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Bush faces mounting
pressure on Iraq troop
reduction issue

AFP, Washington

President George W Bush,
lawmakers, members of the US
military and veterans were locked
yesterday in an escalating political
war of words over whether to reduce
UStrooplevelsinlrag.

With just weeks before a key
September 15 progress report on the
unpopular war, Bush faced mounting
pressure to announce that he would
bring home at least some of the
roughly 160,000 US troopsin Iraq.

A grim formal report from the 16
US intelligence agencies found that
Irag's political leaders are "unable to
govern" effectively but warned that a
drawdown of US forces could dra-
matically increase sectarian vio-
lence.

Bush's Democratic critics have
redoubled their calls for him to pull US
forces out of Irag, while he has
accused his palitical foes of wanting
to "pull the rug out" from under US
troops on the frontlines.

And the White House has set the
emotionally loaded date of
September 11 for the top US com-
mander in Iraq, General David
Petraeus, and the US ambassador in
Baghdad, Ryan Crocker, to testify to
Congress aboutthe war.

The outgoing chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Peter
Pace, denied a report that he was
poised to urge Bush to cut US force
levels in Iraq by nearly half next year
to ease the strain the war has placed
on the military.

The Los Angeles Times, citing
administration and military officials,
said Pace was likely to advise Bush
that maintaining more than 100,000

HR Watch
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be able to seek and obtain an effec-
tive remedy before competent
authorities.

Sophie Richardson, Asia advo-
cacy director at HRW said: "While
the protesters should remain peace-
ful and must exercise restraint to
prevent loss of life and property, the
government should immediately
address some of their legitimate
concerns instead of arbitrarily
arresting people, beating detainees
and fuelling anger."

Mentioning the cause of recent
student protests and its aftermath,
the HRW said the law enforcers
have carried out several raids on
Dhaka University campus and
elsewhere, detaining academics
and students, including five univer-
sity teachers, presumably on the
grounds of alleged involvement in
the rioting.

The HRW said journalist associ-
ations in Bangladesh have alleged
that law enforcement officers have
harassed journalists during curfew
hours. "Several newspapers and
television networks reported that
law enforcers beat up their journal-
ists while they were gathering
information on the demonstrations,"
it said, adding many of the journal-
ists were attacked despite carrying
press identification, which is sup-
posed to serve as a curfew pass.

Richardson said, "The govern-
ment can take steps to make sure a
protest is peaceful, but it must
above all respect its human rights
obligations when doing so."

of the 162,000 troops in Iraq through
2008 would place severe strains on
the military.

Such a recommendation, which
the Times said would be offered
privately, would highlight differences
within the military and the govern-
ment over Iraq, eight months after
Bush's "surge" policy boosted troop
levels by 30,000.

"The story is wrong. It is specula-
tive. | have not made nor decided on
any recommendation yet," Pace,
who steps down in September, said
in a statement.

In an earlier statement, the gen-
eral said: "The Joint Chiefs and |
always review a wide range of
optionsonanyissue."

"l take very seriously my duty to
provide the best military advice to the
president. | provide that advice
privately to the president.”

White House spokesman Gordon
Johndroe predicted a media feeding
frenzy "about what different people
are recommending, what they're not
recommending -- more troops, less
troops, stay the same."

Meanwhile, a senior US com-
mander said any reduction of US troops
in his area of Iraq this year would be "a
giant step backwards," allowing insur-
gents to regain sanctuaries wrested
fromtheminhardfighting.

Cox's Bazar
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Another team recovered six fire-
arms from Puran Bazar area of
Matarbari Island in Moheshkhali
yesterday and arrested a woman
named Anwara Begum.

Later, the naval force recovered
two firearms from Sapmara area
under Dhalghata Union of the island
and arrested a man in this connec-
tion.

Move to form
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in the country, according to CA's
Press Secretary Syed Fahim
Munaim who was present at the
meeting.

All members of the Council of
Advisers, the cabinet secretary and
the secretaries concerned were
present in the meeting at the CA's
office.

Zillur
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place on Dhaka University campus
last week.

"lt's not justified to blame the
political parties for the incident on
Dhaka University campus," Zillur
said.

About the arrest of the university
teachers, he said the teachers
community is the most respectable
and honoured one in society. "l don't
think that it was necessary to arrest
some teachers of Dhaka and
Rajshahi universities. The situation
could be dealt with tolerance."

The acting AL chief demanded
their immediate release and said
legal actions can be taken against
the teachers if they are found
involved in crime after investigation.

Recent violence
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their resentments at the caretaker
government for its different activities in
the last seven months," said former
Dhaka University (DU) vice-chancellor
(VC) Prof EmajuddinAhmed.

Asked whether there was any
vested interested group instigating the
violence, he said the matter should be
inquired properly.

Prof Ahmed, a renowned political
scientist, also said the nation does not
wantits army to be controversial.

Taking partin the discussion held in
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre in the capital,
Awami League (AL) leader Abdul
Matin Khasru suggested that the
whole matter should be solved
through a proper impartial investiga-
tion of the reasons behind the recent
violence.

"Without carrying out any inquiry
the government already said some evil
forces had created the anarchy, which
| think tends to bypass the main prob-
lems," said Khasru. He also appre-
hended that the situation might
worsen in the near future if the govern-
ment does not take early measures to
solve the problems.

The AL leader said the army is the
symbol of the country's unity. "So no
one should do any thing that might
make the army controversial," said
Khasru criticising the recent filing of
cases againstthousands of people.

Khasru, a former law and parlia-
mentary affairs minister, urged all to
beware of those who are trying to
make the army controversial by giving
legal advice to the government.

Former director general of the
Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies (BIISS) Maj Gen
(retd) Ghulam Quader said the pres-
ent government already made a
number of wrong moves for which the
country's economy has been badly
hurt. "It was a serious wrong decision
of the government to set up an army
camp on Dhaka University campus as
its students have a history of being
sensitive about the presence of the
army on the campus," said Gen
Quader.

Saying that the demonstrations
were justified following one of the army
soldiers' maltreatment of some stu-
dents, he added, the vandalism
carried out by the students however
was also very wrong. He also
observed that there is a conspiracy to

make the army controversial, which
would bring no good to the country.

Joint Secretary of Jatiya
Samaijtantrik Dal (JSD) Shireen Akhter
said the recent demonstrations might
have been a reflection of the people's
seven month's resentments at the
government as the state of emergency
had suspended many fundamental
rights including the people's right to
express grievances. "First a thorough
inquiry is needed before the govern-
ment says that some opportunist
unruly people created the anarchy,”
she suggested.

She also said the army is the last
hope for the people and a part of them,
so they should adopt a more sensitive
approach in dealing with students and
the peopleingeneral.

BBC Bangla Service in conjunction
with BBC World Service Trust organ-
ised the event, moderated by BBC's
Masud Hasan Khan.

About the arrests of university
teachers, the discussants said the
arrests without any specific charges
are likely to complicate the situation.

The arrests of teachers are going to
cause tension among students,
observed Khasru.

"The students will not take the
arrests of their teachers positively,”
said Shireen, a former student leader
herself, who termed the arrests a
violation of human rights.

The arrests of the teachers without
warrants are very sad, said Prof
Emajuddin, adding that the govern-
ment move was not right. "l think the
government's image has been tar-
nished by the arrests. They must be
released," said the former VC of DU.

Former BIISS DG said he does not
support the way the teachers were
arrested. "But none is beyond the law.
Ifthe teachers are accused of breaking
the law, they should be tried," said Maj
Gen (retd) Quader.

All discussants said they do not
support the anarchy and vandalism
that went on during the three-day
violent demonstrations. They said
indoor politics should be allowed right
away to head for a free and fair elec-
tion. They also suggested the govern-
ment not to impose any restriction on
the news media for the sake of democ-
racy.

Govt says
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Shabagh Police Station, four with
Dhanmondi, four with New Market,
four with Kotwali, two with Gulshan,
two with Ramna, two with Sutrapur,
one each with Mohammadpur,
Paltan, Mirpur and Motijheel police
stations.

Investigating officers of different
police stations told journalists that
they would identify the protesters
with the help of photographs pub-
lished in different newspapers and
the television footages. They will
also consider the accounts of eye-
witnesses of the incidents.

Other than the students, several
politicians acted as instigators of the
incidents, they said, adding that
they would identify those instigators
and seek help from intelligence
agencies.

Makbul Hossain Tipu, commis-
sioner of ward No 76, was arrested
at his Narinda residence on charge
of instigating the protesters in
different areas of the city.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Nayeem Ahmed told
The Daily Star that the actual num-
ber of accused would be much
lower. The number is a bitinflated as
one person was implicated in more
than one case in different police
stations, he said.

Our Khulna correspondent adds:
Six hundred unidentified people
were sued with Daulatpur Police
Station for their involvement in
assaulting law enforcers and dam-
aging private and public properties.
POLICE STATEMENT
A police press release yesterday
said: In the backdrop of the unwar-
ranted incident that took place on
the Dhaka University playground,
some unruly people broke the
Emergency Power Rules on August
20, 21 and 22 and resorted to wide-
spread vandalism, looting and
arson. The unruly elements
attacked the law enforcers and
prevented them from performing
their official duty. They bashed
vehicles at Shahbag and setfireto a
military car in front of Aziz
Supermarket and assaulted drivers.
They randomly damaged vehicles in
front of Jagannath University and
setthem on fire. They also damaged
vehicles at Gulistan and Fulbaria
areas and torched a BRTC bus. The
mob threw stones at the offices of
DC and SP of Dhaka and vanda-
lised the police club. They also
attacked the Nilkhet police outpost
and tried to set it on fire, threw petrol
bombs on police and set fire to
Science Laboratory police box.
They set fire to the electricity office
at English Road. They also dam-
aged vehicles in front of Titumir
College at Mohakhali, attacked
Square Building and tried to attack
New Market Police Station. They
attacked Sergeant Ahad Police Box
and set fire to a house on
Dhanmondi Road 27. They also
attacked the residence of an adviser
and caused extensive damage to
government and private offices and
created panic among people. When
the police tried to control the mob,
they attacked the law enforcers
leaving four DCs, 3 ACs and 74
other policemen injured.

Govt to go for
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exceed the budgetary target if addi-
tional

financial support does not come
from donors, finance ministry sources
said, adding that probable money
shortage may resultin more inflation.

Finance ministry sources said the
ministry is very much cautious about
post-flood allocation to check the
government's borrowing from banks.

According to primary estimate of
the ministry, floods caused $2.3 billion
economiclossesin 2004 while the loss
due to the current year's flooding will
be half the amount, ministry officials
said.

The government has already
decided to allocate Tk 4,200 crore for
post-flood rehabilitation and immedi-
aterelief programmes.

The government, anxious to avoid
being heavily dependent upon bor-
rowing from banks, is looking for
additional financial supports from the
donors and already met twice with the
donors forthe additional support.

The planning ministry is collecting
information on flood-related damage
from different ministries to estimate the
total losses that will be conveyed to the
World Bank for considering additional
assistance.

The World Bank is the chair of
Local Consultative Group (LCG) that
comprises multilateral and bilateral
donors ofthe country.

After having discussion with other
members of LCG, the World Bank will
inform the government about what
they will do against government's
immediate requirements, Economic
Relations Division sources said.

The government s also planning to
take some austerity measures,
sources said.

As per the plan, government may
reduce its entertainment allowance
and transportation costs.
Implementation of some low priority
projects under annual development
programme (ADP) may also be
delayed to manage government
expenditure.

To check misuse of the ADP
money, the government has decided
to formulate two committees to moni-
tor implementation of the projects,
sources said, adding that the commit-
tees will comprise social elite, govern-
ment officials and law enforcers.

University teachers
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academics were taken to the court
inaprisonvan.

In the forwarding report, 10 of the
case Sub-Inspector Ali Asghar Khan
said the information gleaned during
the interrogation suggests that the
accused had endorsed the activities
like processions, slogans and ram-
pages on the DU campus between
3:00pm on August 20 and 2:00am on
August21.

Besides, they took position at
different points on the campus and
made statements seeking to incite the
unruly students and public to pull down
the army postatthe DU gymnasium.

Provoked by the accused, the
unruly mob set fire to tyres, put barri-
cades on the roads and damaged
public properties. They also pelted the
on-duty policemen with brickbats,
stones and other projectiles.

Now the detainees need to be
questioned for information that might
lead to capture of the other accused on
therun.

In the case filed with Shahbagh
Police Station, Sl Sirajul Islam alleged
that unidentified students, teachers
and outsiders totalling up to 2,000
wentonthe rampage.

Our staff Correspondent in
Rajshahi reports: A metropolitan
magistrate's court here placed RU
professors Saidur Rahman, Abdus
Sobhan and Moloy Kumar Bhowmik
ona 10-day remand each.

Earlier on Friday, the three were
seized by the security forces at their
campus residences.

The 10 of the case S| Moktar
Hossain successfully petitioned the
court to place each of them on a 10-
day remand for questing in connection
with violating the EPR.

The defence lawyers claimed that
the court did not bother to follow the
standard procedure in granting
remand and did whatever the 10 had
wantedittodo.

The lawyers further added that the
10 failed to present the case docu-
ments and specific charges against
them.

The law enforcers restricted public
movement on the court premises.
They did not allow the newsmen to
coverthe remand hearing.

Sources said the teachers on
remand might be sent to Dhaka for
further quizzing.

REACTION OF TEACHERS' SONS
Anwar Hossain's son Sanjeev
Hossain, who met his father at the
court, quoting his father, told reporters,
"He (Anwar) was kept at the intelli-
gence agencies' black hole. He was
tortured not only psychologically but
also physically."

"We were not prepared to hear that
our father was tortured physically,"
Sanjeev said adding, "We received the
news that he will be taken into remand.
If he were taken to jail, at least no one
would hurt him there. But now it's all
uncertain."

"We are seriously concerned
because we do not know where our
father will be taken to for the next four
days," he said.

Harun-or-Rashid's son Ishtiaque
Rashid told reporters that he found his
father exhausted when he methim.

He said, "Of course we are con-
cerned. Ifteachers are treated this way
and taken into remand then no one is
safe and we are concerned about our
own security."

"If they treat teachers like this, how
would they treat ordinary citizens?"
HELALREMANDED
The same court yesterday placed
detained Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) president Azizul Baree Helal on
afive-day remand in a case for disrupt-
ing law and order on the DU campus.

In the forwarding report, the 10 of
the case mentioned that the accused
gathered students and people at
different places on the DU campus
from 10:30pm on August 20 to
12:00noon on August 21 violating the
EPR.

The 10 sought his 10-day remand
to find out the names and where-
abouts of his accomplices.

Defence lawyers said Helal was
not involved in such activities. He has
been suffering from jaundice.

They said Helal was tortured after
he was arrested. The remand sought
by the 10 should be turned down, they
added.

DB police arrested Helal from his
Moghbazar residence in the capital on
Friday morning.

Life turns
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quarters after sunset.

People who had left Dhaka
following the violent clashes
between law enforcers and students
and the ensuing curfew, started to
return to the city yesterday morning.

Communications through rail
and water ways was uninterrupted
allowing people to move in and out
ofthe city.

The indefinite curfew was
imposed on Wednesday night in six
divisional cities including Dhaka
Metropolitan City to contain the
student demonstrations under the

state of emergency.
RAJSHAHI
Our Rajshahi correspondent

reported that traffic returned to
streets and people crowded mar-
kets there yesterday, due to the
relaxation of the curfew.

Hundreds of people who had
been stranded at different places
due to the sudden imposition of the
curfew, hurried to return home, but
they suffered badly due to a severe
transport crisis at bus terminals and
railway stations.

Operators of buses, auto-
rickshaws and other vehicles includ-
ing rickshaws were charging more
than twice the usual fares.

After the relaxation of the curfew,
hundreds of stranded students of
educational institutions rushed to

normal

bus terminals and railway stations,
and they were seen leaving the city
by buses jam-packed inside and
even on the roof.

Taking advantage of the situa-
tion, transport owners were charg-
ing two to three times higher than
usual fares. Rickshaws and vans
also charged double the fare, the
students alleged.

Students of public educational
institutions including Rajshahi
University, Rajshahi University of
Engineering and Technology
(Ruet), Rajshahi Medical College,
and Rajshahi Government College
had to take shelter in private hostels
and other safe places since the
institutions had been declared
indefinitely closed.

Crowley urges
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appropriate steps in allowing life for
the Bangladeshi people to resume a
sense of normalcy."

He said: "Students should not
have to face any obstacles imposed
by the authorities in attending
university, and professors should
not be unnecessarily detained."

The US congressman also called
on the authorities "to refrain from
any wide scale crackdown and
arrests at educational institutions
throughout Bangladesh".

Design to destabilise
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Board and distributed relief materi-
als among the flood victims.
Fertiliser, paddy seedlings and
vegetable seeds were also given to
300 people sheltered in the relief
centre.

General Moeen said the short-
lived flooding has left a trail of
destruction. Besides damage to
agriculture, the flood inflicted
immense loss to houses, educa-
tional institutions, roads and high-
ways. It will take time to repair the
losses.

"Our duty is to help the affected
people and raise their morale to
recover the loss," he added.

Gen Moeen informed that as
many as 53 medical teams are
providing treatment for the flood
affected people of the district. He
advised the people to take advan-
tage of the facilities extended by the
government.

He said the armed forces were
prepared to face the flood situation.
They have distributed relief materi-
als including rice allotted to the flood
affected districts by the govern-
ment.

About the price of essentials the
army chief said the high price of food
grains and some other commodities in
the international market has given rise
inprices in our market.

While exchanging views with the
elite of the town Gen Moyeen reiter-
ated that election will be held by the
end of 2008. He expressed the hope
that people would vote for the hon-

estpeople.

Shariatpur Pourasabha
Chairman Sardar AKM Nasiruddin,
Madaripur Pourasabha Chairman
Babu Chowdhury, Deputy
Commissioner Habibur Rahman,
elite of the town and newsmen
attended the meeting.

General Moeen was accompa-
nied by GOC of the 9th Division
Major General Ahsabuddin, Director
of Military Operation Brigadier
General Humayun Bakht
Chowdhury and other senior civil,
military and police officers.

Dinkal limited
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not sure whether Khaleda would
appear before the court.

The nine other accused in the
case are Tarique's business partner
Giasuddin Al Mamun, Sheikh
Razzak Ali, barrister Nazmul Huda,
Maj (retd) MA Mannan, Manjurul
Ahsan Munshi, Fazlul Azim, Ali
Asgar Lobi, Rokonuddin Molla and
AKM Mosharraf Hossain.

According to the complaint, the
accused were directors of Daily
Dinkal Publications Limited, regis-
tered with the RJSCF, and they did
not submit service return for several
years.

Of the accused, Tarique,
Mamun, Huda, Manjurul, Lobi and
Mosharraf were arrested earlier and
they are now in differentjails.

The two other accused -- barris-
ters Nurul Amin Talukder and Abdus
Salam Talukder-- have died.

Pakistan test
fires new
air-launched
cruise missile

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan yesterday successfully
test fired a new air-launched cruise
missile capable of carrying nuclear
weapons, the military said in a
statement.

The locally developed Ra'ad
(Hatf-8) missile -- Ra'ad means
thunder in Arabic -- has a range of
350 kilometres (217 miles) and uses
stealth design and materials, it said.

The missile "has been designed
exclusively for launch from a variety
of Pakistan's air platforms, providing
these with a strategic stand-off
capability on land and at sea," it
said.

"The Ra'ad can carry all types of
warheads and has an accuracy
comparable to Pakistan's longer
Babur cruise missile," the statement
said. Pakistan last test fired the
Babur, which has a 700-kilometre
range, in July.

President Pervez Musharraf and
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz con-
gratulated the scientists and engi-
neers involved in designing the new
cruise missile, itadded.

"Pakistan's defence will continue
to be strengthened as an imperative
of national security," the military
statement quoted the two leaders as
saying.

41 killed
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Firefighters were unable to reach all
fronts in time as strong winds
fanned the flames and the fires
spread.

Fires continued to progress in
the two southern areas Saturday,
but the threat to inhabited areas has
shifted to another blaze in the cen-
tral Peloponnese in the region of
Megaloupoli where several villages
were evacuated Saturday morning.

Some 19 planes and 18 helicop-
ters have been deployed to fight the
fires, while the army has sent 420
soldiers to reinforce the firefighters
and has planes on stand-by if
needed for rescue operations.

Responding to Greece's call for
help to the European Union, France
said it was sending two water-
dropping Canadair planes which
were scheduled to land at Elefsis
military airport late Saturday after-
noon, the French interior ministry
said.

In all, Greece on Saturday was
battling 33 fires around the country,
including 22, which have ignited
since Friday night raising suspicions
of possible arson, a fire services
spokesman said.

"We are fighting a battle simulta-
neously on many fronts, under
particularly adverse conditions,"
said Karamanlis.

Greece has been battling multi-
ple forest fires since June, fanned
by three heatwaves, the latest this
week, and months of drought. Tens
of thousands of hectares (acres)
have gone up in smoke, making this
summer's fires the worstin 10 years.

Due to the tragic death toll from
the fires, the political opposition has
refrained from criticising the effec-
tiveness of the government in
dealing with the crisis -- even as the
country is scheduled to hold legisla-
tive elections on September 16.

Karamanlis called on Greeks to
unite in order "to bring an end to the
current crisis" and said the state
"would do everything to heal the deep
wounds" left by the disaster.

Price hike
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on Wednesday. However, potato
was selling at the earlier price of Tk
20 perkg.

Beef price went up by Tk 10 to Tk
20 per kg -- selling at Tk 160. Mutton
shot up to Tk 250 a kg while it was
selling at Tk 225 to Tk 230 a kg
before the curfew.

Broiler chicken now sells at Tk 95
to Tk 100 per kg against its earlier
price of Tk 75 per kg. Local chicken,
which used to sell at Tk 180 a kg,
now sells at Tk 190 to Tk 200 a kg.

Price of a dozen eggs reached to
Tk 60, increasingby Tk6to Tk 12 a
dozen.

Preferring anonymity, a trader at
Shaheb Bazar said he had to sell
green chilli at Tk 100 a kg, which he
had purchased at Tk 90 a kg.

Fish prices at different markets

alsoincreased by Tk 20 to Tk 50 per
kg.
Fluctuation of prices for most
commodities were noticed on both
wholesale and retail markets in the
city during the last three days as
supply of the items were disrupted
by the curfew, said sources.

Bashir Mia, a vegetable trader at
Shaheb Bazar vegetable market,
said vegetable prices shot up since
the stock of vegetables was not
enough to meet the demand.

Traders at Shaheb Bazer vege-
table market told The Daily Star that
vegetable traders from different
districts and villages could not enter
the city with their produce since the
indefinite curfew was imposed on
Wednesday evening.

The law enforcement personnel
also harassed the traders on
Thursday as they entered the city
with the commodities, they alleged.

Offensive
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insurgentsin Iraq.

Young Iragi men are signing up
for the army, Bush went on to say,
police are patrolling the streets, and
neighbourhood watch groups are
being formed in Iraqi cities.

Bush said Iragis were now volun-
teering important information about
insurgents and other extremists
hiding in their midst more frequently,
which had led to a "marked reduc-
tion"in sectarian murders.

"We cannot expect the new
strategy we are carrying out to bring
success overnight," the president
concluded. "But by standing with the
Iragi people as they build their
democracy, we will deliver a devas-
tating blow to al-Qaeda, we will help
provide new hope for millions of
people throughout the Middle East,
we will gain a friend and ally in the war
on terror, and we will make the
American people safer."

The address was part of a broad
public relations offensive launched
by the White House ahead of a
crucial report to Congress by the top
US military commander in lIraq,
General David Petraeus, and US
Ambassador Ryan Crocker.

The two officials are to present
their views in mid-September on
whether efforts to halt sectarian
violence and return Iraq to viable self-
governance with the help of about
160,000 US troops now in the country
were bearing fruit.

Bush defended his Iraq strategy in
a major speech before an annual
convention of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars in Kansas City this past week
and is expected to reinforce the
message on Tuesday, when he
addresses members of the American
Legion at their convention in Reno,
Nevada.

But his upbeat assessment of
the military campaign has been
undercut by a sombre analysis
presented Thursday by the US
intelligence community, which
warned in a declassified estimate
that despite security gains, "lraqi
political leaders remain unable to
govern effectively" and sectarian
violence "probably will intensify."

Warner, who has just visited Iraq
together with Democratic Armed
Services Committee Chairman Carl
Levin, also came back in a pessimis-
ticmood.

The two senators said in a joint
statement that while the US troop
"surge" had given lIraqgi politician
some "breathing space" to make
compromises "which are essential
for a political solution in Irag, we
are not optimistic about the pros-
pects for those compromises.”

However, The Washington Post
reported Saturday the White House
plans to keep its existing military
strategy and troop levels in Iraq in
place, even after the report by
General Petraesus and Ambassador
Crocker.

In fresh Iragi violence, seven
people were killed and 30 wounded
when a car bomb exploded in a
Baghdad Shia neighbourhood on
Saturday, medical and security
officials said.

The blast happened at around

In Iraq

noon (0800 GMT) in a public square
in Kadhimiyah packed with unem-
ployed workers hoping to pick up
casual jobs, security officials said.

The northwestern neighbourhood
houses a Shia shrine to Imam
Kadhim, which draws thousands of
pilgrims annually, and is known as a
stronghold of the Mahdi Army militia,
loyal to radical cleric Mogtada al-
Sadr.

Meanwhile an indefinite vehicle
curfew has been imposed in
Baghdad and the outskirts of the Iraqi
capital from 6:00 pm (1400 GMT) on
Saturday, state television reported.

"The vehicle curfew is imposed in
Baghdad and its outskirts for an
indefinite period starting 6:00 pm
today," the report said quoting
Brigadier General Qassim Atta,
spokesman for the Iraqi military in
Baghdad.

The vehicle ban is aimed at
thwarting insurgent attacks on Shiite
pilgrims headed to the central shrine
city of Karbala to celebrate on
Tuesday the birth in the 8th century of
Imam Mohammed al-Mahdi, the 12th
imam of Shiite Islam.

Elsewhere, US and Iraqi forces
killed two insurgents and arrested
seven others Friday during raids on
two villages along the road linking
Baghdad with the northern oil city of
Kirkuk, police Col Abbas Mohammed
said.

Three stolen cars believed to be
intended to be used for car bombs, as
well as ammunition and bomb-
making materials were also seized,
Mohammed said. There were no
reports of US or Iraqgi casualties, he
said.

HSC results
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educational institutions. No results
will be made available at the educa-
tion boards, education ministry or
newspaper offices, the handout
said.

The results will also be available at
the education boards' website
www.educationboard.gov.bd. The
examinees under Technical
Education Board may get their
results by visiting the website
http://result.bteb.gov.bd, the hand-
outadded.

Besides, examinees having
grameenphone, Banglalink, Aktel,
CityCell and TeleTalk connections
may receive the results this year
through short message service
(SMS) immediately after the results
are announced, provided by Trade
Textile Bangladesh.Com Ltd
(TTBC). For that, one has to type
the first three letters of the respec-
tive board (like Dhaka=DHA) fol-
lowed by <SPACE> and the roll
number and then send it to 2777,
3333,2323 0r4929.

Candidates with grameenphone
and Aktel connections can register
earlier to get results automatically
just after the publication of the
results.

To register, the candidates have to
type RES, first three letters of their
respective boards, roll number and
thensendto 2777.

8 Palestinians killed
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Erez and Netiv Haassarah kibbut-
zim," Tal Lev-Ram, an Israeli officer,
told AFP.

Communities neighbouring the
collective farming villages were put
on alert and roads were closed to
traffic.

It was only the second
Palestinian operation of its kind
since June last year when Gilad
Shalit, a young Israeli soldier, was
captured by Palestinian armed
groups in the Gaza Strip.

The Popular Resistance
Committees, the Al-Agsa Martyrs
Brigades and an armed group from
the leftist Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine claimed
responsibility for the latest "joint
attack on Israeli territory."

A joint statement identified the
dead as Khader Aokal, 22, a militant
from the Popular Resistance
Committees, and Mohammed
Saker, 22, from the DFLP.

The Popular Resistance
Committees said one of its fighters
acted as a watchman for the two
others, but did not cross the border.

The groups boasted that they
"managed to infiltrate Israeli territory
and reach the Netiv Haassarah
settlement where its two martyred
fighters fought for three hours with
the Israeliarmy.”

The same groups also claimed
responsibility for a joint operation in
the northern Gaza Strip on Friday
evening in which two Palestinian
fighters were killed by Israeli troops.

The Gaza Strip is now run by the
Islamist group Hamas, which cap-
tured the territory in June from
forces loyal to the secular Fatah
faction of Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas.

The incidents marked a surge in
clashes with the Israeli army in both
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

In the northern West Bank town
of Jenin on Saturday, Israeli forces
killed one Islamic Jihad militant
wanted by Israel and wounded two
others, including one seriously, a
Palestinian security official said.

A security official later reported
that the seriously wounded militant
died of his wounds.

Two bystanders also sustained
bullet wounds in the operation, the
official added.

An lIsraeli army spokeswoman
said troops shot three armed men in
a car, without saying whether they

killed any of them.

A 13-year-old Arab Israeli boy
and a militant from Islamic Jihad
were also shot dead late Friday
when Israeli troops traded fire with
militants in the northern West Bank
village of Saida, a Palestinian
security source said.

The Arab lIsraeli was visiting his
brother Sadiq Awdi, a militant with
Islamic Jihad, when Israeli troops
closed inonthe house they were in.

An Islamic Jihad militant was
killed in the exchange of fire and
Awdi was captured by Israeli troops,
the security source said.

The Israeli army said two
Palestinians were killed, including
one who was armed, and that an
Israeli border guard was also
slightly wounded in the incident.

Salman Khan
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actor arrived by plane from his home in
Mumbai, home to India's Hindi-
language filmindustry.

He will have to spend the weekend
in custody before he can file another
appeal in a higher court and apply for
bail again on Monday.

"We will apply for bail, as soon as
the court opens," Khan's lawyer
Dipesh Mehtatold reporters.

Khan's arrest came after a court in
Jodhpur on Friday threw out an appeal
by the actor against his conviction,
under which has to serve a five-year
prison term.

The 41-year-old actor looked
composed as he was taken to the jail
after his arrest at the airport. Scores of
fans thronged the jail and Khan's
Mumbai residence as he left earlier
Saturday to turn himselfin.

"As a responsible citizen and
somebody who abides by the law, |
think | should surrender myself," Khan
told reporters in Mumbai.

"Salman, we are with you," Khan's
fans shouted as the actor was taken to
the prison by several policemen.

The actor has also been convicted
under India's Wildlife Protection Act in
atleastone other poaching case.

Khan, known for playing a tough
guy in Hindi films, also faces charges
of manslaughter after a road accident
in 2002 left one person dead and four
injured.

He has denied allegations he was
at the wheel, drunk and had no licence
when his car ran over people who
were sleeping on a Mumbai sidewalk.
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