
roundtable on 'Role of media in
awareness building on cancer’.
Venue: Dhaka Ahsania Mission.
Time: 11:00am.

Rotary Dhaka North
The reqular weekly cum fellowship
meeling of Rotary Club of Dhaka

North will be held. Venue: Le-
Saigan Restaurant. Time: 7:30pm.

Ailing mine runs in

FROM PAGE 1

in the wake of severe power crisis,
the PDB earlier this year imported
low-quality coal from India to run
the plantin full capacity.

The PDB is now procuring
another bulk of coal from Indonesia.
The plant's unit-1 has recently been
shut down for maintenance and it
will resume power generation from
August 30, "We believe that PDB no
longer needs to import this coal as
the Barapukuria coalmineis produc-
ing enouigh coal for the plant,” quips
aBCMCLofficial.

On October 4, 2005 the BCMCL
shut down the mine's production
phase 1,110 due to deadly satura-
tion of gas. It was primarily said
that the gas saturation was caused
by negligence of the BCMCL and
the Chinese contractor.

On April 4, 2006, the Chinese
contractors tried to unseal the area
to recover the costly mining equip-
ment. But as the gas situation was
precarious, it was re-sealed on
April 7, 2006. After this, the Chinese
contractors were locked in a feud
with the government over payment
of the Chinese supplier’s creditand

virtually there had been no prog-
ress. By October 2006, China
stopped all mining work.

Afterthe change of government,

the BCMCL arranged loan repay-,

ment and the Chinese contractors
resumed theirwork.

Since April, 2007 under the
technical leadership of Prof Yang
Sheng Qiant of China University of
Mining Technology, the Chinese
operators started injecting nitro-
gen in the sealed area to reduce
oxygen and eliminate chances of
self-combustion.

Between April and July, they
injected 1.52 lakh cubic metre of
nitrogen and two types of chemical
solutions to seal off cracks and
faults and to reduce the internal
temperature of the sealed area.

Then the operators allowed
one-month time to make sure that
the nitrogen and the solutions have
minimised risks. On August 18, a
team--with the back up of the fire
services, medical team and backup
power system--started unsealing
the area. Upon unsealing, they
noticed that there was no carbon
monoxide or methane in theair.

full swing

However, after two days, there

was small amount of carbon mon-
oxide presentin theair. "This phase
has a tendency to generate carbon
monoxide,” quips a source. "From
now on, there should be strict
monitoring of all operations in this
phase," headded.

"Normally when a phase is
sealed off on grounds of safety, itis
rarely reopened. [n that respect,
August18 remains as aglorious day
for Barapukuria coalmine,” he
pointed out.

The Barapukuria project was
approved in March 1992 with the
target of completion for July 31,
2001 at a cost of Tk 887 crore under
Chinese Supplier's Credit. Project
delays and severe corruption hiked
the project cost to more than Tk
1600 crore. So far, the government

.has paid more than Tk 600 crore to
the Chinese contractors.

The project was suspended
when sub-soil water started gush-
ing in at the rate of 700 cubic metre
from April 5, 1998 ata depth of 1100
feet. This happened due to design
flaws.

HSC examinees who came out successful with
flying colours celebrate on their college
premises following the publication of their
results yesterday. (1) Vigarunnisa Noon College,
(2) Dhaka City College, (3) Ideal School and
College, Motijheel (4) Holy Cross College (5)
Dhaka Commerce College (6) Dhaka College (7)
Comilla Cadet College (8) Jhenidah Cadet
College (9) Chittagong Govt -College (10)
Chittagong Govt Haji Mohsin College and (11)
Ispahani Public School and College, Chittagong.
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The first anniversary of Phulbari
killings was observed yesterday amid
tightsecurityatPhulbariin Dinajpur.
Scores of people from Phulbari
and adjoining areas thronged the
GM Pilot High SchoolatPhulbari and
placed floral wreaths at the graveyard
to payhomageto the victims.
. National 0Oil, Gas, Mineral
Resources and Port Protection
Committee General Secretary
Professor Anu Muhammad and its

Practical Action

Bangladesh wins
APFED gold prize

Practical Action Bangladesh wins
'"The 2007 Ryutaro Hashimoto
APFED Gold Awards' for the quality
of environmenl management,
alternative strategies for disaster
risk reduction and sustainable
development practices adopted in
its project titled 'Disappearing
lands: Supporting communities
affected by river erosion,’ says a
press release.

. The Asia-Pacific Forum for
Environment and Development
(APFED) isaregional group of prom-
inent experts based in Japan
launched ECO ASIA (Environment
Congress for Asia and the Pacific) in
2001.

The forum aims at addressing
critical issues facing Asia and the
Pacific region and proposes new
models for equitable and sustain-
able development.

"The 2007 Ryutaro Hashimoto
APFED Awards for Good Practices'
was renamed in honour of the late
former prime minister of Japan
Ryutaro Hashimoto.

Phulbari mo

urns carnage

¢ Convenor ‘0¥ ‘BHeikhy. Mbihamimad.

Shahidullahalso placed wreaths.

Special prayers were offered at
mosques, temples and churches. The
observance ended peacefully as the
law enforcers patrolled the streets
around the venue to ward off any
untoward incident.

Three people were killed and
many more wounded on this daylast
year when law enforcers opened fire
on demonstators demanding can-
cellation of Phulbari open-pit coal
mine project and expulsion of Asia
Energy Corporation (AEC), a UK-
based company, fromthe country.

Professor Anu Muhammad said
had the project been implemented,
about four lakh people in the area
would be displaced and much envi-
ronmental damage caused.

But an Asia Energy official
claimed that about 50,000 people
would have to be relocated if the
projectwasimplemented.

Kishoreganj
poura BNP
secretary held

UNB, Kishoreganj

Ismail Hossain Madhu,
Kishoreganj poura BNP secretary,
was arrested by the joint forces
from Amati Mirpur yesterday.

Madhu went into hiding after
declaration of emergency in the
country. He was picked up from a
hideoutin theafternoon.

After interrogation Madhu, also
a leader of Paribahan Samity, was
handed overtothe police. ;

Police said Madhu had long
involved in extortion, land grab-
bingand other criminal activities.

‘Rain likely

| UNB, Dhaka
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- Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
| rary gusty or squally wind is likely at many places over Chittagong,
| Dhaka, Barisal and Sylhet divisions and a few places over Rajshahi
| and Khulna divisionsin the next 12 hoursuntil6:00pm today.

' Moderately heavy falls are also likely at places, Met Office said,
| predicting nearly unchanged day temperature over the country.

. Highesttemperature 34.7 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
| atRajshahiandlowest24.2 degree Celsius at Cox's Bazar.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:22pm today and rises at 5:38am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

- City/Town Temperature Humidity in
incelsius percentage

{ Max Min Morning Evening
| Dhaka 318 - 260 79 93
| Chittagong 28.0 25.0 92 92
. Rajshahi 37 274 g4 98
. Khulna 29.7 273 a6 a8
. Barisal 312 26.0 B4 96
| Sylhet 28.5 254 94 90
| Cox'sBazar 28.5 24.2 100 90
Lfi=anl = — s
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Notre Dame,Vg

A total of 825 students secured
GPA-5 from Notre Dame College,
483 from Viqarunnisa Noon
College while 348 students from
Dhaka City College.

The other top ten colleges in
Dhaka Board with GPA-5 achievers
are Ideal School and College,
Matijheel, Holy Cross College, Bir
Shreshtha Noor Mohammad Rifles
Public School and College, Dhaka
Commerce College, Dhaka College,
Rajuk Uttara Model School and
College and Agricultural University
College.

Considering the percentage of
pass, Shamsul Haque Khan Uchcha
Madhyamic Bidyalaya, MEH Arif
College, FM International College,
Mymensingh Girls' Cadet College,
Mirzapur Cadet College and Aftab
Uddin Uchcha Madhyamic
Bidyalaya under Dhaka Board were
in the top six, as 100 percent stu-
dents from these colleges passed
the HSC.

The other four colleges in the
top ten in this category under
Dhaka Board are Dhaka Commerce
College with pass percentage of
99,67, Shafiuddin Sarkar Academy
and College, Tongi with 99.61, Holy
Cross College with 99.59 and Ideal
Commerce College with 99.54
percent. .

In Rajshahi Board, among the
highest GPA-5 achieving colleges,
Rajshahi New Government Degree
College, Rangpur Cantonment
Public School and College and
Bogra Cantonment PublicSchool &
College came out on top with 308,
154 and 129 GPA-5 achievers.

Other colleges that made it to
the top ten under the same cate-
gory are Government AH College,
Bogra, Saidpur Cantonment Public
Schoal and College, Dinajpur
Government College, Rangpur
Government College, Shahid Bul
Bul Government College, Pabna,
Rajshahi Government City College
and Rajshahi Cadet College.

Cantonment Public School &
College, Pabna Cadet College,
Rajshahi Cadet College and
Rangpur Cadet College secured the
prestige of 100 percent pass under
RajshahiBoard.

In Chittagong Board,
Chittagong College, Government
Haji Muhammad Mohsin College
and Ispahani Public School &
College clinched the first, second
and third positions with 279, 178
and 106 GPA-5 achievers.

Other colleges in the same
board that with highest GPA-5
achievers are Government
Commerce College, Chittagong
Public School & College,
Chittagong Government City
College, Fauzderhat Cadet College,
Chittagong University College,
NouBahiniCollege and Chittagong
Government Girls' College.

All of these top ten colleges,
except Chittagong Government
City College and Chittagong
Government Girls' College, also
succeeded tobeincludedin the top
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centage category. The other two
colleges that joined them in this
category are BEPZA Public School
& College and Chittagong
Metropolitan Commerce College.

In Comilla Board, Comilla
Victoria Government College,
Comilla Cadet College and
Ispahani Public School & College
had 117, 53 and 44 GPA-5 achiev-
ers.

Other top ten colleges in this
category include Adhyapak Abdul

Majid College, Comilla, Noakhali-

Government College, Hajiganj
Model College, Chandpur,
Brahmanbaria Government

“College, Chandpur Government

Girls' College, Feni Government
College and Zia Saar Karkhana
College, Ashuganj,

Top ten colleges in Comilla
Board with higher pass percentage
are Comilla Cadet College,
Ispahani Public School & College,
Bijoykara High School & College,
Kalikapur Abdul Matin Khashru
College, Cantonment College, Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain
College, Dr Roushan Alam College,
Al-Amin Academy, Chandpur,
Chantkhil Women's College,
Noakhali and Al-FHaj Nur Mia
College, Comilla.

In Jessore Board, Cantonment
College, Jessore, Government Girls’
College, Khulna and Khulna Public

_College attained the first, second

and third positions with 175, 84
and 68 GPA-5achievers.

The other seven colleges in the
top ten GPA-5 achievers category
include Khulria Public College,
Jhenidah Cadet College, Kushtia
Government College, BAF Shaheen
College, Jessore, Government KC
College, Jhenidah, Chuadanga
Government College and Sheikh
Akiz Uddin Higher Secondary
Schoaol, Jessore.

Top ten colleges with higher
pass percentage in Jessore Board
are Jhenidah Cadet College,
Cantonment College, Jessore,
Sheikh Akiz Uddin Higher
Secondary School, Khulna Public
College, Noapara Model College,
Haji Jalal Uddin Adarsha College,
Satkhira, Budhata BBM Collegiate
School, Satkhira, Government
Girls' College, Khulna, Jadabpur
College, Jhenidah and Katlagari
College, Jhenidah.

Jhenidah Cadet College stood
out among them all with extraordi-
nary featin both categories -- 90.57
of its students not only secured
GPA-5, but 100 percent of them
also passed the exams.

. In Barisal Board, Amritalal Dey
College, Barisal took the first place
with 40 GPA-5 achievers, Barisal
Cadet College took second with 37
GPA-5 achievers and Barisal
Government Girls' College became
third with 19 GPA-5 achievers.

The other top seven GPA-5
achiever colleges are Government
Syed Hatem Ali College, Pirojpur
Government Girls' College, Shahid
Smrity College, Pirojpur, Betagi

arunnisa, City College
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College, Barguna, Galachipa
Degree College, Patuakhali,
Patharghata College, Barguna and
Fazila Rahman Mohila College,
Pirojpur.

In the same board, Barisal Cadet
College secured the prestige of
having 100 percent pass results.
Other colleges that followed with
higher pass percentage are Begum
Faizunnessa Mohila College,
Barguna, Muktijoddha Memorial
College, Patuakhali, Daulatkhan
Abu Abdullah College, Bhola,
Amritalal Dey College, Barisal,
Agarpur College, Barisal,
Gouranadi Secondary Girls' School
& College, Bamna College,
Barguna, Barthi College, Barisal
and Dr Rustam Ali Farazi College,
Pirojpur.

~ In Sylhet Board, Sylhet MC

College, Jalalabad Cantonment
Public School and College and
Sylhet Cadet College came out first,
second and third with 91, 58 and 44
GPA-5achievers.

+The rest of the seven top col-
leges in the same category are
Sylhet Government Women's
College, The Buds Residential
Model School & College,
Moulvibazar Government College,
Brindaban Government College,
Kulaura Degree College, Scholars'
Homeand Madan Mohon College.

The colleges that had 100 per-
cent pass results are Jalalabad
Cantonment Public School and
College, The Buds Residential
Madel School & College and Sylhet
CadetCollege.

Other top colleges with higher
pass percentage include Barohal
College, Scholars' Home,
Dharmaghar College, Jawabazar
College, Ragib Rabeya College,
Syed Nabeeb Ali College and
Dwarika Paul Mohila College.

Under Madrasah Education
Board, Tamirul Millat Kamil
Madrasah, Dhaka, Tamirul Millat
Kamil Madrasah, Gazipur,
Darunnazat Siddikia Kamil
Madrasah, Dhaka secured first,
second and third positions with 78,
44 and 41 GPA-5achievers.

Meanwhile, Dhap Satgara Baitul
Mukarram Kamil Madrasah,
Rangpur, Madinatul Ulum Kamil
Madrasah, Dhaka, Noyatola AUN
Kamil Madrasah, Tumchar Se Fazil
Midrasah, Sherpur, Dhampti
Islamia Kamil Madrasah; Comilla,
Madinatul Ulum Model Institute
Girls' Kamil Madrasah, Dhaka.and
Ta'mirul Millat Kamil Madrasah,
Rajshahi secured the prestige of
100 percent pass results.

The colleges that secured 100
percent pass results under
Technical Education Board are
Kasipara Mohammad Abdur
Rashid Mia Degree College,
Patuakhali, Sakhipur Residential
Women's College, Apollo Institute
of Computer, Bhaluka, Shah
Mohsen Awlia Degree College,
Chittagong, Himechar College and
Chandpur and Hajiganj Model
College.



