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Advertising,Bank&markettiming

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday 

Elephant Road-Friday 

Bishal Center-Friday 

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday 

Polwell Market-Friday 

BCS Computer City-Friday 

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.

Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday

Stadium Market-Friday 

Bangabazar Market-Friday

 National Museum-Thursday 

Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday 

Gausia Market-Tuesday 

Mouchak Market-Sunday

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-

Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday

Eastern Plaza-Sunday

Farmview Super Market-Sunday 

Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday

Dhaka Zoo-Sunday 

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday

MARKET CLOSEDAD AGENCIES

Macomm

Dhaka. Ph: 9110351, 

01715014988. Fax: 9110351. 

Email: 

info@macommbd.com

Benchmark Ltd
Ph: 8813648, 8812415
Fax: 9889917
Email: info@benchmark-

bd.com

Frontline Communications 

Ltd

Suit 9/C, Azad Centre, 55 

Purana Paltan, Dhaka. 

Ph:9564137, 9567611, 

9557597. Fax: 9555184. 

Email: frontline@dhaka.net

Adcomm Ltd

9896600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing 

Communication Ltd

9892768,9893303

Bitopi Advertising

8053418

Grey Advertising Bangladesh 

Ltd

8811541, 8827862, 9881689

Fax: 8811541

Interface Communications

9362624,8351148, Fax: 
8314306 

Interspeed Advertising

8810675, 9891859

Mattra

8317456, 9331057, Fax: 
9330556

Media Comm Ltd

8861521 (9 lines)

Unitrend Ltd

9124380-4

A Positive Advertising Ltd

8856598-9, 8837751-2

ART & CULTURAL CENTERS

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka 
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557
Fax: 8616462, 
Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy
Dhaka University Area, 
Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583, 
Fax: 8612352, Email: 
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy 
Old High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall), 
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council 
5, Fuller Road, Dhaka
Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8
Fax: 8613375
Email: 
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center

House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center

H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

House 330B, Road 28 (Old), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051, 

Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre 

House-510, Road-7, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026, 

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts

House 275/F, Road 27, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com

Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex, 

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani

Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email: 

cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New), 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044, 

Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4, 

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery

Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085, 

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan

House-25, Road-5, 

Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 

Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery

F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)

Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

BANKS

Agrani Bank

9566153-54, 956616069, 

9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank

7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd

 8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA

9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd

9568537-39

Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd

9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited

9562878, PABX: 9560229, 

Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank

8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd
9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 
9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd

95542402, 9563040, 

9560099, Fax: 9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd

9563020, 9562060, Fax: 

9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd

9555141, 9570912-16,

Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank

9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 

9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited

9559333, 9560329

Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd

9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank

9561902-4

Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd

9567265, 9556282

Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd

9570812, 9567435, Fax: 

9557413

South East Bank

9550081, 9551411, Fax: 

9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd

9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank

9550426-34

Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited

9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd

9871095, 9871074, 9888068, 

Fax: 4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd

9561438, 9551162-3, 

Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd

9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

CITY CORRESPONDENT

.................................................

...
City dwellers may find some 
respite from the wild price spiral 
of essentials in the holy month of 
Ramadan as the authorities have 
decided to set up more “fair price” 
outlets throughout the city.

In a bid to keep the prices of 
essentials within reach of the 
larger section and smoothen 
supply, the BDR will open 200 
more stores within the coming 
month while the Ansar and VDP 
will launch around 50 of their 
outlets.

The government also have 
plans to selectively cut tariffs and 
open five new wholesale markets 
in the city to ease the suffering of 
city dwellers.

According to BDR officials, the 
new outlets will be set up on the 
unused lands of different govern-
ment departments and other 
agencies.

“Raising prices of essential 
commodities on the eve of 
Ramadan has become a com-
mon practice in our country,” said 
Colonel Halim, the official 
responsible for the fair price 
outlets of BDR.

“To tame the soaring prices we 
have decided to open more 
outlets to offer goods at conve-
nient price to more people during 
the holy month of Ramadan,” he 
added.

The government in an inter-
ministerial meeting on Monday 
also decided to sell rice at Tk. 19 
per kilogram through Open 
Market Sale (OMS) programme 
during Ramadan.

The programme is scheduled 
to start from September 10 and 
run till the day of Eid-ul-Fitr.. BDR 
will sell rice through its 500 out-
lets across the country.

"We bought rice for Tk. 13 a 
kilogram in OMS last time. It has 
already gone up by Tk. 6 offi-
cially", a city dweller remarked. 

"Not only that, we were 

allowed to buy 5 kilograms, but 
this time the OMS is giving us 
only 3 kilograms of rice per 
head", he added.   

After their launch earlier in 
March, the fair price outlets 
became immensely popular with 
thousands of city dwellers espe-
cially belonging to the middle and 
low-income groups welcoming 
the move.

“Businessmen tend to raise 
the prices of essentials taking 
advantage of low supply on the 
eve of any festival as we do not 
have any remedial measures 
against such unethical practice,” 
said Mainul Huq, a service pro-
vider from Green Road.

“In fact the suffering of the 
common people multiplies with 
the government's inaction to 
control prices on the eve of any 
festival,” he added.

M a n y  o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  
expressed similar views venting 
disappointment on authorities 
failure to arrest the price hikes.

“When we started our fair 
price outlets, we received tre-
mendous response from the 
general public because our 
outlets not only offer quality 
products at fair price, but also sell 
goods at accurate weight,” said 
Colonel Halim, the official 
responsible for the fair price 
outlets of BDR.

The paramilitary troops from 
the BDR are currently operating 
20 fair price markets and help-
ing traders to run 25 others at 
different points in the capital. 
They are also monitoring the 
prices of essentials at other 
retail and wholesale markets.

The Ansar and VDP have also 
started their fair price outlets 
from August 14 under the 'opera-
tion nitto ponyo' to sell products 
at reasonable prices.

The fair prices outlets will be 
set near the Airport rail station, 
Hajee camp, Uttara, civil aviation 
staff quarters, Kawla, Janey 
Alam Government high school 

and college, Kurmitola High 
School, Sher-e-Bangla High 
School, Kuril, New Light High 
School along with Joa Sahara, 
Coca Cola bus stand, Wapda 
Bazar near Rampura TV station 
and Mugdapara Community 
Centre.

More outlets would also be 
set in Khilgaon Jora Pukur, 
Taltala market, Sipahibagh, 
B a s h a b o  J u b o  S a n g h a  
ground, Madartek A. Aziz High 
Scholl and College, near 
Kadamtala Sangsad ground, 
in front of Malibagh rail gate, 
Bangladesh Bank Colony 
S a m a j  S a n g s t h a ,  n e a r  
Kamalapur rail station and 
overbridge along with T&T 
colony, AGB colony, Brothers' 
Union ground, Shahjahanpur 
Colony,  Gopibagh Bazar,  
Su t rapur,  Saru l ia  Bazar,  
Demra, Jatrabari, Kutubkhali 
School, City Corporation staff 
quarters, A.K. degree college, 
Jurayeen, West Juryaeen 
medical road, Bangladesh 
B a n k  S t a f f  Q u a r t e r s ,  
G a n d a r i a ,  D h u p b a g h  ,  
Namapara  ra i l  c ross ing ,  
Khokon  Pr imary  Schoo l ,  
Sutrapur Bus station and in 
numerous other prominent 
spots throughout the city.    

According to Ansar and VDP 
sources, their outlets are selling 
mosur dal (pulse) at Tk 56 per kg, 
soyabean oil at Tk 375 for every 5 
litre, sugar at Tk 10 per kg and 
flour at Tk 29 per kg. The outlets 
will sell beef, fish, rice and vege-
tables pretty soon, said Ansar 
and VDP officials.

According to BDR sources, 
around 15 thousand kilograms of 
rice along with 50 thousand 
kilograms of wheat would be 
imported within the next month 
which would later be sold during 
the month of Ramadan.

Steps to arrest price hike
ahead of Ramadan
OMS of rice, more fair price outlets planned

RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN
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Widening the Ibrahimpur 
canal has failed to check 
waterlogging in the area as the 
canal's north end remains too 
narrow to discharge added 
rainwater.  

D h a k a  W a t e r  a n d  
Sewerage Authority (Wasa) 
conducted eviction drives in 
May and July this year at dif-

ferent points of the canal to 
widen it following the master 
plan. 

Wasa managed to make the 
canal 60 feet wide at different 
points through the drives but 
the mouth of the canal that 
suppose to release water into 
the wetland in Mirpur section 
14, remains only 8 feet wide, 
making the whole efforts futile.

People living on the bank of 
the canal expressed dissatis-

faction over the half-hearted 
efforts by the Wasa that cannot 
check waterlogging at different 
p o i n t s  o f  o l d  a i r p o r t ,  
S h e w r a p a r a ,  K a z i p a r a ,  
Ibrahimpur and Rokeya Sarani 
areas.

Zahirul Alam, superinten-
dent engineer of the drainage 
wing of Wasa, said Wasa 
could not widen some points 
of the canal, as they did not 
get permission from the dep-

uty commissioner's office to 
work there. 

Sukumar Chandra Ghosh, 
who owned a sweetmeat shop 
at Pulpar, is a victim of the 
Wasa eviction drive. He said 
many people lost their houses 
and shops during the eviction 
drive but it could not check 
waterlogging.

Gias Uddin, a landowner, 
said the government in 2002 
acquired his ancestral prop-

erty for a 30 feet wide canal. 
Wasa demarcated the canal 
with pillars and he constructed 
shops and houses on the land 
following the demarcation. But 
he suffered loss again this 
year as the Wasa evicted his 
shops for making the canal 60 
feet wide.

“Wasa conducted drive to 
evict establishments on my 
land, but keeps the canal 
narrow just a few yards from 
my land. Why?” he asked.

An official of Wasa said that 
Wasa paid Tk 5 crore as com-
pensation to the landowners 
and acquired the land for a 60 
feet wide canal. 

In 2002 when Wasa came to 
restore the canal for the first 
time, interference from the 
influential political quarters 
forced Wasa to demark the 
cana l  as  30 feet  w ide.  
Moreover, the wetland where 
the canal discharges its water 
is being filled up by the devel-
opers. 

“This time we achieved 80 
percent success in widening 
the canal. We all know that the 
half-done development could 
n o t  b r i n g  r e s p i t e  f r o m  
waterlogging. Other parts of 
the canal would definitely be 
widened in future,” said a 
Wasa official. 

The government imple-
mented Dhaka Integrated 
Flood Prevention Project 
between 1991 and 2001. All 
the prevail ing and dying 
canals of the city are sup-
posed to be restored under the 
project involving Tk 263 crore. 

Dhaka Wasa started con-
ducting eviction drives to 
restore the canal since March 
and it will continue August 26.

Wasa drive fails to widen mouth 
of Ibrahimpur canal

FROM PAGE 21          

The zoo seriously requires some more 'mahouts' for 
the elephants and staff for horses because elephant 
and horse rides are very popular. During these rides 
someone must take care of the visitors for their safety.   

This June the zoo authority made the zoo premise a 
smoking and litter free zone. However, this cannot be 
enforced properly because of the shortage of security 
guards, officials said.  

Currently the zoo has only 20 Ansars posted to main-
tain its security. There are provisions for another 40 in-
house security personnel, but 20 of the positions are 
lying vacant. Nighttime security is another important but 
unsolved issue, said the officials.   

In addition to the current fleet of animals, around a 
hundred new inmates from eleven different species 
are expected to arrive at the Dhaka zoo by December, 
pressing for urgent appointment of more animal care-
takers.

The new attractions include giraffe, zebra, chim-
panzee, impala, kudu, elan, lemur, horse, donkey and 
several species of monkeys.

The yearly budget of Dhaka zoo is Tk 3.75 crore, 
said the official, out of which Tk 2.50 crore is spent to 
feed the animals.

The zoo earns mainly by leasing out the ticket 
counter. This year it was leased out at Tk 2.7 crore. 
Another 35 lakh was earned by leasing out the parking 
zone. 

The zoo also earns a considerable amount through 
its deer sell venture. In 2006 it earned Tk. 9 lakh from 
deer sell. 

Dhaka zoo
FROM PAGE 21

Now, it has to be found out under 
whose instruction and supervision the 
worker moved to the dangerous posi-
tion to demolish the wall, said a 
source.  

The BNBC (part-7), in the con-
struction practice and safety chapter, 
provides that sequentially, there has 
to be a detailed survey of the building 
to be demolished and of the surround-
ing buildings first of all. A demolition 
plan then has to be drawn on the basis 
of survey and protection taken for the 
adjoining properties. 

Then one has to take pre-
demolition protection for public safety 
and precautions during demolition.  

Former chief engineer of Rajuk M 
Emdadul Islam said, "Very minimum 
safety precautions too were absent in 
this case in the light of BNBC."

As per BNBC, there should have 
been a sidewalk shed or a protective 
scaffold to avert public hazard, he 
said.  

Rajuk chairman said that Rajuk 
staffs have given the family of Sohrab 
Tk25, 000 as humanitarian aid.

But according to the labour law, a 
labourer even if employed on daily 

basis is entitled to compensation of 
Tk1 lakh in case of death, said advo-
cate Jafrul Hasan Sharif.  

Any employer or a labour contrac-
tor is bound to issue appointment 
letter to any formal labourer, no matter 
on what basis one is employed, said 
Sharif, "But employers and labour 
contractors trickily avoid issuance of 
appointment letter to avoid responsi-
bility of a labourer easily."

Section 5 of the labour law pro-
vides that no owners or employers 
shall employ any (formal) labourers 
without issuing appointment letter, he 
said.   

According to a source, Rajuk 
employs labourers on daily basis and 
does not issue appointment letter. 

Syed Sultan Uddin Ahmmed of 
BILS said that as per labour law, gov-
ernment has to pay the family of 
Sohrab Tk1 lakh as compensation 
through labour court. 

"While enforcing one law, the gov-
ernment agency ignored labour 
related law and building code," said 
Ahmmed, "It was apparent that they 
ignored labour safety precautions." 

The government is expected to 
demolish portions of 110 buildings 

including 45 high-rises, constructed in 

violation of the Civil Aviation rules, 

because they reportedly pose a grave 

threat smooth take-off and landing of 

flights at Zia International Airport and 

Tejgaon Airport, according to sources 

at Civi l  Aviation Authority of 

Bangladesh.

Rajuk is currently reviewing legal 

status of 110 buildings that have 

violated Civil Aviation rules 

The Rangs Bhaban, was at the top 

of the 111-list including 46 high-rises.

According to Emdadul Islam, who 

is a fellow of the Institute of Demolition 

Engineers, UK, "There are possibili-

ties of further fatalities and causalities 

if carried on with the conventional 

demolition." 

He suggested controlled demoli-

tion (blasting with explosives) consid-

ering the very location of the Rangs 

building.  

Safety measures ignored
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Ibrahimpur canal was not widened equally at all points.
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