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AFP, Chicago

For centuries, people have claimed 
to have had out-of-body experi-
ences but now scientists have 
recreated the sensation without 
using drugs in the first experiments 
of their kind, a study said Thursday.

As many as one in 10 people say 
they have experienced the sensa-
tion of being awake and seeing their 
own body from another location, 
according to the study published in 
the journal Science.

"Out-of-body experiences have 
fascinated mankind for millennia. 
Their existence has raised funda-
mental questions about the relation-
ship between human conscious-
ness and the body," said Henrik 
Ehrsson, a neuroscientist formerly 
of University College London, and 
now at the Karolinska Institute in 
Sweden.

Now neuroscientists have 
manipulated a group of perfectly 
healthy volunteers into thinking they 
had moved outside their bodies by 
distorting their perception of reality.

Using virtual reality goggles to 
mix up the sensory signals reaching 
the brain, they induced the volun-
teers into projecting their aware-
ness into a virtual body. Participants 
confirmed they had experienced 
sitting behind their physical body 
and looking at it.

The illusion was so strong that 
the volunteers reacted with a palpa-
ble sense of fear when their virtual 
selves were threatened with physi-
cal force.

The findings suggest there may 
be a scientific explanation for these 
types of out-of-body experiences, 
which are often thought of as delu-
sional or paranormal, and the scien-
tists believe their research could 
have important applications.

"The invention of this illusion is 
important because it reveals the 
basic mechanism that produces the 

Scientists recreate out-of-body 
experiences 

AP, Washington

Astronomers have stumbled upon a 
tremendous hole in the universe. 
That's got them scratching their 
heads about what's just not there. 
The cosmic blank spot has no stray 
stars, no galaxies, no sucking black 
holes, not even mysterious dark 
matter. It is 1 billion light years 
across of nothing. That's an 
expanse of nearly 6 billion trillion 
miles of emptiness, a University of 
Minnesota team announced 
Thursday.

Astronomers have known for 
many years that there are patches in 
the universe where nobody's home. 
In fact, one such place is practically 
a neighbour, a mere 2 million light 
years away. But what the Minnesota 
team discovered, using two different 
types of astronomical observations, 
is a void that's far bigger than scien-
tists ever imagined.

"This is 1,000 times the volume 
of what we sort of expected to see in 
terms of a typical void," said 
Minnesota astronomy professor 
Lawrence Rudnick, author of the 
paper that will be published in 
Astrophysical Journal. "It's not clear 
that we have the right word yet ... 
This is too much of a surprise."

Rudnick was examining a sky 
survey from the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory, which 
essentially takes radio pictures of a 

broad expanse of the universe. But 
one area of the universe had radio 
pictures indicating there was up to 
45 percent less matter in that region, 
Rudnick said.

The rest of the matter in the radio 
pictures can be explained as stars 
and other cosmic structures 
between here and the void, which is 
about 5 to 10 billion light years away.

Rudnick then checked observa-
tions of cosmic microwave back-
ground radiation and found a cold 
spot. The only explanation, Rudnick 
said, is it's empty of matter.

It could also be a statistical freak 
of nature, but that's probably less 
likely than a giant void, said James 
Condon, an astronomer at the 
N a t i o n a l  R a d i o  As t r o n o my  
Observatory. He wasn't part of 
Rudnick's team but is following up 
on the research.

"It looks like something to be 
taken seriously," said Brent Tully, a 
University of Hawaii astronomer 
who wasn't part of this research but 
studies the void closer to Earth.

Tully said astronomers may 
eventually find a few cosmic struc-
tures in the void, but it would still be 
nearly empty.

Gaping hole found 
in universe

Lightning kills 
father, son
 UNB, Narsingdi

A father and his son were killed in 
lightning at Polash upazila of the 
district yesterday. 

They  were  iden t i f ied  as  
Kalachan Mia, 70, and his son 
Manik Mia, 30, of Sultanpur village. 

Locals said thunderbolts struck 
them while they were working in 
their paddy field at about 8:00am, 
killing them on the spot.

Arsenic detected 
in 16322 
tubewells in 
Kishoreganj
 UNB, Kishoreganj

Public health engineering depart-
ment (DPHE) has taken an initiative 
to set up 547 deep tubewells to 
ensure supply of safe water as 
arsenic has been detected in 16322 
hand tubewells in the district.

Of them, 1067 tubewells are in 
s a d a r  u p a z i l a ,  2 2 2 5  i n  
Karimganj, 1614 in Tarail, 267 in 
Hossainpur, 178 in Pakundia, 
1613 in Katiadi, 1834 in Bajitpur, 
3 8 0 6  i n  B h a i r a b ,  7 8 2  i n  
Kuliarchar, 755 in Austagram, 
982 in Nikli, 187 in Mithail and 
1012 in Itna upazilas.

M Salah Uddin, executive engi-
neer of district DPHE, said they 
have taken initiatives for testing 
arsenic in tubewell water in very 
upazila of the district and marked 
arsenic-contaminated tubewells 
with red colour.

He said work on installing deep 
tubewells has already started in 
different upazilas, which will be 
completed soon. 

He also urged people not to 
drink arsenic-contaminated water.

AIDS claims 
nine in Khulna 
in two years
 STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna 

Nine people, including six women, 
died of AIDS in Khulna metropolitan 
city in last two years.

According to a press statement 
of World Vision Bangladesh, the 
number of HIV-positive people in the 
city is 19. Of them, 12 are women.

The statement said there are 
5000 floating sex workers only in 
Khulna metropolitan city.

Besides, there are 800 regis-
tered sex workers at different broth-
els in Mongla of Bagerhat, Phultala 
of Khulna and Jessore town. 

Banishanta brothel at Mongla 
has the highest number of 400 sex 
workers, added the statement.

The deadly disease is likely to 
take an alarming turn with the rise of 
the number of drug addicts, floating 
sex workers and STD patients. 

3rd anniversary 
of Ivy Rahman's 
death observed
UNB, Dhaka

The third death anniversary of Ivy 
Rahman, women's affairs secretary 
of Awami League and the wife of 
acting AL President Zillur Rahman, 
was observed yesterday.

Leaders and workers of AL and 
its front organisations and family 
members placed wreaths at her 
grave at Banani graveyard. AL 
leaders Abdur Razzak, Tofail 
Ahmed, Abdul Mannan and Adv 
Sahara Khatun, among others, 
were present. 

A milad mahfil was also held at 
Zillur Rahman's residence at 
Gulshan after Asr prayers. 

Ivy Rahman, a dedicated leader 
of democratic movement, was 
grievously injured in a grenade 
attack on an AL rally on August 21, 
2004, and died three days later. 

T O D A Y

UNB,  Dhaka

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary 
gusty or squally wind is likely at a few places over all the six divisions 
in the next 24 hours as of 6:00pm today.

Moderately heavy to heavy falls are also expected at places over 
the country during the period, Met Office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 35.2 degree Celsius was 
recorded at Jessore and the lowest of 24.5 degrees at Khepupara.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:23pm today and rises at 
5:37am tomorrow.

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in 
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature  Humidity in
 in celsius  percentage
 Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka  30.5  27.7  82  78
Chittagong  28.4  25.3  97  80
Rajshahi  33.5  27.6  85  86
Khulna  31.5  27.5  92  83
Barisal  31.2  26.0  95  92
Sylhet  33.7  25.2  90  79
Cox's Bazar  30.8  25.0  88  80

Moderate rain likely
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(Top) A large number of people throng Kamalapur Railway Station in the city yesterday to go to their home districts after the curfew was relaxed at 8:00am. 
(Bottom) Home-bound people trying to reach bus terminals scramble to get on vehicles as there was insufficient number of transport yesterday morning.

PHOTO: FOCUS BANGLA

A doctor attends a patient at the ICDDR,B Hospital in the city yesterday. 
Although floodwater has started to recede, more and more diarrhoea 
patients are coming to the hospital.

PHOTO: STAR

Old Airport Road in the city has gone under water following torrential rain yesterday because of poor drainage system.
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STAR REPORT

Seven people, including five motor-
cyclists, were killed and 24 others 
injured in separate road accidents in 
Narsingdi, Comilla, Thakurgaon, 
Rangpur and Kishoreganj in the last 
two days.

UNB adds: Three motorcyclists 
were killed in a road accident at 
Rainadi in Narsingdi Sadar on 
Thursday night.

The dead were identified as 
Russel, 26, Afzal, 32 and Ruhul 
Amin, 28, of Baghbari village at 
Araihazar in the district.

Police and local sources said a 
Sylhet-bound bus from Dhaka 
rammed a motorcycle at about 
9:30pm, leaving its riders Afzal and 
Russel dead on the spot and Ruhul 
Amin critically injured.

Later, Ruhul Amin succumbed to 
his injuries while he was being taken 
to Dhaka for treatment.

A correspondent in Comilla adds: 
Two motorbike riders were killed in a 
road  acc iden t  on  Comi l la -  
Brahmanpara road at Brahmanpara 
in Comilla yesterday evening.

The victims were identified as Md 
Mainuddin, 20, and Jahiruddin, 22 
while the injured was their friend 
Helal, 32.

The accident occurred when a 
speeding bus hit the motorcycle 
they were riding on at about 4:00pm.

Jahiruddin died on the spot while 
Mainuddin succumbed to his inju-
ries at Burichang health Complex 
two hours later. Helal, who was 
severely injured, is still undergoing 
treatment there. 

Being infuriated, local people put 
barricade on the road for an hour and 
vandalised eight vehicles. Later, 
police rushed to the spot and brought 
the situation under control.

A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f r o m  
Thakurgaon adds: An elderly 
woman was crushed under the 
wheels of a coach on Thakurgaon-
Panchagarh road at Shalaondar in 
front of Leprosy Mission Hospital in 
Thakurgaon Sadar yesterday 
morning.

The dead was identified as 
Joytun Bewa, 50, wife of late Togim 
Uddin, of Danish Para area.

Police and witnesses said 

Dhaka-bound Hanif Enterprise from 

Panchagarh knocked Joytun down 

while she was crossing the road.

BSS adds: A teenage bicycle 

rider was killed in a road accident at 

Chatra Bazaar at Pirganj in Rangpur 

on Thursday.

The dead was identified as 

Shahadul Alam, 14, son of Khejer 

Uddin of Ghona Chatra village.

Police said a timber-laden truck 

hit the bicycle from behind on 

Rangpur-Dhaka highway, leaving 

the rider dead on the spot.

Meanwhile, at least 24 people 

were injured in a road accident on 

Kishoreganj-Mymensingh highway 

in Katabaria area in Kishoreganj 

Sadar on Thursday.

Sources said the accident 

occurred when a Mymensingh-

bound bus from Kishoreganj hit a 

roadside tree after the driver lost 

control, leaving 20 passengers 

injured.

The injured were rushed to 

Kishoreganj Sadar Hospital.

7 killed in road accidents

First semifinal 
of Citi Financial 
Quiz today
The first semifinal of the Citi 
Financial Quiz Competition 2007 
will be held today, says a press 
release.

I n  t o d a y ' s  s e m i f i n a l  
Jahangirnagar University and 
Stamford University will vie for a 
place in the final.

Channel i will telecast the 
programme at 6:20pm.

Citibank NA Bangladesh and 
North South University are jointly 
organising the competition in partici-
pation of twelve leading public and 
private universities of the country 
while Channel i and Radio Foorti are 
the media partners.

North South University will face 
Chittagong University in the second 
semifinal on August 31. 

The Grand Finale will be held on 
September 2 at the Bangladesh-
China Friendship Conference 
Centre which will be telecast live on 
Channel i at 5:00pm. 

Finance Adviser AB Mirza Md 
Azizul Islam will witness the 
programme as the chief guest and 
distribute prizes among the winners.

The champion team will receive 
US$ 3000 while the runner-up will 
get US$1500.

KCC, Kuet sign 
agreement on 
promotion of 
solar energy
 BSS, Khulna

Khulna City Corporation (KCC) 
yesterday inked an agreement with 
Khulna University of Engineering 
and Technology (Kuet) on the pro-
motion of renewable energy (PRE).

The agreement envisages a Tk 
3.60 lakh project to conduct a three-
month baseline survey in urban 
households as well as small and 
medium enterprises in the city for 
solar energy, KCC sources said. 

Kuet will carry out the survey in a 
joint collaboration with University of 
Bremen, Germany.

Mayor of Khulna Sheikh Tayebur 
Rahman and Kuet Vice Chancellor 
Dr M Nawsher Ali Moral signed the 
agreement on behalf of their respec-
tive organisations at the mayor's 
residence.

Dr Mizanur Rahman and Dr 
Nurunnabi Mollah of Kuet and KCC 
Chief Executive Officer Mokhlesur 
Rahman and Chief Engineer Liakat 
Ali Sharif were also present.

17 injured in 
Sunamganj 
clash
UNB, Sunamganj 

At least 17 villagers were injured in a 
clash between two groups over 
using a road at Chhoyara village in 
South Sunamganj yesterday.

Local sources said the clash 
ensued between the supporters of 
Chhoyara UP chairman Raushan 
Khan Sagar and the supporters of 
one Fakru Mia at about 10:00am as 
Fakru's men didn't let villagers use a 
certain road.

Both the groups used firearms 
and other lethal weapons, leaving 
17 people from both sides injured.

Among the injured, six were 
admitted to Sunamganj Sadar 
Hospital with bullet wounds.

High police officials visited the 
spot following the incident.

Housewife 
commits 
suicide
 STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

A housewife committed suicide in 
the city yesterday. 

She was identified as Sufia 
Khatun, 35, of city corporation 
colony at Gabtoli. 

Police recovered the body which 
was found hanging from the ceiling 
of her room with rope and scurf tied 
to her neck at around 11:30am and 
sent it to Dhaka Medical College 
morgue for autopsy.

Rashida Begum, owner of the 
house, filed a case accusing Badal 
Mia, husband of Sufia. 

In her case, Rashida alleged that 
Badal used to beat his wife very often. 
But on Thursday night he beat her 
wife severely breaking her teeth.

Hearing her scream, the neigh-
bours rushed to the house and 
scolded Badal for his unruly behav-
iour, she said in the case. 

Police arrested Badal and sent 
him to the court.

feeling of being inside the physical 
body," said Ehrsson.

"This represents a significant 
advance because the experience of 
one's own body as the center of 
awareness is a fundamental aspect 
of self-consciousness."

And inducing people to have out-
of-body experiences could have 
wide-ranging uses, he believes.

"This is essentially a means of 
projecting yourself, a form of tele-
portation. If we can project people 
into a virtual character, so they feel 
and respond as if they were really in 
a virtual version of themselves, just 
imagine the implications.

"The experience of video games 
could reach a whole new level, but it 
could go much beyond that. For 
example, a surgeon could perform 
remote surgery, by controlling their 

virtual self from a different location."
But scientists still don't know 

exactly what causes such experi-
ences which have often been asso-
ciated with traumatic experiences 
such as car accidents and linked to 
compromised brain function in 
epileptics, drug addicts and stroke 
victims.

"Brain dysfunctions that interfere 
with interpreting sensory signals 
may be responsible for clinical 
cases of out-of-body experiences," 
said Ehrsson.

"Though, whether all out-of-body 
experiences arise from the same 
causes is still an open question."

RMG worker 
killed in N’ganj
 

BSS, N'ganj

A worker was killed inside a knit 
garment factory allegedly by two of 
his fellow workers at Ukil Para in 
Narayanganj Sadar in the early 
hours of yesterday.

The victim was identified as 
Mahmudur Rahman Mona, hailed 
from Fatikchhari in Chittagong 
district.

Police arrested two alleged 
killers, identified as Tito, 16, and 
Polash, 25, in this connection.

Police said Mona was attacked 
by Polash and his friend Tito follow-
ing an altercation over asking for a 
glass of water from Polash, who is 
also a nephew of Mona, a week ago.

Mona slapped on the face of 
Polash as he delayed to bring the 
glass of water. Polash became 
angry but remained silent for the 
past couple of days.

But at around 2:00am yesterday 
they chopped Mona with sharp 
weapons while he was sleeping at 
his workplace - Suleman Hosiery.

They were caught by other 
workers of the factory while trying to 
escape the scene and were handed 
over to police yesterday.

ELT seminar 
today
 
An English Language Teaching 
seminar by ELT expert Jeremy 
Harmer will be held at Sonargaon 
Hotel from 4:00pm to 7:00pm today, 
says a press release.

Bangladesh English Language 
Teachers' Association (Belta) and 
the British Council have jointly 
organised the seminar.

Another two-day ELT seminar 
jointly organised by Belta and 
Presidency University will also 
begin on the university campus in 
the city today. PHOTO: STAR

People arrested from city streets during the curfew period being taken to a 
court from Dhanmondi Police Station yesterday.  
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